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Regular Meeting 
February 10, 2015 

 
 

Minutes of a Council Meeting of the Borough of Hillsdale held at 7:37 PM on Wednesday, February 10, 
2015, in the Council Chamber, Borough of Hillsdale, New Jersey. 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Arnowitz, who also led the Salute to the Flag. 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING  STATEMENT: 
This is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 10

th
 day of February 2015. Notice of the time and 

place of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News, Pascack Press, The Record and 
Community Life; a copy was posted on the bulletin board outside of this meeting room and provided 
to any interested parties. 

 
Please notify the Municipal Clerk for any disability requirements necessary for attendance at Mayor 

and Council meetings. The fire exits are located through the double doors to your left. Please silence 

all cell phones and pagers. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
On a roll call those in attendance were Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council 
President Pizzella. Also in attendance were Mayor Arnowitz, Borough Attorney Madaio, and Borough 
Administrator/Borough Clerk Witkowski. Council Member DeGise was absent. 

 

APPOINTMENTS/OATHS OF OFFICE: None 

 
PROCLAMATIONS: None 

  
RECOGNITION: None     

 

PRESENTATIONS: None     

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
January 4, 2015, Sine Die; January 4, 2015, Reorganization; and January 20, 2015, Regular Meeting.  

 
Motion to approve January 4 Reorganization by Council Member Looes, second by Council President 
Pizzella. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 
Absent: Council Member DeGise 
 
Motion to approve January 4 Sine Die by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member 
Meyerson. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Looes, Meyerson, and Council President Pizzella 
Abstain: Council Members DeRosa and Ruocco 
Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

Motion to approve January 20 Regular Meeting by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member 

Ruocco. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members Looes, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Abstain: Council Members DeRosa and Meyerson 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

PROFESSIONALS REPORTS/MONTHLY  DEPARTMENT  REPORTS: 
(The following correspondence on file in Borough Clerk’s Office) 
Borough Engineer –  
Ambulance Corps – Captain John Beatty gave a synopsis of 2014. He preceded it by giving an overview 
of the two years prior to that time. In 2012, there were 1,050 requests for an ambulance, handled by the 
Hillsdale Police Department. Mutual aid was received from other towns 361 of those calls. Hillsdale 
handled 689 calls on its own that year, giving them a 65% handle rate. That encompasses approximately 
1,500 man-hours. 2013, there were 1,077 requests for ambulances, and mutual aid was received in 237 
of those cases. Hillsdale also gave mutual aid assistance on 371 calls. The Ambulance Corps handle 840 
of the calls on its own that year, for a 78% handle rate, an increase of 15% over the previous year. In 
2014, 1,141 ambulance calls were received, an increase of more than 100 from the previous year. 
Hillsdale provided mutual aid 477 times in 2014, and received mutual aid on 190 calls. Mutual aid has 
been cut over the past two years by 160, and mutual aid assistance given has increased by 160. The 
Hillsdale Ambulance Corps handled 951 calls on its own, covering 83% of the active call volume. That 
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totals 2,390 man-hours, an increase of more than 900/2012. The Ambulance Corps is still an all-
volunteer organization, with an average response time from the time pagers are activated to the time 
personnel show up at houses of 9.5 minutes. The national average is 10 minutes. Of those 1,141 calls, 
385 of those were medical emergencies; 215 were trauma calls; 85 of them were motor vehicle 
accidents; 147 people refused medical assistance; 65 psychiatric calls; 47 ETOH calls; 103 
transportation requests; 20 fire standby calls; 7 defibrillation calls; and 6 DOAs. In addition, 61 calls 
were canceled, usually when mutual aid was requested. They interacted with ALS total of 412 out of the 
1,141 calls. Emerson was given mutual aid 8 times; Old Tappan – 9 times; River Vale – 78 times; 
Triboro towns – 45 times; Washington Township – 153 times; and Westwood – 181 times. The 
members of the Ambulance Corps handled three calls over the past three months that were outside of 
the mutual aid agreement, giving assistance twice in Paramus, and once in Ridgewood. Mutual aid was 
received once from Emerson; none from Old Tappan; from River Vale – 44 times; from Triboro – 3 
times; Washington Township – 75 times; and Westwood – 42 times. Throughout the year, the 
ambulance, unfortunately, was often in the shop. A total of 10,000 miles was traveled in the past year. 
In the end of the year, several members of the Corps were lost due to resignations or going away to 
school, and various other reasons. They have also gained 4-5 new applicants in that same time. It is 
hoped that the membership will remain steady, or increase and encouraged anyone who might be 
interested in joining the Ambulance Corps to get in touch with them; the training is free. 
 
Mayor Arnowitz asked Captain Beatty to give a copy of his report to Ms. Witkowski for inclusion in the 
record. He also congratulated the Ambulance Corps, which is a phenomenal asset to the community. 
Mayor Arnowitz emphasize the comment made by Captain Beatty at the end of his report regarding the 
ambulance, which is on its last legs. The Ambulance Corps is hoping to replace it. They are not funded 
by the Borough, but through donations. Mayor Arnowitz asked everyone to help the Ambulance Corps 
with anything at all to help them get a new ambulance. Captain Beatty pointed out that it saves the 
community a lot of money having an all-volunteer squad. The Hillsdale Ambulance Corps cannot 
control response by paramedics, because they are vehicles sent out separately by the hospitals in the 
area. If paramedics show up at a residence, a bill will be sent. However, the Hillsdale Ambulance Corps 
never sends a bill. If a paid ambulance service comes in response to a call, insurance companies are 
billed an average of $700 for that ambulance. The paramedics’ services are billed at an additional 
$2,000-$3,000. That is especially good news for those without insurance. Mayor Arnowitz emphasized 
that the Hillsdale Ambulance Corps is not supported at all through tax dollars. They are given a small 
donation from the Borough, but the bulk of their funding comes from donations. Captain Beatty 
estimated that a new ambulance will cost approximately $200,000. 
 
Construction Department – 
 
DPW – Mayor Arnowitz thanked Council Member Meyerson and Council Member Looes for their 
efforts with County Executive Tedesco and Freeholder Tracy Zur, through which Hillsdale was able to 
get a loan of a Ford F750 truck for snowplowing. He will thank the County Executive in person 
tomorrow night. Mayor Arnowitz stated that this is a community effort, and it is good for Hillsdale. 
However, he pointed out that this does not negate the need to replace the current equipment, but is a 
stopgap measure. Hillsdale still needs two salters, which have reached the end of their useful life. 
 
Fire Department – Council Member Looes reminded everyone that a fire hydrant detail went out earlier 
this week to ensure that all the fire hydrants are cleared of snow, and asked that everyone be sure to 
clear around the fire hydrants near their houses. 
 
Health Department –  
Hillsdale Library –  
Police Department – Lieutenant Sean Smith said he had no report tonight, but he commended Captain 
John Beatty and his crew, saying that the Police Department works hand-in-hand with the Ambulance 
Corps. In fact, Lieutenant Smith believes they are an extension of the Police Department. He asked 
everyone to please donate to the Hillsdale Ambulance Corps with whatever they can give.  
Recreation/Stonybrook –  
 

OLD BUSINESS:  
1. Status of Sports Agreements 
Council Member DeRosa stated that progress is being made. The Recreation Commission reviewed the 
document last week, and made their comments, which Council Member DeRosa forwarded to the Borough 
Attorney. The Borough Attorney will submit a revised agreement to Council Member DeRosa, and the next 
step will be to send it to the sports associations. The representatives of the sports associations will be asked 
to meet with the Recreation Commission in March to go over the agreements line by line. Council Member 
DeRosa hoped that all of this can be accomplished within two months. 
 
Council Member Meyerson noted that at the last meeting, it was mentioned that the Baseball Association 
has been running some form of a tournament in the spring, with many teams from other towns attending. 
Council Member Meyerson assumes that entrance fees will be collected, and he wondered if that money 
belongs to the Borough, or to the Hillsdale Baseball/Softball Association, or if there is some provision in the 
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agreements to divide those monies, and how they will be dealt with in the future. Council Member DeRosa 
responded that currently, it is not included in the sports agreements. There is a clause dealing with 
fundraising efforts by the sports associations, but he believes there has been some discussion about the 
Baseball Association giving some portion of the monies collected to a trust fund to be used for the fields, 
although has been nothing formally articulated. Council Member Meyerson recalled that in the past, the 
Baseball Association essentially rented out the fields during the summer to other teams, and the monies 
collected are deposited into the trust fund. Council Member Meyerson wonders if this is the same type of 
situation, and if division of the monies should be formalized in the agreements. 
 
Mayor noted that in the past, the Football Association has sponsored various events, such as the Super Bowl, 
and the monies collected were used to pay for the events. Any leftover funds were regarded by the town in 
the same light as funds raised as a result of a fundraiser, and that is how equipment was purchased in many 
cases. Council Member Meyerson stated that he would like to know if this is being considered as in-house 
fundraising, and Mayor Arnowitz stated that it has never been addressed, and he does not believe it needs to 
be, although he would leave it up to Council Member DeRosa and the Recreation Commission to decide 
whether to address it. Council Member DeRosa believes the potential revenue gain is fairly substantial, and 
he thinks the Commissioners should discuss it. Mayor Arnowitz commented that it was addressed years ago, 
and just as with the annual carnival for the Fire Department, and the Ambulance Corps fundraiser with 
letters, this is another fundraising effort by another community organization. 
 
Council President Pizzella noted that when he did the first draft of the sports agreements, he included a 
clause that asked if the sports associations would sponsor a fundraiser for the Borough, which was later 
removed. He asked if the Council Members would have an opportunity to look at those agreements one 
more time. Council Member DeRosa answered that it is his understanding that the recreation groups will 
review the agreements and approve them, and then they will come to the Mayor and Council for approval. 
Council President Pizzella pointed out that for this specific tournament, he was under the impression that it 
was strictly a HBSA-funded project, and he assumed that they would share some of the revenue with the 
town. 
 
Mayor Arnowitz mentioned that Council Member DeRosa had sent him an email about lights, and he does 
not believe that the Borough Council needs to approve the installation of temporary lights for the 
tournament. Council Member DeRosa stated that he just wanted to mention it as a point of information for 
the Ambulance Corps, Police Department, and Fire Department, that an event would be held with temporary 
lighting, and fuel would be used. Mayor Arnowitz noted that the Police Department, in particular, would 
have to be notified for traffic control. Council Member DeRosa said he would send a letter of information to 
the various departments. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Mayor Arnowitz stated that over the weekend, he received a call from the Mayor of Woodcliff Lake. Based 
on an article that appeared in the Pascack Press, the Mayor of Woodcliff Lake wanted to discuss again the 
feasibility of will doing something with the Hillsdale DPW. Mayor Arnowitz emphasized that this does not 
mean the two DPWs would be merging, but he asked the Council Members, and particularly the liaison to 
the DPW, Council Member DeRosa, and the liaison for shared services, Council Member Meyerson, to set 
up a meeting to discuss the issue and see where it leads. Mayor Arnowitz stressed that he does not want 
anyone to assume anything, because there is no issue about this at this time. It is hoped that something 
might come of it. Mayor Arnowitz referred to a comment made by Council Member Ruocco last week 
regarding the sharing of equipment. He pointed out that the equipment needed by Hillsdale is the same 
equipment used by Woodcliff Lake at the same time. 
 
Council Member Ruocco informed the Mayor and Council that he received two emails from the Black Bear 
Alliance, a group that is hoping to educate the public about bears, and to reduce bear hunts and raise 
awareness. Council Member Ruocco forwarded one of the emails to the Public Library because it dealt with 
hosting an educational seminar on the subject, and David Franz is now working on that with them. The 
second email is about a particular piece of legislation that the group wants the municipalities to endorse, 
which is Bill S687, entitled Bear Smart, and is sponsored by State Senator Raymond Lesniak. Council 
Member Ruocco gave information to the Meredith Kates of the Environmental Commission. He was 
sharing this is a point of information with the other Council Members and Mayor Arnowitz. Mayor 
Arnowitz stated that the only problem he had with the bill is that residents of Morris County were required 
to purchase new garbage cans and put enclosures around their garbage cans, while Hillsdale has not been 
forced to take such action. In fact, Mayor Arnowitz could only recall two instances of bear sightings in 
Hillsdale, along the Garden State Parkway. Mayor Arnowitz does not want to cause havoc among the 
residents if it is not a problem. If and when the Police Department determines that there is a problem, action 
can be taken. Legislation refers to garbage conditions, and garbage-proofing properties. Mayor Arnowitz 
said he would ask Mr. Madaio to read any legislation before any action is taken by the Council. Council 
Member Ruocco said he is not necessarily requesting that the Council endorse the legislation, because he 
has no opinion on the matter at this time, but merely passed it along for the information. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE: 
1. Letter Dated September 9, 2014, from Bo Petkovich Requesting Approval for 2015 Pascack Valley 
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Triathlon to Be Held August 22, 2015 
 

Motion to receive, approve, and file by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member DeRosa. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 
Absent: Council Member DeGise  
 
This was discussed at the previous Council meeting. Mayor Arnowitz wanted to ensure that the Police 
Department is aware of the change of date. 
 
2. Letter Dated January 20, 2015, from Pascack Art Association, Inc., Requesting Approval for Fourth 

Annual Art in the Park at Hillsdale Veterans’ Park, June 7, 2015 
 
Motion to receive, approve, and file by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member Ruocco. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 
Absent: Council Member DeGise 
 
Mayor Arnowitz asked to make sure that they receive a letter from the DPW about garbage and cleanup. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Linda Parisi, 24 Hunters Court, stated that she thought there has been a big improvement in leaf pickup and 

snow removal over the past year, and she came to the January 20 meeting not realizing that they were having 

issues with their truck. Ms. Parisi commended the DPW, because she believes that they have better 

equipment, their service would be even better. Mayor Arnowitz thanked Ms. Parisi for her comments, and 

said that the equipment issue will be addressed for 2015-2016. 

 

Abby Lundy, 73 Colonial Boulevard, said that she could address any questions the Council Members might 

have about the tournament, and give them a brief synopsis of exactly what the HBSA will be doing. They 

had to assemble a team of 13 volunteers and were interviewed by a board while competing against four other 

towns before being selected to host the tournament. They will be organizing 132 teams from 16-18 towns, 

and they do not all play in Hillsdale. Most of them play in their own towns throughout the summer. During 

the last two weeks of July, playoff and championship games will be held in Hillsdale, so only two towns in 

each level will be playing in Hillsdale. This requires a huge effort, because scheduling must include all of the 

rain outs and make up games. It is hoped that, with the cooperation of the Recreation Commission, all of the 

snack sheds can be open. If the recreation commission cooperates, the Baseball/Softball Association will put 

some of the monies raised into the trust fund. This will be a huge benefit to Hillsdale. Mayor Arnowitz asked 

Ms. Lundy to make sure that the dates and other information are on the Borough website. Ms. Lundy 

answered that information is also being submitted to local newspapers, and they are hoping to work with 

some of the restaurants downtown to drum up business. 

 

Martin Ward, 47 East Liberty Avenue, spoke in support of Mr. Russell and the DPW, saying that Mr. 

Russell is a good man and is doing the right job. He pointed out that the DPW has lost a lot of people 

recently, and many of its personnel are still learning on the job. Mr. Ward believes they are doing a great job 

even with what they are facing. 

 

There were no further comments from the public at this time, so Mayor Arnowitz closed the public comment 

portion of the meeting. 

 

ORDINANCES: Adoption and Introduction 

15-02 (Adoption). 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, TO AMEND CHAPTER 138 OF THE BOROUGH CODE ENTITLED “FEES” 

PERTAINING TO LAND USE 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has adopted §138-27, an ordinance to establish fees in the Borough; 

and 

WHEREAS, §138-27 Chapter 310 pertains to Land Use Fees; and  

 

WHEREAS, §138-9 Chapter 124 pertains to Uniform Construction Codes; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough desires to amend §138-27 Chapter 310 regarding fees pertaining to Land Use and   

§138-9 Chapter 124 regarding fees pertaining to Construction Code. 
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NOW BE IT ORDAINED, BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE AS   

FOLLOWS: 

 

The following fees shall be removed from §138-27 Chapter 310, Land Use: 

Type of Use Fee 

Photocopying of minutes: 

First 10 pages 

11
th

 to 20
th

 pages, per page 

21
st
 page and over, per page 

 

$0.75 

$0.50 

$0.25 

 

The following fees shall be added to §138-27 Chapter 310, Land Use: 

Type of Use Fee 

Appeal to Zoning Officer pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-

70b  

  Deposit for costs  

 

 

$600.00 

 

Zoning permit application: 

  New Structure – initial 

  New Structure – (each) re-submission 

  Addition/Alteration – initial 

  Addition/Alteration –(each) re-submission 

  Decks, patios, retaining walls, walkways, driveways, 

      porticos, pergolas, A/C units, generators, all  

      fences, all sheds, hot tubs, stanchions – initial 

      review 

     All listed above - resubmission 

  Trees removal/replacement review 

  Signs – temporary or permanent – initial 

  Signs - temporary or permanent –(each) re-submission 

  Pools – above ground 

  Pools – In-ground – initial 

  Pools – In-ground – (each) re-submission 

  New Business CO Zoning review 

 

  General Zoning review – not listed above – initial 

  General Zoning review – re-submission 

  Miscellaneous certifications, each request for written 

      clarification of any sort 

 

 

$150.00 

$100.00 

$150.00 

$100.00 

$75.00 

 

 

 

$50.00 

$75.00 

$75.00 

$50.00 

$75.00 

$100.00 

$75.00 

$80.00 

 

$75.00 

$50.00 

$100.00 

  

The following fees shall be removed from §138-9 Chapter 124 Construction Codes - Uniform: 

Type of Use Fee 

Zoning permit application review for 

addition/alterations and new structures 

of any use group. 

$75.00 per initial review 

$50.00 per resubmission 

review  

 

The remainder of §138-27 Chapter 310 and §138-9 Chapter 124 shall remain unchanged. 

 

All Ordinances of parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies 

only. 

In the event that any word, phrase, clause, section or provision of this Ordinance is found by any Court of 

competent jurisdiction to be unenforceable, illegal or unconstitutional, such word, phrase, clause or provision 

shall be severable from the balance of this Ordinance and the remainder of this Ordinance shall remain in full 

force and effect. 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication as provided by Law. 
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Motion to open public hearing on Ordinance 15-02 by Council Member Meyerson, second by Council 

Member Looes. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

I will now open the meeting to the public. If anyone desires to be heard regarding Ordinance No. 15-02, 

please raise your hand to be recognized, come forward to the microphone, and state your name and address 

for the record. 

 

As there were no comments, I entertain a motion that the public hearing on Ordinance No. 15-02 be closed, 

and that it be resolved that this ordinance was posted on the bulletin board on which public notices are 

customarily posted and published in the Ridgewood News. Copies of said ordinance were made available to 

the general public. Now, therefore, be it resolved that this ordinance be adopted and the Clerk is authorized 

to advertise the same according to law. 

 

Motion to close public hearing on Ordinance 15-02 by Council Member Ruocco, second by Council Member 

DeRosa. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 15-02 by Council Member Meyerson, second by Council President Pizzella.  

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

********** 

 

15-03 (Adoption) 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING 2015 SALARIES FOR THE RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

 

WHEREAS: by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale as follows: 

SECTION 1.  The compensation of all personnel whose services are required as general  

staff for the operation of the Borough of Hillsdale – Summer Day Camp Program is 

as follows: 

Years worked, step guide  Hourly Wage range 

      MINIMUM  MAXIMUM   

 HS Sophomore   6.75    8.25 

 HS junior    7.25   8.25 

 HS senior    7.75   8.25 

 College freshman   8.00   8.50 

 College sophomore   8.25   8.75  

 College junior    8.75   9.25 

 College Senior  or 22+ years old 9.25   9.50 

 College Graduate, 1
st
 year  9.50   10.50 

 College Graduate, 2
nd

 year  10.50   11.50 

 College Graduate, 3
rd

 year  11.50   12.50 

 College Graduate, 4
th

 year  12.50   13.50 



Regular Meeting  

 Page 7 of 37 

February 10, 2015 

 College Graduate, 5
th

 year  13.50   14.50 

 College Graduate, 6
th

 year  14.50   15.50 

 

Camp Hillsdale Experience Benefit 

A flat rate of $25.00 will be applied for every paid year of Camp Hillsdale experience that each counselor has 

with the Borough of Hillsdale.  This adjustable experience benefit will be paid at the completion of the 

summer day camp season in August. 

SECTION 2.  The range salary amount to be paid to a Specialist who must have an education 

degree/certification is $1,000 to $3,500 (based on the applicant’s related camp experience and camp time 

length).  This is an appointed position. 

SECTION 3.  The range salary amount to be paid to a Camp Director (one)- $10,000 and $20,000 , 

Assistant Director’s (each) is $3,000 to $9,000 (based on applicant’s related camp experience and camp time 

length).  This is an appointed position. 

SECTION 4. Additional hourly increments on top of base rate may be earned for the following recognized 

certifications: 

First Aid Certification  $0.35 

CPR: Adult and Child  $0.50 

Lifeguard Certification $0.75 

Head Counselor  $0.30 

SECTION 5. The compensation of all personnel whose services are required as Program Supervisors for the 

Recreation Commission Programs is as follows: 

Program    Rate   

Men’s Basketball   $200/season 

Duplicate Bridge   $400/season 

Indoor Soccer    $400/season 

Women’s Volleyball   $100/season 

Girls’ Volleyball Instructor  $400/season 

Youth Basketball: primary  $2,000/season 

Youth Basketball: secondary  $2,000/season (2-3 people) 

Men’s 18+ Softball   $400/season 

Men’s 35+ Softball   $400/season 

Women’s 18+ Softball  $400/season 

Summer Concert Coordinator  $n/a/season 

PV Junior Wrestling   $200/season 

Pt Recreation Secretary 

April-September   $3,000 - $16,000 

 



Regular Meeting  

 Page 8 of 37 

February 10, 2015 

SECTION 6.  The compensation fixed and determined by this ordinance for the person holding the 

respective office and position of employment herein named, shall, except as otherwise provided by statute, 

ordinance or resolution, be in lieu of all other fees, costs and charges received and collected by such office 

and employee shall be remitted promptly to the Borough Treasurer. 

SECTION 7. All ordinances and resolutions inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are 

hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies. 

SECTION 8. This ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage, approval and 

publication of notice thereof as required by law. 

Motion to open public hearing on Ordinance 15-03 by Council Member Looes, second by Council President 

Pizzella. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

I will now open the meeting to the public. If anyone desires to be heard regarding Ordinance No. 15-03, 

please raise your hand to be recognized, come forward to the microphone, and state your name and address 

for the record. 

 

As there were no comments, I entertain a motion that the public hearing on Ordinance No. 15-03 be closed, 

and that it be resolved that this ordinance was posted on the bulletin board on which public notices are 

customarily posted and published in the Ridgewood News. Copies of said ordinance were made available to 

the general public. Now, therefore, be it resolved that this ordinance be adopted and the Clerk is authorized 

to advertise the same according to law. 

 

Motion to close public hearing on Ordinance 15-03 by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member 

DeRosa. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 15-03 by Council Member Meyerson, second by Council Member Ruocco.  

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

********* 

 

15-04 (adoption) 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING RECREATION DEPARTMENT PROGRAM AND SUMMER 

CAMP FEES FOR THE YEAR 2015 IN THE BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE (new introduction) 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Hillsdale Summer Camp season for children of Hillsdale and River Vale residents and for 

children attending Hillsdale schools shall operate continuously for 5 weeks. 

SECTION 2. The Summer Camp Fees per registrant for the year 2015 are as follows:    

          Hillsdale/ River Vale   St. John’s Student/ 

                                                             Resident   Non-Resident 

Camp Pascack, Grades 1 – 4    $790    $840 

Camp Adventure, Grades 5 – 6   $840    $890 

Field Trip Camp, Grades 7 – 9   $890    $940 

Late registration fee after May 7, 2013   $50    $50 

Before Camp Program (8:00 – 9:00 am) 
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Pre-Registered (all weeks)  $180    $185 

Pre-Registered  (per week)         $60    $60 

Pre-Registered (per day)  $20    $20 

No pre-registration (per day)  $25    $25 

After Camp Program (3:00 – 6:00 pm) 

Pre-Registered (all weeks)  $340    $345 

Pre-Registered  (per week)            $100    $100 

Pre-Registered (per day)  $25    $25 

No pre-registration (per day)  $30    $30 

Late pick-up (after 6:00 pm,   $15    $15 

            Per 15 minute increment.) 

NO REFUNDS 

SECTION 3. The Recreation Program Fees per registrant for the year 2015 are as follows: 

      Hillsdale Resident   Non-Resident 

Men’s Basketball       $75     $75 

 Duplicate Bridge                 $20     $40 

 Indoor Soccer                  $55     $65 

 Youth Basketball (1,2,3 clinic Grade)  $55     N/A 

 Youth Basketball (3
rd

 to 8th Grade)   $80, 1 child     N/A 

 Youth Basketball (9th to 12
th

 Grade)    $80, 2+ children each  $80 

Women’s Volleyball      $55     $55 

Girls Instructional Volleyball     $50     $50 

Men’s 18 & over Softball     $400/per team   N/A 

Men’s 35 & over Softball     $50     $55 

Women’s 18 & over Softball     $50     $55 

Wrestling       $125     $125 

Rutgers Coaches Class      $45     $45 

Art Program, per class (session)             $95 - $100                           N/A 

PGA Golf Program      $100     N/A 

Tennis Program      $100     N/A 

Ski Program       $50-$100    $50-$100 

First Friends        $5-10    $5-10 

Ice Skating       $125-130    $125-130 

Returned Check Fee      $20     $20    

Late Fee       $25     $25 
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Credit Card Convenience Fee     3%     3% 

Use of Beechwood Park rental  

Band shell& picnic area        $25     $50 

Use of Beechwood Park – Field Use   $25     $50 

Use of Borough meeting rooms   $25     $25 

All programs are NON REFUNDS 

 

SECTION 4. All ordinances and resolutions inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby 

repealed as to such inconsistencies. 

SECTION 5. This ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage, approval and publication of 

notice thereof as required by law and shall be retroactive to January 1, 2015. 

 

Motion to open public hearing on Ordinance 15-04 by Council President Pizzella, second by Council 

Member DeRosa. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

I will now open the meeting to the public. If anyone desires to be heard regarding Ordinance No. 15-04, 

please raise your hand to be recognized, come forward to the microphone, and state your name and address 

for the record. 

 

As there were no comments, I entertain a motion that the public hearing on Ordinance No. 15-04 be closed, 

and that it be resolved that this ordinance was posted on the bulletin board on which public notices are 

customarily posted and published in the Ridgewood News. Copies of said ordinance were made available to 

the general public. Now, therefore, be it resolved that this ordinance be adopted and the Clerk is authorized 

to advertise the same according to law. 

 

Motion to close public hearing on Ordinance 15-04 by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member 

Ruocco. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 15-04 by Council Member Meyerson, second by Council Member DeRosa.  

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

********** 

 

15-06 (Adoption) 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SALARIES FOR THE STAFF OF THE HILLSDALE 

SWIMMING POOL COMMISSION FOR THE CURRENT YEAR 2015 IN THE BOROUGH OF 

HILLSDALE, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale in the County of 

Bergen and  State of New Jersey as follows: 

      SECTION I: 

     The compensation of all personnel whose services are required for the operation, maintenance and  
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regulation of the Facility as approved be the Swimming Pool Commission is as follows: 

  
      

  

2015 SALARY RANGE 

  TITLE 

 

Min. Max. 

  A. Manager/Director 

 

$32,000.00 $43,000.00 

  B. First Assistant 

 

$5,800.00 $10,000.00 

  C. Second Assistant 

 

$5,800.00 $10,000.00 

  D. Third Assistant 

 

$4,800.00 $8,000.00 

  E. Fourth Assistant 

 

$4,800.00 $6,000.00 

  F. Secretary's 

 

$4,000.00 $7,300.00 

  G. Maintenance/Handyman 

 

Hourly         $7.05  Hourly          $15.00         

  H. Pre-Season Maintenance 

 

  Hourly          $  8.00  

  I. Secretary-Hourly 

 

Hourly         $9.00 Hourly          $15.00 

  J. Maintenance Manager 

 

$3,000.00  $5,000.00 

  
      SECTION II: 

     Trained Lifeguards:  Part-time minimum age 15 years, Full-time 16 years, Gate Recreation and 

Minimum 14 years, Maintenance staff age 17 years 

     

YEARS WORKED 

 

HOURLY 

RANGE 

 

HOURLY 

RANGE 

LIFEGUARDS MIN. MAX. 

GATE & 

REC. MIN. MAX 

1 $7.15 $7.41 1 $6.95 $7.21 

2 $7.41 $7.87 2 $7.21 $7.51 

3 $7.88 $8.21 3 $7.51 $7.98 

4 $8.22 $8.94 4 $7.98 $8.24 

5 $8.95 $9.42 5 $8.25 $8.60 

6 $9.42 $9.68 6 $8.60 $9.27 

7 $9.68 $10.35 7 $9.27 $9.78 

8 $10.35 $11.58 8 $9.78 $10.50 

9 $11.58 $12.36 9 $10.50 $11.50 

10 $12.37 $13.20 10 $11.51 $12.00 

11 $13.21 $14.05 11 $12.01 $12.50 

12 $14.06 $14.95 12 $12.50 $13.00 

      Coordinator of Group Swim 

Lessons 

 

$1,400 or ($700 each 2 people) 
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Guard Safety Training 

Instructor 

 

$500 - $800  

   Head Guard - Lifeguard 

 

$500 to $900 

   

Business manager of Swim/Dive Team 

$1,100 or ($550 

each 2 people) 

   Managing Lifeguard 

 

$800-$1,000 

   Kid's Korner Coordinator (2) 

 

$4,000 to $9,000 

   Gate Manager 

 

$200-$800 

   
      SECTION III: 

     A part-time /substitute Guard must earn at least $3,000 the previous season to advance a step. 

 
      ADDITIONAL RATES: 

     Water Safety Instructor 

assistant $.050 hr 

    Certifies Water Safety 

Instructor $1.25 hr 

    CPR Instructor $1.00 hr 

    EMT Certification $1.25 hr 

    
Teach Private Swim Lessons 

Teach Private Swim Lessons (2 

kids) 

$16/half hour 

 

$20/ half hour 

   Certified Pool Operator Hourly 

emp. $2.00 hr 

    

 

RANGE 

    

 

Min Max 

   Swim Team Coach $1,600  $4,000  

   Assistant Swim/Dive Coaches $5,000  

    Diving Team Coach $1,200  $3,500  

   Aqua Aerobics Instructor $500.00  $1,000  

   Yoga Instructor $500.00  $1,000  

   Certified Pool Operator Salary 

employee $1,000  

    Fall/Winter Help-Hourly $13.00  $15.00  

   Fall/Winter Secretary-Hourly $13.00  $15.00  

   
      Any full time guard who is scheduled 80 hours per pay period (2 weeks) will be guaranteed a 

minimum of  20  hours per pay period (2 weeks) (i.e. early closing-rain). When club is open full time 

only for the months of July and August. 
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      SECTION IV: 

     The Compensation fixed and determined by this ordinance for the persons holding the respective  

offices and position of employment herein named, shall be in lieu of all other fees, costs and 

 charges received and collected by such officers an employees shall be remitted promptly to the 

Borough of Treasurer. 

     SECTION V: 

     All ordinances and resolutions inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby 

repealed as to such inconsistencies. 

 SECTION VI: 

     This ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage, approval and publications of notice  

Thereof as required by law, and the provisions of this Ordinance shall be retroactive to January 1, 

2015. 

  

Motion to open public hearing on Ordinance 15-06 by Council Member Looes, second by Council President 

Pizzella. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

I will now open the meeting to the public. If anyone desires to be heard regarding Ordinance No. 15-06, 

please raise your hand to be recognized, come forward to the microphone, and state your name and address 

for the record. 

 

As there were no comments, I entertain a motion that the public hearing on Ordinance No. 15-06 be closed, 

and that it be resolved that this ordinance was posted on the bulletin board on which public notices are 

customarily posted and published in the Ridgewood News. Copies of said ordinance were made available to 

the general public. Now, therefore, be it resolved that this ordinance be adopted and the Clerk is authorized 

to advertise the same according to law. 

 

Motion to close public hearing on Ordinance 15-06 by Council President Pizzella, second by Council 

Member Looes. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 15-06 by Council Member Looes, second by Council President Pizzella.  

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

********** 

 

15-07 (Adoption) 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, ADOPTING REGULATIONS FOR THE PLANTING, GROWING, AND/OR 

CULTIVATING OF BAMBOO 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey as follows: 

 



Regular Meeting  

 Page 14 of 37 

February 10, 2015 

 SECTION 1. Purpose.  

This Ordinance is adopted to control the planting, cultivating and/or growing of bamboo in the Borough of 

Hillsdale and to require barriers to prevent the spread of existing bamboo into other areas of the Borough.  

SECTION 2. Regulation of the Planting, Growing or Cultivating of Bamboo.  

Subject to certain exemptions set forth in this Ordinance, no persons, residents, citizens, property owners 

and/or tenants of the Borough shall plant, cultivate, or cause to grow, any bamboo on any lot and/or parcel of 

ground anywhere within the geographic boundaries of the Borough of Hillsdale, except for:  

1. Where the root system of such bamboo plants is entirely contained within an above ground level 

planter, barrel, or other vessel of such design, material and location as to entirely prevent the spread of 

growth of the bamboo plants’ root system beyond the container beyond which it is planted,  

2. Whether planted or growing in a container, as described herein, all bamboo plants shall be located, 

trimmed and maintained so that no part of the plant shall be closer than ten (10) feet from any property 

line.  

  SECTION 3. Exemptions.  

This Ordinance shall not apply to any land owner or possessor of said land who, prior to the effective date of 

this Ordinance, has planted or caused to grow any bamboo on any property within the Borough limits unless 

the code enforcement officer determines on his/her own, or upon complaint from any abutting or nearby 

property owner, that any portion of such bamboo has been allowed to grow upon, extend roots across, or 

extend branches, stalks or leaves over any public way or any private property not owned by or in the 

possession of such land owner or any possessor of said land. If such occurs, the provisions of Section 4 shall 

apply. 

SECTION 4. Complaint Notice, Order for Removal and Compliance.  

Whenever a complaint is received by the Borough regarding the encroachment of any bamboo plant or root, 

or whenever the Borough, on its own observations and inspections, determines that there is an encroachment 

of bamboo plants or roots on to the property of another land owner, or tenant in possession of the property, 

or both, the Borough shall cause Notice to be served and the following actions occur: 

1. The Notice shall be mailed by Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested, properly addressed and 

with sufficient postage, and also by First Class mail. Notice by Certified Mail shall be deemed 

complete on the date of personal delivery, or the date the Certified Mail is marked refused or 

unclaimed or otherwise undeliverable by the United States Post Office. First Class mail shall be 

deemed delivered within five (5) calendar days of its being mailed by the Borough.  

2. The Notice shall specify the nature of the violation(s).  

3. The Notice shall state that the violation(s) must be corrected within twenty (20) calendar days from 

the date of the received or returned mailing.  

4. The Notice shall state specifically what must be done by the responsible party to correct the 

violation(s).  

SECTION 5. Repealer.  

All Ordinances of the Borough of Hillsdale which are inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are 

hereby repealed as to the extent of such inconsistency. 

SECTION 6. Penalties.  

A. Any person determined by any court of competent jurisdiction to have violated this Ordinance shall 

be subject to pay a fine of not less than Twenty-Five ($25.00) Dollars per day nor more than One 

Hundred ($100.00) Dollars per day, for each day the violation exists after the date for removal as set 

forth in the Notice which was sent to violator and received by the violator as defined above. Each day 

of a continuing violation shall constitute a separate offense, for which an additional fine can be levied. 
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The per day fine will be in addition to a penalty for failure to comply with the Bamboo Ordinance. This 

fine can be up to the maximum penalty set by the State of New Jersey.  

B. If the violation is not remedied within the time set forth in the aforesaid Notice, the Borough is 

hereby authorized to remove or have removed any encroaching bamboo and to take all reasonable steps 

to eradicate the re-growth of the bamboo on the public rights of way, including sidewalks, and to 

restore such land to its normal condition, prior to such removal and eradication.  

C. The cost of the corrective action together with any civil penalties, legal fees and other costs shall be 

recoverable from the responsible party.  

SECTION 7. Unlawful  

If any section, subsection, clause or phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be 

unconstitutional or invalid by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the 

remaining portion of this Ordinance. 

           SECTION 8. Effective Date.  

This Ordinance, if adopted by the Borough Council shall, within five (5) days after its passage, Sundays 

excepted, be presented to the Mayor and Borough Clerk. The Mayor shall, within ten (10) days after 

receiving the ordinance, Sundays excepted, either approve this Ordinance by affixing his signature 

thereto or return it to the Council by delivering it to the Borough Clerk together with a statement setting 

forth his objections thereto or any item or part thereof. This Ordinance or any item or part thereof shall 

not take effect without the Mayor’s approval, unless the Mayor fails to return this Ordinance to the 

Borough Council, as prescribed above, or unless the Borough Council, upon consideration of this 

Ordinance following its return shall, by a vote of two thirds (2/3rds) of all of the members of the 

Borough Council, resolve to override the veto. 

Motion to open public hearing on Ordinance 15-07 by Council Member Meyerson, second by Council 

Member Looes. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

I will now open the meeting to the public. If anyone desires to be heard regarding Ordinance No. 15-07, 

please raise your hand to be recognized, come forward to the microphone, and state your name and address 

for the record. 

 

Lisa Schoelles, 50 Colonial Boulevard, stated that she spoke last August about this ordinance, and it looks as 

if the new ordinance is identical to the old one. Council Member Meyerson stated that there were some 

changes, and Mayor Arnowitz said he agreed that he did not see any changes. Council Member Meyerson 

said he thought there was a penalty provision, but Mayor Arnowitz thought it was virtually the same. Ms. 

Schoelles said she wanted to make sure that the letter she wrote last year and the photos she provided are still 

on record. Mayor Arnowitz stated that they are not, but due to the fact that new Council Members are now 

present, he asked her to recap her position. Ms. Schoelles said she would do a recap, and she would also send 

the photos again, as well as the letter. Last year, she stated that the majority of the bamboo between her 

house and her neighbor’s house is on her property, which she purchased in October 1998, and the bamboo 

was present at that time, so she maintains it. However, she does not know who planted it originally. It is not 

known on which property was originally planted. The cost to remove that bamboo would include removing 

both swimming pools, as well as all of the landscaping and the trees in the area, making it extremely 

expensive. Furthermore, there is no guarantee that the bamboo can be removed because of the type of 

bamboo involved. The Borough Attorney made some comments about that in August. Ms. Schoelles hopes 

that the Council Members will use common sense when voting on this, and consider homeowners like her 

who have made every effort to keep the bamboo maintained, and take that into consideration when voting on 

this issue. 

 

Council Member Meyerson noted that section 3 contains an exemption, which would seem to grandfather 

people like Ms. Schoelles, who currently have bamboo on their properties. Ms. Schoelles pointed out that the 

exemption also excludes people who have had complaints lodged against them about the bamboo on their 

property which causes her concern. Council Member Meyerson mentioned that Ms. Schoelles stated that 

when she moved to the property, the bamboo was already there, as well is on the property next to her. 



Regular Meeting  

 Page 16 of 37 

February 10, 2015 

Therefore, no one really knows what caused the bamboo to grow there, and where the source of it is. That is 

why Council Member Meyerson believes that Ms. Schoelles may qualify for the exemption. Ms. Schoelles 

said that would be wonderful, but she wanted to ensure that her situation and concerns were made public, 

and she wanted the Council Members to understand the ramifications of their vote. Bamboo is a native plant 

in this area, and there are many other non-native plants in this area. The ordinance should not be allowed to 

de-value Ms. Schoelles’s home, or the homes of her neighbors. She pointed out that being a good neighbor 

cannot be legislated, and she understands that the Council Members are doing their best to address this issue. 

In fact, Ms. Schoelles supports banning new growth. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz commented that he said something about this ordinance the first time this issue arose, and 

after putting both ordinances next to each other, they seem virtually the same. Although there is an 

exemption, there is also other verbiage, and Mayor Arnowitz said in the past, he has had a problem with 

verbiage that is cloudy, because it leaves a lot to interpretation causing problems with government and 

enforcement. Mayor Arnowitz believes this bamboo ordinance is flawed, because there is no clear and 

distinct provision to exclude someone who has bamboo growing on his/her property now. Ms. Schoelles’s 

statements have been confirmed by professionals, especially regarding the difficulty and near-impossibility 

of removing bamboo. If every piece of bamboo currently in existence is not removed, the bamboo will grow 

back. Mayor Arnowitz believes adopting this ordinance will open the Borough up to enforcement problems. 

It will pit residents against each other, with everyone pointing fingers at their neighbors. Mayor Arnowitz 

commented that this quagmire could be avoided by the action taken by the Council Members tonight. 

 

Henry Heck, 293 Piermont Avenue, commented that after reading the amended ordinance, the revisions 

seem to help Ms. Schoelles and others in similar situations. The clause seems to be very clear in referring to 

someone with bamboo on the property. The ordinance only seems to require that the homeowners in those 

circumstances are required to maintain the property, and keep the bamboo from crossing property lines. Mr. 

Heck suggested to the Council Members that a maintenance clause be included in the ordinance. His own 

situation is one in which the bamboo is not currently on his property, but Mr. Heck believes it soon will be. 

He asked if the Council would keep the 10-foot buffer requirement, as stated in the ordinance, and although 

it does not affect everyone in Hillsdale, that is not a reason to defeat the ordinance. Council Member Ruocco 

asked if, when Mr. Heck stated that the bamboo is coming to his property, it is because one of his neighbors 

has bamboo growing on his property. Mr. Heck confirmed this, and added that the neighbor does maintain 

the bamboo, although Mr. Heck is concerned that in the event the neighbor stops maintaining it, or the 

property is sold and the next homeowner does not maintain it, Mr. Heck would have no recourse. 

Maintenance does keep it somewhat at bay, although it does creep up to the property line every year. 

Sometimes it crosses the property line, and Mr. Heck cuts down the shoots as soon as he sees them. 

Negligence on the part of his neighbor or himself would make the issue much worse. Council Member 

Ruocco stated that he understands that many other towns in the New York metropolitan area, including 

Northport, Long Island, and states as far away as Maryland, have included requirements that owners have 

PVC or plastic barriers installed three feet down, surrounding the bamboo, which is the only effective way to 

contain it. Mr. Heck is not familiar with those ordinances, and said he is not advocating that. Ms. Schoelles 

noted that the bamboo will grow under and around such piping. Council Member Meyerson pointed out that 

this ordinance bans growing bamboo, with which Mr. Heck believes is the correct action to take. In addition, 

the ordinance protects those who had bamboo planted and/or growing before the ordinance will take effect, 

which Mr. Heck believes is fair. Overall, it is a fair middle ground for all parties. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz closed the public hearing at this time. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz said he has no problem with an ordinance that bans the planting of bamboo. However, all of 

his research indicates that bamboo will grow underground. He has also been told that bamboo can grow 

under pools as deep as 10 feet. If the bamboo hits a barrier, it goes down and then across. The problem then 

becomes enforcement. There are many arguments about how people maintain bamboo on their properties 

throughout health, and Mayor Arnowitz believes it is a question of what people find offensive. Some people 

believe that bamboo serves as a great barrier, although he disagrees. Mayor Arnowitz believes that 

interpretation of the ordinance will be a problem. Council Member Meyerson pointed out that every 

ordinance is subject to interpretation. He said that he agreed with Mr. Heck and his assessment of the 

situation, and that the ordinance covers both situations. If a property owner has bamboo growing on his/her 

property that has already encroached onto a neighboring property, the grandfather clause in the ordinance 

covers that. Mr. Heck is also protected by the ordinance because it tells any property owner with bamboo 

that has not yet encroached onto another property that s/he is responsible for preventing any encroachment. 

Mayor Arnowitz commented that the problem is that how the property owners are supposed to prevent such 

encroachment. Simply cutting it back does not work. Council Member Meyerson recalled that the gentleman 

who spoke to the Council last year about this provided a lot of research, which Council Member Meyerson 

read. The research said there is a way to stop bamboo that does not involve razing it. Clearly, it is doable, 

and Council Member Meyerson thinks that Ms. Schoelles and others have done a very good job trying to 

contain the bamboo that is on their properties. In addition, Mr. Heck pointed out that he and his neighbor 
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have had some success in keeping the bamboo from encroaching onto Mr. Heck’s property. Mayor Arnowitz 

believes that the concerns the property owners have are valid, he is not comfortable when someone has to 

interpret the law. The way he reads the ordinance, it is subject to interpretation. He asked if there is any way 

to make the grandfather clause more specific. He pointed out that situations described tonight involve cutting 

back to bamboo, while the research mentioned by Council Member Meyerson involves pesticides, chemicals, 

and creating a situation in which nothing would ever grow. 

 

Council Member Meyerson stated that the question is really whether the ordinance protects both groups, and 

he believes that it does. Mayor Arnowitz asked if Mr. Madaio has an opinion on the ordinance. Mr. Madaio 

suggested that perhaps the exemption section could be broken down a bit more, and he is willing to do that. 

He believes that the ordinance indicates that current bamboo growth is grandfathered, unless spreading is 

reported. 

 

Council President Pizzella said he has no problem with banning bamboo or creating some sort of 

maintenance ordinance. When this ordinance was discussed previously, the Council Members defeated it due 

to some specific issues. Council President Pizzella said he might be more willing to approve it if the 

exemption provision was clarified and broken down. He has the same concern that he had in August, which 

is that the exemption provision leaves a lot of discretion to someone filing a complaint or the enforcement 

officer trying to assess the situation. The ordinance seems to impose an undue hardship on people who have 

bamboo growing on their properties that they did not plant. He applauded the efforts of Ms. Schoelles in 

maintaining the bamboo on her property, noting that she and her husband spent thousands of dollars digging 

a trench and surrounding the bamboo to ensure that it did not encroach. Another concern is stated by Council 

President Pizzella is that could deter people from buying a house if they know there is bamboo growing on 

the property, and they learn that bamboo is not supposed to be grown in Hillsdale. That would be an added 

cost to the purchase of a home, and could have an impact on the value of a home. That is why Council 

President Pizzella said he would not vote for this ordinance, although he would be more willing to do so if 

the maintenance requirements could be clarified for people who have bamboo growing on their properties. 

Perhaps they could register with the Building Department. Council Member DeRosa said he had the same 

thought: how would the Borough know who has bamboo growing on their properties, and would be affected 

by the grandfather clause. Mr. Madaio responded that all the horrors that have been related are reasons why 

an ordinance is needed to stop the bamboo from spreading. In addition, the ordinance could state that anyone 

who has bamboo currently growing on the properties cannot allow it to spread. Mayor Arnowitz said the 

problem becomes how to stop it from spreading. 

 

Council Member Ruocco stated that he thinks the issue is, as Council President Pizzella pointed out, that if 

someone is looking at a home and bamboo is growing on the property, the prospective homeowner would 

probably think twice about buying at home. At the same time, the prospective homeowner might think twice 

about buying the home next door, although he might be encouraged by the fact that Hillsdale does have an 

ordinance protecting his property against any encroachment. It might give prospective owner comfort to 

know that his new neighbor is required to control the growth of his bamboo. 

 

Council Member Looes said she believes the point of the ordinance is to require owners with bamboo 

growing on the properties to maintain it. Without an ordinance, there is no way of knowing whether the 

people with bamboo growing on their properties will maintain it. As far as home values are concerned, she 

pointed out that everything is relative, and there are people who do not want to buy properties with pools on 

them, as an example. The ordinance creates a structure for the maintenance requirement. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz said he does not have a problem with maintenance, and he is not an attorney, but when he 

reads an ordinance like this one, based on his years of experience dealing with similar issues, it seems to him 

that it creates more problems. If the ordinance could be more specific with respect to maintenance of the 

bamboo, he thinks it would be more helpful. Mayor Arnowitz drew an analogy with the growth of poison ivy 

across property lines, and whether homeowner could sue a neighboring homeowner if the poison ivy plants 

encroach on his property and caused him or someone in his family to get poison ivy. Mr. Madaio pointed out 

that bamboo is not an airborne plant, and Mayor Arnowitz noted that it does grow underground. Mr. Madaio 

noted that, as with oil contamination or anything else that goes underground, if it is on a particular piece of 

property, that property owner is responsible for containing it. That is not the Borough’s issue or problem. 

Mayor Arnowitz used Ms. Schoelles as an example, saying that in her case, she and her neighbor have 

worked out the maintenance issues regarding the bamboo. However, if the neighboring property is sold and a 

new neighbor moves then, can that neighbor sue Ms. Schoelles. Mr. Madaio responded that in Ms. 

Schoelles’s case, the property line has already been traversed, and she is covered by the grandfather clause. 

Mayor Arnowitz said if that was not the case, what would happen. Mr. Madaio answered that in that case, 

under the ordinance, the Borough could step in and tell Ms. Schoelles that if her harmful, noxious plant, 

which she owns although she did not plant it, should cause damage to someone else’s property, a summons 

could be issued. Mayor Arnowitz asked what could be done to get rid of the bamboo, and Mr. Madaio 
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pointed out that that is not the Borough’s concern, either, but perhaps a horticulturist could be consulted. 

 

Council Member Meyerson commented that the ordinance takes care of both of the situations articulated 

here, and it puts the onus on a property owner who has bamboo, even if the property owner moved in with 

the bamboo already growing there, to either remove it or ensure that it does not encroach on neighboring 

properties. 

 

Council President Pizzella asked if this is determined a nuisance, which Mr. Madaio confirmed. Council 

President Pizzella noted that nuisances can be regulated, and Mr. Madaio responded that this is regulation of 

a nuisance. However, Council President Pizzella pointed out that there is nothing in the ordinance that gives 

a homeowner who has bamboo growing on his/her property through no fault of his/her own any guidance 

how to maintain it. Mr. Madaio said that is left to the property owner’s discretion, as is done with tree 

ordinances that require trees to be cut: they do not state how to do it, but that is left to an Arborist or tree 

professional. Mr. Madaio added that property owners can do anything they want on their own properties, but 

once something crosses a property line, it becomes a nuisance. He thinks that the current language is fine as 

is, but he said it could be tweaked if the Council Members desire. 

 

Council Member Ruocco noted that in Section 6, penalties are discussed. He asked if paragraph B refers 

only to public land, or to private property, as well. The section in question states that if the violation is not 

remedied in the time set forth, the Borough is authorized to remove or have removed any encroaching 

bamboo and take all reasonable steps to eradicate the regrowth of the bamboo on the public rights-of-way. 

Mr. Madaio explained that that only refers to public property, because the Borough will not go on private 

property and get rid of bamboo. Under the exemptions clause, it states that the ordinance shall not apply to 

any landowner or possessor of land who has planted or caused to grow bamboo on his property within the 

Borough prior to the date of this ordinance. However, it also states that if any portion of such bamboo has 

been allowed to grow or extended to other properties, that is a violation. Council Member Pizzella said he 

would like to see some clearer language under the exemption clause. Council Member Meyerson asked how 

it could be made clearer, and Council President Pizzella said he is not sure. He noted that it provides that “… 

unless the code enforcement officer determines on his or her own, or upon complaint from an abutting or 

nearby property owner, that any portion of such bamboo has been allowed to grow, extend routes across, or 

extend branches, stalks, or leaves…” Council President Pizzella commented that if property owners have 

done everything physically and financially possible to stop the bamboo from growing, and it still encroaches 

on the neighboring property, a complaint can be filed. Mr. Madaio said that is not the case, because code 

enforcement officers have reasonable discretion, and that should not happen. He believes that if a leaf should 

pop up, the code enforcement officer will probably visit the homeowner who has the bamboo and notify 

him/her that the bamboo is encroaching, and allow him/her two weeks to rectify the problem. In fact, Mr. 

Madaio said that the language about the code enforcement officer does not need to be included at all, 

because it is accepted in any municipality that when a code enforcement officer observes something, or 

receives a complaint from a resident, s/he will respond and use his/her discretion to determine the 

appropriate action to take. 

 

Council Member DeRosa said he is inclined to support the ordinance. 

 

Council Member Ruocco asked Mr. Madaio if a property owner allows the bamboo to encroach upon 

another property, the Borough would notify the property owner with the bamboo to correct the situation. If 

the situation were not corrected, fines would be incurred, but no one from the Borough will go on to the 

property and remove the bamboo, as has happened in other municipalities. Mr. Madaio said he would never 

choose to expand Borough funds to landscape someone’s property. It might be absolutely necessary in a 

property maintenance circumstance, but he does not generally favor such extremes. It is very difficult for the 

DPW to do such work. Council Member Ruocco also commented that 20 days does not seem like sufficient 

time to remedy the situation, and he suggested that perhaps it could be changed to allow 45 days. Council 

Member Meyerson said he is not sure he agrees with that, because the ordinance specifically states that no 

more bamboo can be planted in Hillsdale. It also says that if bamboo is growing on a property, it cannot 

cross the property line, and if it does, the offending property owner has nearly 3 weeks to correct situation. 

The reality is that it often does take longer than the time allowed to rectify the situation, and zoning office 

will usually give as much time as is necessary as long as efforts are being made to do the right thing. As long 

as the official can see that steps are being taken to get the work done, s/he will testify in court that more time 

should be granted Council Member Meyerson said this ordinance is fair and gives people the opportunity to 

get rid of their bamboo if they want to, or ensure that it does not encroach on any other properties. Council 

Member Ruocco asked Mr. Madaio if he agreed with that, and Mr. Madaio said that he did. He read that the 

ordinance specifically states that it “shall not apply to any landowner or possessor of said land who, prior to 

the effective date of this ordinance, has planted or caused to grow bamboo on any property”. That is a clear 

and direct grandfather clause. It also states that “notwithstanding the foregoing, no portion of such bamboo 

shall be allowed to grow upon, extend across, or extend branches and leaves over any property line” or the 
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section 4 clause. That was his suggested verbiage change. 

 

Council President Pizzella said he understands the code enforcement officers often allow more time for the 

situation to be remedied, but he also when the code enforcement officer tries to allow more time, she usually 

opened herself up to ridicule from others. Therefore, he believes it is necessary to give the code enforcement 

officer enough tools to be able to enforce the ordinance. Extending the time code enforcement officer the 

ability to enforce the ordinance, and the property owner has a reasonable amount of time to address the 

situation. Mr. Madaio suggested that it be changed to 30 days, which is a reasonable compromise, noting that 

even if a summons was issued on the 30
th

 day, it would not go to court for at least 3-4 weeks, giving the 

offending property owner enough time to make any corrections. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz asked if a neighbor complains to the code enforcement officer that bamboo is encroaching 

on his/her property, and the offending property owner takes care of the problem immediately, and the 

bamboo returns several weeks later in a different location on the neighboring property, does the process 

started all over again. The code enforcement officer is often put a very tenuous position, and complainants 

often appear before the Borough Council stating that the code enforcement officer is not doing her job. Mr. 

Madaio said that the process would start again in such cases. 

 

Mr. Madaio said the ordinance he envisions states that “the ordinance shall not apply to any landowner or 

possessor of land who, prior to the effective date of this ordinance, has any bamboo on his/her property”. He 

continued with “notwithstanding the foregoing, no portion of such bamboo shall be allowed to grow upon, 

extend across, or extend branches, stalks, or leaves over any public right-of-way, or onto any private 

property”. Mayor Arnowitz asked if anyone had a problem with that, and the Council Members agreed that 

they did not. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz re-opened the meeting to the public at 8:56 PM. 

 

Lisa Schoelles, 50 Colonial Boulevard, stated she agrees with most of what Mr. Heck stated for any planting 

going on a new property, and she appreciates the fact that her property was used as an example. However, 

she clarified that when she purchased her home in 1998, the bamboo already existed in the neighboring yards. 

 

Henry Heck, 293 Piermont Avenue, said he supports the ordinance, and the Council Members are making 

reasonable changes. He does not envision that the ordinance will be a substitute for being a good neighbor. 

This is a good opportunity for people to take photos of what exists on their properties, and the ordinance will 

require property owners to control issues on their own properties. This ordinance is a due diligence 

ordinance to try to prevent the costs from spreading to others. 

 

I entertain a motion that the public hearing on Ordinance No. 15-07 be closed, and that it be resolved that 

this ordinance was posted on the bulletin board on which public notices are customarily posted and 

published in the Ridgewood News. Copies of said ordinance were made available to the general public. Now, 

therefore, be it resolved that this ordinance be adopted and the Clerk is authorized to advertise the same 

according to law. 

 

Motion to close public hearing on Ordinance 15-07 by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member 

DeRosa. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 15-07 by Council Member Meyerson, second by Council Member DeRosa 

(predicated by the new verbiage per the Borough Attorney).  

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

********** 

 

15-08 (Introduction) 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 14-13 TO PROVIDE FOR AND DETERMINE 

THE RATE, AMOUNT, AND METHOD OF PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION TO PERSONS 

HOLDING CERTAIN OFFICES AND POSITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT IN THE BOROUGH OF 

HILLSDALE, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 

 



Regular Meeting  

 Page 20 of 37 

February 10, 2015 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, in the County of Bergen, and State of 

New Jersey as follows: 

SECTION 1.  The rate of compensation of persons holding any of the hereafter named offices and positions of 

employment, which compensation shall be on an annual basis unless otherwise specified, is hereby fixed and 

determined to be as set opposite the title of each of the hereinafter named offices and positions of employment.  

Whenever there shall be set forth a minimum and maximum rate of compensation the employee or officer shall 

be compensated at an annual rate within such range. 

SECTION 2.  Each employee set forth in this Section shall receive annual compensation as set forth below. 

            

        MINIMUM  MAXIMUM 

Part Time Court Clerk-Per Hour                $15.00                  $20.00 

Alternate Borough Prosecutor-per case              $100.00        $200.00 

 

SECTION 3.  If an employee performed a unique assignment of exceptional value to the Borough requiring 

significant time and effort in addition to his/her usual responsibilities, the Borough Council may grant a bonus 

not to exceed $5,000 to this employee. 

SECTION 4.  The compensation fixed and determined by this Ordinance for the persons holding the 

respective offices and positions of employment herein named, shall, except as otherwise provided by statute, 

ordinance or resolution, be in lieu of all other fees, costs and charges received and collected by such offices 

and employees shall remit such funds promptly  

to the Borough Treasurer. 

 

SECTION 5.  All ordinances and resolutions inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby 

repealed as to such inconsistencies. 

SECTION 6.  This ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage (adoption), approval and 

publication of notice thereof as required by law, and the provisions of this Ordinance shall be retroactive to 

January 1, 2015. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 15-08 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be 

further considered for final passage at a meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 

Hillsdale Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on March 10, 2015, and at said time and place all persons 

interested will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized 

and directed to publish said Ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, 

with a notice of its introduction and of the time and place, when and where said Ordinance would be 

considered for final passage. 

 

Motion by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member Ruocco.  

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

********** 

 

15-09 (Introduction) 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND SUPPLEMENT ORDINANCE 09-01, CHAPTER 138, “FEES” 

AND CHAPTER 71, SWIMMING POOL COMMISSION 
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BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 15-09 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be 

further considered for final passage at a meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 

Hillsdale Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on March 10, 2015, and at said time and place all persons interested 

will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed 

to publish said Ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice 
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of its introduction and of the time and place, when and where said Ordinance would be considered for final 

passage. 

 

Motion by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member DeRosa.  

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

RESOLUTIONS : CONSENT AGENDA : R15043, R15047, R15052-R15056: 

R15043 Requesting Bus Shelter from New Jersey Transit Located at Hillsdale Avenue and Pascack 

  Road 

 

WHEREAS, NJ TRANSIT has funds for the purchase of bus shelters throughout the State of New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, the governing body of a municipality in New Jersey or the Board of Chosen Freeholders of a 

county may apply to the New Jersey Transit Corporation for the purchase and installation of bus shelters at 

legally designated bus stops; and 

WHEREAS, the BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE, in the interest of promoting public transportation, 

conservation of energy, traffic safety, and for the convenience of the public, endorses the concept of providing 

bus shelters within its jurisdiction. 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved, that the application is hereby made by the 

BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE the New Jersey Transit Corporation for the purchase and installation of 1 bus 

shelter(s) as set forth in Exhibit A, made a part hereof. 

FURTHER, be it resolved that the Mayor and the Municipal Clerk be authorized to execute an agreement or 

agreements with NJ Transit to arrange for the purchase and installation of the shelters. 

 

R15047 Authorize Engagement Letter for 2014 CFO Duties with Garbarini & Company, PC, in the 

Amount Not to Exceed $9,500 

 

WHEREAS, the governing body of the Borough of Hillsdale has appointed Garbarini & Co., PC as the 

Auditor for year 2015; and 

 

WHEREAS, there is a necessity for accounting services in connection with close-out of the Borough’s 

accounts and records for the year ending December 2014; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator has requested a proposal from the firm Garbarini & Co., PC to 

perform such service; and 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the governing body of the Borough of Hillsdale, authorize the firm of 

Garbarini & Co., PC, 285 Division Avenue & Rte. 17 S, Carlstadt, NJ 07072,  to prepare said documents as 

per the proposal dated January 19, 2015, at a rate not to exceed $9,500.00. 

R15057 Authorize Refund Tax Payment 

 

WHEREAS, an erroneous adjustment was placed on Block 1505 Lot 6, 116 Clinton Avenue and paid by Loan 

Care Mortgage Co., 3637 Sentara Way, Virginia Beach, VA 23452 for the 1st and  2nd quarters of  2014 in the 

amounts of $143.23 and $143.22 respectively. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale authorize 

the Tax Collector to refund the homeowner, Carol Tropea the following taxes:   

Property – Block 1505 Lot 6 

Tropea, Carol           116 Clinton Ave.     $286.45 
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R15058 Appoint Municipal Housing Liaison 

 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale petitioned the Council on Affordable Housing 

(COAH) for substantive certification of its Housing Element and Fair Share Plan on December 23, 2008; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale’s Fair Share Plan promotes an affordable housing program pursuant to 

the Fair Housing Act (N.J.S.A. 52:27D-301, et. seq.) and COAH’s Third Round Substantive Rules (N.J.A.C. 

5:94-1, et. seq.); and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:94-7 and N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.1 et. seq., the Borough of Hillsdale is 

required to appoint a Municipal Housing Liaison for the administration of the Borough of Hillsdale’s 

affordable housing program to enforce the requirements of N.J.A.C. 5:94-7 and N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.1 et. seq.; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has amended the pertinent Chapter to provide for the appointment of a 

Municipal Housing Liaison to administer the Borough of Hillsdale’s affordable housing program. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale in the County 

of Bergen, and the State of New Jersey that Susan Witkowski is hereby appointed by the Governing Body of 

the Borough of Hillsdale as the Municipal Housing Liaison for the administration of the affordable housing 

program, pursuant to and in accordance with the Hillsdale Borough Code.  

 

R15059 Award and Execute Contract for Animal Control Services to Tyco, in the Amount of $12,480 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale received two (2) quotes for animal services for the year 2015: and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator reviewed and evaluated both said quotes; and recommends an 

award of contract to: 

 

Tyco Animal Control Service 

1 Stout Lane 

Ho-Ho-Kus, New Jersey 07423 

 

In the amount of $12,480.00 for the period of January 1, 2015 through December 31, 2015. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor be authorized to execute said contract between 

the Borough of Hillsdale and Tyco Animal Control Services. 

 

R15060 Rescind Ordinance 15-05, Fees for Stonybrook Pool 

 

WHEREAS, ordinance 15-05 was introduced at a regular scheduled council meeting on January 20, 2015; 

and 

WHEREAS, fees for such ordinance have been changed significantly since introduction creating substantial 

changes. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale  

rescind the introduction of ordinance 15-05. 

 

R15061 Authorize and Execute Agreement with the Borough of River Vale for Motor Vehicle 

Maintenance and Repairs  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale and Township of River Vale desire to enter into an Interlocal Services 

Agreement pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:8A-1et seq. for the authority to purchase and the Township to provide 

motor vehicle maintenance and repairs under the terms and conditions agreed upon; and 
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WHEREAS, the services will be performed at the Public Works facility located at 320 Rivervale Road; and 

WHEREAS, the rates established of $42.00 per hour,  parts plus 10%;  during business hours, Monday – 

Friday, 7 a.m.- 3:30 p.m.; after hours $64.00 per hour, and $10.00 incidental shop costs per vehicle repair at 

any time; and 

WHEREAS, initial term of agreement shall be for (21) one year, to renew automatically for additional terms 

of one year for maximum of (3) three years, unless either party provides the other with written notice at least 

sixty (60) days before expiration of yearly term not to renew agreement. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor is authorized to execute said agreement. 

Motion to approve by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member Ruocco. 

 

Council Member Meyerson asked a question about R15060, because the ordinance was never passed. Mr. 

Madaio said he thought it was necessary to have a paper trail so that if, sometime in the future, someone 

were to look at the introduction of the ordinance, a rescission for it could also be found, as opposed to an 

abandonment. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

OFF CONSENT AGENDA: R15057 and R15058 

R15062 Bill List 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that the following bills in the sum 

of $5,321,209.28 as authorized by the Department Head and approved by a Council member liaison,  be 

paid; and that the Mayor, Clerk and Chief Financial Officer be and they are hereby authorized and directed 

to issue warrants in payment of same. 
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Motion to approve by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member Meyerson. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

R15063 Approve Modified Temporary Budget 2015 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19 provides that temporary appropriations shall be made prior to final adoption of 

the 2015 Budget which shall be 26.25% of the final appropriations made for the preceding fiscal year (2014)  

excluding appropriations made for debt service, capital improvements and public assistance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that the 

following updates, in full, to the 2015 temporary appropriations are hereby made. 

ADMINISTRATIVE & EXECUTIVE S&W                  17,063  

ADMINISTRATIVE & EXECUTIVE O/E                  10,894  

PUBLIC INFORMATION                              6,038  

  MAYOR & COUNCIL - S&W                           11,813  

MAYOR & COUNCIL - O/E                           1,339  

  CLERKS OFFICE - S&W                             33,600  

CLERKS OFFICE - O/E                             8,768  

  FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION S&W                    50,663  

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION O/E                    17,351  

AUDIT SERVICES                                  7,875  

  TAX COLLECTION S&W                              11,550  

TAX COLLECTION O/E                              3,115  

  ASSESSMENT OF TAXES S&W                         10,106  

ASSESSMENT OF TAXES O/E                         4,187  

  LEGAL O/E                                       51,896  

  ENGINEERING O/E                                 18,506  

  ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION O/E                    85  

  PLANNING BOARD O/E                              2,546  

  ZONING SERVICES S&W                             2,888  

ZONING SERVICES O/E                             1,811  

  UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION CODE S&W                   38,456  

UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION CODE O/E                   14,361  
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GENERAL LIABILITY PREMIUMS                      43,348  

WORKERS' COMPENSATION                           56,832  

GROUP INSURANCE PLANS                           325,349  

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE                          4,725  

  POLICE S&W                                      650,403  

POLICE DEPARTMENT O/E                           30,824  

  POLICE DISPATCH/911                             

 POLICE DISPATCH/911 S&W                         52,325  

  OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MGMT S&W                    525  

OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MGMT O/E                    1,378  

  FIRST AID ORGANIZATION O/E                      7,055  

  FIRE DEPARTMENT - S&W                           6,851  

FIRE DEPARTMENT - O/E                           70,101  

  FIRE PREVENTION S&W                             16,406  

FIRE PREVENTION O/E                             2,852  

  PROSECUTOR SALARIES & WAGES                     3,019  

  ROAD REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE S&W                  128,625  

ROAD REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE O/E                  44,100  

  GARBAGE & TRASH REMOVAL S&W                     1,391  

GARBAGE & TRASH O/E                             181,808  

RECYCLING O/E                                   39,638  

  BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS O/E                       10,369  

  TRAIN STATION O&E                               3,360  

  VEHICLE MAINTENANCE                             19,640  

  NJPDES STORMWATER PERMIT S&W                    19,688  

NJPDES STORMWATER PERMIT O/E                    788  

  BOARD OF HEALTH S&W                             19,163  

BOARD OF HEALTH O/E                             16,984  

BLOODBORNE PATHOGENS                            263  
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  ADMINISTRATION OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE S&W         3,806  

  RECREATION SERVICES AND PROGRAMS S&W            4,095  

RECREATION SERVICES AND PROGRAMS O/E            1,641  

  SENIOR CITIZENS SERVICES S&W                    6,300  

SENIOR CITIZENS SERVICES - O/E                  3,793  

  PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS S&W                       42,000  

PARKS & PLAYGROUNDS O/E                         16,170  

  MAINTENANCE OF FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY              166,536  

CELEBRATION OF PUBLIC EVENTS O/E                1,050  

  UTILITY EXPENSES & BULK PURCHASES               

 GAS & ELECTRIC                                  66,465  

TELEPHONES                                      13,784  

WATER                                           58,249  

BERGEN COUNTY UTILITIES AUTHORITY O/E           169,945  

GASOLINE                                        23,100  

RECYCLING TAX                                   3,675  

  PUBLIC EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT SYSTEM              52,500  

SOCIAL SECURITY TAXES                           45,938  

DCRP                                            2,363  

POLICE & FIREMAN'S RETIREMENT                   342,013  

  PISTOL RANGE                                    585  

  MUNICIPAL COURT S&W                             19,653  

MUNICIPAL COURT O/E                             10,640  

  PUBLIC DEFENDER - SALARY & WAGES                1,103  

  CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND 13,125  

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT TO LIBRARY 110,000 

BOND PRINCIPAL                                  410,000 

BOND INTEREST                                   91,563 

INTEREST OF NOTES                               3,000 

  Total $3,765,813 
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  Note: the allowable 2015 temporary appropriation is $3,794,253. 

BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Introduced Official Budget when so approved shall serve as the 2015 

Temporary Budget until the annual budget is adopted pursuant to N.J.S.A 40A:4-19.1, because the Director of 

the Division of Local Government Services has extended the budget adoption date pursuant to N.J.S.A. 

40A:4-5.1. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, hat the swimming pool utility temporary budget shall be as follows: 

   Salaries and Wages:  $88,042. 

   Other Expenses:  $94,684. 

Motion to approve by Council Member Looes, second by Council President Pizzella. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTARIES: 

Council Member Looes thanked John Stepe and Timber Tree for donating the loader while the Fire 

Department was cleaning out the fire hydrants. It helped the work to proceed more quickly. She cautioned 

everyone to stay safe, because it is very slippery outside. 

 

Council Member DeRosa mentioned that the local board of education has extended the time to fill its 

vacancies. There are two positions open on the Board of Education. Candidates have been interviewed for 

the first position, and the Board Members think they might not have gotten as many responses as they 

wanted, so they hope to choose someone by the end of next week for that position. They are still accepting 

letters for the second position, and anyone who is interested should contact the Board of Education. In 

addition, Council Member DeRosa attended his first Pascack Valley Regional Board of Education meeting, 

although Council President Pizzella’s liaison with the regional Board of Education. The regional Board of 

Education reported on its three-year self-assessment regarding HIB, the harassment, intimidation, and 

bullying law. Over the past three years, the number of reported incidents has been cut in half. The Pascack 

Valley spring musical is “Anything Goes” from March 19-21. Stonybrook Pool sent out a survey to 

members who chose not to renew their membership, asking why they did not renew. He, Council Member 

Ruocco, and Council Member Looes attended an orientation on Saturday given by the Bergen County 

League of Municipalities for newly-elected officials. It covered budgets, procurement, Labor Relations, 

ethics, and the role of the officials with the professional staff. 

 

Council Member Meyerson also thanked Bergen County for helping out with snow removal. This is exactly 

what County government does, and they did it very well, and in record time. He also thanked Ms. Witkowski 

and Mr. Madaio or putting the deal together and getting this job done in a matter of a couple of hours. 

 

Council Member Ruocco mentioned that the seniors will have their lunch tomorrow at St. John’s at 11:30 

AM. Council Member Ruocco will be helping to serve, and he encouraged all seniors to attend. The senior 

van is currently working. Mayor Arnowitz asked if the driver had been found, and Ms. Witkowski said 

someone is providing that service. In addition, Mr. Ward has agreed to be the backup driver. Council 

Member Ruocco continued by saying that progress is being made on some interviews with the various 

departments for budgetary purposes; four are scheduled for tomorrow with the Finance Committee and OEM, 

the Construction Department, the Police Department, and the Planning Board. Council Member Ruocco also 

echoed the appreciation expressed for the Ambulance Corps. Several weeks ago, they assisted one of 

Council Member Ruocco’s neighbors late at night, and they were very professional. He also mentioned the 

seminar he attended with Council Member DeRosa and Council Member Looes on Saturday, which was a 

very good orientation. Council Member Ruocco said he was surprised to find that the State has passed a 

change in the budget law requiring the budget to be user-friendly, in addition to the normal budget 

submission that is made. Council Member Ruocco thinks that is a good thing for residents if it will allow 

them to understand how the money is obtained and spent. 

 

Council President Pizzella thanked all of the Borough employees and volunteers, as well as County 

Executive Tedesco and Freeholder Zur and Council Members Looes and Meyerson for their efforts in 

getting the additional plow. He reminded everyone that nothing has changed regarding the attempts by 

Woodcliff Lake to leave the district, and everyone should continue to be vigilant about that situation. It will 

have an impact on our schools and taxes if it should happen. 

 

Ms. Witkowski stated that on March 3, at the next Borough Council meeting, Hillsdale will be hosting an 

elected officials session given by the JIF that was done in Atlantic City for Council people and other elected 
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officials. It will start at 6:00 PM, with refreshments served. Municipalities that participate can get a $250 

credit toward the town’s insurance premiums. She also mentioned a discussion of the lighting at Broadway 

and Park Avenue. After speaking to Butch Franklin at the OEM, the fixtures are special ones, with special 

bulbs that cannot be changed. The bulbs and shields are single units, and Mr. Franklin pointed out that they 

could be changed using FEMA money.  PSE&G can put a light on the corner with an extended arm, 

although it will have a different lens and color, so will not be as bright, but it will light the area. The cost is 

approximately $12 per month, and they will install it. Ms. Witkowski also spoke to Lirca Garcia, Business 

Administrator of the Board of Education regarding a truck with a plow, who informed Ms. Witkowski that 

the Board of Education obtained the truck several years ago, and that they contract snow removal out for 

their parking lots. The snowplow truck that was purchased is used to plow the snow behind the schools. That 

is why Ms. Garcia said she is not willing to lend it to the Borough, because it is needed for the schools, and it 

is a small plow. In addition, Ms. Garcia said that residents have been calling the schools to complain that the 

roads are not plowed. Ms. Witkowski urged everyone to call Borough Hall for Plowing issues, because the 

schools do not have that responsibility. Borough Hall can be contacted via email and various other ways, and 

issues will be addressed. Regarding COAH, there were oral arguments on January 6, but no ruling has been 

issued. Ms. Witkowski also received a telephone call from Mr. Huntington regarding Mr. Fornazor, who is 

still inquiring about the property adjacent to his on Hillsdale Avenue. Mr. Huntington wanted to speak to the 

Borough Planner, and Ms. Witkowski directed him to Darlene Greene, the COAH person in Hillsdale, who 

could explain it better than Ms. Witkowski could. Ms. Greene explained to Mr. Huntington that it is still 

COAH property and has not been rezoned, and there are other restrictions on it. Mayor Arnowitz pointed out 

that the decision is for the Council to make whether to pursue it, and the Council Members were not 

interested. Mayor Arnowitz and Council Member Meyerson were quite positive that the Borough Council 

voted against that. 

 

Election packets will be given out shortly; hopefully, by the end of next week. Ms. Witkowski also looked 

into contracting with a transcription service after all the discussion about minutes, and the service she spoke 

to is also used by the Court Administrator. As an example, for a three-hour meeting, they do a page per 

minute, for approximately 180 minutes, averaging 25 lines per page, at $6.50 per page. The minutes would 

be provided in court format, which is different from what is currently used. The firm would provide an 

original and two copies, and it would take approximately 2½-3 weeks to turn the minutes around, depending 

on how busy the firm is. That is longer than the current transcriptionist. Mayor Arnowitz asked what the 

current fee for the minutes is. Ms. Witkowski said that the current transcriptionist charges $3 per page. 

Mayor Arnowitz pointed out that would double the cost, and Ms. Witkowski added that it would also be 

more pages. She also pointed out that current transcriptionist worked from May-December 2014, and the 

cost was under $600. Ms. Witkowski stated that if the Council Members wanted to go with a transcription 

service, it would have to be budgeted. 

 

Council Member Ruocco asked question about elections, noting that some residents asked whether it would 

be better if the Borough consolidates polling locations. Currently, elections are held in three locations, and 

some people wonder if it would be more cost-effective to consolidate into one location. Mayor Arnowitz 

responded that that had been discussed in the past, and the chairs of the two political parties in Hillsdale did 

not support that. One of the benefits to having three locations is that security of the schools is paid for by the 

schools, and police officers must be at the polling booths while they are open. Mr. Pfeifer, the facilities 

manager at George White School, said he could accommodate all three polling locations there, but the 

subject was dropped when the political chairs did not support it. Council Member Ruocco pointed out that 

the borough would save money by consolidating, and Mayor Arnowitz noted that the schools would save 

money on security. The Borough would not necessarily save money, because the same number of polling 

workers would still be required. Council Member Meyerson pointed out that low voter turnout is an issue 

now, and making people drive across town to vote will reduce it further. That is why municipalities and 

political chairs do not support it. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz cautioned everyone to be careful as they leave, because the street could be slippery. He also 

mentioned that Hillsdale is still seeking a permanent CFO. Advertisements have in place for a full-time and 

part-time CFO, and anyone who wishes to apply should send his/her résumé to Ms. Witkowski. 

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION: @9:20 PM 

R15064 To provide for a meeting not open to the public in accordance with the provisions of the New Jersey 

Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-12. 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale is subject to certain requirements of the Open 

Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq; and 
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WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 provides that an Executive Session not open to 

the public may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale to discuss in a session not 

open to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b) and 

designated below: 

__ (1) Matters required by law to be confidential. 

__ (2) Matters where the release of information would impair the right to receive funds. 

__ (3) Matters involving individual privacy. 

__ (4) Matters relating to collective bargaining agreements 

__ (5) Matters relating to the purchase, lease or acquisition of real property or the investment of public 

           funds. 

__ (6) Matters relating to public safety and property. 

X  (7) Matters relating to litigation, negotiations and the attorney-client privilege-grievance DPW 

__ (8) Matters relating to the employment relationship 

__ (9) Matters relating to the potential imposition of a penalty. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale assembled in public 

session this date that an Executive Session closed to the public be and the same is hereby authorized for 

discussion of matters relating to the specified items designated above.  It is anticipated that the deliberations 

conducted in closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the Borough Council 

that the public interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality. 

Motion to adjourn to closed session made by Council President Pizzella, second by Council Member Looes. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING: @9:41 PM  

Motion to reconvene regular session was made by Council MemberMeyerson, Second by Council Member 

Looes, and unanimously carried. 

 

Borough  Attorney Madaio said  let  the  record  reflect  all  members   of  the  governing   body  were 

present  for commencement  of the executive session and are present for the recommencement  of the open 

session, as well as the Borough Clerk/Borough Administrator and the Borough Attorney.  

 

There was a discussion about a grievance filed by the DPW workers under the collective bargaining 

agreement. The grievance posed the question about whether the Borough is obligated to only hire new hires 

at the “entry-level” or step one of the scale. The grievance was originally taken to Ms. Witkowski, as 

provided by the agreement, who made the determination that the agreement had no basis, and that the 

Borough is permitted to hire any employee at any level. That was appealed to the Borough Council, who 

reviewed the record and had some discussions about it, and concluded their deliberations on the issue of the 

grievance. Adoption of a resolution memorializing their determination on this grievance would be 

appropriate at this time.  

 

Motion to affirm the determination of the initial hearing conducted by the Borough Administrator by 

Council Member Meyerson, second by Council Member Looes. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

Borough Attorney Madaio stated that, he received a letter from Mr. Jacobs, representing Mr. Gassib, who 

offered to donate his property to the Borough. Mr. Madaio asked Mr. Jacobs to confirm that the Borough is 

authorized to go on the property to undertake due diligence inspections. Mr. Gassib agreed to that in writing, 

and Mr. Madaio a document package to the JIF to conduct the environmental survey. 
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Mr. Madaio mentioned that another resolution is necessary to authorize the Borough to enter into an 

agreement with the County for the Ford F750 truck. 

 

Motion to authorize the shared service agreement with the County to borrow one Ford F750 truck with plow, 

with approximately 20,000 miles, for use by the borough for as long as the County will allow, by Council 

Member Looes, second by Council Member Ruocco. 

The Borough is authorized to use the truck for a period of six months. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  @9:46 PM 

Motion to adjourn was made by Council Member Looes, second by Council Member DeRosa. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeRosa, Looes, Meyerson, Ruocco, and Council President Pizzella 

Absent: Council Member DeGise 

 

 
 
 
 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE 

TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2015 ~ BEGINNING AT 7:30 PM 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Susan Witkowski, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS PRESENTED 

MARCH 10, 2015 

 

_________________________________ 

Susan Witkowski, Municipal Clerk 
 

 
 


