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Minutes of a Council Meeting of the Borough of Hillsdale held at 7:33 PM on Tuesday July 7, 2015, in the 
Council Chamber, Borough of Hillsdale, New Jersey. 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Arnowitz, who also led the Salute to the Flag. 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING  STATEMENT: 

This is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 7
th

 day of July 2015. Notice of the time and 

place of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News, Pascack Press, The Record and 

Community Life; a copy was posted on the bulletin board outside of this meeting room and provided to any 

interested parties. 
 
Please notify the Municipal Clerk for any disability requirements necessary for attendance at Mayor 

and Council meetings. The fire exits are located through the double doors to your left. Please silence 

all cell phones and pagers. 
 
ROLL CALL: 

On a roll call those in attendance were Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and 

Council President Pizzella. Also in attendance were Mayor Arnowitz, Borough Attorney Madaio, and 

Borough Administrator/Borough Clerk Witkowski. 

 

APPOINTMENTS/OATHS OF OFFICE: 

John Inserra, Hillsdale Volunteer Fire Department     Council Member Looes 

 

Matthew Dinnell, Hillsdale Fire Cadet to Firefighter     Council Member Looes 

 

Chief Domville pointed out that Mr. Dinnell is an example of the wonderful Cadet Program in the Hillsdale 

Fire Department. The Hillsdale Firefighters do a good job of recruiting volunteers through the high school, 

but it is through the Cadet Program that the Hillsdale Fire Department gets its wonderful staff. Council 

Member DeGise is also an example of one who has risen through the program to become a Lieutenant. 

Chief Domville welcomed Mr. Inserra and Mr. Dinnell to the Hillsdale Fire Department, and assured the 

residents of Hillsdale that they are well-protected and well-served with a very strong volunteer force. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz thanked Chief Domville and the Hillsdale Fire Department for everything they do. 

 

RECOGNITION: 

Mayor Arnowitz also recognized Elizabeth Ward, 47 East Liberty Avenue, who runs the concert program 

during the summer. The program costs the Borough nothing, from booking the events to organizing each 

concert, and Ms. Ward has made it a great program. It has been expanded over the years, it still costs 

nothing to the Borough. 

 

Ms. Ward noted that the 2015 concert series kicks off on July 8, with a rain date of July 9, and will 

continue every Wednesday evening through August 26. The first band scheduled is “Seven Hill Drive,” and 

they have promised an eclectic mix of country, rock, and original music. Ms. Ward said she tries to keep it 

fresh and change the bands every year to offer a wide variety of music that should appeal to people of all 

ages and with a variety of musical tastes. Local favorites “Better Than Bowling,” who offer rhythm and 

blues/bass rock; “Great American Songbook,” an acoustic folk duo; another country band; and the much-

heralded “Family Fun Night” will return on August 12, with children’s entertainment, as well as summer 

staff from the Recreation Department to provide activities for children. A band from Waldwick will also be 

hosted that night, followed by the British invasion, and American rock standards, and ending with a 

summary of music entitled “The Music of Our Lives: The Past 60 Years”. On July 24, the “Poor Man’s 

Orchestra” will perform. There are some other invitations still outstanding to youth bands, but no final 

arrangements have been made at this time. 

Ms. Ward thanked several of the sponsors, including: Hillsdale Emergency Services; PBA Local 207; 

Hillsdale Fire Department; and the members of the Hillsdale Ambulance Corps. A number of Hillsdale 

professionals also support these concerts, including Mr. Madaio, and many local partners, including the 

local merchants and restaurants. Ms. Ward thanked Council Member Meyerson as his firm was one of the 

sponsors. She added an extra-special thank you to the Hillsdale Fire Department, which set up a sign to 

advertise the concerts when the electronic sign in the center of town was not operating. Ms. Ward 

encouraged residents to check the website for updates by 4:00 PM. She also urged residents to sign up for 

e-alerts on the website to get notifications on the concerts, as well as other Borough events. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz thanked Ms. Ward once again, and urged everyone to use the Borough email program to 
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distribute information. Emails can be sent to Ms. Witkowski, who would make sure that the information 

would be disseminated. Ms. Ward pointed out that there were some flyers on the table, which are also 

posted on the website. The sponsors are also listed on the website. 

 

PROCLAMATIONS: 

There were none this evening. 

 

PRESENTATIONS: 

Energy Strong – PSE&G 

Rosalie Serapiglia, the Regional Public Affairs Manager for Northern Bergen County, introduced her team, 

which includes George Suess; Bob Felton; Andrew Lojack; Juan Annonas; Nicole Rossi; and Jessica Kirk. 

Ms. Serapiglia stated that she just started with PSE&G in Bergen County in January 2015. She said she 

would be leaving some business cards to facilitate contacting her. 

 

Ms. Serapiglia gave an overview of the Energy Strong program in relation to the Hillsdale substation. The 

substation was built in 1965, and serves approximately 18,000 customers in approximately 24 towns in 

northern Bergen County. It is less than 200 feet from the Pascack Brook, and in a portion of its footprint is 

in the floodplain. Some of the most critical customers served by the substation include wastewater plants, 

senior facilities, hospital, and other transportation infrastructure. The site is supplied from within the 240 

KV transmission system, which also supplies other substations in the area. The Hillsdale substation 

supplies 26 KV to several smaller distribution stations, and 13 KV to distribution circuits that serve 

individual residents and businesses in the community. It is one of 29 substations that was presented in the 

Energy Strong filing to the Board of Public Utilities, which was approved in May 2014. In the wake of 

Hurricane Irene and the October 2011 snowstorm, the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities hired an 

independent consultant to review the responses of all four New Jersey electric distribution companies. That 

report, dated August 2012, which preceded Superstorm Sandy, amounted to 130 recommendations. Of 

those 130 recommendations, the focus seemed to be on customer communication and the need for 

improvement in that area; the susceptibility of area infrastructure to tree damage; and the vulnerability of 

substations to flooding. These recommendations were ultimately contained in the BPU order dated January 

2013, and as a response to that order, PSE&G filed its Energy Strong program. The goal of Energy Strong 

is to bring them the electric and gas infrastructure to make them less susceptible to damage from water, 

extreme wind, and flying debris. This program will improve the durability and stability of PSE&G’s energy 

distribution infrastructure to withstand the impacts of hurricanes and other severe weather events, and 

enabling faster response to customers when outages occur. In addition, the Energy Strong Program will 

increase the resiliency of PSE&G’s electric delivery system, allowing it to recover more quickly from 

damage caused during severe weather. The Energy Strong Program, which includes both gas and electric, 

was approved in May 2014. Since that approval was given, the Hillsdale substation was one of the first 

“raise and rebuild” locations that is now moving forward. 

 

Mr. Felton stated that he has been with PSE&G for 36 years. He pointed out that generally, when 

representatives from PSE&G appear before any local governing body, they are discussing improvements 

that need to be made to a substation to accommodate load growth, which is not the case here. The purpose 

tonight is to discuss resiliency and reliability associated with Hillsdale. Mr. Felton explained that the 

Energy Strong Program deals with distribution assets, and transmission hardening deals with transmission 

assets. 

 

Mr. Felton reminded everyone that on August 28, 2011, Hurricane Irene hit New Jersey, interrupting 

service to 775,000 PSE&G customers, many for extended periods of time. On October 29, 2012, Hurricane 

Sandy hit, which had an impact on 2.01 million customers, and caused interruptions to 91% of PSE&G’s 

customers, some of them for more than 15-17 days. Approximately one week after Hurricane Sandy, a 

powerful nor’easter occurred, knocking out power to many customers who had just had power restored to 

them. Mr. Felton’s point is that the weather in New Jersey has been very unpredictable, and it would have 

been very easy for PSE&G to take the position that they were “storms of the century,” PSE&G did not 

need to make any investments, because they probably will not happen again for at least 100 years. However, 

they did not take that position. Three months after power was restored to customers in the aftermath of 

Hurricane Sandy, the filing was made with the Board of Public Utilities on February 20, 2013. The initial 

filing was for $3.9 billion, and addressed all 83 stations that are in flood zones. After some negotiation, a 

$1.22 billion resolution was reached, of which $622 million was for flood mitigation. It was determined 

that only 29 of the 83 stations needed flood mitigation to survive, and Hillsdale is one of the stations. In 

fact, Hillsdale is one of the three largest Energy Strong transmission hardening projects included in that 

$622 million (Jackson Road and New Milford are the other two). It is a very critical station, and the 

property is almost fully utilized. When the work is completed, it will mitigate storm water intrusion in 

Hillsdale, and take care of any flood situations that will occur. Hillsdale will be two feet above the 

observed level during Hurricane Irene, and PSE&G will raise and rebuild all of the distribution and 

transmission assets in that station, so if another event similar to Hurricane Irene occurs, that station will be 
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in service, and the power flowing out of it to the streets and critical customers will be intact. 

 

Mr. Felton reiterated that the substation serves approximately 18,000 customers, with two 240 KV lines 

that come in from New Milford and Waldwick to bring power to the station. It is transformed to 26 KV and 

13 KV; the 26 KV serves the bigger customers, while the 13 KV is what runs through the streets in the 

polls to the homes. When a weather event occurs that includes high winds and lightning, a crew can usually 

be dispatched and power restored within several hours. However, when significant water intrusion occurs 

at the station, the power can be out for days or even weeks. On top of being forced to wait for the water to 

recede, everything must dry out, and wires must be checked before power can be restored. The ability to 

withstand this type of weather must be built into the stations. 

 

The first project involves the re-conducting of the V-2222 line, which is one of the 230 KV lines that 

comes into Hillsdale bringing power in from New Milford. It needs to be moved slightly to get ready for 

the first phase of the project. The second project is the Energy Strong piece of the project, in which PSE&G 

will raise and rebuild, and get rid of some a switch gears on some of the existing pads. The station will also 

be put on elevated concrete foundations; all six transformers will be raised, as well as all of the 

transmission equipment. When the project is finished, all of the equipment that needs to be raised to keep 

the station operable will be elevated. The purpose of all these projects is to strengthen and rebuild 

resiliency into the Hillsdale substation. It is essential to keep the station in service while all of this is 

occurring, and there is not a lot of room to do this on that property. Currently, PSE&G is negotiating to 

purchase a neighboring property to allow room for all of this to start. It will be done piecemeal, and will 

take approximately two years, but that is the only way to do it and maintain reliability of the substation 

without interruption. When the product is finished, all of the equipment will be state-of-the-art, including 

GIS equipment on the 230 KV side, and its output will lead to all six transformers, and all the switch gears 

will be elevated. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz asked if any of the work to be done requires EPA, DEP, or Planning Board approval. Mr. 

Felton answered that they are scheduled to go before the Zoning Board in July. Mayor Arnowitz asked if, 

because it is a County road, any approval is required from Bergen County. The county site plan was also 

approved. Mayor Arnowitz asked about the underground line, and whether it would require digging up the 

streets. Mr. Felton explained that all the work to be done would be inside the fence, and nothing would go 

out to the street, except for the little extension on the top left side. Mayor Arnowitz recommended that they 

also coordinate with the Police Department because of the tricky corner in that location. Mr. Felton noted 

that they are anxious to start and finish the project, because the sooner the project can start, the sooner the 

station can deal with any weather issues that occur. 

 

Council Member Meyerson asked about the 18,000 customers, and wondered if that was referring to 

households, or individuals. Mr. Felton asked that it means 18,000 account numbers, and Council Member 

Meyerson noted that means that it could affect 50,000 people or more. Council Member Meyerson also 

noted that during Hurricane Irene, people with sump pumps who lost power found their properties flooded. 

Mr. Felton answered that PSE&G had never seen anything like this in their stations in 100 years. Many 

other stations were also rendered inoperable due to the weather. Council Member Meyerson asked if, 

assuming the project will be completed, another storm occurs that is equivalent to Hurricane Irene, will the 

new substation prevent any outages might occur. Mr. Felton stated that it will, unless limbs fall down. 

 

Council Member Ruocco asked if any of the homeowners in Hillsdale will know that the remediation is 

occurring as it happens. Mr. Felton stated that they will not, other than the fact that PSE&G wants residents 

to be aware of the work. They will put signs on their fence to let everyone know that PSE&G is investing 

substantial funds into making the station resilient. Council Member Ruocco asked if there is any negative 

effect on the homeowners that PSE&G can foresee at this time. Mr. Felton explained that there are no 

foreseeable negative effects. However, there will be construction vehicles going in and out of that area, and 

residents will certainly be aware of those. 

 

Council Member Looes noted that Mr. Felton mentioned the limited space in that area, but it also seems 

that PSE&G will need a lot of equipment and vehicles, and she wondered if there will be enough space 

there for the work to be done. Mr. Felton responded that they are getting some laydown space for the 

equipment, which will run from Prospect Avenue. In addition, there will be some temporary parking 

assigned for the construction vehicles, in cooperation with Waste Management. Mr. Annonas, the Project 

Manager for Hillsdale, explained that they have already leased a facility from Waste Management, which is 

approximately .7 acres in size, to laydown materials. They are also in the process of leasing a parking lot 

and small building at 93 Prospect Avenue. At this time, it is used for school buses. However, all of that 

area will be given over to parking for the construction workers and vehicles. The building will be used as a 

construction trailer, so at this time, PSE&G does not plan to use any other construction trailers. Mr. 

Annonas stated that there might be a need to park their vehicles in front of the substation from time to time, 

which they would coordinate with the Police Department. All of the plans have been made to allow for the 
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work to proceed on the substation without any interruption of services to customers. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz asked if any of the businesses in that area will be disrupted by traffic or parking, or if their 

businesses will be able to operate in a normal fashion. Mr. Annonas explained that that was why they 

decided to lease a parking lot. Mayor Arnowitz suggested that a press release be distributed to local 

newspapers when the work is ready to begin. 

 

Ms. Serapiglia stated that Ms. Kirk and other communications specialist will be notifying residents around 

the substation, and they will be in communication with Ms. Witkowski. In addition, Ms. Serapiglia expects 

that there will be many meetings with the Police Department and other Borough entities. There is a lot of 

community outreach that is planned, including a hotline number. The Borough can put a copy of the 

PSE&G letter on its website, and direct residents to a specific link with information about Energy Strong, 

as well as information about the work being done in Hillsdale. 

 

Council President Pizzella mentioned that one of his clients does a substantial amount of work for PSE&G. 

He asked how long PSE&G would be leasing space at 93 Prospect Avenue, as well as the space to be 

leased from Waste Management. Mr. Annonas explained that there are two main phases of this project, the 

Energy Strong portion and the transmission handling. The Energy Strong project will be completed by 

March 2017, and the rest of the work will be completed by the end of 2018. Council President Pizzella 

asked if there are currently any lease agreements stating those terms, and Mr. Annonas confirmed that there 

are. The agreement with Waste Management went into effect on July 1, 2015, and the one for 93 Prospect 

Avenue (building and parking lot) is being negotiated at this time. It is hoped that the lease will be 

executed in approximately 1-2 weeks. Council President Pizzella asked if the parking lot will remain there 

when the job is done. Mr. Annonas answered that the parking lot already exists at that location, and is 

being used now, and nothing will be changed at the parking lot while the construction work is ongoing. It is 

only to be used as a parking lot for construction workers. Council President Pizzella asked if it will be a 

permanent parking lot. Mr. Annonas said that it will continue to be a parking lot, as it is now. Mayor 

Arnowitz interjected that it is already a parking lot. Council President Pizzella noted that it was stated that 

more property would be added to the facility for future growth, and he wondered if there would be any 

impact with respect to safety on residents around that area. Mr. Annonas responded that there would be 

none at all. Council President Pizzella asked Mr. Felton about the aesthetics, wondering if the entire 

substation would be enclosed. Mr. Felton explained that currently, substation is described as AIS, or an air-

insulated substation, which uses up a lot of space. The new substation will be GIS, which means equipment 

will be enclosed in a gas-insulated building, with underground cables, and will take up much less space. 

There will be much less equipment visible than there is now. Finally, Council President Pizzella asked if, 

when the negotiations with the sellers of the additional piece of property are completed, PSE&G would be 

seeking to merge those lots. Ms. Serapiglia responded that the corporate property division of PSE&G has 

obtained information from the Borough Council, and are working with that at this time, and are awaiting 

some additional information regarding different scenarios. Mayor Arnowitz pointed out that any discussion 

about merging the properties must go before the Planning Board. 

 

Deer Population – Environmental Commission 

Teresa Pendergast, 281 Ell Road, is a member of the Environmental Commission, and she presented a 

summary from the Deer Management Seminar. There has been an increase in the deer population, leading 

to many accidents, as well as the deer eating vegetation in Hillsdale. Coyotes prey on deer. The deer seem 

to be losing their fear of humans, causing them to change their behavioral patterns. There are concerns 

about the spread of diseases. There are actions that can be taken, such as adopting ordinances banning 

feeding of the deer, and to open up public lands for hunting. At the seminar, it was felt that hunting is a safe 

sport. There are different farmers and residential groups that refer to this. One of the recommendations was 

to allow bow and arrow hunting of the deer within 150 feet of a structure; private property could be 

opened; and night hunting could be allowed. Each municipality needs to hear from its residents, and must 

continually manage this issue. In addition, it is essential to have cooperation from the Board of Health, and 

transparency within the town. Some of the tools and tactics to deal with the overpopulation of deer include 

using salt blocks to reduce the reproductive potential of the deer; using resilient plants that deer do not like 

to eat; fencing (eight-foot fences, as well as reflectors and whistles); chemical repellents; noise; and, 

perhaps the most effective method, hunting. Trapping and relocating does not work well with deer, because 

approximately 30% of them die on transfer. Contraception programs involve a higher cost (approximately 

$800 per animal), and the population still increases. 

 

After reviewing and discussing these topics, the Environmental Commission many policies and statistics on 

deer populations, and made the following recommendations. Before any ordinance is passed, they would 

like to provide a forum to address the concerns of businesses, farmers, and residents. It is essential to elicit 

feedback, cooperation, and community outreach ideas with the Board of Health and determine feasibility of 

different parallel policies with neighboring towns. If several communities work together, a program could 

be much more successful. The EC also recommends education on deer-resistant planting, which include 
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flowers, trees, and shrubs. The EC does not support hunting, as research shows that the high reproductive 

rate of deer will quickly compensate for population decline by a bounce back effect. It is also very unsafe 

for residents in a highly populated suburban area. The EC would support a non-feeding ordinance, but 

enforceability would have to be discussed, along with a community outreach education campaign so that 

residents will understand the impact of non-feeding. The EC also recommends conserving remaining open 

space parcels in Hillsdale to provide a habitat and reduce increasing the encroachment of deer in residential 

areas. Open space corridors could be provided between neighboring towns to allow the deer corridors in 

which to travel without encroaching on streets and other private property. Other communities have 

provided tunnels, bridges, greenways, etc., for the animals to try to deal with the situation in a humane 

fashion. It was also discovered that killing deer can also cause accelerated levels of Lyme disease, because 

when the deer population is killed off, the deer ticks find other rodents like chipmunks, mice, raccoons and 

squirrels, and quite often, they will also burrow on household pets. Ms. Pendergast also noted that there are 

approximately 8 does for every buck in the wild, and because deer are not monogamous, they will often 

mate with does that are left behind. That can set the stage for a population explosion. Therefore, the EC 

supports an ordinance banning the feeding of deer. Mayor Arnowitz thanked Ms. Pendergast for her report. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Regular Meeting May 5, 2015 
 
Motion to approve by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member Meyerson. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 
Abstain: Council Members DeRosa 
 
Regular Meeting May 12, 2015 
 
Motion to approve by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member Meyerson, and 
unanimously carried. 
 

PROFESSIONALS REPORTS/MONTHLY  DEPARTMENT  REPORTS: 
(The following correspondence on file in Borough Clerk’s Office) 
Borough Engineer – June 30, 2015 
David Juzmeski of Neglia and Associates presented the monthly report. The original report was 
submitted on June 30, 2015, but Mr. Juzmeski stated that he has some updates to that report. He noted 
that methane sensors for the building at Centennial Field were ordered, and they will be delivered on 
July 17, with installation to follow shortly thereafter. The necessary parts have also been ordered (May 
27) to repair the Public Library elevator, which require a 4-5 week lead time. The repairs are expected 
to be performed within one-two weeks after that. 
 
With respect to the 271 Wierimus Road drainage, Mr. Juzmeski stated that his firm went out there with 
members of the DPW to inspect the area, and Neglia and Associates made some recommendations. 
One of those was that, after examining some of the tax maps of the area, approximately 20-25 
easements were identified. A title report was requested to find out who owns the easements. The report 
was prepared indicating that there was no easement in place, which Mr. Juzmeski cannot comprehend. 
Some even information was provided, but that pertains to a water main on Craig Road, not the 
easements for 271 Wierimus Road. This will require some additional investigation to identify the 
owner of the easements to assess who is responsible for that property, after which time the line can be 
inspected and confirm the level of repair required for the drainage system. 
 
With respect to the PSE&G Energy Strong Program and the presentation, Mr. Juzmeski noted that if 
the lots are consolidated, that would be a Planning/Zoning Board issue. However, if they encroach on 
to the right-of-way of the existing road, then his firm would like to examine the plans because some 
easements might be required for any utilities that might be affected. 
 
Regarding the road paving portion of the Energy Strong Program, a list was prepared, and it was 
recommended that half of Hazelwood Road be paved. However, Mr. Juzmeski pointed out that the road 
is in such poor condition that it will deteriorate in a short period of time, so his firm recommends that, 
rather than milling and paving half of the road, take the tonnage of allotted paving material for that area 
and pave a full portion of another road that is also on the list to be paved by PSE&G. The 
determination of the road to be paved will have to be discussed by the Borough Council. Mr. Juzmeski 
is not sure if that is a decision that must be made tonight. Ms. Witkowski asked if Mr. Juzmeski had a 
recommendation for the alternative road, and Mr. Juzmeski said that his firm could assess the roads on 
the list and make a recommendation. Ms. Witkowski suggested that the Borough Council start with a 
recommendation of Neglia and Associates. She asked when the paving is scheduled to be performed. 
Mr. Juzmeski stated that it was scheduled to start soon, but another municipality confirmed that there 
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are some roads which require a moratorium, and Hillsdale is next in line for the paving program. He 
will give Ms. Witkowski exact dates. Mayor Arnowitz noted that this is the only Borough Council 
meeting to be held this month, so he asked the Council Members to take the recommendation of Neglia 
and Associates and authorize Ms. Witkowski to move forward with this project. He directed Mr. 
Juzmeski to give his recommendations to Ms. Witkowski, and plan on proceeding with the paving 
project based on those recommendations. Ms. Witkowski will send a notice to the Borough Council 
and Mr. O’Rourke. 
 
With respect to the road program for 2015, Neglia and Associates submitted estimates for four roads: 
Hillsdale Avenue, Everdell Avenue, Sycamore Avenue, and Lafayette Avenue. Mr. Juzmeski stated 
that they need confirmation that they can move forward with those roads as part of the 2015 road 
program. Mayor Arnowitz asked if Mr. Juzmeski referred to the County portion of Hillsdale Avenue, 
and Mr. Juzmeski noted that it was only the portion from Cedar Lane to Kinderkamack Road. Mayor 
Arnowitz recalled that one of his recommendations at the last Council meeting was that if any work 
was to be done around that area, the sidewalks from Cedar Lane to Beechwood Park should be 
examined. Mr. Juzmeski responded that his firm prepared a draft for NJDOT discretionary funding to 
do the sidewalk portion within that grant program. Council Member Meyerson and Council Member 
Ruocco pointed out that the Hillsdale Avenue portion was taken out, and that work should only proceed 
on Everdell, Sycamore, and Lafayette. There was a discussion about the possibility of the Hillsdale 
Avenue portion qualifying for some sort of grant in 2016. Mr. Juzmeski agreed that it was part of the 
NJDOT discretionary funding draft application that was prepared, and the mistake was his. Council 
Member Ruocco recalled Mr. Polyniak making that recommendation in one of his reports to the 
Borough Council. 
 
Moving on to the Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund for 2015, Mr. Juzmeski noted that if the 
Council Members want to submit an application, the deadline is September 3, 2015. There are a couple 
of projects that may have been discussed, or need to be discussed. Neglia and Associates prepared 
some plans and initial estimates for an outdoor fitness area, and Mr. Juzmeski did not know if there 
was any intention to move forward with that project, or if there was some other project that the 
Borough Council wished to investigate. Mayor Arnowitz pointed out that there was no budget for that 
for 2015 or 2016, and the Finance Committee will have to make a recommendation when they start the 
next budget process. Council Member Ruocco explained that this is the so-called “adult playground” 
that the Board of Health is very interested in pursuing it. Council President Pizzella may have had 
some discussions about this. Council President Pizzella stated that he and Council Member Looes met 
with Mr. Polyniak in order to make a recommendation to the Borough Council with respect to what 
Open Space projects should be pursued. This is one that they felt would be worth pursuing, and they 
wanted to expand it so that it was not only targeted toward senior citizens, but could be used by anyone 
as a fitness area. Mayor Arnowitz noted that it will require funding, and that is up to the Finance 
Committee to review. Council President Pizzella noted that he and Council Member Looes were asked 
to make a recommendation to the Borough Council before the Finance Committee considered the 
project. Mayor Arnowitz thought that was already done, and the Council Members agreed to pursue it, 
which the other Council Members corrected to say that no action or discussion had been taken on this 
matter. Council Pizzella noted that there were other projects at that time that seemed to have merit, 
including the issues with Centennial Field, etc. Council Member Looes pointed out that this is 
something that the Board of Health has been requesting and they will support this type of project. She 
added that one of the suggestions made by her and Council President Pizzella was that, instead of 
calling it an “adult playground,” and could be called a fitness park, with a walking path and other non-
intensive apparatus for adults to use for stretching and other exercise purposes, if they wish. The area 
being discussed previously had equipment, but it was equipment for children, and was removed. The 
area in question is at Stonybrook, in a corner near the path that goes from Piermont Avenue to 
Stonybrook. Mayor Arnowitz asked if a decision needs to be made immediately, which said is not the 
case. Council Member Ruocco explained that the initial application could be made for the grant, and 
the Finance Committee would recommend to the Borough Council that the matched portion be part of 
the 2016 budget. Mayor Arnowitz said he was under the impression that this would be moving forward, 
but it was predicated on a recommendation from the Finance Committee because of the 
recommendation made by Mr. Benecke about borrowing for 2016. Council Member Ruocco thought 
that the Borough could probably absorb the amount within the existing budget. Council President 
Pizzella recalled that the total cost was approximately $50,000, including equipment that Council 
Member Looes and Council President Pizzella thought was excessive for Hillsdale. They modified the 
equipment to be included. 
 
Council Member Meyerson asked under which program the matching grant would fall. Council 
President Pizzella answered that it would be under the Bergen County Open Space Grant funds. It is 
the same program as the one for the train station, and Council Member Meyerson wanted to know if it 
was the same program that would allegedly pay for the Tandy/Allen property, or if it is a similar 
program. Mayor Arnowitz explained that the Tandy/Allen property falls under a different Open Space 
grant, and Council President Pizzella stated that although it is an Open Space grant, it is not a matching 
grant, because the funds to be used are from a litigation settlement. In addition, the Green Acres fund is 
paying for portion of the Tandy/Allen property. Council Member Meyerson stated that he was told that 
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the program in question also has funding for similar projects, and the money did not come from any 
type of legal action. Council Member Meyerson believes that Robert Abbatomarco runs that program, 
and he suggested that he be asked if funds are available for this particular grant. Mayor Arnowitz asked 
Council Member Meyerson to reach out to Mr. Abbatomarco. At the same time, the Borough could 
apply for the matching grant. Mr. Juzmeski explained that there are two different divisions for Open 
Space funding. One is a municipal division, which is a matching grant program that provides grants for 
improvements to municipal parks. The other is another division that has funds for land acquisition, 
which is not a matching grant program. This particular grant falls under the municipal portion. Council 
Member Meyerson believes that the land acquisition type of grant provides funds to develop park-like 
areas for municipalities. Mr. Juzmeski said he does not believe that would be applicable to what is 
being proposed in Hillsdale. Council Member Meyerson pointed out that if, for example, community 
wants to use a park as a field, there are programs available to do that, as well as other fields/park-type 
activities. Mr. Juzmeski said he would get more information, but he does not believe that is the case. 
He believes that the fitness area would qualify for this particular grant program. 
 
Council President Pizzella reminded the other Council Members that Mr. Polyniak asked them to make 
a recommendation, because Mr. Polyniak wanted to apply for one of the Open Space grants. The 
fitness park has been an ongoing discussion for some time, and he and Council Member Looes believe 
that this particular park would be the best one to make application for. Mayor Arnowitz stated that he 
agreed with applying for the grant, but there is no harm in searching for other funding sources that 
might cover 100% of the costs. In any case, a dollar amount has to be determined before the Finance 
Committee can make any recommendation. Council Member Ruocco pointed out that because it takes 
time for the grant process, it might be 2017 before anything can be implemented, which gives the 
Borough more flexibility to consider any additional indebtedness. Mr. Juzmeski added that the 
construction period is approximately two years. 
 
Next, Mr. Juzmeski mentioned the sidewalks on Hillsdale Avenue. A draft application was prepared for 
discretionary funding from NJDOT, which was submitted Borough with a resolution for review. Mayor 
Arnowitz asked if there was any new information on the railroad station grant. Mr. Juzmeski responded 
that there was a recommendation to the Bergen County Board of Chosen Freeholders to award the 
grant for $100,000. The Freeholders will meet on July 15 to act on the recommendation, which he 
expects will be approved. Mayor Arnowitz stated that if Hillsdale receives the grant, construction will 
not begin until 2016. Mr. Juzmeski explained that there will be some permitting necessary because it is 
a historic building, and there is some other work that must be done before construction can begin. 
Mayor Arnowitz added that as soon as a determination has been made, New Jersey Transit must be 
brought into the discussion. Currently, they are aware of the situation, but Mayor Arnowitz assumes 
that they must be informed about what exactly is going to be done. Mr. Juzmeski stated that his firm 
has been in contact with New Jersey Transit, and will continue to keep them informed. Council 
Member Meyerson noted that it is a matching grant, which Mayor Arnowitz confirmed. Council 
President Pizzella added that it is a matching grant, and the Borough has up to two years to begin and 
complete the project. He also noted that the funds are included in the capital improvement budget. 
 
Council Member Ruocco asked about the remote possibility of remote enforcement action with respect 
to the methane sensors at Centennial Field, which Mr. Juzmeski indicated in the report was not likely to 
happen. Council Member Ruocco wanted Mr. Juzmeski’s opinion on the outstanding items that have to 
be completed, because that is a potential liability for the Borough. Mr. Juzmeski answered that progress 
on the outstanding items continues even as they were discussing it, and that the DPW has decreased the 
number of items on the list. As of this time, no negative feedback has been received from NJDEP with 
respect to how fast the work is progressing. The schedule has been maintained, and will be maintained 
as long as possible. Ms. Witkowski pointed out that there are some items on the list that cannot be 
taken care of until the bond ordinance has passed. As each item is completed, the information is sent to 
NJDEP to show that progress is being made. 
 
Ambulance Corps – Mayor Arnowitz reminded everyone that the Ambulance Corps is still looking for 
donations, because they still need a new ambulance. 
 
DPW – Mayor Arnowitz asked Daniel O’Rourke, Interim Superintendent for the DPW, to introduce 
himself to everyone. Mr. O’Rourke stated that so far, everything has been progressing smoothly as far 
as the transition is concerned from a regular employee to Superintendent. Recently, there was a 
scarifier broken down, and Mr. O’Rourke borrowed the necessary machinery from Washington 
Township. Due to the fact that there is a tournament scheduled for the end of July, Mr. O’Rourke 
pointed out that a second scarifier would be needed, and he also enlisted help from Westwood to 
borrow their machinery. This costs the Borough no money. The DPW also worked on a project at the 
Public Library, which had requested more parking spaces. They requested that a fence be removed and 
relocated across the street. After speaking with Dave Franz, Director of the Public Library, who 
explained what he wanted, Mr. O’Rourke explained what could be done. Re-installing the fence across 
the street would not have been possible, because it would require digging into the ground and there are 
gas and electric lines that run underground. Mr. O’Rourke suggested putting up a chain across the 
street. A DOT sign was put on the chain to make it more visible. One resident complained that he does 
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not like the aesthetics of it, but Mr. O’Rourke wants to leave it there until a permanent solution can be 
determined. Mr. Franklin also notified Mr. O’Rourke that all of the lights on Broadway have been 
installed, including the monument and railroad station lights. At Centennial Field, one of the poles was 
struck by lightning, so there is no lighting in the field at this time, except at the parking lot, which is 
controlled by PSE&G. someone is coming on Friday to try to get the lights working for the weekend, 
although Mr. O’Rourke and Mr. Franklin had found an alternative way to get the lights working for the 
tournament. 
 
Council Member Meyerson welcomed Mr. O’Rourke, and noted that the Council Members received a 
letter from a resident on Ralph Avenue, which Mr. O’Rourke said he was not aware of. Mr. O’Rourke 
noted that he was made aware of certain situations by his predecessor, but nothing about this situation. 
He know that there is a flooding issue in that area, and he also knows that when it occurs, due to the 
amount of rain that falls, there is no other place for it to go. 
 
Council Member DeRosa thanked Mr. O’Rourke for working on the lights, because having them 
operational for the tournament was very important to the Hillsdale Baseball/Softball Association. In 
addition, Council Member DeRosa said that the DPW was able to help the Ambulance Corps with the 
use of the River Vale ambulance while the Hillsdale ambulance was being repaired. The DPW staff 
serviced  the River Vale ambulance in order to give it back to them in good working order. 
 
Council President Pizzella said he was confused, and wanted to know if the lights would be ready for 
the tournament. Mr. O’Rourke responded that they are trying to have them ready, and if the parts that 
come in work, they will go up immediately. They will turn on the lights to see which ones work and 
which ones do not. The ones that do not work will be examined by Mr. Franklin to determine what 
needs to be replaced. If the causes is something else, Mr. O’Rourke and Mr. Franklin have discussed a 
way to hard-wire the lights to be turned on by the circuit breaker. Council President Pizzella asked 
about whether Mr. O’Rourke has any plan on how to approach the Public Library Board of Trustees 
with respect to the chain and fence situation. Mr. O’Rourke answered that he has discussed the 
situation with Mr. Franz and Douglas Frank, one of the Trustees. Mr. O’Rourke explained that the gate 
will not work, because it will not fit across the street, and a chain is the cheapest and easiest way to 
block access. Moreover, the chain actually helps give access to the Fire Department in an emergency, 
because it gives them more room for their vehicles to fit through there. Mr. O’Rourke explained that 
this is an ongoing process, and he will be discussing it again with Mr. Franz and Mr. Frank to see what 
can be done to resolve the issue, especially with respect to the resident who keeps complaining about 
the aesthetics. Mr. O’Rourke pointed out that the resident is also complaining that there has been more 
vehicle traffic coming down the road, which Mr. O’Rourke cannot understand, because the street is a 
dead-end. The resident is also complaining that the chain is at neck height for children on bicycles, 
which Mr. O’Rourke also cannot understand, because the chain height is approximately 3 feet at its 
highest, and approximately 2 feet high where it drops. 
 
Ms. Witkowski pointed out that Mr. O’Rourke has hit the ground running, and is doing a phenomenal 
job. He is working very well with the department heads and other Borough staff, and is doing his best 
to get everything done that needs to be done on a daily basis. With respect to the flooding on Ralph 
Avenue, Ms. Witkowski noted that it will be discussed further. She has also gone to look at the chain 
that was put up by the Public Library, and it was put on a Borough Council meeting agenda due to the 
concerns expressed by the resident. There is a NJDOT sign there, and the chain is lit by a street light at 
night, so it is well-illuminated. Ms. Witkowski also pointed out that it is much cheaper and easier to 
replace the chain than it is to replace fencing. It definitely makes things easier for emergency vehicles. 
 
Mayor Arnowitz reminded Mr. O’Rourke that last year, there were long discussions about DPW 
equipment, mainly with respect to snow and leaf removal. Mayor Arnowitz wanted to make sure that 
Mr. O’Rourke works closely with Council Member DeRosa to ensure that during the transition, the 
DPW does not lack anything. Council Member DeRosa is aware of the prior discussions, and Mayor 
Arnowitz told Mr. O’Rourke to keep in contact with Council Member DeRosa and Ms. Witkowski to 
ensure that before the end of the summer, anything needed for snow removal has been ordered. 
 
Fire Chief Domville stated that he and Mr. O’Rourke discussed the situation regarding the chain, and 
Mr. O’Rourke had great concerns about Fire Department vehicles being able to access that area. Chief 
Domville also is investigating the possibility of some capital improvements for stabilization equipment, 
and Mr. O’Rourke lent him a loader with an operator, at no cost to the Borough. Chief Domville was 
able to find a second vendor and as a result, he thinks that the final price might be under what he 
expected to spend. He thanked Mr. O’Rourke for going out of his way when Chief Domville requested 
help. Chief Domville thanked Mr. O’Rourke, and on behalf of the Hillsdale Fire Department, publicly 
thanked him for all he did in the past few weeks to help. 
 
Council President Pizzella stated that as a member of the Finance Committee, and he will be very 
curious to see Mr. O’Rourke’s reaction to the list compiled by the previous Superintendent before 
leaving his position. 
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Fire Department – May 2015 
 
Health Department – June 2015 (no meetings in summer) 
 
Police Department – Lieutenant Sean Smith presented the report for June 2015. During the month of 
May, there were 90 dispatch shifts, all of which were covered by dispatch personnel, except for an 
eight-hour period, which was covered by a police officer for overtime. This past month, the Police 
Department generated $10,100 in reimbursable revenue from outside contractors. The year-to-date total 
is $62,972. The DARE graduation was held in June at St. John’s Academy. Officers Sayers, Kaplan, 
Considine, and Dispatchers Vergnes and Cook assisted with the regional Junior Police Academy, 
hosted by the Hillsdale, Westwood, and Washington Township Police Departments. It is a week-long 
event, and was attended by more than 60 children from this area. SRO Hampton and Sergeant 
Donaldson attended a school safety symposium hosted by the FBI. The event featured Pascack Valley 
High School, and Hillsdale Officers discussed active shooter events and critical planning with other 
agencies and school board staff. Chief Francaviglia stated that the Borough Council should have 
received the Department’s annual report for 2014. 
 
Finally, Officer Kaplan has been working on a new project for the Police Department called “National 
Night Out,” which has been recognized nationwide. It will occur on August 4, 2015, at Memorial Field, 
beginning at 6:30 PM. Everyone is encouraged to attend. Mayor Arnowitz asked if any kind of lights 
would be put up for that event. Lieutenant Smith answered that because it starts at 6:30 PM, when it is 
not yet dark, and no one is sure what time it will end, they are working on a rain date at this time. 
Mayor Arnowitz suggested that the Fire Department could bring their emergency lighting over. 
Council Member Meyerson what type of festivities are planned. Lieutenant Smith compared it to a 
carnival without the rides. 
 
Council Member Looes noted that there were two events at George White School since the previous 
Borough Council meeting. One of them was the Torch Run, which was a wonderful event, and she 
recommended that the entire school be involved in that. Lieutenant Smith noted that the Torch Run is 
sponsored by the Special Olympics, and it occurs once a year. Officer Sayers, the primary DARE 
officer, was able to raise more than $4,000 from the students, who were honored that day, along with 
the rest of the fifth-graders. Lieutenant Smith stated that he believed Councilman Looes’s 
recommendation will be followed next year, and with the school’s permission, the entire school will 
come out in support of the program. Council Member Looes said it was very uplifting, with the fifth-
grade students standing around the circle in front of George White School as the Special Olympics 
participants ran past them. The fifth-graders were enthusiastically cheering them on. Lieutenant Smith 
commended Officer Sayers again for his initiative and participation in the event. The other event that 
occurred was the evacuation drill, in which students from George White School were evacuated to 
Pascack Valley High School in a drill. The Hillsdale Police Department took an active role in the drill, 
with their presence at intersections to explain to the students that it was not evacuation of George 
White School, the students would have to go to Pascack Valley High School, and the route to be 
followed. It progressed very smoothly, according to Council Member Looes. Lieutenant Smith 
acknowledged that people do not understand the logistics involved with evacuating a school, and 
moving the entire student body to another location. 
 
Recreation/Stonybrook – There was no meeting, because it was canceled. Council Member DeGise 
spoke to Patty Hughes, who stated that membership, is still below the expected numbers. Mayor 
Arnowitz stated that he is concerned about funding for the budget. Council Member DeRosa will report 
on the pool revenue for the Finance Committee. Council Member Meyerson noted that this year, the 
Borough is not relying on Stonybrook for revenue. 
 
Motion to accept, receive, and file by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member Ruocco, and 
unanimously approved. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. COAH Update Joint Meeting with Planning Board Dates 

Ms. Witkowski is still waiting for council to get back to her with the dates. 

 

2. Budget – Planning Board 

Council Member Meyerson stated that he planned to discuss this during the approval of the bill list, but he 

was more than happy to do it now. He noted that the Mayor and Council received an email from Mr. 

Kaufmann, the CFO, who was apparently unaware that they had received a similar email from the previous 

CFO. This is the second time this subject has arisen, and the Council has not dealt with it, and Council 

Member Meyerson thinks it is time for them to do so. The subject of the email was payment of the 

secretarial costs for the Land Use board, and it pointed out that the secretary was being paid $75 per hour. 

This was originally brought up approximately 1.5 years ago, but was not discussed in any detail. The 

subject arose again during the budget discussions among the Finance Committee members, but it was also 

not discussed in any detail at that time. Council Member Meyerson thinks it can no longer be ignored. The 
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email was lengthy and outlined how much the secretarial services are costing the Borough, which is 

approximately $10,000 more than it should cost. From a legal standpoint, Council Member Meyerson is 

aware that once a budget is set for the Planning Board, they are entitled to spend that money as they see fit. 

However, when the money is being used in a way that Councilman Meyerson, as well as the CFO, feels is 

wasteful, it should be discussed. Mayor Arnowitz noted that the Chair of the Planning Board was in 

attendance tonight, and Council President Pizzella serves on the Planning Board. Mayor Arnowitz 

suggested that perhaps Council Member Meyerson could discuss the situation with the Chairperson of the 

Planning Board, Council President Pizzella, and the CFO, as well as another member of the Planning Board 

before any budget discussions are held for next year. Council Member Meyerson does not understand why 

this must wait another year before being resolved. Mayor Arnowitz commented that the Planning Board 

must agree to make any changes; the Council cannot dictate to them how their money must be spent. In 

good practice, if the Planning Board is convinced that there is a problem, it should be addressed, but the 

Council cannot mandate such actions. That is why Mayor Arnowitz strongly urged Council Member 

Meyerson to meet with them to discuss any changes that need to be made. 

 

Council President Pizzella, in his capacity as liaison to the Planning Board, commented that he understood 

that the pay rate was established in 2009, and it has not changed since then. He suggested that the reason 

for the rate being established should be investigated. Council President Pizzella discussed this subject with 

the Chairperson of the Planning Board, as well as with the Planning Board Attorney. The Borough Council 

has no oversight function over the Planning Board. The reason for that is due to the fact that they are two 

separate governing bodies, and their decisions are supposed to be free from any political influence. When 

this was pointed out to the Planning Board Chairperson, who attended a Finance Committee meeting, he 

agreed to look into it in the next budget cycle. Council President Pizzella believes that if the Council raises 

the issue again, it would seem as if the Council is cherry-picking, because the fact that the Planning Board 

has been coming in under budget in the last couple of years is being ignored. It seems to Council President 

Pizzella that the Council is suggesting that authority be circumvented, and the procedures and processes 

that now stand should be changed. Mayor Arnowitz adamantly opposed what Council President Pizzella 

said, stating emphatically that he did not say anything of the kind. Mayor Arnowitz explained that because 

something is budgeted, and a public entity comes in under budget, it does not mean that the funds must be 

spent, and it does not mean that more money cannot be saved. Mayor Arnowitz said his only suggestion is 

that there is a Council Member who has one-sixth of the vote, and will go into the budget process next year 

trying to work out with the Planning Board to reach an agreement on this. In the alternative, the Finance 

Committee can decrease the 2016 Planning Board budget if they choose to do so, and the Planning Board 

would have to live with that decreased budget. Council President Pizzella stated that when he was trying to 

say was that this was brought to the attention of the Chairperson of the Planning Board, and he agreed to 

look into it during the next budget cycle. Council Member Ruocco mentioned that it occurred at the 

Finance Committee meeting in April 2015. Mayor Arnowitz commented that if Council Members 

Meyerson and Ruocco, and Mike Giancarlo, Chairman of the Planning Board, wanted to meet to discuss 

the issue, it would have to be their decision to do that. 

 

Council Member Meyerson stated that he would like to hear from Mr. Giancarlo to get a sense of how the 

Planning Board views this issue. Council Member Meyerson stated that he is aware that is up to the 

Planning Board to decide how to spend their funds. However, when there is a CFO pointing out that 

thousands of dollars are being expended for this service, Council Member Meyerson said he would like to 

encourage the land-use board to engage their own secretary at regular secretarial rates instead of 

overpaying for such services. 

 

Michael Giancarlo, 520 Hillsdale Avenue, is Chairman of the Planning Board. He stated that he does not 

understand why this is a topic of discussion six months after meeting with the Finance Committee. At that 

time, Council Member Meyerson brought up the fact that he would like for the Planning Board to share a 

secretary with the Borough Council. Mr. Giancarlo did not think that the Planning Board would like to do 

that, because they would like to hire their own secretary, which they discuss doing every year. Council 

Member Meyerson pointed out that he has no problem with what the Planning Board does with respect to 

secretarial staff, and Mr. Giancarlo noted that it was the only thing that was discussed at that time, and he 

agreed to bring it back to the Planning Board, but it would have to be done when they do their negotiations 

and discussions. Council Member Meyerson commented that he does not know what type of contract the 

Planning Board has with the Engineer, but this subject was discussed when Mr. Giancarlo came to the 

Finance Committee meeting. At that time, and Council Member Meyerson recommended that the 

secretarial costs be dramatically cut, which could be done by having a secretary work out of Borough Hall. 

Council Member Meyerson was told that it was up to the Planning Board how they wished to engage their 

professionals and their staff, and Council Member Meyerson has no problem with that. However, a new 

CFO was hired approximately two months ago, and one of the first things he did was to review the budget, 

and he sent the email in question to the Mayor and Council asking if they were aware that these payments 

were being made. Council Member Meyerson pointed out that he has experience working with Planning 

Boards in various municipalities, and nearly all of them pay secretaries who work out of their own 
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municipalities. He told Mr. Giancarlo that it is up to the Planning Board to decide how it wants to employ 

and pay its own staff, but Council Member Meyerson objects to such overspending. As an example, 

Council Member Meyerson said he looked at one of the last bills paid for Planning Board secretarial 

services. The secretary charge $75 per hour to transcribe minutes, and there were four pages of minutes. 

The Borough Council pays $3 per page for transcription of minutes. The Borough would buy the Planning 

Board’s secretary $225 for four pages of minutes, for which the Borough Council pays only $12. Mr. 

Giancarlo explained that the transcriptionist is not a secretary, although that is her title. He stated that 

Council Member Meyerson was completely minimizing and misrepresenting what she actually does. Mr. 

Giancarlo speaks with her approximately six times per day. She interacts on the half of the Borough 

Engineer, and the Engineer does not charge more than that, because the secretary is answering many of the 

questions. None of that appears on the bill Council Member Meyerson sees. Mr. Giancarlo continued by 

saying that there are many huge applications currently before the Planning Board, and all of the members 

on the Planning Board are volunteers. The Borough does not pay for the Attorney or the Engineer; their 

fees are paid by the applicants. The only fees paid by the Borough are for those professionals when they 

appear at the Planning Board meetings, or at Borough Council meetings. In addition, there is a secretary 

who operates on behalf of the Borough Engineer. Mr. Giancarlo calls her multiple times during the day, 

and the Attorney also calls her multiple times during the day. None of that appears on the bill for her 

services. Council Member Meyerson said he did not want to discuss what was not on her bill. Mr. 

Giancarlo said he does not understand why this is being discussed now. It was discussed six months ago, 

and he that at the end of the year the Planning Board discusses the budget for the coming year, and as he 

explained to Council Member Ruocco, this will be discussed at the end of this year. No one mentioned to 

Mr. Giancarlo that this was an issue, except for Council Member Meyerson, who thought that the Planning 

Board should share a secretary with the Borough Council, which Mr. Giancarlo did not think was a good 

idea. He does not understand why the Planning Board’s secretary is an issue in the middle of the summer. 

Mr. Giancarlo had no notification about this discussion; he said he only found out about it after looking at 

the agenda for this meeting, forcing him to prepare notes at the last minute. There is a Planning Board 

liaison on the Council, as well as a Mayoral appointment to the Planning Board, either of whom could have 

given him the courtesy of notifying him that this would be discussed. In addition, Mr. Giancarlo does not 

understand why there is an issue because this rate was set in 2009. Council Member DeGise, who was 

Chairman of the Planning Board at that time, set the rate at $75 per hour. Every year the rate is reviewed, 

and it never became an issue until this summer. 

 

Council Member Meyerson interjected that that was not true, because he brought it up approximately a year 

and a half ago, and the previous CFO also brought up. Mr. Ginacarlo stated the he met with Council 

Member Meyerson Council Member Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella in the chambers behind the 

dais. At that time, Council Member Meyerson said he thought it would be a good idea for a secretary to be 

shared between the Planning Board and the Borough Council. Council Member Meyerson recalled that this 

is not a new issue, but had been brought up before once before with the CFO and it was discussed with this 

Council a year and a half ago that Mr. Giancarlo knew about this because he was on the planning board at 

the time. Mr. Giancarlo reiterated that this is something that has been in their budget year after year since 

2009. 

 

Council Member DeRosa interjected to ask if Mayor Arnowitz wanted to allow this discussion to continue. 

Mayor Arnowitz responded that he does not believe it is something that was to be discussed in Closed 

Session, but he did not think anything was being accomplished. However, he understood what Mr. 

Giancarlo was talking about, although he did not think everyone else did. He suggested that Mr. Giancarlo 

be allowed to finish his explanation, and if Mr. Giancarlo chooses to meet with the Finance Committee, 

that would be his decision. Mayor Arnowitz reiterated that the Planning Board must be autonomous, and 

must be kept separate and distinct from the Mayor and Council. The Mayor and Council only creates the 

budget for the Planning Board, which can be cut, but Mayor Arnowitz strongly urged that such action be 

taken with the agreement of the current Planning Board. Mr. Giancarlo commented that all the Planning 

Board wants to do is to help out in Hillsdale. Mayor Arnowitz acknowledged that the Planning Board has 

been extremely accommodating in the past, but how they operate, and who they hire, must be their decision. 

However, he also acknowledged that the Finance Committee should discuss this when they start meeting to 

discuss the 2016 budget – with input from the Planning Board. Mr. Giancarlo stated that he is willing to try 

to save some money wherever possible, but the Planning Board must be independent and have its own staff. 

Mayor Arnowitz recalled that when this agreement was reached for secretarial services, the only people 

around that time were Mr. Giancarlo and Council Member DeGise. The rationale was that there was a full-

time person doing the Planning Board work, and she also did work for the Board of Health. That person 

retired. The Borough Council at that time decided that they did not want to pay benefits to someone, and 

decided to hire someone part-time. The problem with hiring a part-time person is that there needs to be 

someone available to answer questions during business hours. Therefore, a decision was made to look for 

someone, and a recommendation was made to put a secretary in the Borough Engineer’s office. The 

Borough Engineer at that time said he had someone working in his office that could do the job, and the 

policy was established. Mayor Arnowitz pointed out one service for which the Borough has never paid is, 
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for example, when future plans (drawings) are drafted. The Engineer said it could be done out of his office, 

and the Borough would only have to pay for the materials. He allowed the Borough to use his equipment 

(phones, fax machines, etc.), and the Borough paid for the paper. That is how the fee of $75 per hour was 

determined; it was a way to absorb all of those other costs. 

 

Council Member Looes noted that Mr. Giancarlo referred to in contract, and she asked if there is a separate 

contract for the secretary, or does the Engineer’s contract include her services. Mr. Giancarlo answered that 

her contract is included with the Engineer’s, so he believes there is only one. Council Member Looes asked 

if the Engineer were to change, would the same secretary be retained. Mr. Giancarlo answered that if the 

Planning Board voted to retain her services, she could remain. He added that she has a lot of specialized 

knowledge, and is worth much more than a regular secretary. Council Member Looes noted that other 

municipalities have Planning Board secretaries in their particular locations. Mayor Arnowitz pointed out 

that they also pay higher rates. He stated that she is really not a secretary, but is much more than that. In 

other municipalities that do not have a situation similar to Hillsdale, many of the questions and issues that 

are handled by the Hillsdale Planning Board secretary are handled by the Engineer in other towns. 

 

Council Member Ruocco stated that, from what he has heard, the Planning Board’s secretary is actually 

acting as an extension of the Engineer, and probably should not be called a secretary. He also understands 

that it is better to deal with her than with the Engineer, because the Engineer charges a lot more money. In 

addition, Council Member Ruocco said that, as the Finance Committee Chairman, he could commit to 

taking up this issue early in the budget cycle for 2016. Mayor Arnowitz suggested that, before any budget 

discussions are held, the Finance Committee could meet with Mr. Giancarlo with a plan. Council Member 

Looes said she understands that the “secretary” is much more than that, but there are other items, such as 

the copying charges, the $75 per hour, etc., that raise concerns. 

 

Council Member Meyerson disagreed with that, because he noted that most municipalities are not set up 

that way. Most municipalities are set up so that the Zoning or Planning Boards, or both, work for the 

municipality. As Mr. Giancarlo pointed out, apparently there are things that the “secretary” does that are 

not on the bill but which are not compensated, which might also warrant a discussion. He also thinks it 

would be a good idea to see how other towns handle this issue, and what the costs are. Mr. Giancarlo stated 

that he thought it was grossly unfair to raise this issue in the middle of the summer. Council Member 

Meyerson noted that he and the other Council Members received a lengthy email from the CFO on this 

subject, and it was not the first time a CFO had sent such an email. 

 

Council Member Ruocco asked if Mr. Giancarlo had ever spoken about this with the new CFO. Council 

Member Ruocco said he did not see the email referenced by Council Member Meyerson. Mayor Arnowitz 

pointed out that Council Member Meyerson saw an email referring to secretarial services at the rate of $75 

per hour, and it raised concerns with him. He pointed out that the bottom line is that the Planning Board 

established a rate, and the Council cannot tell them how to spend their money. Mayor Arnowitz reiterated 

his request that be investigated again and Mr. Giancarlo to get back to Ms. Witkowski and Council 

Member Ruocco before the budget process for 2016 begins. The Borough Council can then decide how 

they want to address this, if at all. 

 

Finally, Mr. Giancarlo commended the Planning Board members. They are currently evaluating a large 

number of projects, and they do this as volunteers. Their meetings are very long, lasting late into the night. 

The Borough only pays for the services of the Engineer, the Attorney, and the secretary, and that is only 

when they are on the dais. Otherwise, the applicants pay for their services. The person under discussion 

makes approximately $9,000 per year. The Planning Board members do not run for office, they are all 

volunteers, and they do not accept campaign funds or any other kind of funds for their services. 

 

Council President Pizzella noted that the Planning board is required by statute to appoint a secretary, which 

is the official title in the statute. Mayor Arnowitz commented that all the parties could probably come to a 

mutual agreement about this, but he suggested that the Planning Board might want to consider the title of 

“secretary”. He also suggested that when the bills are submitted, more explanation could be given. 

 

3. Sports Agreements 

Council Member DeRosa commented that Mr. Madaio gave him a revised agreement based on what was 

discussed at the previous meeting, which Council Member DeRosa forwarded to the Recreation 

Commission. The Recreation Commission could not get a quorum to have a meeting this month, but 

Council Member DeRosa sent the agreement by email and asked them to individually review it and give 

their comments. This will keep the issue moving, so that when the Recreation Commission meets, they can 

agree on any changes that need to be made, and discuss the agreements can be brought to the sports 

associations. This will stay on the agenda as Old Business. 
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4. Floodplain Manager 

Ms. Witkowski commented that she spoke to Meredith Kates, who told her that Ed Alter is interested. 

Council President Pizzella mentioned that Mr. Alter was interested in the position, and when he looked into 

it, he found that it requires certification, which is a five-day course. Mr. Alter cannot miss work for five 

consecutive days. In addition, there are two prerequisite courses that must be taken; they are being offered 

in August. However, that still presents a problem with Mr. Alter not being able to take off work for five 

days. Mr. Alter asked if the courses could be taken online, which he would be willing to do. If the courses 

are not available online, Mr. Alter would like to remove his name from consideration. Council Member 

Meyerson asked if this is a volunteer position, which Mayor Arnowitz confirmed. Mayor Arnowitz asked 

Ms. Witkowski if it was ever determined that the Borough is required by statute to have a Floodplain 

Manager. Ms. Witkowski stated that the Borough has an ordinance requiring a Floodplain Manager, and 

there should be one, but there does not seem to be a state mandate. Mayor Arnowitz noted that an 

ordinance can be changed. Council Member Looes thought that certain documents that have to be filed 

with the County or State must be signed by a certified Floodplain Manager. Council President Pizzella 

thought that the Borough was required to have a Floodplain Manager. Council Member Meyerson 

commented that the answer to the question of whether a Floodplain Manager is required by statute was 

never received. Mayor Arnowitz asked Mr. Madaio to find out what the answer to the question is, and get 

back to the Council Members. He added that one is required by Borough ordinance, but the ordinance can 

be changed. There are alternatives to employing a Floodplain Manager, such as borrowing the services of 

another town’s Floodplain Manager for the infrequent times that one is needed in Hillsdale, and paying that 

municipality for the services. Alternatively, the Borough Engineer said he could perform those services. Ms. 

Witkowski pointed out that the Engineer provided a quote, and Mayor Arnowitz did not want to pay that 

much. Mayor Arnowitz requested that the question of whether the Borough must employ a Floodplain 

Manager by state law should be answered, and he asked for that information. This will remain on the 

agenda as Old Business. 

 

5. Bergen County Open Space Trust Fund 

This was already discussed. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. E-Recycling 

Mayor Arnowitz said he is not sure what this refers to, and Ms. Witkowski explained that it refers to 

recycling equipment, such as televisions, computers, and other hardware. The Borough has a dumpster 

dedicated to this type of recycling, and recently switched to another vendor who charged a bit less for 

removal of the equipment, but who now wants to increase his fees by $300 per load, which will cost the 

Borough up to approximately $8,000 annually. After speaking to Mr. O’Rourke, he noted that this type of 

recycling occurs twice a year in Bergen County, where people can bring such equipment to a location, and 

the equipment will be removed from the car (the owners do not have to do the removal). The only 

requirement is that the person bringing the equipment must be a Bergen County resident. Another 

suggestion is to use an outfit that is being used by another town, which Ms. Witkowski is currently 

investigating, and is paying a very low price for it. Mayor Arnowitz thought that was very inconvenient for 

Hillsdale residents to be able to get rid of a large piece of equipment only twice a year. Ms. Witkowski she 

is trying to find a firm that could do that work outside of those dates. 

 

Council Member Ruocco asked if Ms. Witkowski was suggesting that a Borough employee would take that 

equipment to the County twice a year, which Ms. Witkowski said was not the case. She was saying that the 

resident would have to take his/her equipment, which is done twice a year. There are various locations 

where residents can bring such equipment. Mayor Arnowitz noted that many residents have complained to 

him that it is very inconvenience for them to have to take large pieces of equipment to various locations in 

the County, such as Mahwah, now that the equipment is not being picked up by the garbage removal 

personnel. 

 

Council President Pizzella asked if the person currently doing this job has a contract, and Ms. Witkowski 

responded that he removed four loads of equipment, and it seems that he was trying to re-negotiate his 

price. The contractor tried to increase the price due to issues with the televisions that had to be shipped 

overseas, but they were not being accepted on the other side. That resulted in extra costs to the contractor, 

who try to increase his price to $300 per load. Council President Pizzella asked if he was contractually able 

to increase the rate, and Ms. Witkowski answered that the resolution allowed up to four loads, after which 

it would be revisited. Mayor Arnowitz asked how much the yearly increase would amount to. Ms. 

Witkowski stated that it could be as much as $10,000. Currently, the Borough pays approximately $6,000 

to this contractor for the service. Mayor Arnowitz asked Ms. Witkowski to look into this. Council Member 

Ruocco asked if the differential could be quantified at the August Borough Council meeting to provide the 

Council Members with more information in order to make a decision, and he asked if they could have 

alternatives for consideration. 
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2. Library Fencing 

This was already discussed. 

 

3. Personnel Committee 

Mayor Arnowitz mentioned that it was recommended to him that a committee be formed, and he asked if 

anyone is willing to serve on this committee. Council Members Looes and Ruocco volunteered. Council 

Member Ruocco asked what the purpose of the Personnel Committee is. Ms. Witkowski responded that it 

is largely due to the discussion of the employee handbook with the Labor Attorney, when he mentioned 

that giving the handbook to seven different people would elicit seven different responses. It is much easier 

to sit at a table with the Mayor and possibly two Council Members to make a recommendation back to the 

entire Council. Council Member Ruocco pointed out that whatever the committee might be called, it is not 

a committee that will be responsible for hiring people, which Ms. Witkowski confirmed. At this time, the 

only job for the committee will be to review the employee handbook. Council Member Ruocco suggested it 

could be called the Personnel Policy Committee. Mayor Arnowitz noted that this will help to speed the 

process. 

 

4. CCI Inspections 

Ms. Witkowski explained that these are Code Compliance Inspections, and she sent the documents to Mr. 

Madaio because she needed to have it explained. Mr. Madaio said that he had not yet had the chance to 

review the documents, and he would be happy to do so at a future meeting. Council Member Meyerson 

thought that CCI has something to do with re-codification, which Ms. Witkowski said was wrong. She 

explained that these inspections are done through the Building Department, and have not been done for 

many years. However, the ordinance is written so that if it is interpreted one way, there are no fees, as well 

as other confusing language Mr. Madaio should review. Council Member Looes explained that there are 

some things in the ordinances that do not match up with State requirements, so it is basically cleaning up 

the ordinance. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 
1. Letter from Hillsdale Volunteer Fire Department Dated June 29, 2015, for Approval of Membership 

Application for John Inserra, Hillsdale Volunteer Fire Department 
 
Motion to approve by Council President Pizzella, second by Council Member DeRosa, and unanimously 
approved. 
 
2. Letter from Hillsdale Volunteer Fire Department Dated June 29, 2015, for Approval of Membership 

Application for Matthew Dinnell, Hillsdale Fire Cadet 
 
Motion to approve by Council President Pizzella, second by Council Member DeRosa, and unanimously 
approved. 
 
3. Letter from James and Lucy Pellegrino, 116 Ralph Avenue, Dated June 2, 2015, regarding drainage 

issues 
 
Motion to receipt and file by Council Member Meyerson, second by Council Member DeRosa, and 
unanimously approved. 
 
This is what Council Member Meyerson mentioned to Mr. O’Rourke earlier this evening when he was 
talking about the volume of rain that fell in the rainstorm. There is nothing that the Borough could have 
done on that street that would have alleviated the problem. Mayor Arnowitz noted that there was a lengthy 
discussion about this at the Planning Board some years ago, when some developers were trying to develop 
a lot at the corner of Ralph Avenue and Vincent Avenue. The drainage issue was addressed at that time, 
because there is an easement to allow a pipe to run under that lot for drainage purposes. The second point 
Mayor Arnowitz wanted to make is that he has been concerned about this since the Borough did away with 
the sweeper, which is the problem of keeping the storm drains clear. Mayor Arnowitz emphatically stated 
that they must be kept clear, and because there is no sweeping as often as it was before, Mayor Arnowitz 
constantly reminds the DPW to clear the storm drains. There is more debris in the streets now that they are 
no longer swept as often, creating impediments in the storm drains. The catch basins need to be cleared. 
 
Council Member Meyerson noted that it was suggested that the streets might not have been pitched 
properly, and he asked if any of those roads had been redone recently. Mayor Arnowitz stated that they 
were, and that Ralph Avenue was completely redone approximately 6-7 years ago. Council Member 
Meyerson asked if that was the most recent work that was done, or has there been any paving since then. 
 
Mayor Arnowitz and the Council Members agreed to allow Mr. Pellegrino to speak about this. 
 
James Pellegrino, 116 Ralph Avenue, reminded everyone about the torrential rains that occurred on May 31, 
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2015, and it seems that the general consensus is that when so much rain falls so quickly, there is nothing 
anyone can do about it. After the rainstorm, Mr. Pellegrino contacted the DPW and spoke to Mr. Russell, 
the previous Superintendent, who came to his house and assessed the situation. Mr. Russell thought maybe 
some problems may be, including how the streets are pitched. Mr. Pellegrino showed Mr. Russell the 
condition of the storm drains, which come down from the top of the block straight down toward Mr. 
Pellegrino’s property. The most recently installed storm drain goes into Mr. Pellegrino’s storm drain, and 
the storm drain across the street goes into Mr. Pellegrino’s storm drain. The previous references were to 
Magnolia Avenue, which was always pitched toward the east, because that is where the only storm drain on 
Magnolia Avenue is located. Since the repaving some years ago, it was pitched properly, but now all of the 
excess water comes to Mr. Pellegrino’s storm drain. Mr. Pellegrino would like to have the drains pitched 
back toward the main drain, which Mayor Arnowitz said is on Magnolia Avenue. Mayor Arnowitz 
explained that in the 1980s, a massive pipe was installed going from the top of Magnolia Avenue to the 
brook at the end of Magnolia Avenue. Storm drains were also installed feeding into that pipe, and all of the 
storm drains feed into the same place. Mayor Arnowitz suggested if this problem was caused by paving, he 
could ask the Engineer to re-assess the situation and make a recommendation. However, Mayor Arnowitz 
does not believe that installing another storm drain will solve the problem when torrential downpours occur. 
Mayor Arnowitz experiences the same situation at his own. Mr. Pellegrino pointed out that on Dwight 
Avenue, there are four storm drains on each block. Mayor Arnowitz explained that that is because all of the 
storm drains were installed as those houses were constructed. Mr. Pellegrino asked if there were any Code 
requirements associated with it, and Mayor Arnowitz answered that there are none. Mayor Arnowitz stated 
that the Engineer would examine the property and make a determination. He asked for that information to 
be presented to the Council Members at the September meeting. 
 
4. Letter from Varoujan Tourian, 61 Trinity Place, dated June 7, 2015, regarding HUMC Blocking 

Waterways Contrary to NJDEP Laws 
 
Motion to receipt and file by Council President Pizzella, second by Council Member Looes, and 
unanimously approved. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 
Abstain: Council Member DeGise 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Mayor Arnowitz opened the meeting to the public for comment. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz and Council Member DeGise recused themselves from the discussion with Mr. Tourian. 

Varoujan Tourian, 61 Trinity Place, asked what the motion meant. Council President Pizzella explained 

that Mr. Tourian wrote a letter to the Mayor and Council, and in order for that letter to be accepted by the 

Mayor and Council, someone must make a motion to receive and file the letter. The Borough Council has 

now made a motion to receive Mr. Tourian’s letter, and to file it. That means that the letter has been 

accepted. Council Member DeRosa explained that it is just a formality. Mr. Tourian asked for clarification 

that no action was taken and that will be something to be done in the future. Council President Pizzella 

answered that it means that the letter has been read by the Mayor and Council, and they have accepted it. If 

there is any further discussion that might lead to some action being taken, that will happen in the future. 

Council President Pizzella commented that Mr. Tourian is free to discuss the contents of his letter at this 

time. 

 

Mr. Tourian said he stated the subject very clearly in his letter, and he made a request under the Freedom of 

Information Act For information relating to the drainage of the sewer and roof drains, kitchen traps and 

sinks, area drains, and septic tanks, and how they are connected. Mr. Tourian also wanted to know the 

name of the sewage authority that services Hillsdale, and where the sewage flows to. Mr. Tourian would 

like to know the location of the sewage, how could he look at it, and full details in order to determine 

where the sewage is coming from. 

 

Council President Pizzella asked Mr. Tourian to verify that he is having a problem with his neighbor 

because there is run off that property that is going on to Mr. Tourian’s property. Mr. Tourian confirmed 

that to be the case. Council President Pizzella asked if, when Mr. Tourian mentions the sewer/sewage, he is 

asking about the drain and where the other storm water is collecting before flowing onto Mr. Tourian’s 

property. Mr. Tourian responded that the letter is clear about that, but he would explain and try to clarify it 

further. Mr. Tourian explained that, in looking at the Friendship Hall that was attached to the church (Mr. 

Tourian viewed the plans at Borough Hall), the drains in the area were connected to four tanks. There were 

seepage pits (concrete pipes) that were perforated to allow the water to flow in. Roof drains, area drains, 

kitchen sinks, etc., connected to a septic tank located where the church’s flower planters are on Hillsdale 

Avenue. All of those were in the septic tank, and Mr. Tourian asked how the sewage system tied into it. He 

also wanted to know if they are still connected from the septic tank to the street, which would mean that 

any time it rains, the sewage comes up and pollutes everything on site, including the neighboring properties. 
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In addition, the drainage problem began when there was a swale that began in the church property. It is 

now seven feet higher than what it used to be, so the water does not flow down across Lot Number 2 to a 

concrete culvert, and from there to a concrete pipe that goes to the storm drain; it now ponds. There was a 

lot of correspondence with previous Code Compliance Officers, who made Mr. Tourian remove 

approximately a truckload of wood chips (40-50 cubic yards) over the past 40 years, while Mr. Tourian has 

been prevented from taking in the leaves, selectively applying the law to him, and allowing the church to 

dump their mulch, which blocked existing water flow. That is why Mr. Tourian wants to litigate the matter 

with the church as well as the Borough for selectively applying the law to him. The church has been 

allowed to dump approximately 50 cubic yards every year for the past 40 years. Mr. Madaio assumes that 

there is a threat of litigation, and he suggested that if Mr. Tourian wants any documents of any kind from 

the Borough, he should fill out an OPRA request form, which obligates the Borough to provide any 

documents that comply with OPRA. He noted that some of the requests made by Mr. Tourian sound like 

questions that he would like to have answered, and that cannot be accomplished via an OPRA request. 

OPRA deals with document requests. Ms. Witkowski can give Mr. Tourian the necessary forms to 

complete. Mr. Madaio added that with respect to a lot of what Mr. Tourian suggested, it seems to him that a 

lot of that is a dispute between neighboring property owners, which may have to be addressed directly with 

the church or through whatever means Mr. Tourian chooses, including the courts. However, now that Mr. 

Tourian has threatened litigation against the Borough, there probably will not be much more discussion 

about this matter. Mr. Tourian said he intends to go through the courts, because the law was selectively 

applied to him, and he was prevented from doing the same thing that the nursery was allowed to do every 

year. 

 

Kevin O’Brien, 61 Parkview Drive, commented with respect to the Public Library and the gate being 

moved, which is that Mr. O’Brien brought that to the attention of the Public Library some time ago the 

reason why he brought it to their attention was because of the Blue Acres property that could be 

incorporated into the Public Library, making it one large piece of property for the Borough. With respect to 

a gate versus a chain, Mr. O’Brien said he spent quite a bit of time with Mr. Franz and Mr. Russell to figure 

out the best solution. If snow was pushed up against the gate that was previously there, there was no way to 

move the gate again. One of the solutions considered was leaving the gate open; another option was to put 

the gate on a roller so that it could roll back and forth, but to put it on a roller, the extra cost in the 

engineering work that would be needed to put holes in the ground to support the heavier gate did not seem 

to be cost-effective. The chain approach seems to be the best approach, because the DPW can push the 

snow down the street under the chain, and the Public Library can be plowed straight back to clear an 

emergency path. 

 

With respect to the ShopRite facility, Mr. O’Brien noted that they have large piles of dirt in that area, 

which he shared with Ms. Witkowski earlier today. One of the concerns is that the source of the dirt is 

unknown, and there is no silt screen. Mr. Madaio, who was formerly the Borough Attorney for Kinnelon, 

can probably relate to the problem of contaminated roadways. 

 

Finally, Mr. O’Brien received a report from the State of New Jersey regarding the Emergency Services 

Volunteer Length of Service Award, dated June 30, 2015, which references Hillsdale on page two as 

having overpaid on two accounts for a total of $10,549.75. Mr. O’Brien said he was not sure if the Council 

Members were aware of this, and Mayor Arnowitz answered that he is aware of it, and it is being 

investigated. 

 

Joe Meyers, 19 Glendale Drive, is a property that Mr. Meyers owns, but it has been vacant since August 

2011, as a result of Hurricane Irene. At that time, a few days after the water receded, Mayor Arnowitz 

promised that he and the Council Members at that time would support property buyouts. However, Mr. 

Meyers noticed that four years after Hurricane Irene, no properties have been purchased. Mr. Meyers 

explained that the house is one step up from street level and is a 750 square foot bungalow that was built in 

the 1930s. The area is apparently one in which people used to come from New York City to fish. The house 

does not have a basement; it sits on a concrete slab. When the water went into his house, it rose, because 

there was no basement. There was at least three feet of water in every room of the house, destroying 

everything. Although Mr. Meyers had flood insurance, he did not know that there were two separate 

policies: one for the structure, and one for personal property. Mr. Meyers lost 95% of his personal property, 

and he got nothing in return. He did receive a payment from the insurance company, but he has been using 

the money to pay his mortgage, his homeowners insurance, property taxes, and flood insurance. In addition, 

he is now paying rent.  

 

Mr. Meyers does not understand the situation, because money has been available since Hurricane Irene, yet 

the Borough has never applied for those funds. Mr. Meyers spoke to Ms. Witkowski last year, and he 

contacted the Flood Mitigation Unit at the State offices in Trenton, which is part of the Office of 

Emergency Management. He spoke to a Ms. Lear, who was very helpful. He spoke to her on June 3, 2014, 
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and she told him that funds became available to municipalities in May. Any municipality in New Jersey 

could apply for the funding. He gave this information to Ms. Witkowski, who gave it to the Mayor and 

Council, and she was told there would not be enough time to make the application, because the deadline 

was June 16, 2014, and it would take 30 days to prepare and file an application. In 2015, Mr. Meyers 

contacted Ms. Lear again, who told him that funds again became available in May. The deadline for 

municipalities to file for those funds is August 3, 2015. Mr. Meyers contacted Ms. Witkowski two weeks 

ago, who told him that the Mayor and Council decided that they were not going to get involved in trying to 

get those funds. Mr. Meyers noted that for several years, there has been a lot of misinformation spread 

around. He was told that, because the municipality is not a member of the Bergen County Open Space 

Commission, Hillsdale would not be able to get money from the County, which is not true. Mr. Meyers was 

also told that because there is no money budgeted for this, the municipality would not get involved. He 

pointed out that the Borough will not have to come up with any funds, because this is grant money from the 

State. The municipality is not required to match any of the funds obtained through the Flood Mitigation 

Unit in Trenton. Mr. Meyers said he does not know why the Mayor and Council are averse to helping 

people who are at the mercy of the water company. Mr. Meyers stated he has lost three cars and his home. 

He pointed out that Westwood is now implementing its sixth buyout, and the State has appropriated 

$200,000 for that buyout. Mr. Meyers said he has seen no such support from Hillsdale. He has sent 

numerous emails to Mayor Arnowitz, with copies sent to the Council Members, without any response from 

anyone. Mr. Meyers wants to know why the Mayor and Council are not interested in trying to get money 

for residents who need the buyouts. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz stated that Mr. Meyers was not being factual, and that he spoke directly to Mr. Meyers on 

numerous occasions. When he made the comments after Hurricane Irene, Mayor Arnowitz signed off on all 

of the paperwork necessary for the municipality to receive State aid. Over that period of time, Mayor 

Arnowitz was part of the Bergen County Flood Coalition. He attended numerous meetings about flooding. 

Ms. Randazzo from the NJDEP informed Mayor Arnowitz and the rest of the Coalition that, unless every 

property in the entire flood area was bought out, the State would not fund anything. When Mayor Arnowitz 

asked how that could be done if the municipality has homes that were built with FEMA money, Ms. 

Randazzo said that Hillsdale was not eligible. Since that time, things have changed but everything now 

requires matching. Mayor Arnowitz pointed out that Hillsdale is part of the Bergen County Open Space 

Fund. However, there was a referendum in Hillsdale regarding an open space fund in Hillsdale that failed. 

Westwood has an open space fund. Mayor Arnowitz noted that he communicated all of this information to 

Mr. Meyers in an email, as well as verbally. 

 

Next, Mayor Arnowitz pointed out that Westwood is in a different floodplain than Hillsdale. Because of 

that, Westwood is eligible for funds that are not available to Hillsdale, and Hillsdale is eligible for funds 

that are not available to Westwood. Each time the subject arose, Mayor Arnowitz and the Council 

discussed it. 

Finally, Mayor Arnowitz recalled Mr. Meyers saying that he received FEMA money. FEMA money is 

supposed to be used for repairs, and that was pointed out to Mr. Meyers, because he received money from 

FEMA after Hurricane Floyd and Hurricane Irene, which was not used for repairs. In addition, Mayor 

Arnowitz said there were numerous complaints from residents in that area about the condition of the house. 

It was suggested to Mr. Meyers said he demolish the house and sell the property as a vacant lot. Mr. 

Meyers wanted to know what the complaints were, because the exterior of the house is fine. Mayor 

Arnowitz responded that there were complaints about odors from the house; the way the property looks; etc. 

Mayor Arnowitz reminded Mr. Meyers that after Hurricane Floyd, free dumpsters were provided for 

Hillsdale residents to get rid of things that were ruined. He also pointed out that after Hurricane Irene, none 

of Mr. Meyers’s neighbors were bought out, because the State did not allocate funds for that. Since that 

time, the Borough Council has voted year after year, based on letters received from Mr. Meyers that they 

would not match any funds, and would not be involved in the buyouts. According to discussions Mayor 

Arnowitz has had with various people at the State level, any applicant like Mr. Meyers can complete the 

forms to apply for any funding that is available, and every application will be considered. Mayor Arnowitz 

asked if the municipality is required to provide anything for those applications, and he was told no. 

 

Mr. Meyers insisted that Mayor Arnowitz was wrong, and that it would be necessary for the municipality to 

file an application in order for Mr. Meyers to get any assistance. 

 

Mr. Madaio interjected to say that this was a time for public comment, not public debate. If anyone has 

comments or questions, it is hoped that the Council can address them. If further information is required 

from Ms. Witkowski or some other Borough staff member that can also be done. Mr. Madaio asked Mr. 

Meyers to step back from the microphone and provide the Council with comments. 

 

Mr. Meyers stated that he wanted to know why the Borough has not taken any action to try to get funds 

from the State, County, and the Federal government. Mayor Arnowitz answered that several months ago, 



Regular Meeting  

Page 18 of 43 

July 7, 2015 

Council Member Ruocco presented a plan to the Borough Council, and the voted against getting involved 

in it. The vote was 3-3, and Mayor Arnowitz broke the tie. Mr. Meyers asked for Mayor Arnowitz’ s 

justification for not getting involved in it. Mayor Arnowitz stated that he is not required to give justification, 

but he did not feel that the plan was sound. Mr. Meyers reminded Mayor Arnowitz of his promise, and 

Mayor Arnowitz stated that he kept his promise. Mayor Arnowitz asked Mr. Meyers if he made repairs to 

his home, and Mr. Meyers responded that that is irrelevant, and he does not intend to do those repairs, 

because he is not at the mercy of the water company, and he does not intend to spend $100,000 to fix his 

home, only to have this happen again. Mayor Arnowitz reiterated that FEMA money was supposed to be 

used for repairs. Mr. Meyers stated that it was not FEMA money, but money from his insurance company. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz also pointed out that after Hurricane Floyd, the municipality acquired nine homes. Since 

that time, Hillsdale has acquired two additional homes: the Bergholtz property and the Vaccaro property. 

There are other people besides Mr. Meyers who would like to be bought out, but there are even more 

people who do not wish to be bought out. They also do not like United Water, and Mayor Arnowitz 

commented that the Borough fought and spent tens of thousands of dollars fighting United Water without 

prevailing. There is a coalition of residents in that area who are continuing the fight, but they have not 

prevailed. 

 

Mr. Meyers asked how many applications the Borough has submitted to different organizations in an effort 

to obtain funding. Mayor Arnowitz answered that no applications have been submitted, because the 

Borough is not responsible for that. Mr. Meyers responded that the Borough is responsible for doing that. 

Mayor Arnowitz stated unequivocally that he would not sign off on any such applications during the 

remainder of his term. Mr. Meyers stated that Mayor Arnowitz has not done his homework for the past 

three years, and has provided and continues to provide misinformation. 

 

There were no other comments from the public at this time, so Mayor Arnowitz closed the public comment 

portion of the meeting. 

 

ORDINANCES: Adoption and Introduction 

15-13 (Adoption): 

 

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC 

IMPROVEMENTS, THE RECONDITIONING OF A FIRE ENGINE, AND THE ACQUISITION 

OF NEW, ADDITIONAL, OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY; NEW 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT; NEW COMMUNICATION AND SIGNAL 

SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT; AND NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLES, INCLUDING ORIGINAL 

APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, AND, BY, AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE, IN 

THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF 

$1,557,867 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO APPROPRIATE A FEDERAL GRANT, TO 

MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TWO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE 

SUCH APPROPRIATION, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND 

ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, in the County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey, as follows: 

Section 1.  The Borough of Hillsdale, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey (the 

"Borough") is hereby authorized to make various public improvements, to recondition a fire engine and to 

acquire new additional or replacement equipment and machinery, new information technology equipment, 

new communication and signal systems equipment and new automotive vehicles, including original 

apparatus and equipment, in, by and for said Borough, as more particularly described in Section 4 hereof.  

Said improvements shall include all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and suitable therefor. 

Section 2.  There is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost of making the 

improvements described in Sections 1 and 4 hereof (hereinafter referred to as "purposes"), the respective 

amounts of money hereinafter stated as the appropriation for said respective purposes.  Said appropriation 

shall be met from the proceeds of the sale of the bonds authorized, and the down payment and the Federal 

grant appropriated, by this ordinance.  Said improvements shall be made as general improvements and no 

part of the cost thereof shall be assessed against property specially benefited. 
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 Section 3.  It is hereby determined and stated that the making of such improvements is not a current 

expense of said Borough. 

            Section 4.  The several purposes hereby authorized for the financing of which said obligations are to 
be issued are set forth in the following "Schedule of Improvements, Purposes and Amounts" which 
schedule also shows (1) the amount of the appropriation and the estimated cost of each such purpose, and 
(2) the amount of each sum which is to be provided by the Federal grant hereinafter appropriated, and (3) 
the amount of each sum which is to be provided by the down payment hereinafter appropriated to finance 
such purposes, and (4) the estimated maximum amount of bonds and notes to be issued for each such 
purpose, and (5) the period of usefulness of each such purpose, according to its reasonable life, computed 
from the date of said bonds: 

SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS 

 A. Undertaking of the 2015 Road Resurfacing Program at various locations in the 
Borough (including construction of handicapped access ramps and the making of curb, sidewalk and 
drainage improvements, where necessary), as set forth on a list prepared or to be prepared by the Borough 
Engineer and placed on file with the Borough Clerk and hereby approved as if set forth herein in full.  
Depending upon the contract price and other exigent circumstances, and upon approval by the Borough 
Council, there may be additions to or deletions from the aforesaid list.  It is hereby determined and stated 
that said roads being improved are of "Class B" or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the 
Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated, as amended; the "Local 
Bond Law"). 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost  $  452,000 
Down Payment Appropriated  $   30,000 
Bonds and Notes Authorized  $  422,000 
Period of Usefulness  10 years 

 

B.  Undertaking of various improvements to Centennial Field. 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost   $  125,000 

Down Payment Appropriated  $   20,000 

Bonds and Notes Authorized  $  105,000 

Period of Usefulness                           15 years 
 

C. Undertaking of repairs to the boiler and elevator at the Public Library.  It is hereby 
determined and stated that said public building being improved is of "Class B" or equivalent construction 
as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law. 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost  $  110,475 
Down Payment Appropriated  $    6,000 
Bonds and Notes Authorized  $  104,475  
Period of Usefulness  15 years 

 

D.  Installation of a generator at the United Methodist Church (to be used as an emergency 
shelter). 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost  $   56,475 

Federal Grant Appropriated  $   56,475 

Period of Usefulness   15 years 
 

E.  Undertaking of the following improvements to public property: (i) replacement of the 
electronic message board at Veterans Park; and (ii) installation of a camera for monitoring the water level 
at Pascack Brook. 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost  $   25,000 

Down Payment Appropriated  $    1,400 

Bonds and Notes Authorized  $   23,600 

Period of Usefulness              10 years 

 

F.  Reconditioning of a fire engine which may reasonably be expected to extend for at least 

five years the period of usefulness thereof.    

 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost  $   70,000 

Down Payment Appropriated  $    3,500 
Bonds and Notes Authorized  $   66,500 
Period of Usefulness           5 years 
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G.  Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery, new information 

technology equipment and new automotive vehicles, including original apparatus and equipment, for the 

use of various Borough departments, offices and agencies: 

 Department of Public Works 

 dump truck with plow 

 pickup truck with plow 

 dump truck with salter 

 garbage truck 

 Fire Department 

 self-contained breathing apparatus equipment 

 turnout gear 

 LED lights for various fire engines 

 Police Department 

 SUV 

 Borough Clerk 

 Information technology equipment for public access channel 

 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost   $  485,000 

Down Payment Appropriated  $   24,250 

Bonds and Notes Authorized  $  460,750 

Period of Usefulness                   5 years 

 

   H.  Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the use 

of various Borough departments, offices and agencies: 

 

 Department of Public Works 

 loader with attachment 

 brining equipment for winter road treatment 

 Fire Department 

 Various items of rescue equipment 

 Appropriation and Estimated Cost                $  192,250 

Down Payment Appropriated            $    9,613 
Bonds and Notes Authorized            $  182,637 
Period of Usefulness                      15 years 
 

I.  Acquisition of new communication and signal systems equipment for the use of the 
Police Department consisting of (i) portable radios and (ii) 9-1-1 communication equipment. 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost  $   41,667 

Down Payment Appropriated  $    2,083 

Bonds and Notes Authorized  $   39,584 

Period of Usefulness  10 years 
 ----------------------------------------------------- 

Aggregate Appropriation and   Estimated Cost    $1,557,867 
Federal Grant Appropriated  $   56,475 
Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated     $   96,846 
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes Authorized    $1,404,546 

Section 5.  The cost of such purposes, as hereinbefore stated, includes the aggregate amount 

of $111,000 which is estimated to be necessary to finance the cost of such purposes, including architect's 

fees, accounting, engineering and inspection costs, legal expenses and other expenses, including interest on 

such obligations to the extent permitted by Section 20 of the Local Bond Law. 

Section 6.  The sum of $56,475 received or to be received as a grant from the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost of the 

installation of the generator authorized in Section 4.D hereof. 

Section 7.  It is hereby determined and stated that moneys exceeding $96,846, appropriated 

for down payments on capital improvements or for the capital improvement fund in budgets heretofore 



Regular Meeting  

Page 21 of 43 

July 7, 2015 

adopted for said Borough, are now available to finance said purposes.  The sum of $96,846 is hereby 

appropriated from such moneys to the payment of the cost of said purposes. 

Section 8.  To finance said purposes, bonds of said Borough of an aggregate principal 

amount not exceeding $1,404,546 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law. Said 

bonds shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations 

prescribed by law.  All matters with respect to said bonds not determined by this ordinance shall be 

determined by resolutions to be hereafter adopted. 

Section 9.  To finance said purposes, bond anticipation notes of said Borough of an 

aggregate principal amount not exceeding $1,404,546 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the 

Local Bond Law in anticipation of the issuance of said bonds.  In the event that bonds are issued pursuant 

to this ordinance, the aggregate amount of notes hereby authorized to be issued shall be reduced by an 

amount equal to the principal amount of the bonds so issued.  If the aggregate amount of outstanding bonds 

and notes issued pursuant to this ordinance shall at any time exceed the sum first mentioned in this section, 

the moneys raised by the issuance of said bonds shall, to not less than the amount of such excess, be 

applied to the payment of such notes then outstanding. 

Section 10.  Each bond anticipation note issued pursuant to this ordinance shall be dated on 

or about the date of its issuance and shall be payable not more than one year from its date, shall bear 

interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed by law and 

may be renewed from time to time pursuant to and within limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law.  

Each of said bond anticipation notes shall be signed by the Mayor and by a financial officer and shall be 

under the seal of said Borough and attested by the Borough Clerk or Deputy Borough Clerk.  Said officers 

are hereby authorized to execute said notes in such form as they may adopt in conformity with law.  The 

power to determine any matters with respect to said notes not determined by this ordinance and also the 

power to sell said notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief Financial Officer who is hereby authorized to sell 

said notes either at one time or from time to time in the manner provided by law. 

 Section 11.  It is hereby determined and declared that the average period of usefulness of 

the purposes to be financed with bonds or notes, according to their reasonable lives, taking into 

consideration the respective amounts of bonds or notes authorized for said purposes, is a period of 9.51 

years computed from the date of said bonds.  

Section 12.  It is hereby determined and stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement 

required by the Local Bond Law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Borough Clerk of said 

Borough, and that such statement so filed shows that the gross debt of said Borough, as defined in Section 

43 of the Local Bond Law, is increased by this ordinance by $1,404,546 and that the issuance of the bonds 

and notes authorized by this ordinance will be within all debt limitations prescribed by said Local Bond 

Law. 
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Section 13.  Any funds received from private parties, the County of Bergen, the State of 

New Jersey or any of their agencies or any funds received from the United States of America or any of its 

agencies in aid of such purposes (other than the Federal grant hereinbefore appropriated which shall be 

applied to the cost of such purposes, but shall not be applied to the payment of outstanding bond 

anticipation notes and the reduction of the amount of bonds authorized), shall be applied to the payment of 

the cost of such purposes, or, if bond anticipation notes have been issued, to the payment of the bond 

anticipation notes, and the amount of bonds authorized for such purposes shall be reduced accordingly. 

Section 14.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this 

ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the Local 

Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the 

Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file with the Borough Clerk and is available for 

public inspection. 

Section 15.  The Borough intends to issue the bonds or notes to finance the cost of the 

improvements described in Section 4 of this bond ordinance (except for Section 4.D).  If the Borough 

incurs such costs prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes, the Borough hereby states its reasonable 

expectation to reimburse itself for such expenditures with the proceeds of such bonds or notes in the 

maximum principal amount of bonds or notes authorized by this bond ordinance.   

Section 16.  The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual 

payment of the principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this ordinance.  Said 

obligations shall be direct, unlimited and general obligations of the Borough, and the Borough shall levy ad 

valorem taxes upon all the taxable real property within the Borough for the payment of the principal of and 

interest on such bonds and notes, without limitation as to rate or amount. 

Section 17.  This ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication thereof 

after final passage. 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

I will now open the meeting to the public. 

 

Motion to open public hearing on Ordinance 15-13 by Council Member DeGise, second by Council 

Member Meyerson. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President 

Pizzella 

Abstain: None 

 

If anyone desires to be heard regarding Ordinance No. 15-13, please raise your hand to be recognized, 

come forward to the microphone, and state your name and address for the record. 

 

As there were no other comments, I entertain a motion that the public hearing on Ordinance No. 15-13 be 

closed, and that it be resolved that this ordinance was posted on the bulletin board on which public notices 

are customarily posted and published in the Ridgewood News. Copies of said ordinance were made 

available to the general public. 
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Motion to close public hearing on Ordinance 15-13 by Council President Pizzella, second by Council 

Member DeRosa. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President 

Pizzella 

Abstain: None 

 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that this ordinance be adopted and the Clerk is authorized to advertise the 

same according to law. 

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 15-13 by Council Member Meyerson, second by Council Member Ruocco. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:    Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Abstain: Council Member DeGise 

 

********** 

 

15-14 (Adoption): AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 188, SECTION 188-5 OF THE CODE 

OF THE BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE TO DESIGNATE THE BOROUGH CLERK AS THE 

“ISSUING AUTHORITY” 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, and State of 

New Jersey as follows: 

 

Section 188-5: Borough Clerk as “Issuing Authority” of Licenses 

 

The Borough Clerk of the Borough of Hillsdale is hereby designated at the “issuing authority” pursuant to 

N.J.A.C. 13:47-1.1 and is authorized and directed to issue licenses as permitted by law and the regulations 

adopted thereunder. 

 

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage and publication as required by law. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

I will now open the meeting to the public. 

 

Motion to open public hearing on Ordinance 15-14 by Council Member DeGise, second by Council 

Member Meyerson. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President 

Pizzella 

Abstain: None 

 

If anyone desires to be heard regarding Ordinance No. 15-14, please raise your hand to be recognized, 

come forward to the microphone, and state your name and address for the record. 

 

As there were no other comments, I entertain a motion that the public hearing on Ordinance No. 15-14 be 

closed, and that it be resolved that this ordinance was posted on the bulletin board on which public notices 

are customarily posted and published in the Ridgewood News. Copies of said ordinance were made 

available to the general public. 

 

Motion to close public hearing on Ordinance 15-14 by Council Member Meyerson, second by Council 

Member DeRosa. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President 

Pizzella 

Abstain: None 

 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that this ordinance be adopted and the Clerk is authorized to advertise the 

same according to law. 

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 15-14 by Council Member Meyerson, second by Council Member Looes. 
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Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:    Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President 

Pizzella 

Abstain: None 

 

********** 

 

15-15 (Introduction): 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 363 OF THE REVISED 

GENERAL CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE ENTITLED “TOBACCO SALES,” TO 

RAISE THE AGE FOR THE PURCHASE OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS 

 

WHEREAS, the General Code of the Borough of Hillsdale, Chapter 363 provides for Tobacco Sales; and  

 

WHEREAS, said Code states the age to purchase tobacco products as 18; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale desire to amend the age to purchase 

tobacco to 19. 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

Chapter 363-1 shall be amended to read as follows: 

 

A. It shall be unlawful to sell tobacco/cigarettes to a person under 19 years of age.  

B. Sign Requirements. The following six-inch by eight-inch sign shall be posted in a conspicuous 

place near each cash register in all retail establishments which sell tobacco products:  

“SALE OF TOBACCO PRODUCTS TO ANY PERSON UNDER THE AGE OF 19 IS 

PROHIBITED BY LAW. Legal proof of age must be shown. A person who sells or offers to 

sell a product to a person under 19 years of age may be prosecuted in accordance with state and 

local ordinances.” 

 

Chapter 363-2 shall be amended to read as follows: 

 

It shall be unlawful for a tobacco/cigarette retailer to sell or permit to be sold tobacco/cigarettes to any 

individual without requesting and examining identification from the purchaser positively establishing the 

purchaser's age as 19 years or greater, unless the seller has some other conclusive basis for determining the 

buyer is over the age of 19 years. 

  
All Ordinances of parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies 

only. 

 

In the event that any word, phrase, clause, section or provision of this Ordinance is found by any Court of 

competent jurisdiction to be unenforceable, illegal or unconstitutional, such word, phrase, clause or 

provision shall be severable from the balance of this Ordinance and the remainder of this Ordinance shall 

remain in full force and effect. 

 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication as provided by Law. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 15-15 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be 

further considered for final passage at a meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 

Hillsdale Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on August 11, 2015, and at said time and place all persons 

interested will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized 

and directed to publish said Ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, 

with a notice of its introduction and of the time and place, when and where said Ordinance would be 

considered for final passage. 

 

Motion by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member Meyerson, and unanimously approved. 

 

********** 
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15-16 (Introduction): 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 13 OF THE REVISED 

GENERAL CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE ENTITLED FIRE PREVENTION, TO 

PROVIDE FOR ACCESS TO FIRE HYDRANTS IN ALL NON-RESIDENTIAL ZONES, AND 

FOR THE USE OF KEY BOX RAPID ENTRY SYSTEMS 

 

WHEREAS, the General Code of the Borough of Hillsdale, Chapter 146 provides for Fire Prevention; and  

WHEREAS, said Code does not specify provisions for access to fire hydrants in all non-residential zones 

and the use of Key Box Rapid Entry System; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale have determined that there exists a need to 

include these items in the General Code, 

BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE AS 

FOLLOWS: 

Chapter 146-13 shall be added to read as follows: 

Fire Hydrants.  To insure access to fire hydrants in all non-residential zones in the Borough of 

Hillsdale for the safety and welfare of the public, a clear area of (3) three feet must be 

maintained in all directions from the fire hydrant as well as meeting the road side parking 

requirements. 

The owner or lessee of any property within three (3) feet of a fire hydrant shall be responsible to 

see that a three (3) foot clear space is provided in all directions from the fire hydrant.  The 

requirements of this section shall be completed by the responsible party not later that twenty-

four (24) hours after any natural obstruction such as snow shall prevent access to the fire 

hydrant and within twelve (12) hours of any other type of obstruction. 

Upon the failure of any person in maintaining the open space for all fire hydrants in accordance 

with this section, shall be deemed a violation of the Fire Safety Code. 

Chapter 146-14 shall be added to read as follows: 

 Key Box Rapid Entry System.  

1. Key Boxes Required.  The Fire Official shall require a “Key Box Rapid Entry 

System” (“Knox” or similar) to be installed in all non-residential zones in an accessible 

location where immediate access is necessary to verify the existence of a fire or other 

emergency in these buildings equipped with or required to be equipped with, fire 

detection or fire suppression systems or equipment. 

 

All new commercial and/or manufacturing buildings constructed after the effective date 

of this section, all existing commercial and/or manufacturing buildings which undergo 

remodeling in excess of One Thousand ($1,000.00) dollars after the effective date of this 

section, and all existing commercial and/or manufacturing buildings when requested by 

the Borough Fire Official, shall be provided with a Key Box Rapid Entry System at a 

location approved by the Fire Prevention Bureau.  Such box shall be provided with 

master keys necessary for access to all portions of the premises.  Such box and keys 

shall be provided prior to occupancy and/or final inspection. 

All buildings equipped with elevators shall be provided with a Key Box Rapid Entry 

System as in the preceding paragraph. 

2. Type, Contents, Installation.  The key box shall be of a type approved by the Fire 

Official; shall contain keys to gain necessary access as required by the Fire Official, and 

shall be installed in a manner approved by the Fire Official.  The Fire Official shall 

require a key box tamper switch connected to the building’s fire alarm system. 

3. FDC CAPS.  FDC Caps shall be required to be installed on all Fire Department 

Sprinkler connections, and Fire Department Stand Pipes. 
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4. Penalties. Any building owner violating the requirements of this subsection, after 

receiving due notice by the Fire Official shall be subject to a fine up to five hundred 

($500.00) dollars. 

All Ordinances of parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies 

only. 

In the event that any word, phrase, clause, section or provision of this Ordinance is found by any Court of 

competent jurisdiction to be unenforceable, illegal or unconstitutional, such word, phrase, clause or 

provision shall be severable from the balance of this Ordinance and the remainder of this Ordinance shall 

remain in full force and effect. 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication as provided by Law. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 15-16 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be 

further considered for final passage at a meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 

Hillsdale Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on August 11, 2015, and at said time and place all persons 

interested will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized 

and directed to publish said Ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, 

with a notice of its introduction and of the time and place, when and where said Ordinance would be 

considered for final passage. 

Motion by Council Member DeRosa, second by Council Member DeGise, and unanimously approved. 

 

RESOLUTIONS/CONSENT AGENDA: R15141 through R15162; R15166: 
R15141 Authorize the Mayor to Execute Municipal Shared Services Defense Agreement with 

Rutgers, The State University, through Dr. Robert W. Burchell to Initiate and Complete 
Burchell Fair Share Analysis for COAH, in the Amount NTE $2,000 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has filed or anticipates filing a Declaratory Judgment Action in the 

Superior Court of New Jersey Bergen County in furtherance of the Supreme Court’s March 10, 2015 

decision captioned In re Adoption of N.J.A.C. 5:96 & 5:97 by N.J. Council on Affordable Housing, 221 

N.J. 1 (2015) (the “Supreme Court Decision”); and 

 

WHEREAS, Fair Share Housing Center (“FSHC”), through the services of David Kinsey, has prepared 

what it considers to be the statewide fair share numbers (the “FSHC Numbers”) for use by the 15 vicinage 

Mt. Laurel Judges to calculate a municipality’s affordable housing obligation pursuant to the Supreme 

Court Decision; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale desires to participate in the preparation of a statewide fair share 

analysis to be undertaken by Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey (“Rutgers”), through Dr. Robert 

W. Burchell, Principal Investigator, and various other experts employed by Rutgers in order to establish a 

rational and reasonable methodology (the “Burchell Fair Share Analysis”) for determination of a 

municipality’s obligation to provide a realistic opportunity through its land use ordinances for its fair share 

of the region’s affordable housing needs in accordance with the Mount Laurel Doctrine as set forth in In 

the Matter of the Adoption of N.J.A.C. 5:96 and 5:97 by the New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing, 

221 N.J. 1 (2015) (“Decision”) and prior decisions of the Courts of New Jersey, and the Fair Housing Act, 

N.J.S.A. 52:27D-301 et. seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, Rutgers, utilizing Dr. Burchell as the Principal Investigator and author has agreed to prepare 

the Burchell Fair Share Analysis within 90 days of being retained to establish his view of the proper way to 

determine each municipality’s fair share obligation; and 

 

WHEREAS, Dr. Burchell estimates the cost to prepare the initial Burchell Fair Share Analysis will be 

$70,000; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is anticipated that there will be a need for Dr. Burchell to analyze any challenges to his 

conclusions and prepare a rebuttal report to said challenges which is not included in the $70,000; and 
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WHEREAS, it is anticipated that if each municipality contributes $2,000, there will be sufficient monies to 

pay the cost to prepare the initial Burchell Fair Share Analysis, to analyze any challenges to the Initial Fair 

Share Analysis and to Prepare A Rebuttal Report given the number of municipalities that have expressed 

an interest in retaining Burchell; and  

 

WHEREAS, a Municipal Shared Services Defense Agreement (hereinafter MSSDA”), has been prepared 

(a) so that monies can be collected to enter into an agreement with Rutgers (hereinafter “the Rutgers 

Agreement”) and so that Burchell, along with various other experts from Rutgers, can perform the tasks 

described above and (b) so that the rights and responsibilities of each municipality that wishes to sign the 

agreement to retain Rutgers are defined; and 

 

WHEREAS, the MSSDA provides that the Law Offices of Jeffrey R. Surenian and Associates, LLC 

(“Surenian”) will serve as the administrative entity to sign the Rutgers agreement on behalf of the 

municipalities that signed the MSSDA and paid the $2,000 fee; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is imperative given the time constraints for municipalities that wish to retain Burchell to 

sign the MSSDA and pay the $2,000 fee so that Burchell can conduct the necessary analysis; and 

  

WHEREAS, notwithstanding the foregoing, it is possible that the MSSDA may need to be changed as a 

result of ongoing negotiations with the Rutgers agreement following execution of the MSSDA and the 

payment of the $2,000 fee; and 

 

WHEREAS, in such an event, any member that objects to the changes that Rutgers may require shall have 

the opportunity to relinquish membership in the Municipal Group and to receive back the $2,000 payment 

as more specifically set forth in the MSSDA.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, as 

follows: 

1. The terms and conditions of the MSSDA attached hereto are hereby approved, ratified and 

confirmed. 

 

2. The amount of $2,000 is hereby authorized to be expended by the Borough of Hillsdale for Rutgers 

through Dr. Robert Burchell, Principal Investigator to prepare the Burchell Fair Share Analysis. 

 

3. A certification of funds authorizing the aforesaid expenditure has been signed by the Chief 

Financial Officer of the Borough of Hillsdale and is appended hereto. 

 

4. The Mayor be and is hereby authorized to execute the aforesaid MSSDA to memorialize the 

participation of the Borough of Hillsdale in the preparation of the Burchell Fair Share Analysis and 

to take any and all actions reasonably required to effectuate said Agreement. 

. 

5. The Borough of Hillsdale hereby authorizes Jeffrey R. Surenian, Esq. to execute on behalf of the 

Borough of Hillsdale the Research Agreement with Rutgers to initiate and complete Burchell Fair 

Share Analysis and to do such other actions to effectuate the purposes of said Research Agreement. 

 

6. If further changes to the MSSDA are needed as a result of finalizing the Rutgers Agreement, within 

ten (10) days of notification by Surenian of the changes, the Borough of Hillsdale will inform 

Surenian if it objects to the changes and wishes to withdraw from the Municipal Group  and obtain 

a refund of the $2000 it paid. 

 

7. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

  R15142 Approval of NJDOT Discretionary Aid Funding Project, Hillsdale Avenue from 

Kinderkamack    Road to Cedar Lane 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale formally approves 

the grant application for the above stated project. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant 

application identified as LAIF-2015-Hillsdale Avenue Roadway Improveme00021to the New Jersey Department 

of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement 

on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and 

conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement. 

 
R15143 Approval of Change in Custodian of Petty Cash Fund – Police 
 
WHEREAS, Elwood Stalter was custodian of the Police Petty Cash Fund; and 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:5-21, the Borough of Hillsdale is changing custodians to 

Robert Francaviglia; and 

 

WHEREAS, Robert Francaviglia is bonded in the mount of $1,000,000.00 by virtue of a surety bond. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen hereby 

authorizes such action and two copies if this resolution be filed with the Division of Local Government 

Services, New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for approval. 
 

 
R15144 Approval of Change in Custodian of Petty Cash Fund – Clerk 
 
WHEREAS, Robert Sandt was custodian of the Clerk Petty Cash Fund; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:5-21, the Borough of Hillsdale is changing custodians to 

Susan Witkowski; and 

WHEREAS, Susan Witkowski is bonded in the mount of $1,000,000.00 by virtue of a surety bond. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen hereby 

authorizes such action and two copies if this resolution be filed with the Division of Local Government 

Services, New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for approval. 

 
R15145 Approval of Change in Custodian of Petty Cash Fund – Detective Bureau 
 
WHEREAS, Robert Francaviglia was custodian of the Detective Bureau Petty Cash Fund; and 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:5-21, the Borough of Hillsdale is changing custodians to 

Adam Hampton; and 

 

WHEREAS, Adam Hampton is bonded in the mount of $1,000,000.00 by virtue of a surety bond. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen hereby 

authorizes such action and two copies if this resolution be filed with the Division of Local Government 

Services, New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for approval. 
 

 
R15146 Approval of Change in Custodian for Petty Cash Fund – General Public Assistance 
 
 
WHEREAS, Katherine E. Elgert was custodian of the General Public Assistance Petty Cash Fund; and 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40:5-21, the Borough of Hillsdale is changing custodians to 

Katherine E. Elgert ; and 

 

WHEREAS, Katherine E. Elgert is bonded in the mount of $1,000,000.00 by virtue of a surety bond. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen hereby 

authorizes such action and two copies if this resolution be filed with the Division of Local Government 

Services, New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for approval. 
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R15147 Rescinding Petty Cash Fund – Swim Pool Commission 
 
WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen that the petty cash fund for the 

Swim Pool Commission be rescinded. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen hereby 

authorizes such action and two copies if this resolution be filed with the Division of Local Government 

Services, New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for approval. 
 
 

 
R15148 Execute Interlocal Agreement with Paramus for Street Sweeping Services, $3,000 per 

Sweep, $400 per Sweep for Special Events 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale and the Borough of Paramus seek to enter into an Interlocal 

Agreement wherein the Borough of Paramus will provide street sweeping services for the Borough of 

Hillsdale three (3) times annually; and, 

WHEREAS, both of the parties to such Agreement are authorized by law to enter into an agreement with 

one another to provide jointly for any lawful service to and for the residents of the respective municipalities 

pursuant to the provisions of the “Interlocal Services Act” N.J.S.A. 40:8A-1 et seq.; and, 

WHEREAS, the governing bodies of the Borough of Hillsdale and the Borough of Paramus recognize that 

the implementation of an Interlocal Agreement to provide street sweeping services is in the best interest of 

the taxpayers of the respective municipalities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale hereby 

authorize the execution of an Interlocal Services Agreement with the Borough of Paramus for a period of 

one (1) year. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Agreement shall commence on June 1, 2015 and end on December 

15, 2015. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the cost of same shall be per street sweeping Three Thousand Dollars 

($3,000.00) for a total annual cost of Nine Thousand Dollars ($9,000.00). The proposed price is based on a 

total of One Hundred Ten (110) miles of roadway sweeping. Price also includes removal of all sweeper 

dumpings. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the cost of street sweeping services for special events with a maximum 

of five (5) miles of roadway for one (1) time sweep at a cost of $400.00. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Agreement shall take effect upon the execution of same and 

adoption of Resolutions by both parties as provided by law 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of the Agreement be maintained on file and open to public 

inspection at the office of the Borough Clerk. 

 

 
R15149 Authorize the Mayor to Execute Agreement with Daniel O’Rourke, Interim Superintendent 

of DPW, Effective June 15, 2015 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough and Daniel O’Rourke have engaged in negotiations for an employment 

agreement; and, 

WHEREAS, the parties have reached an agreement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the 

Employment Agreement between the Borough of Hillsdale and Daniel O’Rourke, effective June 15, 2015. 

 

R15150 Approval of Stipulation of Settlement, 55 Prospect Place, Block 1206, Lot 9 
 

WHEREAS, RBL Assoc LLC is the taxpayer of real estate designated as Block 1207, Lot 9 on the official 

tax map of the Borough of Hillsdale and better known as 55 Prospect Place, Hillsdale, New Jersey; and 
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WHEREAS, RBL Assoc LLC has made application to the Tax Court of New Jersey to have the assessment 

of the property listed above adjusted for tax years 2011, 2012 and 2013; and 

WHEREAS, the 2013 reduced assessment ($500,000) shall apply to the 2014 assessment; and 

WHEREAS, the parties to said action have agreed upon an adjustment of the assessment; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor & Council find the settlement is in the best interests of Hillsdale and is reasonable; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor & Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that the 

adjustments of the assessments of the property specified above be and is hereby ratified as follows: 

Block: 1207 

Lot: 9 

Address: 55 Prospect Place 

Year: 2011 Original County Board Requested Tax 

 Assessment Judgment Court Judgment 

Land: $ 506,300 $ 506,300 $ 506,300 
Improvements: $ 142,600 $             142,600 $ 142,600 

Total $  648,900 $ 648,900 $ 648,900 

Year: 2012 Original County Board Requested Tax 

 Assessment Judgment Court Judgment 

Land: $ 506,300 $            506,300 $ 405,000 
Improvements: $ 142,600 $            142,600 $  95,000 

Total: $  648,900 $           648,900 $ 500,000 

Year: 2013 Original County Board Requested Tax 

 Assessment Judgment Court Judgment 

Land: $  405,000 $            405,000 $ 405,000 
Improvements: $ 132,700 $            132,700 $ 95.000 

Total: $ 537,700 $            537,700 $ 500,000  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Morrison Mahoney LLP be, and hereby are, authorized to execute the 

Stipulation of Settlement memorializing the settlement of the matter on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale; 

and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the proper officials be, and hereby are, authorized to make the necessary 

adjustments to the assessments. 

 
R15151 Authorize Agreement with Atlantic Coast Fibers for Recycling Services for a Three-Year 

Period 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is in need of a provider to accept recyclable materials from the 

Borough as generated by Borough occupants and as deposited at curbside in the Borough; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Atlantic Coast Fibers, located at 101 7
th

 Street, Passaic, New Jersey 07055 has provided a 

proposal to the Borough for acceptance of its recyclable materials and payment per ton to the Borough for 

recyclable materials, such proposal being dated June 10, 2015 and attached as an exhibit hereto; and, 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(s), any contract 

can be awarded by a governing body, without public bidding, for the provision of recycling services; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is desirous of entering into a contract with Atlantic Coast Fibers as 

set forth in its proposal, for a period of three (3) years from the date of execution of the contract, for the 

services and payments set forth in the exhibit attached hereto. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute an 

Agreement for an term not to exceed one year, between the Borough of Hillsdale and Atlantic Coast Fibers, 

for recycling services as described and priced in the proposal dated June 10, 2015, subject to provision by 

Atlantic Coast Fibers of all necessary and required documentation required of a vendor doing business with 

a governmental entity  in the State of New Jersey.  
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R15152 Authorize Mayor and Borough Clerk to Execute Memorandum of Understanding with 

United Methodist Church for Emergency Shelter and FEMA Generator 
 
WHEREAS, on May 12, 2015 the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale adopted resolution R15116 

adopting the Hazardous Mitigation Plan for the Borough of Hillsdale; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Office of Emergency Management in the Borough of Hillsdale identified priority activities 

to pursue per FEMA; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Office of Emergency Management has identified the need for an emergency shelter as a 

result from Superstorm Sandy; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Office of Emergency Management determined the need for a generator to assist in such 

storms; and 

 

WHEREAS, such generator was made available through FEMA to utilize in the event of a subsequent 

major storm and/or occurrence causing power disruption and/or outages within the Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the United Methodist Church located at 349 Hillsdale Avenue has agreed to house such 

generator and provide shelter to the Borough and/or its citizens and residents during those major storm 

events causing power disruption and/or outages within the Borough. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough of Hillsdale and the United Methodist Church 

enter into a Memorandum of Understanding. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to execute 

Memorandum of Understanding. 
 
 
R15153 Authorize Maser Consulting, Darlene Greene, to Perform Duties Associated with COAH 

and HEFSP to Meet Regulations, NTE $15,000 
 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that Darlene Green, Borough Planner, of Maser Consulting to be authorized to prepare 

a draft HEFSP and draft implementation ordinances as required by Housing Element and Fair Share Plan 

(HEFSP) on behalf of the borough at an amount not to exceed $15,000.00. 

 
 
R15154 Authorize Renewal of 2015-2016 PRC Liquor License, Bensi of Hillsdale, t/a Domani of 

Hillsdale, 387 Washington Avenue 
 
 

WHEREAS, The Municipal Clerk is submitting the following Plenary Retail Consumption License 

Renewal Application for renewal approval for the license renewal term of 2015-2016; 

 

 

Lic# 0227-33-001-007  Bensi of Hillsdale Inc. 387 Washington Avenue 

     t/a Domani of Hillsdale 

  

WHEREAS, The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, has no objection to the renewal of this 

license and is not aware of any circumstances that would prohibit the renewal of said license. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to sign and deliver 

said license on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale. 

 

 
R15155 Authorize Renewal of 2015-2016 PRD Liquor License, Bottle King, Inc., t/a Bottle King 

Discount Liquors, 377 Washington Avenue 
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WHEREAS, The Municipal Clerk is submitting the following Plenary Retail Distribution License Renewal 

Application for renewal approval for the license renewal term of 2015-2016; 

 

Lic# 0227-44-003-006 Hillsdale Bottle King, Inc.  377 Washington Avenue 

    t/a Bottle King Discount Liquors  

  

WHEREAS, The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, has no objection to the renewal of this 

license and is not aware of any circumstances that would prohibit the renewal of said license. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to sign and deliver 

said license on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale. 
 

 
R15156 Authorize Renewal of 2015-2016 PRC Liquor License, Dynasty Chinese Restaurant Corp., 

t/a Golden Dynasty Chinese Restaurant, 295 Kinderkamack Road 
 
 
WHEREAS, The Municipal Clerk is submitting the following Plenary Retail Consumption License 

Renewal Application for renewal approval for the license renewal term of 2015-2016; 

 

Lic# 0227-33-002-004 Dynasty Chinese Restaurant Corp. 295 Kinderkamack Road 

    t/a Golden Dynasty Chinese Restaurant 

 

WHEREAS, The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, has no objection to the renewal of this 

license and is not aware of any circumstances that would prohibit the renewal of said license. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to sign and deliver 

said license on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale. 
 

 
R15157 Authorize Renewal of 2015-2016 PRC Liquor License, Palisades Park Bar Liquor & 

Delicatessen, Inc., T/A Lou’s Tavern, 74 Broadway 
 
 

WHEREAS, The Municipal Clerk is submitting the following Plenary Retail Consumption License 

Renewal Application for renewal approval for the license renewal term of 2015-2016; 

 

Lic# 0227-33-008-002 Palisades Park Bar Liquor & Delicatession Inc. 74 Broadway 

    t/a Lous Tavern 

  

WHEREAS, The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, has no objection to the renewal of this 

license and is not aware of any circumstances that would prohibit the renewal of said license. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to sign and deliver 

said license on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale. 
 
 
 
R15158 Approval of Chapter 159, Special Item Revenue Radon Awareness Program, Center 

$557.89 
 
WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services may 

approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or municipality when such 

item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the 

adoption of the budget, and 

 

WHERAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for an equal amount, 

and 

 

SECTION 1 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, in the 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government 

Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2015 in the sum of 
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$557.89 which item is now available as revenue from the New Jersey Department of Environmental 

Protection. 

 

SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE OFF-SET WITH APPROPRIATIONS 

Radon Awareness Program - $557.89 

 

Pursuant to the provisions of the statute; and 

 

SECTION 2 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the like sum of $557.89 be and the same is hereby appropriated under the 

caption of: 

 

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PROGRAMS OFF-SET BY REVENUE 

Radon Awareness Program - $557.89 

 

SECTION 3 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the above is the result of funds due to the Borough of Hillsdale, from the 

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, which were not available at the time of the adoption 

of the 2015 budget. 

 

NOW BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk forward two certified copies of this resolution to the 

Director of Local Government Services for approval. 
 
 
 
R15159 Approve Hiring of Part-Time Office Clerk, Gioia Cassidy, Effective July 6, 2015 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale promulgated requests for applications for a part-time office clerk; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, Gioia Cassidy was interviewed by the Borough Administrator and has met all of the 

requirements for the position of part-time office clerk; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale desires to appoint Gioia Cassidy to the position of part-time office 

clerk effective July 6, 2015; and    

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey that Gioia Cassidy is hereby appointed to the position of part-time office clerk, 

effective July 6, 2015. 
 
 
R15160 Approve Hiring of Part-Time Office Clerk, Meredith Anides, Effective July 6, 2015 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale promulgated requests for applications for a part-time office clerk; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, Meredith Anides was interviewed by the Borough Administrator and has met all of the 

requirements for the position of part-time office clerk; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale desires to appoint Meredith Anides to the position of part-time office 

clerk effective July 6, 2015; and    

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey that Meredith Anides is hereby appointed to the position of part-time office 

clerk, effective July 6, 2015. 
 
 
R15161 Approve Hiring of Part-Time Technical Assistant/Clerk, Katherine Sabol, Effective July 6, 

2015 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale promulgated requests for applications for a part-time technical 

assistant/clerk; and 

WHEREAS, Katherine Sabol was interviewed by the Borough Administrator and has met the requirements 

for the position of part-time technical assistant/clerk; and  



Regular Meeting  

Page 34 of 43 

July 7, 2015 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale desires to appoint Katherine Sabol to the position of part-time 

technical assistant/clerk effective July 6, 2015; and    

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey that Katherine Sabol is hereby appointed to the position of part-time technical 

assistant/clerk, effective July 6, 2015. 

 
 
R15162 Approve Hiring of Part-Time Fire Inspector, Martin Brown, Effective June 26, 2015 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale promulgated requests for applications for a part-time fire inspector; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, Martine Brown was interviewed by the Borough Administrator and has met the requirements 

for the position of part-time fire inspector; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale desires to appoint Martin Brown to the position of part-time fire 

inspector effective June 26, 2015; and    

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey that Martin Brown is hereby appointed to the position of part-time fire 

inspector, effective June 26, 2015. 
 
 
 
R15166 Approval of Change Order (Decreased No. 1) Kent, Baylor, and Saddlewood Road Program 

($-57,685.57) 
 

Be it resolved by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, Bergen County, New Jersey upon the 

recommendation for the Borough Engineer that the Change Order for the Contract listed below be and is 

hereby approved.  

TITLE OF JOB: Kent Road, Baylor Avenue, and Saddlewood Drive – Roadway Improvements 

CONTRACTOR: A.J.M Contractors Inc., 300 Kuller Road, Clifton, NJ 07011 

CHANGE ORDER N°:  1 

AMOUNT OF CHANGE THIS RESOLUTION:  Decrease -16.85% -$57,685.57 

AMOUNT OF CHANGE TO DATE:   Decrease -16.85% -$57,685.57 

REASON FOR CHANGE:    See attached Change Order. 

NEA FILE: HILDMUN14.012 

This Resolution to take effect upon certification of this Resolution by the Borough Treasurer that sufficient 

funds are available. 

Council Member Looes asked to pull R15159. 

 

Council Member Ruocco asked to pull R15146 and R15151. 

 

Council President Pizzella asked to pull R15160 and R15161. 

 

Motion to approve everything except R15146, R15151, R15159, R15160, and R15161 by Council Member 

Looes, second by Council Member DeRosa, and unanimously approved. 

 

Motion on R15146 by Council Member DeGise, second by Council Member Looes. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:    Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco 

Nays:  Council President Pizzella 

Council Member Ruocco asked for this to be pulled because it indicates that there is a change, but the same 
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person is being appointed (Kathy Elgert). Ms. Witkowski stated that she spoke to Mr. Kaufmann, the CFO, 

about this, because this was his recommendation. It was listed incorrectly on the State Website, which 

indicated something different from the Borough’s records, so it had to be changed. Mr. Kaufmann stated 

that it would be best to just do a new resolution to affirm that it is the right person. Mr. Madaio suggested 

that the word “change” should be changed to “affirmation of custodian for petty cash”. 

 

Motion on R15151 by Council Member DeGise, second by Council Member Looes. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:    Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco 

Nays:  Council President Pizzella 

Council Member Ruocco asked for this to be pulled because he had a question. He asked why the Borough 

was not being given any rebates on cans or bottles, or how the current proposal differs from what the 

Borough currently has. Ms. Witkowski stated that this contract is less than the previous one, because the 

market is down. This was the lowest bid of the two bids received. 

 

Motion on R15159 by Council Member DeGise, second by Council Member Meyerson. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:    Council Members DeGise, Meyerson, and Mayor Arnowitz 

Abstain: Council Members DeRosa and Looes 

Nays:  Council Member Ruocco and Council President Pizzella 

Council Member Ruocco pointed out that this Resolution was pulled by Council Member Looes, who had 

no comment and deferred back to Council President Pizzella who wanted to speak. Council President 

Pizzella commented that he has an issue with Ms. Cassidy’s background, although he understands that it is 

the Borough Administrator’s discretion to hire, which he does not oppose. Within reason, the Borough 

Administrator is required to inform the Council prior to hiring at the next meeting, and Council President 

Pizzella understands that Ms. Cassidy started her job yesterday. In addition, Council President Pizzella has 

issues with her background.  Mayor Arnowitz questioned the Borough Attorney if she could be discussed, 

being that there is no RICE notice, Attorney Madaio said that yes no one is going into closed, comments 

are of a nature of general background as opposed to discussing personnel, Councilmember Pizzella 

continued   that he is concerned because she has a lot of political ties and a wealth of experience on 

political campaigns. He respects the fact that Ms. Cassidy has presented her background and has been very 

candid about it, but he believes that hiring her could potentially lead to issues down the line, and he is not 

comfortable with it. That is why he will vote no on this resolution. 

 

Council Member Ruocco shares the same sentiments as Council President Pizzella. When he first asked Ms. 

Witkowski to present Ms. Cassidy’s background at the meeting tonight, she first responded that she was 

not comfortable doing that. After discussing the situation with Mr. Madaio, who said that there wasn’t any 

issue.  Council Member Ruocco did not know at the time who the people were. He found out about her 

background yesterday afternoon, and he met Ms. Cassidy before he even opened the package about her. 

Nice individual, I met her Monday morning after the BA introduced and when he saw her background, this 

individual was involved in political fundraising, campaigning, and coordination  almost her entire 

professional life and believes that she held one position that was not involved in it and all for  the same 

party, and Council Member Ruocco does not feel comfortable that we as a town the Borough should be 

bringing on an individual like this and putting them in a spot that is supposed to be non-partisan. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz stated that what the person did is not illegal, Councilman Ruocco stated he did not say it 

was illegal. Mayor Arnowitz said they are allowed to do that and that he does not know anything about her, 

and he is only concerned that she does not engage in anything political during the course of her work for 

the Borough, and she does the job that is required of her. Council Member Meyerson asked to elaborate as 

he knows nothing about what is being discussed, and he had not even seen her resume. He pointed out that 

this is for a part-time office clerk job. Mayor Arnowitz commented that the resume was part of an email 

that was sent out today. Council Member Ruocco noted that, as was pointed out by Council President 

Pizzella, the Council Members should have seen the resume before the person was hired, whenever 

possible. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz said he discussed the matter with Mr. Madaio, and Ms. Cassidy has already been hired, 

and the Borough Administrator does have the discretion to hire her. Approximately two months ago, Ms. 

Witkowski notified the Council Members that she would be hiring people, so there are no grounds to deny 

the employment. Council Member Ruocco agreed that Ms. Cassidy has great qualifications, holding a 

Bachelor’s Degree and Master’s Degree in government. With these qualifications, she has applied for a 

part-time office clerk position here, and Council Member Ruocco believes that is a cause for concern. 

Mayor Arnowitz reiterated that Mr. Madaio and Ms. Witkowski have informed him that Ms. Cassidy has 

already been hired, and the Council cannot deny her employment at this time. Council President Pizzella 
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asked why resolution is necessary for this, if Ms. Witkowski has this discretionary power. Ms. Witkowski 

responded that a paper trail is necessary. Mr. Madaio added that this [paper trail] is very common in many 

municipalities, even when the Administrator has the authority to hire, that the employment is ratified by 

resolution. Council President Pizzella pointed out that sometimes, there could be a situation in which some 

people are opposed to the Hhiring, and would vote no on the resolution. Mr. Madaio agreed that such a 

situation could occur, but it is not up to the Council Members to make hiring decisions; they can only ratify 

such decisions. 

 

Motion on R15160 by Council Member DeGise, second by Council Member Looes. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:    Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco 

Nays:  Council President Pizzella 

 

Motion on R15161 Council Member DeGise, second by Council Member Looes. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:    Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco 

Nays:  Council President Pizzella 

 

OFF CONSENT AGENDA: R15163 and R15164: 
R15163 Bill List 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that the following bills in the sum 

of $3,478,091.71 as authorized by the Department Head and approved by a Council member liaison,  be 

paid; and that the Mayor, Clerk and Chief Financial Officer be and they are hereby authorized and directed 

to issue warrants in payment of same. 
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Motion to approve by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member DeGise. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members DeGise (everything except Fire Department/Demarest Farms), DeRosa, 

Looes, Ruocco 
Abstain: Council Member Meyerson and Council President Pizzella 

 
R15164 Approval of Raffle License for St. John the Baptist Church, October 30, 2015 

 
Motion to approve by Council Member DeGise, second by Council Member Looes. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson 
Abstain: Council Member Ruocco and Council President Pizzella 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTARIES: 

Council Member Looes welcomed and thanked the young men who were joining the Fire Department. As 

Chief Domville said, it is nice to see that the positions keep filling. She also congratulated and thanked 

Elizabeth Ward for the summer concert series, which is always fabulous. With respect to the public library, 

Council Member Looes encouraged everyone who has not yet joined the teen or children’s reading 

program to do so, because there is still time. Teenagers can sign up online. Any children who have summer 

reading assignments will find those books on a cart at the Public Library. Council Member Looes also 

thanked the Fire Department for bringing a fire truck to the Special Olympics Torch Run for the children. 

They also give scholarships annually to Pascack Valley High School and George White Middle School 

students. Council Member Looes witnessed Ryan Novakowski receiving the Allen scholarship from the 

Fire Department, which is given to a student who exemplifies character, academics, and good 

sportsmanship. 

 

Council Member DeRosa commented that before he was elected to the Council, the prior Council passed a 

resolution supporting LG and the development on the Palisades, in which it was determined that the 

building was too tall. LG eventually compromised and built a shorter building, and it made Council 

Member DeRosa realize what an effect local government has on corporate decision-making. He attended a 

regional Board of Education meeting, and found out that the high schools are now moving away from 

giving mid-term exams. The students will be assessed during the year, and it was felt that a whole week of 

testing is used, when teachers could be teaching. In July, the high schools will be working with engineers to 

evaluate the best way to remove the old tennis courts and install additional parking, as well as better egress. 

They will be contacting the Fire Department and Police Department in Hillsdale as part of those efforts. 

The new tennis courts are expected to be open in time for the girls’ fall season. They will also be open to 

the public. 

 

Council Member Meyerson echoed the comments made by Council Member Looes regarding the new 

Firefighters and the Fire Department. He also gave a shout out to the USA Women’s Soccer Team, noting 

that two of the young women on the team are from New Jersey. Council Member Meyerson feels that 

soccer deserves a lot more attention than it gets, and so many children are enrolled in soccer programs, and 
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women show how great the sport is, because they can excel just as well as men can. 

 

Council President Pizzella welcomed Mayor Arnowitz back to the Council. 

 

Council Member Ruocco attended the DARE graduation at St. John’s Academy, along with the Chief 

Francaviglia, Officer Sayers, and Lieutenant Smith. It was clear how much the officers who served as 

DARE educators are appreciated by the students, their parents, and teachers. Council Member Ruocco 

thanked Lieutenant Smith and Officers Sayers, as well as Adam Hampton and Bill Dietrich for investing 

their time in this program. Council Member Ruocco congratulated three Girl Scouts, Alyssa Zoll, Brisa 

Siegal, and Kaitlin Mendel, for achieving the Gold Award as Girl Scouts. Alyssa created an assortment of 

interactive DVDs of children’s books to be used in early childhood reading; Brisa organized a concert in 

Hillsdale to raise funds for Homes for Our Troops; and Kaitlin created a public service video to raise 

awareness for animal rescue and adoption, along with helping a local animal shelter to collect food and 

products. The ceremony will be this Sunday, at St. John’s Academy, and Council Member Ruocco hopes to 

be able to attend. 

 

Council Member DeGise thanked everyone on the dais and the residents who came to Jeff Alboum’s 

fundraiser at Demarest Farms. More than 600 people attended, and more than $27,000 was raised for Jeff. 

On the Tuesday after the event, Jeff was approved for a stem cell research program, and he will be having 

that surgery very soon. The next fundraiser will be at the end of September for the Hillsdale Volunteer 

Ambulance Corps, which desperately needs a new ambulance. Half of the proceeds will also go toward 

Jeff’s ongoing research and medical bills. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz thanked Council Member DeGise and his partner, Jim, for allowing the emergency 

services groups in Hillsdale to hold the fundraiser. Finally, Mayor Arnowitz wanted to point out to the 

public with respect to the Planning Board that no one believes that the Planning Board is not doing its job, 

and Mayor Arnowitz believes that the Planning Board is the hardest-working Board in the Borough. Its 

meetings are rather boring, because they are very technical. The discussion held earlier tonight is about 

something that can easily be taken care of, and it can be worked out. Every person on the Planning Board is 

very dedicated, and they come from all walks of life. 

 

Ms. Witkowski mentioned that Mr. Franklin performed regular maintenance on the lightning detection 

system, and he has ordered various needed parts for the system. The system should be running again within 

the next couple of days. Mayor Arnowitz mentioned that one of the things he is complained about over the 

years is that there should be a regular maintenance program for the system; the work should not on a yearly 

basis. The work must be done throughout the seasons. Council Member Looes stated that she also inquired 

about it, because it was of great concern to her. It is a safety issue, and a liability issue, as well. Council 

Member Meyerson noted that no determination was ever made as to whether this was a job for the DPW or 

the OEM. Was given to Mr. Franklin when he was the Borough Electrician, but when it was turned over to 

Mr. Durie and the DPW, nothing was done for approximately two years. Mayor Arnowitz noted that the 

Borough Administrator at that time did not want to spend the money to maintain the system. Council 

Member Meyerson interjected that a decision must be made whether the responsibility is for the DPW or 

the OEM. Mayor Arnowitz answered that it is responsibility of an outside contractor, because he does not 

believe that the OEM has the expertise necessary. Mayor Arnowitz thinks that Mr. Franklin’s services 

should be engaged to do the maintenance. The consensus was that Ms. Witkowski will engage the services 

of someone to do the maintenance work on the lightning detection system. Council Member DeRosa asked 

Ms. Witkowski to let him know when they are operational. She should also let the Police Department, as 

well as the sports associations, know when it is working. 

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION: @11:23 PM 

R15165 To provide for a meeting not open to the public in accordance with the provisions of the New 

Jersey Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 – personnel; shared services; COAH; negotiations; 

property issues. 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale is subject to certain requirements of the 

Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b) provides that an Executive Session not 

open to the public may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale to discuss in a session not 

open to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b) and 

designated below: 
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 X (1) Matters required by law to be confidential. 

__ (2) Matters where the release of information would impair the right to receive funds. 

__ (3) Matters involving individual privacy. 

X  (4) Matters relating to collective bargaining agreements. 

X  (5) Matters relating to the purchase, lease or acquisition of real property or the investment of public 

funds. 

__ (6) Matters relating to public safety and property. 

X  (7) Matters relating to litigation, negotiations and the attorney-client privilege. 

 X (8) Matters relating to the employment relationship. 

__ (9) Matters relating to the potential imposition of a penalty. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale assembled in public 

session this date that an Executive Session closed to the public be and the same is hereby authorized for 

discussion of matters relating to the specified items designated above. It is anticipated that the deliberations 

conducted in closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the Borough Council 

that the public interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality. 

 

Motion to adjourn to closed session made by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member 

Meyerson, and unanimously approved. 

 

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING: @11:53 PM 

Motion to reconvene regular session was made by Council Member Looes, Second by Council Member 

DeRosa, and unanimously approved. 

 

Borough  Attorney Madaio said  let  the  record  reflect  all  members   of  the  governing   body  were 

present  for commencement  of the executive session and are present for the recommencement  of the open 

session, as well as the Borough Clerk/Borough Administrator and the Borough Attorney. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  @11:54 PM 

Motion to adjourn was made by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member DeRosa, and 

unanimously approved. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2015 ~ BEGINNING AT 7:30 PM 
 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________ 

Susan Witkowski, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS PRESENTED 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2015 

 

 

_________________________________ 
      

                            Susan Witkowski, Municipal Clerk 
 


