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Council Regular Meeting 

February 11, 2014 

 

Minutes of a Council Meeting of the Borough of Hillsdale held at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, February 11, 2014, in 

the Council Chamber, Borough of Hillsdale, Hillsdale, New Jersey. 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Arnowitz who also led the Salute to the Flag. 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT:   

This is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 11
TH

 day of February 2014.  Notice of the time and 

place of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News, Pascack Press, The Record and Community 

Life; a copy was posted on the bulletin board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested 

parties. 

Please notify the Municipal Clerk for any disability requirements necessary for attendance at Mayor and 

Council meetings.  The fire exits are located through the double doors to your left.   Please silence all cell 

phones and pagers. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present were: Council Members DeGise, Frank, Kelley, Looes, Meyerson, Pizzella.  Also in attendance were   

Mayor Arnowitz, Borough Attorney Bernstein, and Borough Clerk Witkowski 

 

APPOINTMENTS:  
 

Mayor’s Appointment: 

Insurance Fund Commissioner Chrisoula Looes Term Expires:  December 31, 2014 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

Mayor Arnowitz referred to Correspondence C1 Letter dated February 4, 2014, resignation of Kimberly 

Hampton-Saul from the Hillsdale Board of Health effective immediately. 

 

Motion to accept letter of resignation by Council Member Kelley, Seconded by Council Member Looes, and 

unanimously carried. 

 

APPOINTMENTS: 

 

Council Appointment: 

Board of Health Member Louisa Toleda 

(replace Ann Deutsch) 

Unexpired Term Expires: 

December 31, 2015 
 

Motion by Council Member Frank, Second by Council Member Kelley, and unanimously carried. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz appointed Elaine Meyerson to the unexpired term replacing Kimberly Hampton-Saul expiring 

December 31, 2016. 

 

Motion by Council Member Frank, Second by Council Member Kelley, unanimously carried. 

 

Council Appointment: 

Board of Health Member Elaine Meyerson 

(replace Kim Hampton-Saul) 

Unexpired Term Expires: 

December 31, 2015 

 

Mayor Arnowitz said this is Council Member Meyerson’s wife and there is no reason why she cannot be 

appointed to this Board. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members DeGise, Frank, Looes, Pizzella and Kelley 

Nays:  None 

Abstain:  Council Member Meyerson 

 

OATH OF OFFICE: none 

                        

PROCLAMATIONS: none 

 

PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITION:  

Mark Durst, Department of Public Works~40 years of service    Mayor Max Arnowitz 
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Mayor Arnowitz said Mark Durst put in a long time in the Borough.  Mark worked in the DPW for 40 years and 

prior to the DPW we have now he was in Sanitation and headed that for many years.  When we outsourced 

Sanitation he came back into the regular DPW.  When you see the sweeper go by, that is Mark.  He said he was 

very pleased to give Mark an award for 40 years of well-deserved service.  He thanked him for his service and 

is looking for more service.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
Sine Die Meeting January 5, 2014;  Reorganization Meeting January 5, 2014; Special Meeting January 10, 

2014; Regular Meeting January 23, 2014 

 

Motion by Council Member Kelley, Second by Council Member Meyerson, and unanimously carried. 

 

Closed Session Meeting of January 23, 2013 

 

Motion by Council Member Kelley, Second by Council Member DeGise.  

Councilmembers DeGise, Looes, Meyerson, Pizzella, and Kelley approved.  Councilmember Frank voted  

 

PROFESSIONALS REPORT: 

Borough Engineer – dated January 28, 2014 

 

MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORTS: (The following correspondence on file in Borough Clerks Office) 

Ambulance Corp- 

Construction Department- 

DPW- 

Fire Department-Summary Year 2013 

Board of Health-January 2014 

Hillsdale Library- 

Police- 

Recreation/Stonybrook- 

 

Motion to receipt and file all reports by Council Member Frank, Second by Council Member Looes, and 

unanimously carried.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Council Member DeGise said there is a recommendation from the interim Superintendent that we look for 

additional snow plowing help when needed.  Bids went out in November and are still valid; there was a slight 

price increase on the low bid but it is under the 20%.  The Borough Attorney reviewed it; we requested Downes 

Tree Service to come in and we have requested one salt truck and one truck to come in and plow the west side 

of town starting immediately pending approval of this.  If this is passed tonight, they will be in town tomorrow 

to pick up their route and review the route.  Their foreman will be working here and it is on an as needed basis 

and paid per hour, the smaller truck at $140/hour and the larger truck $180/hour.    They don’t supply the salt, 

Hillsdale supplies the salt.  They provide fuel.  The insurance will be faxed tomorrow morning along with the 

purchase order.  The Hold Harmless will also be sent with the insurance.   

 

Council Member Frank asked which roads will be done on the west side of town. 

 

Council Member DeGise said they won’t do Pascack Road but will do everything west of Pascack Road.  They 

will start on Hillsdale Avenue and work the mains then the secondaries and then the side streets; whatever 

county roads up there they will do.  We are not pre-salting; if we need a pre-treatment there because of the 

traffic the DPW will be called out.   

 

Council Member Pizzella asked if there is enough in the budget to cover this. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz said the budget is not set.  The Finance Chairman is in favor of this.  We will offset some of 

these costs by the part-timers that will be hired, possibly overtime in the DPW when they get into the longer 

hour cycles.  The reason this is being rushed is because we are expecting a big storm on Thursday, one of our 

men was injured in an accident today while working.  He hurt his back and riding in one of those trucks when 

you have a back injury is not a pleasant experience.  It is day by day with that individual.  We made a decision 

today and had this on the agenda.  If we had not had a meeting scheduled tonight, he would have called the 

Council to go ahead with this, time is of the essence.   

 

Council Member Meyerson said Council Member DeGise did some research on the financing of this. 

 

Council Member DeGise said it will cost about $135/hour to run the truck, overtime hours roughly with a 

person in the truck, the differential that we are spending is not tremendous.  The budget has not been struck but 

we have $46,000 in the snow trust account.  He doesn’t plan tapping into it but we do have it there if we need 
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to.  Our eighth storm is coming upon us and two ice storms and they must have been out 15 or 16 times salting 

already.  The men are doing a great job; we did speak to the shop steward and they are all in agreement that they 

need some help at this time and that is the area they need help.   

 

Council Member Pizzella said he received quite a few complaints via email about the plowing. 

 

Council Member DeGise said the last storm got ahead of us which was a very difficult storm and there was a 

tremendous amount of weight on the trucks and equipment.  By 4:30PM that afternoon we caught up with the 

roads, it was a very, very difficult storm.  There were many cars parked on the street and we had many meetings 

this week about that. 

 

Council Member Pizzella asked if he thought this would help out.   

 

Mayor Arnowitz said as far as the condition of Hillsdale last week he will address that.  He held a meeting with 

all the Department Heads, Council Member DeGise, DPW Liaison and Superintendent was there.  Council 

Member Kelley was there; we addressed everything in a very open and very direct manner and he is sure 

everything has been addressed.   One of the big problems is that we ran out of salt.  Between the Mayor and the 

Administrator within one half hour of the meeting, we were able to guarantee 25 tons of salt this morning which 

was picked up and we were supposed to receive another 50 tons but got 25 tons delivered and then received the 

50 tons that were promised.     He complimented Kathy Donovan’s office and the Administrator who gave us 

aid.  On December 31
st
, our shed was full to capacity and everything was used and on Monday there was 

nothing in there.  We are not done, this tonnage we received will not get us through the winter.  The Lt. 

Governor was with him today who advised that Governor Christie is working on this, there was a problem at the 

docks.  They could not advise when we will be getting salt but said we will be getting salt in the state.  With 

regard to plowing, two trucks were down and one is still down, but the backup truck will help.  Otherwise, we 

would be short one truck on the routes.   

 

Council Member Meyerson said the transmission was fixed.     

 

Council Member Pizzella asked where we are budget-wise for salt. 

 

Council Member DeGise said they owe us 22 loads and out of those loads, eight are from County for 

reimbursement for the county roads.  There is a shortage throughout the State of New Jersey and New York 

getting delivery so we are already behind.  We hired an independent trucking firm from Westwood to truck in 

grit because we can’t get that from the county, they are not releasing it; we have been mixing grit and salt to 

make it go further.  You apply the salt during the day, it re-ices at night, the standby men are out re-salting 

again and using another 25 tons.  The secondary salting on main roads, primary salting on all roads. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz said some of the things we are going to be looking at for this year, definitely for next year 

brine, pretreating the roads, calcium chloride, all of these options will require equipment and you will have to 

decide whether we can afford to buy it, can we borrow it, can we share it with someone else.     We will be 

looking at all these things so this is avoided for the future.   

 

Council Member Frank said his street is a sheet of ice, what are the plans to address that before this next storm. 

 

Council Member DeGise said it is not going to be addressed, we will put out grit in troubled areas tomorrow, 

there will be pre-salting before the storm, all primaries and secondary’s will be salted with grit and salt after this 

incoming storm.  We are hoping another 50 tons of salt will be delivered next week.   He had an updated 

weather report and we have a possible storm Friday night and another one Sunday.  Secondaries are going to 

remain slippery; we did change six plows to steel blades and with the warming temperature we can scrape some 

and plow away. 

 

Council Member Frank said there was some hard ice on the corner onto Maple as he went to the Library 

meeting but the corners are cut square and it is frozen. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz said the problem is we don’t have anywhere to put it.  He asked that some of the corners be cut 

back especially the sidewalks.   

 

Council Member Kelley said they cut corners around the schools, the library and high travel areas, but they just 

can’t get to every one of them.    

 

Council Member DeGise said we sent one truck today to get calcium chloride and the price skyrocketed.  There 

are 16 municipalities tonight that don’t have any salt for this coming storm.   

 

Mayor Arnowitz said he hopes the results of these two storms will be different but pointed out, there is no place 

to put the snow.  He said downtown the merchants need parking spaces, they took the snow to Centennial Field 
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and when that is filled, they will take snow to Stonybrook.  He complimented Council Member DeGise who 

was working on the salt problem.  He spent a lot of hours to get this moving forward. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

 

C  1 Letter dated February 4, 2014, resignation of Kimberly Hampton-Saul from the Hillsdale Board of 

Health, effective immediately 

 

Motion by Council Member Kelley,  Second by Council Member Looes, and unanimously carried. 

 

ORDINANCES:  Introduction and Adoption 

 

14-05 (Introduction):  
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 13-13 PROVIDE FOR AND DETERMINE THE RATE, 

AMOUNT AND METHOD OF PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION TO PERSONS HOLDING CERTAIN 

OFFICE AND POSITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT IN THE BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE, COUNTY OF 

BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 14-05 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 Hillsdale 

Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on March 4, 2014 and at said time and place all persons interested will be given 

an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said 

ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice of its introduction 

and of the time and place, when and where said ordinance would be considered for final passage. 

Motion by Council Member Kelley, Second by Council Member Meyerson. 

 

Council Member Frank asked why we are amending a 2013 Ordinance for the 2014 Ordinance.  He understands 

this is to allow for a position.  Why wouldn’t this just be a 2014 Ordinance?   

 

Borough Attorney Bernstein said the last salary ordinance affected the 2013 Ordinance.  The salary ordinance in 

effect would be 2012 and you would be amending a 2012 ordinance.   

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members DeGise, Frank, Looes, Meyerson, Pizzella and Council President Kelley 

Nays:  None 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS: R 14047 through 14052 

Mayor Arnowitz pulled R 14049 because we will adopt that at the March 11 meeting and pulled R 14053. 

R 14047 Appointing Community Development Representatives 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Hillsdale has entered into a 3-year Cooperative Agreement with the County of 

Bergen, Community Development Block Grant; and 

WHEREAS, under Section a-1.b of said Agreement, there is the establishment of Committees consisting of two 

representatives from each participating municipality; and 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body and the Chief Executive of each participating agency shall make one 

appointment each for the term July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014; and 

WHEREAS, alternates may be appointed in the same manner as set forth above and shall have the same powers 

in the absence of the designated representatives;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor hereby appoints: 

Susan Witkowski, RMC, as Regular CD Committee Member; and 

Douglas Frank, Councilmember, as Alternate CD Committee Member 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT THE GOVERNING Body hereby appoints: 
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Thomas Kelley, Councilmember, as Regular CD Committee Member; and 

Chrisoula Looes, Councilmember, as Alternate CD Committee Member; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that a certified copy of 

this resolution be forwarded to the County of Bergen, Community Development, One Bergen County Plaza, 4
th

 

Floor, Hackensack, NJ 07601. 

 

R 14048 Approve annual tonnage grant report and application for year 2013 

 

WHEREAS, the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act, P.L.1987, c.102, has established a recycling 

fund from which tonnage grant may be made to municipalities in order to encourage local source separation and 

recycling programs; and  

 

WHEREAS, it is the intent and the spirit of the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act to use the 

tonnage grants to develop new municipal recycling programs and to continue and to expand existing programs; 

and 

  

WHEREAS, The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection has promulgated recycling regulations to 

implement the Mandatory Source Separation and Recycling Act; and  

 

WHEREAS, the recycling regulations impose on municipalities certain requirements as a condition for applying 

for tonnage grants, including but not limited to, making and keeping accurate, verifiable records of materials 

collected and claimed by the municipality; and 

 

WHEREAS, a resolution authorizing the municipality to apply for such Recycling Tonnage Grant for calendar 

year 2013 will memorialize the commitment of the municipality to recycling and to indicate the assent of the 

Hillsdale Mayor and Council to the efforts undertaken by the municipality and the requirements contained in the 

Recycling Act and recycling regulations; and  

 

WHEREAS, such resolution should designate the individual authorized to ensure the application is properly 

completed and timely filed.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Hillsdale Mayor and Council does hereby endorses the 

submission of the Recycling Tonnage Grant application to the New Jersey Department of Environmental 

Protection and designates Keith Durie, Recycling Coordinator, to ensure that the application is properly filed; 

and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the monies received from the recycling tonnage grant be deposited in a 

dedicated recycling trust fund to be used solely for the purposes of recycling.     

 

R 14050 Award and Execute Contract for Animal Control Services 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale received two (2) quotes for animal services for the year 2014: and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator reviewed and evaluated both said quotes; and recommends an award of 

contract to: 

 

Tyco Animal Control Service 

1 Stout Lane 

Ho-Ho-Kus, New Jersey 07423 

 

In the amount of $11,880.00 for the period of January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2014. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor be authorized to execute said contract between the 

Borough of Hillsdale and Tyco Animal Control Services. 
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R 14051 Authorize and Execute lease termination agreement, Nextel of New York 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, Bergen County, New Jersey (hereinafter “Borough”) and Nextel of New 

York, Inc. (hereinafter “Nextel”), are parties to a certain Communications Site Land Lease Agreement dated 

July 29, 1998 (the “Agreement”) whereby the Borough leases to Nextel a portion of the Borough’s Property for 

a communications facility; and,  

WHEREAS, by mutual agreement, and pursuant to the terms and conditions of the aforementioned Agreement, 

Nextel and the Borough desire to terminate the Agreement; and,  

WHEREAS, a Lease Termination Agreement and General Release document has been prepared to effectuate 

the termination of the current Agreement; and,  

WHEREAS, after review and approval of the Agreement by the Borough Attorney, the Borough Council is 

desirous of executing the Lease Termination Agreement and General Release.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey, that it hereby authorizes the Mayor and Borough Clerk to execute, on behalf of the 

Borough, the Lease Termination Agreement and General Release with Nextel, effective March 21, 2014.    

 

R 14052 Appoint Municipal Housing Liaison 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale petitioned the Council on Affordable Housing 

(COAH) for substantive certification of its Housing Element and Fair Share Plan on December 23, 2008; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale’s Fair Share Plan promotes an affordable housing program pursuant to 

the Fair Housing Act (N.J.S.A. 52:27D-301, et. seq.) and COAH’s Third Round Substantive Rules (N.J.A.C. 

5:94-1, et. seq.); and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:94-7 and N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.1 et. seq., the Borough of Hillsdale is required to 

appoint a Municipal Housing Liaison for the administration of the Borough of Hillsdale’s affordable housing 

program to enforce the requirements of N.J.A.C. 5:94-7 and N.J.A.C. 5:80-26.1 et. seq.; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has amended the pertinent Chapter to provide for the appointment of a 

Municipal Housing Liaison to administer the Borough of Hillsdale’s affordable housing program. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale in the County of 

Bergen, and the State of New Jersey that Susan Witkowski is hereby appointed by the Governing Body of the 

Borough of Hillsdale as the Municipal Housing Liaison for the administration of the affordable housing 

program, pursuant to and in accordance with the Hillsdale Borough Code.  

Motion by Council Member Frank, Second by Council Member Meyerson. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Councilmember DeGise, Frank, Looes, Meyerson, Pizzella, Council President Kelley   

Nays:  None 

    

OFF-CONSENT AGENDA: R 14046 

R 14046 Payment of Bills 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that the following bills in the sum of 

$3,837,827.94 as authorized by the Department Head and approved by a Council member liaison,  be paid; and 

that the Mayor, Clerk and Chief Financial Officer be and they are hereby authorized and directed to issue 

warrants in payment of same. 
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Motion by Council Member Frank, Second by Council Member Meyerson.  

 

Mayor Arnowitz said Council Members DeGise and Kelley will not be voting for anything that pertains to the 

Fire Department when they make their vote. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

Ayes:  Councilmember DeGise, Frank, Looes, Meyerson, Pizzella, Council President Kelley   

Councilmember DeGise and Kelley voted yes except any and all Fire Department bills, which they abstained. 

 

R 14054 Emergency Temporary Budget 
     

WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-20 provides for the creation of an emergency temporary appropriation 

for said purpose; and 

 
    

WHEREAS, the total emergency temporary appropriation resolutions adopted in the year 2014 

pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 96, P.L. 1951 (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20) including this resolution 

total $57,840.00; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, (not less 

than two-thirds of all the members thereof affirmatively concurring) that in accordance with the 

provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20:  

 

Emergency temporary appropriations be and the same are hereby made in the amount of 

$57,840.00 as follows: 

CURRENT FUND   

General Government   

  Administration and Executive   

  
 

Salaries and Wages                15,000  



16 
Council Meeting ~February 11, 2014 

  Financial Administration   

  
 

Salaries and Wages                15,000  

  Insurance   

  

 

General Liability                30,000  

  
 

Unemployment                  5,300  

Public Works Functions   

  Road Repairs & Maintenance   

  
 

Salary & Wages                10,000  

Statutory Expenditures   

  Public Employees Retirement                  3,580  

  Police & Fireman's Retirement               (21,040) 

  
  

  

       $            57,840  

 

Motion by Council Member Frank, Second by Council Member Meyerson. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz pointed out that until a budget is established by the Borough and approved by the state, we 

have to continue doing emergency temporary budgets.   This is the normal process. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Councilmember  DeGise, Frank, Looes, Meyerson, Pizzella, Council President Kelley   

Nays:  None 

 

Mayor Arnowitz invited John Beatty of the Ambulance Corps to address the Council. 

He provided the monthly report for service calls: there were 111 requests for ambulance of those 111, 44 were 

mutual aid to towns; of those 111, 33 medical emergencies, 25 traumas, 10 vehicle accidents, 15 medical 

assistance, 8 transport, 4 psych calls, 7 transportations, 2 fire, one was a working fire and we cancelled 7.  We 

received mutual aid 13 times so we actually handled 98 calls last month which surpassed our top number by 

about 15.  He thanked all the members and especially those who are now back in college.  For the month of 

January, our dispatch time to our ambulances responding was for 85 calls which were 6 minutes average in 

service.  Our dispatch is 9 minutes for all 98 calls, we spent 244 man hours on call, actual 9-1-1 calls and 

another 1,594 scheduled hours of duty for all of our members combined.  We recently had three members 

graduate from the EMT in Paramus, two members already took the State of New Jersey EMT test and passed, 

one to go and congratulated them.  We have five new members enrolled in EMT for the spring, three are Cadets 

in high school and two adults.  This is our 60
th

 anniversary year so we will be doing things in our community.  

We have a Facebook page up and running and have a lot of people on that.  We just purchased new CPR 

training so we can do more community CPR classes. 

 

Council Member Kelley said we are the most pro-active association around.  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

John Ruocco, 25 Riverdale Street 

He said there is an article in Community Life that raised questions about the DPW Acting-Superintendent.  Are 

we moving to replace this individual? 

 

Mayor Arnowitz said Keith Durie who was our Superintendent is technically still our Superintendent because of 

terminal leave and he is on the payroll with the title of Superintendent until the end of May.  You have to 

appoint an Acting-Superintendent to replace him.  We are in the process of looking how we are going to replace 

him and by June 1
st
, we should have someone replacing him.  The person there now is temporary.   

 

Mr. Ruocco (Contd). 

He is curious what policy the borough uses to vet someone, making the replacement to Keith’s position.  In a 

general way, does the borough have a policy in place that directs how to go about filling this position.   
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Mayor Arnowitz said there is a procedure of who does interviews, vetting is part of the borough handbook.  The 

Personnel Committee interviews the person, the background is looked into, his resume is reviewed, and 

references are contacted.  The entire Council must vote on the management positions to bring them in.  If they 

so choose, they meet with the person and before they hire they interview him at a public meeting, but Closed 

Session, and then a decision who to hire will be made by the majority.  The Personnel Committee gets the 

resumes, perhaps interview 10 or 15 people, screen them, and perhaps bring three or four people before the 

Council and then the full Council makes the decision.    

 

Elizabeth Ward, 47 E. Liberty Avenue – 

She was curious as to the budget process, when the draft budget is ready and available to the public for review, 

after that there is a public comment period.  When is the deadline to present it to Trenton? 

 

Mayor Arnowitz said the deadline is the second week in February but that is extendable.  With all of these 

storms we have had he believed it will be extended because of expenses.  As far as our process, he was 

informed tonight by the Administrator that they are having a Finance Committee tomorrow night in which they 

should be finishing their process where three Council Members, Council Members DeGise, Frank and 

Meyerson, who is the Chair, will then have the books with all of the numbers.  Then we will have a full Council 

to review.  Council Member Meyerson and the Mayor discussed this and we will have a separate meeting for 

the public to come, the budget will be available for review and public comment will be taken at that time and 

then the budget will be adopted.    

 

Ms. Ward (Contd). 

The Finance Committee meets, the Council meets, and then the public has the opportunity to speak. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz said it might take more than one meeting for the full Council.  No one on Council other than 

the Finance Committee has seen the budget; because of an absentee on Friday, he attended but other than those 

three departments, he hasn’t seen the budget.  Once it is all done, we will all see it.   

 

Council Member Meyerson said no one has seen the budget yet.    We have had several Finance Committee 

meetings over the last several weeks and the department heads come in with their proposed budgets.  Once we 

get through each line item with the department heads, at that point we sit with our CFO and put together a book 

to see what the entire thing looks like; then bring the revenue piece and put together the entire budget book.  

Once we do that, you will be able to see a larger picture and we bring it to the Council and there are debates and 

discussions with the Council which will be in public, then our presentations.   

 

Ms. Ward (Contd). 

You mentioned department heads, DPW, have their salaries been settled. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz said that is on the agenda for tonight for approval.  When we have the full Council review the 

budget, that is a public meeting, and there is always public comment.  The budget itself won’t be available to 

the public because it won’t be done.   

 

Mayor Arnowitz closed the meeting to the public.           

 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTARIES: 

 

Council Member DeGise said we have impending snow storms.  We had no salt and thanked the Mayor for his 

help the last few days, thanked the Administrator and Acting-Superintendent and the men who are out there 

working 14 to 15 hours working endlessly.  He appreciated all the work the men do.   

 

Council Member Looes thanked Mark Durst for his 40 years of service.  She reminded the seniors that we have 

a luncheon February 19 at 11AM at St. Johns. 

 

Council Member Meyerson thanked Mark Durst for 40 years of service.  He didn’t vote for his wife tonight but 

abstained.  He thanked the Council for approving and knows that his wife will do a great job on the Board of 

Health; she is the Executive Director of Shelter our Sisters and probably Number One Domestic Violence 

expert in the State of New Jersey.   

 

Council Member Frank said he would to do some advertising for the library.  Their annual report will be out 

shortly within the next week or so.  He has talked about the programs they put in place such as the museum 

passes that are available free of charge to members; there are digital books and last month he talked about the 

digital magazine subscriptions that can be downloaded for free through the BCCLS System.  He briefly 

mentioned the Maker Space Program that they just instituted and they had a 3D printer installed and going 

through some testing where they can actually take a CAD Program, make a part, and it will actually print out 

that part in plastic and it is really amazing.  You will be hearing more about that.  There are some interesting 

statistics, the Hillsdale Library has 30% higher circulation than any library in the area; we have 6500 plus card 
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holders which is about 65% of our population in town and about 3400 are regular users.  They counted 

approximately 108,000 individual visitors to the library in 2013 and our children’s library has the highest 

circulation in 50% of BCCLS system libraries in the county.  So we have a very vibrant library and it is an 

important part of the town.  If you are ever there when school is out you will see the kids working on their 

computers doing projects and  then you realize what a critical part of the town it is.  He hoped the public will 

continue to support it.   

 

He had the privilege of interviewing a couple of combat vets as part of a project he is doing for the American 

Legion.  We are videotaping the interviews and putting them up on our website.  If you want a true definition of 

a public servant, it is some of these men and what they have gone through.  We just put up an interview with 

Marco Lovrich who is 93 years old and WWII Vet, served and fought in New Guinea and the Philippines.  An 

interesting story, Marco is a native of Croatia and came here when he was 15, he was drafted even when he 

wasn’t an American citizen into the Army and fought for our country.  He was shot in the neck in battle fighting 

the Japanese in the Philippines; it is a great story, he has a Purple Heart, and recommended that you go to the 

American Legion website and look under interviews and listen to his story.  These are the kinds of heroes that 

live amongst us.  He interviewed Randy Drisgula, a former Council Member, and Randy was a Marine Corps 

Helicopter Pilot in Viet Nam and he talks about his missions and the things he saw over there.  He flew in 1967 

and 1968 and thanks to Jay Campbell who videoed and put together the interview with Marco.  Zoltan Horvath  

videoed for Randy Drisgula.  He recommended the website, American Legion Post 162.org and these are people 

who live in our community and did a lot for our country.    

 

Council Member Pizzella said he receives a lot of emails, some complaints, some asking questions.  He 

encouraged the residents to come to the town meetings and speak up, giving your opinions, tell us of your 

concerns.  It is much more effective when you are here and ensures that your concerns will be addressed.  He 

wished everyone a safe travel home.     

 

Council Member Kelley said he is being repetitive but with every storm it becomes more important to patrol 

your neighborhoods, find the fire hydrants and dig them out.  We had two Cadets and Captain went out on 

Sunday and spent several hours digging out hydrants.  There are still a lot remaining; some hydrants had only 

the top visible and when seconds count, it matters.  He thanked the Captain of the Ambulance Corps who put on 

his Ambulance Corps website make sure we have access to the fire hydrants.  With the storm coming, it will 

only make matters worse.  The ones that are buried now will be buried still further, so dig them out now.  He 

asked that residents check on their neighbors who are elderly and sick and see if they are in need of anything.    

 

Mayor Arnowitz in conjunction with Council Members and the Administrator gave an update on what happened 

in the last storm.  He received many phone calls from residents, emails from residents and they were not happy 

and neither was he happy.  Our streets were in very poor shape, a myriad of problems from equipment, lack of 

salt; the bottom line was on Monday afternoon he had a meeting and he hoped we addressed everything in an 

open and non-argumentative way and worked towards a solution to our problems.  We looked at every 

conceivable way of handling the results of the prior storm and what we could do with the future storms that 

were coming.  Some things can be taken care of, some can’t.  He asked that drivers drive slower, don’t park in 

the streets during a snow storm.  He spoke of erecting a No Parking Snow Storm Emergency Sign; we have 

limited crews plowing and every time they have to go around a car they have to slow down and that slows down 

the process.  It leaves snow that remains and freezes and if the car moves, it makes it that much more difficult.  

In some instances we will issue the signs.  Another annoying factor is we have nowhere to put the snow, we do 

not haul it away, it stays on the streets and with each storm the streets become narrower.  Use common sense, 

the other day he had bus parked on his street and two cars, one going north and one going south, and neither 

would move and they argued for five minutes as to who would back up and who wouldn’t back up.  Be aware of 

your surrounding; it is important to pick up the kids and go to Ronnie’s Bagels and pick up a bagel.  It is 

dangerous out there especially Broadway and when you open your car door you are getting out into traffic.  

Some people don’t see you, someone might be in a rush; today one of our DPW workers trying to do his job 

was rear-ended because someone was in a rush or on the cell phone or doing something in their car and he 

sustained an injury and now he has a problem because someone wasn’t aware of what is going on.  He was 

trying to do his job to the best of his ability.  Please slow down. 

 

The bottom line is the buck stops here, I am the Mayor of this town and I take full responsibility for what 

happens but while I apologize for last time hopefully we will be better next time, we won’t have the problems.  

Between the Administrator and myself we had salt delivered today so we will get through this storm.  I have 

already started working on future storms and working on other alternatives for snow.   

 

Secondly he has been asking for this for a long time, police are enforcing sidewalk shoveling.  You have to 

shovel your sidewalk within 24 hours of a snow storm and don’t shovel it into the street because the plows are 

not coming back to plow it again.  One problem is landscapers who are plowing driveways after our men have 

gone through and the next thing people are calling me.  He went out and found a sheet of ice in front of the 

house and he could see the plow lines going from their driveway across the street to their neighbor’s house.   

We will not keep plowing streets because you are doing your driveway, keep the snow on your property as we 

have nowhere to put the snow.  Shovel your sidewalks or you will get a ticket.   
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Lastly, he congratulated Council Member Frank, he is a grandfather for the first time.   

 

Municipal Clerk Witkowski received a phone call this afternoon from AT&T; they will have a balloon flying 

150 feet over the DPW, they will be taking pictures and make a presentation.   

 

She received a phone call from the Fire Chief today and he asked if we would consider as a town putting out a 

small emergency services reverse 9-1-1 such as clearing your sidewalks, shovel out the fire hydrants, the storm 

is coming so move all vehicles out of the roadway for emergency vehicles to get through.  If possible stay 

indoors and listen to the local news and be alert if the storm is dangerous.   The main thing is do not call 9-1-1 if 

your power is out; that is only used in an emergency.   

 

Mayor Arnowitz said you can do that on email.  He asked the feeling of the Council.   

 

Council Member DeGise said there are guidelines that the County provided indicating what we are not allowed 

to do. 

 

Municipal Clerk Witkowski said one is sponsored by Verizon, we can’t do that one.  We have the other one we 

use for the garbage and that does have a small fee to go with it, a couple hundred dollars.   

 

Council Member Frank believed we should do it.   

 

Council Member Meyerson said he had a question on it.  He was watching after the last storm at about 2:30 in 

the afternoon at Starbucks and watched the plows go down the street and they had an impossible task and it was 

a tough storm and we got a little behind.  As a result we had our plows out and you could see the cars parked on 

the street were impeding the plows.  Do we have a policy with respect to declaring streets on certain days, storm 

emergency streets and no one can park there?   

 

Mayor Arnowitz said that was addressed by both Council Member DeGise and myself with the Chief and 

Administrator who all were in favor of it.  The problem is enforcing because people park there just running in 

for a bagel, just running in to pick up their children. 

 

Council Member Meyerson said I sat in that chair for six years and I sat in that one for five more and I heard 

that every time someone got a ticket for parking in a fire zone. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz said he understands that, he is just relating to you what the Police Chief says.  Yes, he can 

declare a State of Emergency, we have that power.  The Police Chief did not feel it was a viable solution. 

 

Council Member Kelley said the biggest problem is we can only have two men on the road and sometimes three 

but in a storm, officers running from accident to accident. 

 

Council Member Meyerson said he understands that but why not put the signs up?   We have them, I have seen 

them, No Parking, Snow Emergency. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz said if you put a sign up you have to enforce it. 

 

Council Member Meyerson said he understands that but it will keep a number of cars out of the road. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz said you are the police liaison, talk to the Chief.  I will issue the edict, I am in favor of it.  

Council Member Kelley was there also and he was in favor of it.  Council Member DeGise was in favor of it, 

the Administrator was the one who recommended it to me.   

 

Council Member Pizzella said what the Chief is saying it becomes difficult for them to enforce, it doesn’t mean 

we shouldn’t do it.  It is a deterrent for people.   

 

Council Member Meyerson said he realizes it affects some of the businesses there but I think that is part of the 

problem, the plows can’t get through legitimately.   

 

Council Member Pizzella said it affects the businesses worse the next day when you have a mound of snow. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz said we send in the people at 4AM and 5AM to clear that.  We are really catering as best as 

possible to our merchants but talk to the Chief, you are the liaison, he will issue the edict or the Administrator, 

either one of us can do it.  If DPW people are not plowing he will have them do it. 

 

Council Member Meyerson asked if we have streets designated that way. 
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Mayor Arnowitz said no, we do it on any street that you want.  Any street that you deem is necessary, the 

obvious streets would be Broadway and Hillsdale Avenue, but any street the Chief feels requires it, for example, 

around the nursery school at the Methodist Church.  He might feel that he wants to keep the people at Magnolia 

safe, we can do any street. 

 

Council Member Meyerson said as far as enforcement, it doesn’t take a lot of tickets for people not to park there 

for the next storm.  He asked if he has the permission of the Council to speak to the Chief and indicate this is 

what the Council wants to do.   

 

Mayor Arnowitz said the Mayor and two Council people are very strong about it.  He said he would personally 

put the signs out if that is what it takes because it will make our streets safer.      

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION:    @8:31 p.m. 

 

R 14055 To provide for a meeting not open to the public in accordance with the provisions of the New Jersey 

Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-12   It is necessary for the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Hillsdale to discuss in session not open to the public certain items relating to the matters relating to the item or 

items authorized by N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 or matters relating to bargaining units DPW still open.  Matters relating to 

the employment relationship personnel Interim Borough Administrator.  Action may be taken. 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale is subject to certain requirements of the Open 

Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq; and 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 provides that an Executive Session not open to 

the public may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough of Council of the Borough of Hillsdale to discuss in a session not 

open to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b) and designated 

below: 

__ (1) Matters required by law to be confidential. 

__ (2) Matters where the release of information would impair the right to receive funds. 

__ (3) Matters involving individual privacy. 

__ (4) Matters relating to collective bargaining agreements.  

__ (5) Matters relating to the purchase, lease or acquisition of real property or the investment of public 

           funds. 

__ (6) Matters relating to public safety and property. 

__ (7) Matters relating to litigation, negotiations and the attorney-client privilege  

X  (8) Matters relating to the employment relationship  Personnel 

__ (9) Matters relating to the potential imposition of a penalty. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale assembled in public 

session this date that an Executive Session closed to the public be and the same is hereby authorized for 

discussion of matters relating to the specified items designated above.  It is anticipated that the deliberations 

conducted in closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the Borough Council that 

the public interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality.     

 

Motion by Council Member Kelley, Second by Council Member Meyerson, and unanimously carried. 

 

 

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING:  @9:03 p.m. 

 

Motion to reconvene regular session by Council Member DeGise, Second by Council Member Kelley, and 

unanimously carried.  

 

Borough Attorney Bernstein said let the record reflect that all members of the governing body were present at 

commencement of the executive session and present at the recommencement of the open session as well as the 
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Borough Clerk/Interim Borough Administrator and the Borough Attorney. There was a discussion regarding the 

compensation for the Interim Borough Administrator.  She stepped out at the request of the governing body and 

the Mayor has been authorized by the Council to have a conversation with her in the next 24 hours regarding 

such.  He will get back to the Council as a result of such.  No formal action need be taken at this moment.  

There was also a discussion about the Memorandum Agreement between Teamster Local 125 and the Borough 

of Hillsdale for a new collective bargaining agreement with the DPW.  It was the recommendation of the 

Borough Attorney/Labor Counsel that the governing body adopt Resolution 14056 which is a resolution 

authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to execute the Memorandum Agreement and any subsequent collective 

bargaining agreement between parties.   

 

Mayor Arnowitz asked for a motion for approval of 14056. 

 

Motion by Council Member DeGise, Second by Council Member Pizzella. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members DeGise, Looes, Meyerson, Pizzella and Kelley 

Nays:  Council Member Frank 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  @9:05 p.m. 

 

Motion by Council Member DeGise, Second by Council Member Frank, and unanimously carried.  

 

 

   

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE 

TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2014 – 7:30 P.M. 

 


