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HILLSDALE RECREATION COMMIS6ION 

MEETING MINUTES OF May, 4, 2017 

 

 

Attendance: Dewey Burleson, John Corring, Rob Ricco, Ann Cron, Deborah Szabo, Jenna 

Szabo, David Dembrowski 

 

Rec Director: Patty Hughes  

Councilman: Anthony DeRosa  

 

Guests in attendance: 

Baseball: Abby Lundy 

Resident: Jay Weinstein 

 

Dewey called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm and Ann seconded this motion 

 

Approval of Minutes:  

Motion: Accepted by Dewey, seconded by Rob and voted to approve. 

 

Permit Approval 

Two permits brought to committee for approval. Thunder/East Coast Baseball got their permits 

approved pending scheduling with HBSA. Abby said they need to work them on field usage but 

are approved to use it. The same was said for the Garden State Surge. Right now we are charging 

50 dollars a game and 75 if the lights go on.  

Abby says she will send all updated schedules of baseball to Patty and Dewey. Dewey says he 

will try to review permits before meeting to have the information. 

 

Chairman Statement 

Dewey wants to make something happen during his term and he feels with the people on the 

commission he can make this happen.  

 

Open to Public 

Dewey opens the floor to the public early so that resident Jay Weinstein can speak. Jay says he 

noticed that there is a structure at Memorial Park not being used. He thinks this is a resource 

Hillsdale is not tapping into. He thinks it can be a commercial snack shed or food shop.  The rent 

that is charged from this building could then go to the town and maintenance of the fields. He 

spoke with business owners in Westwood to see if there was interest and they needed the details.  

Jay says it an excellent location due to sports and proximity to town. Patty doesn’t really 

understand what it will be used for, Jays says a café.  Dewey says that this field house is in the 

bigger plan and will be utilized somehow just not sure how.  Corring says other towns do have 

private snack sheds for sports, and football once even brought Big Daddy’s into the shed. Dewey 

tells Jay this will definitely be discussed going forward a plan will be made to use this space.  

 



Rec Director Topics for Presentation/Discussion:  

Camp sign up is full force; there has been a slow and steady sig up. The due date was May 5
th

 

however Patty expects a lot of late sign ups.  There is a senior lunch on the 18
th

 and beef 

stroganoff will be served.  Baseball and Softball sign up have begun as well.  In terms of the 

parade for Memorial Day, Patty is still in need of fancy cars. No other updates, parade is looking 

like it will be the same as it has in years past.  The dates for town day have been chosen, 

September 16
th

 with a rain date of September 23
rd

.  DeRosa confirms that the schools are 

available for the camps, patty confirms that they are.  The Memorial Day parade was brought up 

again. The committee is disappointed that they were unable to have any armed forces march, 

Councilman DeRosa says there is still hope that we may be able to get people from fleet week. 

Tom OReily says they can use his car service to bring back the marines to Hillsdale.  Not sure if 

there is a cost for this. The committee decides they will start working on this parade earlier in 

order to ensure they can book proper entertainment. Some people do not want the sports kids to 

march, just the boy/ girl scouts to march in parade.  Patty mentions that even the helping hand 

food pantry pulled out of parade. DeRosa will have a press release drafted to advertise the 

parade. The legion also does not want the stilts guy to come to parade. The legion will be invited 

to the July meeting to find out what they would like to see in the parade. 

 

Dewey’s Derby 

Dewey reports at the last council meeting the mayor wanted to set rules for Veterans Park.  Per 

Councilman DeRosa the parks are under the ordinance of the rec committee and everything 

should go through them. The mayor did the research and found this was correct. Dewey wants 

everything regarding the parks to come through the rec commission, this way money can be 

allocated properly versus doing smaller projects. There is a need to educate the borough 

employees that all park decisions must come through the rec commission. Patty is currently 

working with the board of health to make a fitness playground. This would entail exercise 

equipment for kids 13 and up as well as handicap equipment. Patty is working on receiving a 

grant.  

The American Legion has a grant put through to have a memorial built. They would receive 50k 

and raise 50k to have this built. The commission all votes in favor of having this memorial built.  

Dewey mentioned he looked at the demographics of Hillsdale and it seems we have a large 

number of people 25-64 but very few activities for this age group. . He wants to do something to 

attract this age group. They were thinking of doing a night swim or something at the pool.  

The Memorial Day Parade is mentioned again and it is decided that DeRosa will reach out to the 

legion to have them provide ideas for the parade next year and what they want to see. We used to 

have a committee for this parade; however it fell apart over the years. They will be invited to the 

July meeting.  

Dewey and Rob took a walk around Memorial Park and have a friend who wants to do an Eagle 

Scout project that could make a walkway. They would start with mulch.  They want to see who 

else they can get to help out with this project such as the environmental club.  

There was a discussion about the creation of a rec center again. The idea is to put this in the 

existing building by memorial field. There could be games rooms and an indoor/outdoor patio. 

There is no heat in the building at the moment however.  

Town Day is now discussed; the small committee met the other night and discussed different 

sections of town day. There will be food trucks, local business, health sections, entertainment 

and perhaps a beer truck. Waiting on the town to see if this will be OKed. There will probably 

need to be a roped off section for this. . The fire department did a fundraiser with a beer truck 

and was able to do it as long they had a roped off section. This idea was voted down for 

Halloween in Hillsdale however.  They will present to council that other towns such as Montvale 



do beer trucks.  Deborah will draft a letter looking for participants. Everyone will take a task and 

help out.  

The food trucks will not be charged this year outside the price of permit, however if successful 

next year the town will take a percentage of profit. Dewey also wants people to pay for their 

table to raise money.  Per McLaughlin all this is possible and we can block off Everdell to 

Hopper on Hillsdale Ave. Parking is a concern but they can have vendors park at Stonybrook and 

find a way over for them. 

The idea of dog themed entertainment is mentioned, such as adaptation and pictures with pets.  

Dewey knows an illustrator who can create a map for town day. This idea is questioned by most, 

as who would want to advertise on a map only being used for one day.  Deborah suggests 

coupons on the map. This will need to be discussed further after pricing is found out as well.  

The idea of a dunk tank at town day is mentioned. Possible people are mayor, coaches, teachers 

and council members. This is hoping to bring in older kids. Some other ideas to being in older 

kids are sports, water balloons, zeppoles, fried oreos, and a pitch toss.  

 

Council Comments 

DeRosa asks about the commitment of the HS liaisons. David is going to college next year and 

can join through July. Jenna will be staying and actively looking for someone to replace David. 

Needs to be a male student. Looking for sophomores so they can make a two year commitment.  

 

HSBA Comments 

Abby says there have been complaints about issues with the fields. People have been very angry 

and she is trying to put out fires. The conditions of the fields and not good and not ready to be 

played on. Abby called other towns to see what they do.  There will be people at the rec meeting 

next month to complain about this.  

 

DeRosa wants to make sure all association names are on the minutes because they must attend a 

certain amount of meetings.  He also said we need to prepare to get the next grant to it doesn’t go 

to someone else. Dewey understands and wants to have a plan in Sept to send to council in 

November.  

 

Ann says Evelyn from the seniors wants to know how much money is in the senior account for 

trips. There was a mix up on her end in regards to paying for something. Patty has spoken to her 

multiple times.  

 

 

 

Corring motions to close the meeting and seconded by Ann 

 

Meeting adjourned, 8:22 pm  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Meredith Anides 

Next meeting, June 1, 2017, 7:00pm 
 


