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Regular Meeting 
March 10, 2015 

 
 

Minutes of a Council Meeting of the Borough of Hillsdale held at 7:33 PM on Wednesday, March 10, 
2015, in the Council Chamber, Borough of Hillsdale, New Jersey. 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Arnowitz, who also led the Salute to the Flag. 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING  STATEMENT: 
This is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 10

th
 day of March 2015. Notice of the time 

and place of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News, Pascack Press, The Record and 
Community Life; a copy was posted on the bulletin board outside of this meeting room and 
provided to any interested parties. 

 
Please notify the Municipal Clerk for any disability requirements necessary for attendance at Mayor 

and Council meetings. The fire exits are located through the double doors to your left. Please 

silence all cell phones and pagers. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
On a roll call those in attendance were Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council 
President Pizzella. Also in attendance were Mayor Arnowitz, Borough Attorney Madaio, and Borough 
Administrator/Borough Clerk Witkowski. Council Member Meyerson was absent. 

 

APPOINTMENTS/OATHS OF OFFICE:  

Ryan Ennis          Hillsdale Fire Cadet 
 
Motion to approve Ryan Ennis as Fire Cadet by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member 
DeRosa. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 
Absent: Council Member Meyerson 
Abstain: Council Member DeGise  
 
Sean Smith                 Historic Preservation Committee 
Mayor Arnowitz read the oath of office to Sean Smith.  
 

PROCLAMATIONS: 

National Poison Prevention Week 2015 (third week of March)                       Max Arnowitz, Mayor 
        

Proclamation 

 

WHEREAS, the Congress designated the third full week in March to be Poison Prevention Week in 
1961, and since then, this week has helped to raise awareness of the dangers of potentially 
poisonous medicines, household chemicals, and other substances; and  

 
WHEREAS, poison centers across the country will focus the public’s attention on identifying 
poisoning hazards at home, as well as learning ways to prevent poison emergencies; and  
 
WHEREAS, unintentional poisoning is the leading cause of unintentional injury death in New 
Jersey; and  
 
WHEREAS, approximately one-half of all reported poisoning exposures involve children under six 
years of age; and  
 
WHEREAS, the majority of poisoning deaths occur in adults age 20-59; and  
 
WHEREAS, every poisoning is preventable, from the youngest to the oldest, all people and even 
pets are at risk; and  
 
WHEREAS, poison experts urge parents and caregivers to keep single-load liquid laundry packets 
out of sight and reach of young children, because these products can cause serious harm if ingested; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, consumers must be aware that e-cigarette devices, hookah pipes, and liquid nicotine 
may contain very high doses of nicotine in enticing the colors, aromas, and flavors, inducing the 
likelihood that small children and pets will be drawn to them, which cause serious risk of poisoning; 
and  
WHEREAS, the New Jersey Poison Information and Education System, a division of the 
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Department of Preventive Medicine and Community Health/New Jersey Medical School at Rutgers, 
the State University of New Jersey, provides free expert medical advice, drug information, and 
poison prevention education to residents through the 800 number 800-222-1222 (Poison Help 
Hotline); and  
 
WHEREAS, all services are free, confidential, multi-lingual, and available 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, 365 days a year, even during bouts with Mother Nature; and  
 
WHEREAS, poison centers save time and money by managing most cases at home, not requiring a 
visit to the emergency room; and  
 
WHEREAS, New Jersey experts encourage all residents to program the Poison Helpline (800-222-
1222) into their home, office, and cell phones because a rapid response can make the difference in 
preventing serious injury and saving lives; and  
 
WHEREAS, NJPIES is involved with the State’s efforts in homeland defense, counterterrorism,  
emergency preparedness and response, and to bio-surveillance, and surveillance with clusters of 
poisoning and theirs sources, products, food, beverages, chemicals in the workplace and at home; 
environmental toxins, drug, medicine, and animal and insect bites and stings; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Poison Center is instrumental in managing exposure during major storms, like 
Superstorm Sandy; and  
 
WHEREAS, the use of poison centers save residents both time and money, because most cases are 
managed in the convenience of the caller’s home, requiring no hospital visit, I, Max Arnowitz, 
Mayor of the Borough of Hillsdale, do hereby proclaim the week of March 15-21, 2015 as National 
Poison Prevention Week in New Jersey, and encourage all citizens to pledge their commitment to 
ensuring the safety of themselves and their families and their community.  
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, Max Arnowitz, Mayor of the Borough of Hillsdale, have hereunto set 
my hand this 10

th
 day of March 2015.  

 
RECOGNITION:      

The George White School Girls’ Basketball Team – 14-0 season 

Coach Patrick Walden of the girls’ basketball team introduced the team members. Principal Donald 

Bergamini of the George White School was also in attendance, as well as the Athletic Director, Jennifer 

Maione. They are the Northern Bergen Middle School Athletic League regular season and tournament 

champions.  Each team member received a certificate for their achievement. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Work Session February 3, 2015; Regular Meeting February 10, 2015. 

 
Motion to approve by Council Member Looes, second by Council President Pizzella. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 
Absent: Council Member Meyerson 
 
Closed Session February 3, 2015, and February 10, 2015 
 
Motion to approve by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member DeRosa. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 
Absent: Council Member Meyerson 

 

PROFESSIONALS REPORTS/MONTHLY  DEPARTMENT  REPORTS: 
(The following correspondence on file in Borough Clerk’s Office) 
Borough Engineer – February 25, 2015 
Ambulance Corps –  
DPW –  
Fire Department – 
Health Department – February 2, 2015 
Hillsdale Library –  
 
Police Department – February 24, 2015 
Lieutenant Sean Smith noted that history was discussed earlier in this meeting, and a bit of history is 
being removed from Hillsdale. After consulting with the Hillsdale Board of Education and the Fire 
Department, the school closing fire siren will no longer be used between the hours of 6:00 AM-7:00 
AM, because there are many other ways of communicating that information that are now used.  
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Recreation/Stonybrook – Council Member DeRosa commented that there is a meeting scheduled for 
Thursday. Once they approve their budgets, the rates will be set, and the membership letters will be 
sent. 
 
Motion to receive and file by Council Member DeGise, second by Council Member Looes. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella  
Absent: Council Member Meyerson 
 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  
1. Update Sports Agreements 
Council Member DeRosa stated that there is no update at this time, because he is waiting for 
clarification on one point, and he will present the updated agreements to the Borough Council next 
month. 
 
2. Update Tandy/Allen Property – Open Space Institute 
Council President Pizzella commented that the Open Space Institute has reached a tentative agreement 
with the property owners of the Tandy/Allen property, and they are in the process of putting that in 
writing. Presentations were made to the Bergen County Open Space Committee regarding the property, 
and the Committee has asked the Borough that it will accept ownership of the property, provided that 
title is returned clean, and the environmental assessment comes back clean. Council President Pizzella 
said he needs a consensus from the Council that they still feel the same way they did a few months ago. 
If the Borough Council indicates that it is not interested, no money will be spent on in engineering, 
environmental, or title search, which totals approximately $15,000-$20,000. However, if the Council 
Members are still interested in the property, they will move forward with those expenditures, and draft a 
contract. Council President Pizzella believes it was voted in the past that the Borough would accept the 
property, but he understands that some Council Members either do not recall that vote, or disagreed with 
it. Therefore, he is prepared to ask for confirmation that the Borough will accept the property contingent 
upon favorable reports. If either of the reports comes back with negative results, the Borough can still 
withdraw. The Borough can also withdraw before any monies are transferred. The Committee is only 
asking for commitment that, provided those terms are met and a contract to sign, the Borough will take 
ownership of the property. 
 
Motion to confirm that the Borough take ownership of the Tandy/Allen property provided that OSI and 
the property owners confirm a written agreement, and conditioned upon a clean assessment of the 
environmental status of the property, as well as a clean title search by Council President Pizzella, second 
by Council Member Ruocco. 
 
Council Member Looes mentioned that one of her questions was if the Council agrees to do this, will the 
Borough be bound to it, regardless of the outcome, but that question was answered by Council President 
Pizzella. Council President Pizzella responded that the Council is committed to accepting the property, 
but until money is transferred, it is his understanding that the Borough can decide it is not interested in it 
anymore. Council Member DeGise noted that it puts a sour taste in the County’s mouth if the Borough 
should opt out, especially with this type of property. Council Member DeGise commented that he 
initially voted against this, because the a-nine acres involved will always be open space, and can never 
be developed, because it is wetlands. The most development that could occur would be to erect three 
houses at the front of the property. Mayor Arnowitz agreed that that is currently what is before the 
Planning Board. Council Member DeGise does not see any benefit in allotting $1 million of open space 
money to a property that will always amount to nine acres of open space. The County has already raised 
the question of what amount of the land will be saved versus the acreage that will be wetlands. Mayor 
Arnowitz stated that he thought Council Member Meyerson had been contacted by the County regarding 
that subject. Council Member Looes asked if anyone had found out what the open space could be used 
for. There were some questions raised at the previous discussion regarding whether open space can be 
considered a park or a field, or some other type of space, and she wondered if Council President Pizzella 
had addressed that when he met with the County. Council President Pizzella said it is his understanding 
that use of the space is dependent upon any deed restrictions that might be included in the contract. 
However, open space is considered to be any space that is for passive recreational use. Therefore, it 
could be used as a park, with walking trails, and it might be possible to put field in that space, although 
that would be difficult due to the wetness of the land. Council Member Looes said she was referring to 
the three acres at the front of the property, not the wetlands at the rear of the property. It seems to be 
understood by everyone that the rear part of the property is wetlands, and is not buildable land. Mayor 
Arnowitz explained that the Borough might have some options with the three acres at the front, but use 
of the nine acres at the rear will be determined by the Wetlands Act. The property includes wetlands, a 
wetlands buffer, and the front three acres. Council Member Looes pointed out that the wetlands and 
wetlands buffer are all wetlands, regardless of whether it is owned by the Borough or by someone else. 
Finally, Council Member Looes recalled that the development of the front three acres is a question that 
is before the Planning Board, and she asked if that means that the option is still there, which Council 
President Pizzella confirmed. He reiterated that use or development of the property is dependent on any 
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deed restrictions placed by the seller of the property when ownership is transferred. However, it is his 
understanding that the Bergen County Open Space regulations are a bit more flexible than what the 
environmental group is hoping to do with the property. That group wants the Borough to preserve the 
property in perpetuity as passive open space. The question about the Planning Board has to do with 
whether the nine acres is retained as open space, regardless of what is done with the front three acres 
and who owns the property. Council President Pizzella answered that the current property owners are 
pursuing two different options. While they are negotiating with OSI to keep the property is a preserved 
wetlands, they are also pursuing an application with the Planning Board, which he believes will be heard 
tomorrow. They have been very vocal about their preference in having the property preserved as open 
space. 
 
Council Member DeGise asked if it makes economic sense to remove three potential homes off the tax 
rolls and support the plan to keep the property as open space, rather than allowing those three lots to be 
developed and getting some benefits from the tax revenue. Council President Pizzella said he could 
understand the argument about not wanting to lose ratables, but he also believes that in that area of 
Hillsdale Avenue, there is a tremendous potential impact on traffic and other issues in that area. Council 
President Pizzella also believes that allowing the houses to be built will change the character and 
environment of the open space. He reminded everyone of what the Borough plans to do, and that an 
economic advisor was hired who will start assessing potential growth in the Borough. This dovetails 
with that approach in pursuing economic growth, because as that growth is studied, the Borough is also 
planning to preserve a unique property. In this particular situation, Council President Pizzella does not 
think it would be most effective to build houses in that particular spot. 
 
Council Member Looes asked if the economic advisor have been consulted about this property, because 
she thinks it would be a good idea to get his opinion on this matter. Council President Pizzella answered 
that he has not been asked about the property, because he has been focusing exclusively on the budget. 
Council Member DeRosa asked about the timing of the commitment involved, and something has to be 
done soon. Council President Pizzella answered that the County will be making their decision about the 
grant very soon, and it looks very favorable for the Borough. 
 
Council Member DeGise said after speaking with Robert Abbatomarco, a member Bergen County Open 
Space Institute, he does not think there is any time restriction to get this done this month. They are still 
at the committee level with this issue, so Council Member DeGise does not believe this has to be 
decided tonight. Council Member Looes asked if Mr. Benecke could be asked to give an opinion on the 
situation. Council President Pizzella responded that the Council Members could ask Mr. Benecke to do 
that, but it is his understanding that the OSI requires an answer sooner rather than later. Council 
President Pizzella said he was surprised about Council Member Meyerson, because he thought that 
Council Member Meyerson had recused himself from this matter, which Mayor Arnowitz confirmed. 
Council Member Looes said it was her understanding that Council Member Meyerson happened to be at 
an event which the person from the County also happened to be attending, and Council Member 
Meyerson was approached by the other person about it. Council Member Meyerson was asked what the 
configuration of the property is, what is developable, and what is not developable. He was also asked if 
it is this grant was not given to the Borough, what would be left of the property. Apparently, Council 
Member Meyerson explained that nine acres of the land is not developable because it is wetlands, and 
the other three acres could be divided into three buildable lots. 
 
Council President Pizzella said it is his understanding that the County would like to get a response from 
the Borough, according to the email he received. Mayor Arnowitz explained that Council President 
Pizzella made a motion, and the vote can be taken, or Council President Pizzella could withdraw his 
motion, in which case no action would be taken. A motion the matter could also be made to table this 
matter until the next meeting. 
 
Council Member Ruocco stated that, sitting in the audience last year when this was discussed, he 
thought that the previous Borough Council decided to support this. Mayor Arnowitz confirmed that they 
did, but apparently Council President Pizzella feels he needs another vote to confirm. Council Member 
Ruocco recalled that several representatives from the community spoke about the advantages of 
accepting the property, and Council Member Ruocco supported their cause. He thinks that if the three 
acres are developed, it will affect the viability of the remaining nine acres that are currently protected, 
and will remain undeveloped. He is attracted to the idea of having more open space in that part of 
Hillsdale, and Council Member Ruocco thought that the Council was prepared to move ahead with this. 
The economic aspect was discussed, including the fact that the Borough will lose the ability to develop 
those three acres, and the fact that in the grand scheme of things, it was not a large amount of money. It 
was decided that the benefits of having more open space and a preserved wildlife area was something in 
support of which the Council wanted to take a stand. Council President Pizzella agreed, and stated that 
his reason for asking for another confirmation was to put the matter to rest. He also pointed out that the 
property owners appeared before the Borough Council, and they expressed their desire to have the 
property preserved. If the current property owners do not wish the Borough to preserve the property, 
they will not enter into an agreement with OSI, and those plans will be abandoned. However, if they 
choose to have the property preserved, which is their preference, they will continue with putting that 
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agreement in writing and they will not pursue the application currently in front of the Planning Board. 
Council President Pizzella does not believe the Borough should stand in the way by denying them one 
of those options. He emphasized that the property protects the watershed, is predominantly wet, and 
there are other things the Borough could do in the wetlands with it. In addition, it would have an impact 
on the traffic along Hillsdale Avenue. In fact, Council President Pizzella thinks there might be some 
road modifications required if any development is done there. The bottom line is that the full impact of 
developing the property is not yet known. Mayor Arnowitz pointed out that any road improvement that 
would be considered necessary is something that would be decided by the Planning Board when the 
developer makes an application. As far as the impact on the neighbors is concerned, Mayor Arnowitz 
pointed out that presently, the Borough receives approximately $26,000 annually in tax revenue on the 
property. The potential tax revenue if the property is developed with three houses would be $18,000-
$20,000 per home. There was some discussion about the impact on local schools, and according to the 
former Superintendent, there would be little to no impact there. The fact that 6-7 students would 
potentially join Ann Blanche Smith School and eventually, George White School, is not something that 
would increase costs to the Borough. Therefore, the total financial impact is the $26,000 that is currently 
received by the Borough that property, versus approximately $80,000 in potential revenue based on 
what the Planning Board Approves. Council President Pizzella added that it is also dependent upon what 
the owners choose to do, once they know their options. For example, if the owners decide to keep the 
property preserved, the Borough would not see any increased tax revenue, because the owners would 
enter into an agreement with OSI, and the property would be preserved as is. Mayor Arnowitz pointed 
out that the property cannot be preserved unless the Borough Council approves it. Council President 
Pizzella agreed, but added that if the owners choose to enter into an agreement with OSI and not pursue 
any Planning Board application, or not pursue the Planning Board approvals, the Borough will not get 
any added revenue. Mayor Arnowitz agreed, but pointed out that the decision rests with the Borough 
Council as to whether the Borough will accept the property. The Borough will then be required to 
maintain the property. However, as pointed out by Council Member Ruocco, a vote was taken, and it 
was in favor of accepting the property. The point is that Council President Pizzella can ask for a vote at 
any time. This matter has been moved and seconded, and a vote needs to be taken, or the matter should 
be withdrawn or tabled. 
 
Council Member DeGise asked for an explanation about why the vote needs to be taken tonight. Council 
President Pizzella responded that he had explain this already, and that it was due to the fact that he was 
contacted by OSI asking for confirmation of the vote. Several months have passed, and OSI would like 
confirmation that the Borough is still willing to accept the property. Council Member DeGise stated that 
he is not concerned about what OSI wants, but he is more concerned about what the County wants and 
their deadlines, because after being involved with Open Space for a long time, it he thought it was very 
rare for the County to make a property vote urgent. Council President Pizzella noted that the County will 
be making their recommendation about who should receive these grants to the Board of Chosen 
Freeholders next week, and OSI, as the ones who will be spending the money to do the environmental 
assessment on the property, as well as the title search and other soft costs, are asking for confirmation 
that the Borough wants to accept title to the property. Mayor Arnowitz interjected that, as Council 
Member DeGise pointed out earlier, the County does not look favorably on any rejection of grants. 
Some years ago, the Borough voted against taking possession of a property through the Bergen County 
Open Space for the Public Library. Mayor Arnowitz wondered if it was because of that rejection that the 
OSI is now asking for re-confirmation from the Borough of its intentions. Council President Pizzella 
believes that might be part of it, but he also believes that the County is aware that the property owners 
are pursuing an application before the Planning Board. Moreover, the County understands that there 
might be Council Members and other people in the area who do not support the Borough accepting the 
property. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella  
Nays: Council Member DeGise 
Absent: Council Member Meyerson 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
1. Sample Ordinances 
This is a sample ordinance for snow removal around fire hydrants. Council Member Looes said it is her 
understanding that this went before the Fire Chief, as well as the Fire Official. They want to review 
some things and tweak them, so this will be brought up again next month. Mayor Arnowitz noted that if 
this passes, and residents are issued tickets, the same has to be done for Borough properties. This will be 
re-introduced when it is ready.  
 

CORRESPONDENCE: 
1. Letter of Resignation Dated February 23, 2015, from Durene Ayer, as of December 19, 2014 

 
Motion to receive, approve, and file by Council Member DeGise, second by Council Member Looes. 
Roll Call Vote: 
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Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella  
Absent: Council Member Meyerson 
 
2. Electronic Message Requesting Permission for Environmental Commission to Use Veterans Park 

for Annual Green Fair, Sunday, April 26, 2015, from 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
 
Motion to receive, approve, and file by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member DeRosa. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 
Absent: Council Member Meyerson 
 
3. Letter Dated March 6, 2015, from Pascack Bible Church Asking Permission to Conduct Service 

Project, Cleaning up Beechwood Park and the Adjoining Woods and Athletic Fields, Sunday, April 
26, 2015 

 
Motion to receive, approve, and file by Council Member Looes, second by Council President Pizzella. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 
Absent: Council Member Meyerson 
 
Mayor Arnowitz informed everyone that the DPW Superintendent informed Mayor Arnowitz of this, 
and the church is doing everything at their own expense. They will also be working on the band shell. 
Mayor Arnowitz stated that anyone who wishes to help them should please go to the park that day. 
 
4. Letter from Alyssa Correri Asking Permission to Hold a Delete Blood Cancer Drive, Saturday, 

April 18, 2015, in Conjunction with the Friends of the Pascack Brook Event in Veterans Park 
 
Motion to receive, approve, and file by Council Member DeGise, second by Council Member Looes. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 
Absent: Council Member Meyerson 
 
5. Letter from NJDEP regarding Green Acres Project Number 0227-12-013, Hillsdale Flood Prone 

Properties, Canceling the Project for Lack of Progress, $325,000 Matching Grant 
 
Motion to receive, approve, and file by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member DeRosa. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 
Absent: Council Member Meyerson 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Ann Cron, 187 Magnolia Avenue, asked if anyone had noted that Liberty Avenue between Trinity Place 

and Grove Street is starting to collapse. Mayor Arnowitz asked if there was a sewer collapse in that 

location in the past, which Ms. Cron confirmed. Ms. Cron noted that it had been patched, but there has 

been some road collapse approximately 30 feet east of where it was patched. Mayor Arnowitz asked Ms. 

Witkowski to notify Mr. Russell of the situation. He informed everyone that approximately 2 years ago, 

there was a pipe collapse in that area. Since the snow has melted, it has revealed that the area has 

collapsed quite deeply. 

 

Julie Askins, 87 Oak Trail Road, thanked the Borough Council for its continued support of the Tandy 

Woods project. She missed the initial presentation, but she appreciates the support. Ms. Askins has been 

walking through the woods for the past two weeks on her way to the bus, and it is a beautiful area. The 

birds have returned, and it is evident that spring is coming. 

 

Bill Drummond, 840 Hillsdale Avenue, also thanked the Borough Council for voting to support the 

Tandy Woods project. The reality is that, even if three houses are built at the front of the property, 

leading nine acres undeveloped, an open space will be lost. The land will not be open to the public, but 

will be privately owned if it is developed. That will have a significant impact on the wetlands, and water 

drainage to Mr. Drummond’s house will also be affected.  

 

Mikey Drummond, 840 Hillsdale Avenue, also thanked the Borough Council for their dedication and 

trying to preserve a small yet special area in Hillsdale. She agreed that there is a lot of work ahead, but it 

is valuable for the longevity of Hillsdale that the space should be preserved. Preserving the space adds to 

the uniqueness of the space, while adding more houses and/or traffic creates huge concerns. Ms. 

Drummond also pointed out that the wood also has a vernal pond, which has not been discussed, but is 

another unique part of the woods. 
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There were no further comments from the public at this time, so Mayor Arnowitz closed the public 

comment portion of the meeting. 

 

ORDINANCES: Adoption and Introduction 

15-08 (Adoption). 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 14-13, TO PROVIDE FOR AND DETERMINE 

THE RATE, AMOUNT, AND METHOD OF PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION TO PERSONS 

HOLDING CERTAIN OFFICE AND POSITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT IN THE BOROUGH OF 

HILLSDALE, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, in the County of Bergen, and 

State of New Jersey as follows: 

SECTION 1.  The rate of compensation of persons holding any of the hereafter named offices and 

positions of employment, which compensation shall be on an annual basis unless otherwise specified, is 

hereby fixed and determined to be as set opposite the title of each of the hereinafter named offices and 

positions of employment.  Whenever there shall be set forth a minimum and maximum rate of 

compensation the employee or officer shall be compensated at an annual rate within such range. 

SECTION 2.  Each employee set forth in this Section shall receive annual compensation as set forth below.       

        MINIMUM  MAXIMUM 

Part Time Court Clerk-Per Hour                  $15.00          $20.00 

Alternate Borough Prosecutor-per case              $100.00        $200.00 

SECTION 3.  If an employee performed a unique assignment of exceptional value to the Borough 

requiring significant time and effort in addition to his/her usual responsibilities, the Borough Council may 

grant a bonus not to exceed $5,000 to this employee. 

SECTION 4.  The compensation fixed and determined by this Ordinance for the persons holding the 

respective offices and positions of employment herein named, shall, except as otherwise provided by 

statute, ordinance or resolution, be in lieu of all other fees, costs and charges received and collected by 

such offices and employees shall remit such funds promptly  

to the Borough Treasurer. 

 

SECTION 5.  All ordinances and resolutions inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby 

repealed as to such inconsistencies. 

SECTION 6.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage (adoption), approval and 

publication of notice thereof as required by law, and the provisions of this Ordinance shall be retroactive to 

January 1, 2015. 

Motion to open public hearing on Ordinance 15-08 by Council Member Looes, second by Council 

Member DeGise. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member Meyerson 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

I will now open the meeting to the public. If anyone desires to be heard regarding Ordinance No. 15-08, 

please raise your hand to be recognized, come forward to the microphone, and state your name and 

address for the record. 

 

As there were no comments, I entertain a motion that the public hearing on Ordinance No. 15-08 be closed, 

and that it be resolved that this ordinance was posted on the bulletin board on which public notices are 

customarily posted and published in the Ridgewood News. Copies of said ordinance were made available 

to the general public. Now, therefore, be it resolved that this ordinance be adopted and the Clerk is 

authorized to advertise the same according to law. 

 

Motion to close public hearing on Ordinance 15-08 by Council Member Looes, second by Council 

Member DeRosa. 

Roll Call Vote: 
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Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member Meyerson 

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 15-08 by Council Member Looes, second by Council President Pizzella.  

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member Meyerson 

 

********** 

 

15-09 (Adoption) 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT ORDINANCE NO. 09-01, CHAPTER 138, 

“FEES,” AND CHAPTER 71, SWIMMING POOL COMMISSION 
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Motion to open public hearing on Ordinance 15-09 by Council Member DeRosa, second by Council 

Member Ruocco. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member Meyerson 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

I will now open the meeting to the public. If anyone desires to be heard regarding Ordinance No. 15-09, 

please raise your hand to be recognized, come forward to the microphone, and state your name and 

address for the record. 

 

As there were no comments, I entertain a motion that the public hearing on Ordinance No. 15-09 be 
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closed, and that it be resolved that this ordinance was posted on the bulletin board on which public 

notices are customarily posted and published in the Ridgewood News. Copies of said ordinance were 

made available to the general public. Now, therefore, be it resolved that this ordinance be adopted and 

the Clerk is authorized to advertise the same according to law. 

 

Motion to close public hearing on Ordinance 15-09 by Council Member Ruocco, second by Council 

Member Looes. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member Meyerson 

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 15-09 by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member DeRosa.  

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member Meyerson 

 

********** 

 

15-10 (Introduction) 

CALENDAR YEAR 2015 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET 

APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14) 

 

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A: 4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the preparation 

of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget up to 1.5% unless authorized 

by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, subject to certain 

exceptions; and, 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by ordinance, 

appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% percentage 

rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and,  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale in the County of Bergen finds it 

advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2015 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s final 

appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and, 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council hereby determines that a 2 % increase in the budget for said year, 

amounting to $ 186,703 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted by the Local 

Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and, 

WHEREAS the Mayor and Council hereby determines that any amount authorized hereinabove that is 

not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in 

either of the next two succeeding years. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale in the 

County of Bergen a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body affirmatively 

concurring, that, in the CY 2015 budget year, the final appropriations of the Borough of Hillsdale shall, 

in accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14, be increased by 3.5%, amounting to 

$326,730, and that the CY 2015 municipal budget for the Borough of Hillsdale be approved and adopted 

in accordance with this ordinance; and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part 

of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two 

succeeding years; and, 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed with the 

Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded 

vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption. 
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BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 15-10 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be 

further considered for final passage at a meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 

380 Hillsdale Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on April 14, 2015, and at said time and place all persons 

interested will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby 

authorized and directed to publish said Ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior 

to said hearing, with a notice of its introduction and of the time and place, when and where said 

Ordinance would be considered for final passage. 

 

Motion by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member Ruocco.  

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member Meyerson 

 

RESOLUTIONS/CONSENT AGENDA: R15066 through R15074: 

R15066 Authorize off-Premise Merchandise Raffle #715; American Legion Post 162, July 11, 2015 

 

 

WHEREAS, General Leonard E Wood - American Legion Post 162, 98 Legion Place, Hillsdale, NJ 

07642 has made proper application for the following Raffle License to be held, July 11, 2015; and 

 

WHEREAS, said application contains the number of designation furnished by the Legalized Games of 

Chance Control Commission; and 

 

WHEREAS, THE Police Department of the Borough of Hillsdale has reported to this Borough Council 

in writing that the statements contained in said application are in order, that the place wherein said 

Raffle(s) is to be held complies with the rules and regulations pertaining to the application. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that upon payment of the licensing fees, as provided by 

Statute, and upon filing with the Borough Clerk be and he is hereby authorized to issue a license for 

Raffles in accordance with said application: 

 

Raffle License No.      Type of License 

RL: 715       Off-Premise Merchandise Raffle 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Borough Council that the fees for the aforesaid license are hereby 

waived. 

 

R15067 Authorize the Execution of an Interlocal Agreement for the Establishment of the Public 

Safety Answering Point Telephone System by and between the Borough of Paramus in the 

Borough of Hillsdale 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Paramus and the Borough of Hillsdale seek to enter into an 

Interlocal Agreement wherein the Borough of Paramus will provide telephonic access to the 

"Public Safety Answering Point" (PSAP) service on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale, and; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:17C-1 et seq., all Municipalities of the State of New Jersey 

are required to provide telephonic access to an appropriate "PSAP" service, and; 

WHEREAS, regionalized providing of such services is a concept specifically endorsed by the 

aforementioned statutory scheme, and; 

WHEREAS, both of the parties to such an Agreement are authorized by law to enter into an 

agreement with one another to provide jointly for any lawful service to and for the residents of 

the respective municipalities pursuant to the provisions of the "Interlocal Services Act" N.J.S.A. 

40:8A-1 et seq., and; 

WHEREAS, the Borough Councils of the Borough of Paramus and the Borough of Hillsdale 

recognize that the implementation of an Interlocal Agreement to provide "PSAP' service, on a 

regionalized, cost-sharing, basis is still in the best interest of the taxpayers of the respective 

municipalities. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, hereby authorizes the execution of a "PSAP" Interlocal 

Services Agreement with the Borough of Paramus for a period of one year. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the cost of same shall be in the amount of $5,237.50 for 

calendar year 2014. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey, hereby authorizes the execution of the attached Agreement with the 

Borough of Paramus. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Agreement shall take effect upon the execution of the 

Agreement and adoption of Resolutions by both parties as provided by law. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of the Agreement be maintained on file and open to 

public inspection at the office of the Borough Clerk. 

 

R15068 Authorize Lien for Snow Removal from Sidewalk at B1107, Lot 9, 54 Riverside Drive 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council hereby approve the certification of cost submitted  

by the Department of Public Works in the amount of  $123.89 for snow removal on sidewalk 

for Block 1107  Lot 9, 54 Riverside Drive, Hillsdale, NJ.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to add the amount 

of $123.89 respectively to the 3rd quarter tax bill for 2015 for Block 1107  Lot 9. 

 

 

R15069 Refund Tax Payment, Block 1412/Lot 1, 284 Hillsdale Avenue, Porras, in the Amount of 

$3,187.55 

 

WHEREAS, Corelogic Real Estate Tax Service, CitiMortgage, Inc., 14700 Citicorp Dr., Dept. 1009, 

Hagerstown, MD 21742 and Gary M. Jeffas, Attorney. P.O. Box 1193, 828 First Street, 1
st
 Floor, 

Secaucus, NJ 07094 made duplicate payments on 284 Hillsdale Avenue. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale 

authorize the Tax Collector to refund to Corelogic the following taxes: 

 Block 1412 Lot 1 – Fernando & Laly Porras 284 Hillsdale Avenue - $3,187.55 

 

 

R15070 Approval of Municipal Alliance Grant, Fiscal Year 2016-removed from consent agenda 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse established the Municipal Alliance 

for the prevention of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse in 1989 to educate and engage residents, local 

government and law enforcement officials, schools, nonprofit organizations, the faith community, 

parents, youth and other allies in efforts to prevent alcoholism and drug abuse in communities throughout 

New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey 

recognizes that the abuse of alcohol and drugs is a serious problem in or society amongst persons of all 

ages; and therefore has an established Municipal Alliance Committee; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council further recognizes that it is incumbent upon not only public officials 

but upon the entire community to take action to prevent such abuses in our community; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough Council has applied for funding to the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and 

Drug Abuse through the County of Bergen; and 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey hereby recognizes the following: 

1. The Borough Council does hereby authorize submission of a strategic plan for the Hillsdale 

Municipal Alliance Grant for fiscal year 2016 in the amount of: 

    

DEDR  $9,876.00 

Cash Match $2,469.00 

      In-Kind       $7,404.00 

2. The Borough Council acknowledges the terms and conditions for administering the Municipal 

Alliance Grant, including the administrative compliance audit requirements. 

 

R15071 Authorize Execution of Agreement with BCUA for Certified Recycling Professional 

Assistance for Annual Tonnage Grant 

 

WHEREAS, it is required to submit a mandated Annual Recycling Tonnage Report as required by the 

New Jersey Recycling Enhancement Act (“REA”) P.L. 2008, Chapter 6; and 

WHEREAS, such report is to be submitted via email to the New Jersey Department of Environmental 

Protection (“NJDEP”) on or before April 30
th

 of each year; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is desirous of entering into a Service Agreement for retaining and 

providing CRP services of the Authority for signing of said Annual Recycling Tonnage Report; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough shall retain the services of the Authority for a CRP that will be responsible for 

signing and submitting of said report to the NJDEP on or before April 30, 2015;  

WHEREAS, the Borough designates the Superintendent of Public Works as the preparer of the report. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the term of this Service Agreement shall be for a term of 

one (1) year commencing March 1, 2015. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor is authorized to enter into such agreement with the  

Bergen County Utility Authority for such services. 

 

 

R15072 Authorize Purchases Exceeding the Bid Threshold Made Three State of New Jersey 

Contract Purchase-removed from consent agenda 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to the revised general 

ordinances, Section 13-1 and Section 13-3, of the Borough of Hillsdale that purchases exceeding the bid 

threshold may be made through State of New Jersey contract purchases for any good or service where an 

appropriation has been made; including but not limited to police cars, mason dump trucks, printing 

materials and services, office equipment and supplies, and other such purchases.   
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R15073 Reconfirming Resolution for the Purchase of 2015 Ford F450 Mason Dump Truck 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c), may 

by resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the State of New 

Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program and other approved Cooperative Purchasing Programs for any 

State or Cooperative Purchasing contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the Division of Purchase 

and Property in the Department of the Treasury and/or by the approve the Cooperative Purchasing 

Program; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing 

Program; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough  purchased a 2015 FORD F-450 Pickup Truck for the Public Works 

Department through the State Cooperative Purchasing Program in 2014 on contract #A835560; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Hillsdale ratifies the Purchase of a 2015 

FORD F-450 4WD from Beyer Ford, LLC, Morrsitown, New Jersey, $39,677.00 in accordance with the 

State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program, Contract # A835560. 

 

 

R15074 Award Contract for Year 2015 Landscape Chemical and Fertilization through SOCCP to 

TruGreen Limited Partnership, in the Amount of $5,631 (First Year) 

 

WHEREAS, there is a need for landscape chemical treatment and fertilization of Borough owned 

facilities; and 

WHEREAS, the Somerset Cooperative received sealed bids and proposals for such services, COOP 

Pricing Bid#2-SOCCP; and 

WHEREAS, THE Borough is a member of the SOCCP; and 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the borough enter into a two year contract, first of two years, 

2015, in an amount of $5,631.00, to TruGreen Limited Partnership, 117 Corporate Blvd., South 

Plainfield, NJ 07080, as per submitted proposal. 

 

 

R15078 Authorize Neglia Engineering to Submit Annual Storm Water Report for Year 2014, Not to 

Exceed $2,640 (Due May 2, 2015)-removed from consent agenda 

 

WHEREAS, the NJDEP Municipal Stormwater Management Program requires an annual report 

submitted by May 2, 2015; and 

NOW, BE IT REOSLVED, that Neglia Engineering Associates be authorized to submit application for 

an engineering fee not to exceed $2,640.00. 

 

 

 

R15079 Award Contract to First Environment to Perform NJDEP Air Pollution Control Permit at 

Centennial Field in the Amount Not to Exceed $13,500 

 

WHEREAS, there is a DEP requirement for the Hillsdale Landfill to perform air quality tests; and 

WHEREAS, quotes were solicited by Neglia Associates for NJDEP Air Pollution Control Permit; and 

WHEREAS, two (2) quotes were received in response to the solicitation, First Environment, Boonton, NJ. 

Base Bid ($5,000.00), five thousand and no cents; Alternate Bid ($8,000.00), eight thousand and no 

cents; and RTP Environmental Associates, Green Brook, N.J. Base Bid ($12,000.00) twelve thousand 

dollars and no cents; Alternate Bid ($15,000.00) fifteen thousand dollars and no cents; and 
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the recommendation to award the contract for NJDEP Air 

Pollution Control Permits to First Environment, 91 Fulton Street, Boonton, NJ 07005, Base Bid in the 

amount of $5,000.00 and if deemed necessary during the analysis, Alternate Bid $8,000.00. Per proposal 

submitted dated March 2, 2015. 

 

Council Member Ruocco asked to pull R15070, R15072, and R15078. 

 

Motion on everything except R15070, R15072, and R15078 by Council Member DeGise, second by 

Council Member Looes.  

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member Meyerson 

 

 

R15070 Approval of Municipal Alliance Grant, Fiscal Year 2016 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse established the Municipal Alliance 

for the prevention of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse in 1989 to educate and engage residents, local 

government and law enforcement officials, schools, nonprofit organizations, the faith community, 

parents, youth and other allies in efforts to prevent alcoholism and drug abuse in communities throughout 

New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey 

recognizes that the abuse of alcohol and drugs is a serious problem in or society amongst persons of all 

ages; and therefore has an established Municipal Alliance Committee; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council further recognizes that it is incumbent upon not only public officials 

but upon the entire community to take action to prevent such abuses in our community; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has applied for funding to the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and 

Drug Abuse through the County of Bergen; and 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey hereby recognizes the following: 

1. The Borough Council does hereby authorize submission of a strategic plan for the Hillsdale 

Municipal Alliance Grant for fiscal year 2016 in the amount of: 

              DEDR  $9,876.00 

Cash Match            $2,469.00 

               In-Kind             $7,404.00 

2. The Borough Council acknowledges the terms and conditions for administering the Municipal 

Alliance Grant, including the administrative compliance audit requirements. 

 

Motion on R15070 by Council Member DeGise, second by Council President Pizzella.  

 

Council Member Ruocco asked who prepares the strategic plan that is alluded to in the resolution. Ms. 

Witkowski explained that it comes from the County, and is prepared by them. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member Meyerson 
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R15072 Authorize Purchases Exceeding the Bid Threshold Made Three State of New Jersey 

Contract Purchase 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to the revised general 

ordinances, Section 13-1 and Section 13-3, of the Borough of Hillsdale that purchases exceeding the bid 

threshold may be made through State of New Jersey contract purchases for any good or service where an 

appropriation has been made; including but not limited to police cars, mason dump trucks, printing 

materials and services, office equipment and supplies, and other such purchases.   

Motion on R15072 by Council Member DeGise, second by Council Member Looes.  

 

Council Member Ruocco asked why this is necessary. Mr. Madaio explained that the Borough exceeds 

the bid threshold, which would normally require it to be sent out for public bidding. However, the 

Borough is allowed to purchase from the State contract, which the Borough intends to do. Council 

Member Ruocco asked what is being purchased. Mr. Madaio responded that this is a general 

authorization, and not intended for something specific. Ms. Witkowski added that this was something 

that was suggested by Mr. Benecke to cover any expenses made from this time forward. Council 

President Pizzella recalled that when he attended the budget class, this action was recommended to all 

municipalities as a safety measure. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member Meyerson 

 

R15078 Authorize Neglia Engineering to Submit Annual Storm Water Report for Year 2014, Not to 

Exceed $2,640 (Due May 2, 2015 

 

 

WHEREAS, the NJDEP Municipal Stormwater Management Program requires an annual report 

submitted by May 2, 2015; and 

NOW, BE IT REOSLVED, that Neglia Engineering Associates be authorized to submit application for 

an engineering fee not to exceed $2,640.00. 

Motion on R15078 by Council Member DeGise, second by Council Member Looes.  

 

Council Member Ruocco asked what this is, and why it is necessary. Mayor Arnowitz responded that it 

is an annual action, but he did not realize that the Borough paid extra for this. Ms. Witkowski stated that 

this was done last year. Council Member Ruocco asked what the purpose of the report is. Ms. 

Witkowski explained that it is a DEP annual report, and contains a lot of different information. The 

Borough gets credit for participating in different activities relating to storm water. Mr. Russell will work 

with Neglia Associates on this report, so that he will be able to do it himself in the future. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member Meyerson 

 

OFF CONSENT AGENDA: R15075 and R15076 

R1075 Bill List 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that the following bills in the 

sum of $3,695,758.35 as authorized by the Department Head and approved by a Council member liaison,  

be paid; and that the Mayor, Clerk and Chief Financial Officer be and they are hereby authorized and 

directed to issue warrants in payment of same. 
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Motion to approve by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member DeRosa. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeGise (all except Fire Department), DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and 

Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member Meyerson 

 

R15076 Authorize Raffle Wheels and Games Raffle License #714, Hillsdale Volunteer Fire 

Department, May 4-9, 2015 

 

 

WHEREAS, Hillsdale Volunteer Fire Department has made proper application for the following Raffle 

License to be held, May 4 - 9, 2015; and 

WHEREAS, said application contains the number of designation furnished by the Legalized Games of 

Chance Control Commission; and 

WHEREAS, THE Police Department of the Borough of Hillsdale has reported to this Borough Council 

in writing that the statements contained in said application are in order, that the place wherein said 

Raffle(s) is to be held complies with the rules and regulations pertaining to the application. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that upon payment of the licensing fees, as provided by 

Statute, and upon filing with the Borough Clerk be and he is hereby authorized to issue a license for 

Raffles in accordance with said application: 

Raffle License No.      Type of License 

RL: 714       Wheels & Games 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Borough Council that the fees for the aforesaid license are hereby 

waived. 

Motion to approve by Council Member Looes, second by Council President Pizzella. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member Meyerson 

Abstain: Council Member DeGise 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTARIES: 

Council Member Ruocco mentioned that the Finance Committee completed all of its meetings with the 

various departments. They are now in the process of assessing the capital budget priorities, particularly 

the DPW budget, which has included several new and used pieces of equipment in their capital budget. A 

road maintenance program has also been proposed, but they do not yet have a final figure for that. They 

will work with Ms. Witkowski, Mr. Benecke, the DPW, and Mr. Polyniak to try to come up with a figure. 

All of this information is shared with Mr. Benecke. Last week, the Finance Committee reviewed with Mr. 

Benecke a baseline budget taken from his extrapolation from the 2014 proposed budget and the actual 

budget. Those were reconciled with the current departmental requests. There were still some issues, 

which have now been addressed, mainly concerning the Centennial Field landfill closure compliance 

efforts, which is been estimated at approximately $175,000. A meeting with Mr. Benecke has been 

scheduled for March 16, 2015, to review the budget again. The expectation is that it is likely that 

significant cuts to the budget will have to be made in order to avoid tax increases. The proposed budget 

schedule for the Council will be March 23
rd

 will be is the preliminary review and the presentation; it is a 

special meeting that will be open to the public. Mayor Arnowitz noted that the meeting will have to be 

advertised if this is the firm date Council member Ruocco stated that these are the dates the Finance 

Committee cleared with Bob Benecke. The Mayor then asked if anyone had a problem with that date. 

Councilmember Looes said that is a Fire Department meeting as the fourth Monday, she understands and 

asked why Tuesday was not good.  Councilmember Ruocco said he did not believe Tuesday was 

available for Mr. Benecke.  Ms. Witkowski said the Mr. Benecke suggested on a Monday so that if 

anyone further questioned or discussion to be ironed out. Council President Pizzella said he wanted to 

make himself available for the week if anyone from council had a question specifically for him.  

Councilmember Ruocco continued that April 14
th

 would be the introduction of the budget and with that 

starts the 28 day period, by law, for the reading period for the public and May 12
th

 would hopefully be 

the public hearing and adoption of the budget.  This concludes his report on Finance Committee. 

  

Council Member Ruocco congratulated the girls’ basketball team, as well as the new Fire Department 
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Cadet, Ryan Ennis. The next senior luncheon will be on Wednesday, March 18
th

, at 11:30 AM at St. John 

the Baptist Church. The senior citizens day at Pascack Valley High School is scheduled for Tuesday, 

April 16
th

, from 8:30 AM-2:30 PM. Seniors who enroll attend classes, enjoy a band performance, and 

have breakfast and lunch with students. Anyone who is interested can contact Ms. Tomaselli at 201-358-

7060X24003. The Boy Scouts Troop 108 are holding a pancake breakfast on Saturday, March 21
st
, from 

8:00 AM-12:00 PM. Finally, a free hearing clinic will be held on Wednesday, April 15
th

, from 10:00 

AM-12:45 PM at Borough Hall. Appointments are required, and anyone interested can call 201-666-

4800X1552. 

 

Council President Pizzella was asked by the Public Library to report on their annual Makers’ Day on 

Saturday, March 21
st
,, and information is available through the Hillsdale Public Library website. The 

Board of Education informed Council President Pizzella that that the teachers’ union and the Board of 

Education have agreed on a contract. They are awaiting final approval. Council President Pizzella also 

congratulated Sal Sileo and Shane Svorac, the new members of the Board of Education. Council 

President Pizzella also congratulated the George White girls’ basketball team for its accomplishment. As 

someone who has never served on the Finance Committee, Council President Pizzella thanked Council 

Members Ruocco and Meyerson, who are doing a great job. Council President Pizzella has learned a lot 

as a first-time member of the committee. They are trying their best to get a solid budget for the Hillsdale 

and to approach re-investment in the town in a practical and circumspect way. 

 

Council Member DeGise wished everyone a happy St. Patrick’s Day. He also congratulated the George 

White girls’ basketball team, and Sean Smith for being added to the Historic Preservation Committee.  

 

Council Member DeRosa also welcomed Sean Smith to the Historic Preservation Committee. He 

congratulated Coach Walden in the George White girls’ basketball team, and Ryan Ennis. Councilman 

DeRosa attended the Pascack Valley Regional Board of Education meeting last night. The construction 

on the tennis courts at Pascack Valley is now on hold due to the weather, but as soon as they are able, the 

County will continue the work. It is hopeful that the new courts will open when the new tennis season is 

halfway finished. They are going to study what should be done with the old tennis courts to improve the 

egress and entrance, which will probably not occur until after school is out in June. Regarding the 

PARCC testing, approximately 50% of the families at Pascack Hills opted out of the testing, and 27% of 

the families at Pascack Valley opted out. That seems to mirror some of the other school districts in this 

area, and State comment on that is eagerly awaited. The Borough Attorney sent Council Member 

DeRosa information about social media best practices, most of which was from the Borough of Wyckoff. 

There are two recommended ways of handling Facebook pages, and Council Member DeRosa is 

currently reviewing those recommendations. There was a meeting of the Ambulance Corps on January 

1
st
, and it is worth mentioning that the Borough contributes a very small amount to the Ambulance Corps. 

They do all of their own fundraising, and they are in desperate need of a new ambulance. They will be 

starting their fundraising very soon, and Council Member DeRosa encouraged everyone to donate. The 

DPW will be working on potholes throughout, as they were out today to take care of some of them. 

Council Member DeRosa also attended his first Fire Officers meeting, which increased his appreciation 

for the work that the officers and firefighters do. Regarding the Recreation Commission, the Borough 

Attorney gave Council Member DeRosa additional information on bylaws from other municipalities, 

which he will present to the Recreation Commission next week. 

 

Council Member Looes congratulated everyone, including Lieutenant Smith, Ryan Ennis, and the 

George White girls’ basketball team. This morning, Council Member Looes, with Ms. Witkowski and 

Mayor Arnowitz, as well as Mr. Russell, attended a safety meeting with the JIF. Hillsdale received the 

gold award (the highest award) for safety. Council Member Looes is very proud of the Safety Committee, 

and the fact that they were recognized. Out of 34 municipalities, only six received the gold award. 

 

Ms. Witkowski reiterated congratulations to everyone mentioned before. She said it was quite an honor 

to sit at the JIF breakfast and received the award for Hillsdale. It is very nice to recognize all the hard 

work by the Safety Committee. She also mentioned that in closed session, there will be discussion about 

appointing a QPA. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz asked about what happened regarding recognition for the high school football team. Ms. 

Witkowski stated that she has been going back and forth with representatives from River Vale, and has 

not received any answers. Council member Looes, whose son is on the football team, stated that they 

were recognized by the Board of Education in February, and that the Hillsdale Borough Council could 

recognize them in April. Ms. Witkowski said she would try again to schedule their appearance at a 

meeting. Mayor Arnowitz pointed out that it is not necessary to do it with River Vale, if it is not possible. 

Mayor Arnowitz thanked everyone for putting up with the snow. He acknowledged that a municipality 

with such a small DPW has a hard time getting the snow cleared to everyone’s satisfaction, but Mayor 
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Arnowitz thinks that they did a very good job. It is always necessary to balance how much salt is put out, 

because it finds its way into the water supply. Furthermore, the water supply will be diluted with water 

from areas outside of Hillsdale, due to the salt content. Moreover, as Mr. Russell pointed out, the salt 

supply is very limited. Mayor Arnowitz also wanted to make sure that plans are progressing for the 

annual Memorial Day parade, which Ms. Witkowski confirmed. Mayor Arnowitz wants a letter sent to 

all the members of the Historic Preservation Committee to set up a meeting to move forward and let the 

Borough no whatever help is needed. Mayor Arnowitz also thanked all of the employees who work 

toward getting the $2,000 grant that was received. 

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION: @8:56 PM 

R15077 To provide for a meeting not open to the public in accordance with the provisions of the New 

Jersey Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 – Personnel; Board of Health; Building Department; 

DPW; Police Department; personnel handbook; QPA; Matters a potential litigation. 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale is subject to certain requirements of the 

Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq; and 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 provides that an Executive Session not open 

to the public may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale to discuss in a session not 

open to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b) and 

designated below: 

__ (1) Matters required by law to be confidential. 

__ (2) Matters where the release of information would impair the right to receive funds. 

__ (3) Matters involving individual privacy. 

X  (4) Matters relating to collective bargaining agreements-dpw/upseu/crossing guards 

__ (5) Matters relating to the purchase, lease or acquisition of real property or the investment of public 

           funds. 

__ (6) Matters relating to public safety and property. 

X   (7) Matters relating to litigation, negotiations and the attorney-client privilege-personnel cfo/board of      

health/building/dpw/police grievance update/handbook update 

__ (8) Matters relating to the employment relationship 

__ (9) Matters relating to the potential imposition of a penalty. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale assembled in public 

session this date that an Executive Session closed to the public be and the same is hereby authorized for 

discussion of matters relating to the specified items designated above.  It is anticipated that the 

deliberations conducted in closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the 

Borough Council that the public interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality. 

 

Motion to adjourn to closed session made by Council Member Ruocco, second by Council Member Looes. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member Meyerson 

 

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING: @10:52 PM 

Motion to reconvene regular session was made by Council Member DeGise, Second by Council President 

Pizzella. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member Meyerson  

 

Borough  Attorney Madaio said  let  the  record  reflect  all  members   of  the  governing   body  were 
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present  for commencement  of the executive session and are present for the recommencement  of the 

open session, as well as the Borough Clerk/Borough Administrator and the Borough Attorney.  

 

There was a discussion about the hiring/appointment of a QPA for approximately a one-year term for 

$2,000 annually. A Qualified Purchasing Agent gives the Borough distinct advantages in the public 

bidding and purchasing process. It is very common for municipalities to have one on staff, or to hire one, 

or as part of an interlocal agreement. The fee is also a fair amount. 

 

Motion to hire a QPA by Council President Pizzella, second by Council Member Ruocco. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member Meyerson 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  @10:55 PM 

Motion to adjourn was made by Council Member DeGise, second by Council Member Looes. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, DeRosa, Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member Meyerson 

 

 
 
 
 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE 

TUESDAY, APRIL 7, 2015 ~ BEGINNING AT 7:30 PM 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Susan Witkowski, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS PRESENTED 

APRIL 14, 2015 

 

_________________________________ 

Susan Witkowski, Municipal Clerk 
 

 


