BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE
RESOLUTION 17223

RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE PLACEMENT OF A NON-BINDING REFERENDUM ON
THE OFFICIAL BALLOT FOR THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTION OF NOVEMBER 7, 2017
HALTING BUILDING AND ZONING PERMITS PER SOVEREIGN MUNICIPAL RIGHTS
CONSISTENT WITH LEGISLATIVE INTENT PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40:55D-2, THE NEW
JERSEY MUNICIPAL LAND USE LAW

WHEREAS, the (governing body) of the Borough of Hillsdale recognizes the high cost of living
in New Jersey is restrictive and burdensome for many residents of this state; and

WHEREAS, there is ample housing supply in the state, and the lack of affordable housing is due
to the legislature’s failure to bring down the cost of living and provide a solution; and

WHEREAS,/ the state legislature’s failure to address this issue has led to court-mandated high-
density affordable housing that violates the legislature’s intent pursuant to N.J.S.A 40:55D-2, cailed the
Municipal Land Use Law; and

WHEREAS, Article IV, Section 6, Paragraph 2 of the New Jersey State Constitution specifically

delegates municipal zoning powers to the legislature, which intent is clear pursuant to N.J.S.A 40:55D-
2; and

WHEREAS, the courts of this state have usurped legislative prerogative and lack constitutional
authority to impose housing development mandates, and court-mandated housing violates the clear
intent of the Municipal Land Use Law; and

WHEREAS, court-mandated housing developments interfere with municipal promotion of the
establishment of appropriate population densities and concentrations that will contribute to the well-
being of persons, neighborhoods, communities and regions and preservation of the environment; and

WHEREAS, court-mandated housing developments could over-stress municipal, county,
regional and state infrastructure, public services, and increase student population that cannot be
effectively accommodated, leading to exponential property tax increases, thereby increasing the cost of
living and defeating the purpose of affordable housing; and

WHEREAS, increasing the local cost of living on current residents does not promote the public
health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the Borough of Hillsdale voters; and

WHEREAS, the construction of new developments may not be consistent with population
increases, thereby leaving vacancies and distorting the local housing market, damaging this
municipality’s general welfare; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale does not intend to be exclusionary, but to act in the best
interest of voters; and




WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale desires to ascertain the public
opinion of the Borough’s voters regarding the effects of building large-scale affordable housing; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale desires to submit to the voters
of the Borough, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:37-1, a nonbinding referendum to ascertain public opinion on
housing development within the Borough of Hillsdale; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale may exercise rights pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1 to halt any development that does not promote the public health, safety, morals, and
general welfare of the voters of the Borough of Hillsdale.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of
the Borough of Hillsdale that the Borough of Hillsdale hereby requests the Bergen County Clerk of
Elections to place, on the official ballot to be used in the next General Election to be held on November
7, 2016, the following question:

BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE QUESTION #1

Should the Borough of Hillsdale stop issuing building and zoning permits, which may be court
mandated, until the state legislature establishes statewide rules determining a reasonable need for towns
to construct affordable housing?

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Municipalities across the state have been sued by a private organization in support of building affordable
housing that is not in demand; leading to large developments that often require up to four-times more
housing than believed necessary. The New Jersey Supreme Court has ruled against municipalities,
leading to the construction of high-density housing and sprawl that diminishes public resources and
increases property taxes.

This ballot question grants this municipality the power to stop issuing building and zoning permits as
mandated by Court rulings until the legislature enacts law to relieve municipalities of this unnecessary
burden and which may not be in the best interest of residents.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to each
of the following parties:

1. Bergen County Clerk of Elections;
2. Bergen County Board of Elections; and
3. Whoever else we want.
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