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 Council Regular Meeting 
November 12, 2014 

 
 

Minutes of a Council Meeting of the Borough of Hillsdale held at 7:34 PM on Wednesday, November 12, 
2014, in the Council Chamber, Borough of Hillsdale, Hillsdale, New Jersey. 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Arnowitz who also led the Salute to the Flag.  

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING  STATEMENT: 
This is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 12

th
 day of November 2014. Notice of the time 

and place of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News, Pascack Press, The Record and 
Community Life; a copy was posted on the bulletin board outside of this meeting room and provided 
to any interested parties. 

 
Please notify the Municipal Clerk for any disability requirements necessary for attendance at Mayor 

and Council meetings. The fire exits are located through the double doors to your left. Please silence 

all cell phones and pagers. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
On a roll call those in attendance were Council Members DeGise, Frank, Kelley, Looes, Meyerson and 
Pizzella. Also in attendance were Mayor Arnowitz, Borough Attorney Bernstein, and Borough 
Administrator/Borough Clerk Witkowski. 

 
APPOINTMENTS/OATHS OF OFFICE: 
Detective Sergeant Adam Hampton  
 
Chief Francaviglia introduced Detective Sergeant Hampton as part of the final movements for 
promotion. Detective Sergeant Hampton, a lifelong resident of Hillsdale, graduated from Jersey City 
University with a master’s degree in criminal justice. He is currently pursuing his master’s degree in 
homeland security at Fairleigh Dickinson University. Detective Sergeant Hampton joined the Hillsdale 
Police Department as a dispatcher and member of the Police Auxiliary in 1999, serving in that position 
until 2001, when he was hired as a full-time Police Officer. Since graduating from the Bergen County 
Police Academy, Detective Sergeant Hampton has been an extremely active member of the Police 
Department. While assigned to the Patrol Division, he received several awards and citations. He was 
also the Officer of the Year in 2008. Moreover, Detective Sergeant Hampton has been the DARE 
Officer, Attack Officer, and Information Technology Manager, and has coordinated and assisted in 
numerous community outreach programs, especially “Coffee with a Cop”. Detective Sergeant Hampton 
was assigned to the Detective Bureau in 2012, where he also served as a School Resource Officer, 
working closely with the school administration to improve the security, health, and well-being of the 
students at Pascack Valley High School. He and his wife, Erin, are the proud parents of a son, A. J.  

 

Oath of Office was administered by Mayor Arnowitz. 

 

Detective William Diedtrich 

 
Lieutenant Smith introduced William Diedtrich, who has several awards and citations. Detective 
Diedtrich joined the Hillsdale Police Department in 2004, after graduating from Rutgers University. He 
has been assigned to the Patrol Division for the past 10 years. During his tenure as a Patrol Officer, 
Detective Diedtrich was assigned to the DARE program, and delivered numerous programs within the 
school system. In addition to school programs, he began to work for the Bergen County Prosecutor’s 
Office Computer Crimes Task Force. As part of the Task Force, Detective Diedtrich was assigned to 
work cases, as well as assisting in education outreach endeavors, educating both parents and students 
County-wide. Outside of the Hillsdale Police Department, Detective Diedtrich serves as a Fire Chief in 
Park Ridge. He and his wife, Kimberly, are the proud parents of a new daughter, Avery. 

 

Oath of Office was administered by Mayor Arnowitz. 

 

RECREATION DEPARTMENT: (Mayor with advice and consent)  

Abby Lundy          Term Expiring 12/31/2015 

 
Mayor Arnowitz pointed out that the Recreation Department has not been holding meetings, and in his 
opinion, Ms. Lundy is someone who will attend meetings and help the Recreation Department move 
forward. 

 

Motion to approve by Council Member Pizzella, Second by Council Member Frank. 
Roll Call Vote: 
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Ayes:   Council Members Frank and Pizzella 
Nays: Council Members DeGise, Looes, Meyerson, and Council President Kelley 
 
This will be put on the agenda for the December 2, 2014, meeting. Council President Kelley pointed out 
that after 30 days, the Council Members can make their own nomination for this position. Borough 
Attorney Bernstein confirmed this. Mayor Arnowitz noted that he would put Ms. Lundy’s name forward 
at the December meeting, and if it is not approved, the Council Members can bring up their own 
candidate. 

 

PROCLAMATIONS: 

There were none this evening. 
 

RECOGNITION:      

There were none this evening. 
 

PRESENTATIONS:      

There were none this evening. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Work Session Meeting October 7, 2014; Public Meeting October 14, 2014. 

 
Motion to approve by Council President Kelley, Second by Council Member Frank, and unanimously 
approved. 

 
Closed Session Meeting of October 14, 2014 
Motion to approve by Council Member DeGise, second by Council Member Meyerson. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, Looes, Meyerson, and Council President Kelley 
Nays: Council Members Frank and Pizzella 

 

8:00 PM – PUBLIC HEARING ON 2014 BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE HISTORICAL 

PRESERVATION TRUST FUND GRANT APPLICATION: November 12, 2014 

R14225 Endorsing Municipal Trust Fund Application for 2014 Open Space Application – 

Saddlewood Hills Properties, Limited; a/k/a Tandy-Allen 

 

WHEREAS, the Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund 

(“County Trust Fund”), provides grants to municipal governments and to nonprofit organizations for 

assistance in the acquisition of lands for open space conservation purposes and/or outdoor recreation 

facilities; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale desires to further the public interest by obtaining a grant of 

$600,000. from the County Trust Fund to fund the following project: Tandy Woods property and, 

WHEREAS, the governing body/board has reviewed the County Trust Fund Program Statement, the County 

Program Open Space Policy and Procedures Manual, and the open space application and instructions and 

desires to make an application for such a grant and provide application information and furnish such 

documents as may be required; and, 

WHEREAS, as part of the application process, the governing body/board will hold/has held a public hearing 

on November 12, 2014 to receive comments prior to the submission of said application(s); and, 

WHEREAS, the County of Bergen shall determine whether the application is complete and in conformance 

with the scope and intent of the County Trust Fund; and, 

WHEREAS, the applicant is willing to use the County Trust Fund in accordance with such rules, regulations 

and applicable statutes, and is willing to enter into an agreement with the County of Bergen for the above 

named project(s); and 

WHEREAS, if the applicant is successful in acquiring said project through the use of a County Trust Fund 

grant, then the applicant will permanently preserve said project for open space conservation and/or outdoor 

recreation purposes though a recorded deed of easement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale: 
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1. That it is hereby authorized to submit the above completed project application to the County by this 

year’s deadline established by the County; and, 

2. That, in the event of a County Trust Fund award that may be less than the grant amount requested above, 

the applicant has, or will secure, the balance of funding necessary to complete the project; and, 

3. That the applicant agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, rules, and 

regulations in its performance of the project; and, 

4. That this resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

 

Motion to open the Public Hearing by Council President Kelley, Second by Council Member Pizzella, 

and unanimously carried.   

 

I will now open the meeting to the public. Notice of public hearing on 2014 Bergen County Open Space 

Historical Preservation Trust Fund Grant Application was advertised fifteen (15) days before the date set 

therefor, on October 27, 2014. If anyone desires to be heard regarding the application, please raise your 

hand to be recognized, come forward to the microphone, and state your name and address for the record.  

 

Kevin O’Brien, 61 Parkview Drive, asked if this open space grant was for the Tandy-Allen woods, 

because there is no specific indication of what this fund is for. Ms. Witkowski responded that it is for the 

Tandy-Allen application, as advertised. Mr. O’Brien noted that in the Closed Session meeting of April 3, 

2012, there was reference regarding another property to keeping that property, because there was value 

to the town to keep it undeveloped and untouched. Therefore, Mr. O’Brien asked the Council Members 

to consider keeping the property untouched and undeveloped, as an entire package, as opposed to 

splitting up the package and allowing three acres to be developed, with the rest of the property being 

preserved as is. Mr. O’Brien thinks it is wonderful that the Council Members are considering this 

application; however, he does have a concern about a comment made by Mayor Arnowitz with respect to 

the counter to the benefit to the residents of the $20,000 coming from the taxes on those three 

developments, and not being considered for the educational costs associated with those homes. Mr. 

O’Brien said that in his view, after doing the math, there is a negative impact to the Borough by building 

three homes on those lots, which could be a deficit of as much as $12,000 per home. 

 

I entertain a motion that the public hearing on 2014 Bergen County Open Space Historical Preservation 

Trust Fund Grant Application be closed, and that it be resolved that the legal advertisement was posted 

on the bulletin board on which public notices are customarily posted and published in The Record. 

 

Motion to close the Public Hearing by Council Member Pizzella, Second by Council Member Frank, and 

unanimously carried.   

 

R14225 Endorsing Municipal Trust Fund Application for 2014 Open Space Application – 

Saddlewood Hills Properties, Limited; a/k/a Tandy-Allen 

 

WHEREAS, the Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund 

(“County Trust Fund”), provides grants to municipal governments and to nonprofit organizations for 

assistance in the acquisition of lands for open space conservation purposes and/or outdoor recreation 

facilities; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale desires to further the public interest by obtaining a grant of 

$600,000. from the County Trust Fund to fund the following project: Tandy Woods property and, 

WHEREAS, the governing body/board has reviewed the County Trust Fund Program Statement, the County 

Program Open Space Policy and Procedures Manual, and the open space application and instructions and 

desires to make an application for such a grant and provide application information and furnish such 

documents as may be required; and, 

WHEREAS, as part of the application process, the governing body/board will hold/has held a public hearing 

on November 12, 2014 to receive comments prior to the submission of said application(s); and, 

WHEREAS, the County of Bergen shall determine whether the application is complete and in conformance 

with the scope and intent of the County Trust Fund; and, 
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WHEREAS, the applicant is willing to use the County Trust Fund in accordance with such rules, regulations 

and applicable statutes, and is willing to enter into an agreement with the County of Bergen for the above 

named project(s); and 

WHEREAS, if the applicant is successful in acquiring said project through the use of a County Trust Fund 

grant, then the applicant will permanently preserve said project for open space conservation and/or outdoor 

recreation purposes though a recorded deed of easement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale: 

5. That it is hereby authorized to submit the above completed project application to the County by this 

year’s deadline established by the County; and, 

6. That, in the event of a County Trust Fund award that may be less than the grant amount requested above, 

the applicant has, or will secure, the balance of funding necessary to complete the project; and, 

7. That the applicant agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, rules, and 

regulations in its performance of the project; and, 

8. That this resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

 

Motion by Council Member Pizzella, Second by Council Member Frank.   

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, Frank, Looes, Pizzella, and Council President Kelley 

Abstain: Council Member Meyerson 

 

PROFESSIONALS REPORTS/MONTHLY  DEPARTMENT  REPORTS: 
(The following correspondence on file in Borough Clerks Office) 
Borough Engineer – October 29, 2014 
Ambulance Corps – 
Construction Department – 
DPW – 
Fire Department – Fire Chief Jason Durie gave the report for September 2014. The only item he had to 
report was that the Fire Department held its annual elections this past Monday, which went smoothly, 
with all candidates moving into their new positions, which will be Fire Chief James Domville; Deputy 
Chief Patrick Doody; Senior Captain Thomas Kelley; Junior Captain Brian Heitman; First Lieutenant Bill 
Stanton; Second Lieutenant Jason DeGise; Third Lieutenant Barry Peterson; and Fourth Lieutenant Jason 
Durie. Chief Durie mentioned that he will have a full report at the December Borough Council meeting.  
Health Department – October 2014 
Hillsdale Library – 
Police Department – 
Recreation/Stonybrook –  
 
Motion to receive and file by Council Member Meyerson, Second by Council Member DeGise, and 
unanimously carried. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 
1. Letter Dated November 6, 2014, from Law Offices of Jacob and Bell, regarding Gassib – Proposed 
Minor Subdivision, Block 1109, Lot 3 
 
Motion to receive and file by Council Member Meyerson, Second by Council Member Pizzella. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:   Council Members Frank and Pizzella 
Abstain: Council Members DeGise, Looes, Meyerson, and Council President Kelley 
Motion carries. 
 
Mayor Arnowitz said this will be put on the agenda for a future meeting, because he believes it will entail 
some discussion. He explained that last month, at the Planning Board meeting, Mr. Gassib and Ms. Jacob 
appeared before the Planning Board with a minor subdivision behind the Post Office in the flood area. After 
the hearing, a vote was taken, and Mr. Gassib’s application was denied. Two days later, Mr. Gassib called 
Mayor Arnowitz asking if there is any interest in allowing the property to be donated to the Borough. Mayor 
Arnowitz told him to write a letter, or have his attorney draft a letter, addressed to the Mayor and Council, 
who will consider it at that time. This would involve no cost to the Borough, and Mayor Arnowitz pointed out 
that the Borough owns property that completely surrounds Mr. Gassib’s property, which Mayor Arnowitz 
explained more fully when the issue is discussed. However, Mayor Arnowitz wanted to ask Borough Attorney 
Bernstein is, because Mayor Arnowitz voted against Mr. Gassib’s application, does that preclude Mayor 
Arnowitz from being involved in the discussion regarding the donation of the property to the Borough. 
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Borough Attorney Bernstein said it does not, unless the same proposal is put before the Council. Mayor 
Arnowitz asked the Council Members if they want to discuss this in December, or wait until January 2015. 
The consensus of the Council Members was to put it on the agenda for January 2015, but not the 
Reorganization meeting. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  
1. Status of Sports Agreements 
There was no change from last meeting. 
 

2. Status of Hillsdale Football Association (HFA) – IRS Filing 

Ms. Witkowski stated that she received a visit from Rick Hodgman, who is the accountant working with the 

HFA on this matter. Mr. Hodgman gave Ms. Witkowski some documentation from the State of New Jersey 

confirming that the HFA is registered with the State. He also gave Ms. Witkowski the State tax-exempt 

number, and she will follow up with the Federal government tomorrow. Council Member Pizzella asked if 

the Tax Exempt number is different from that of the Borough, which Ms. Witkowski confirmed. 

 

3. Donation of 49 Oak Street Property 

Mayor Arnowitz stated that he looked at the property with Mr. Russell this past week. He recalled that 

Council Member Meyerson recommended finding out if the abutting homeowners had been contacted 

regarding buying the property, and Ms. Witkowski contacted the property owner, who had not discussed this 

with the neighbors and Ms. Witkowski suggested contacting the neighboring property owners. Mayor 

Arnowitz added that when facing the 49 Oak Street property, the house to the left of that property is for sale. 

Council Member Meyerson said he could not speak for the property owner, but it would seem to him that 

having some additional acreage added to a piece of property for sale would make the property for sale more 

desirable. Mayor Arnowitz replied that he believes the owner of the property to be donated wants it to be 

calm parkland, with the possibility of a plaque being placed on the property. Mayor Arnowitz prefers that the 

neighboring property owners acquire the property so that they can maintain the property. However, he also 

pointed out that there are no sidewalks in front of the property, and there is no grass to be cut on the property, 

because there is no lawn. Nearly all of the property is wetlands, and could not be developed. Mayor 

Arnowitz said he would not ask for a vote on this issue until information has been received from the property 

owner. 

Ms. Witkowski stated that she spoke to the owner of the property to be donated, and he said that he had not 

considered approaching his neighbors, but if it is something that the Borough Council would like him to do, 

he would do it. Ms. Witkowski told him that the Council Members are not trying to tell him what to do; they 

just hoped that he would consider doing that. The property owner said he had not done so, and he was 

hoping that the property would be accepted as open space, with a dedication plaque. Ms. Witkowski 

explained to him that a Phase I study would be required in order for the Borough to accept the property as a 

donation, and the property owner said he would be willing to take care of that if that was part of the 

conditions for accepting the property. Mayor Arnowitz reiterated that he would like the property owner to at 

least make an offer to the neighboring property owners, and Ms. Witkowski responded that she does not 

think he could be forced to do that. Borough Attorney Bernstein said that the Borough cannot force him to 

make an offer to the neighboring owners, and the owner of the property to be donated cannot force the 

Borough to accept the property. Council Member Pizzella stated that he would like to do a little more 

research to see how much value the property has before anything is considered. Mayor Arnowitz does not 

believe that the Borough should expend any tax dollars doing any research on the property. He added that 

any information can be obtained from the Tax Assessor. 

 

4. Best Practices 

Ms. Witkowski stated that the information was given to the Council Members, and Council Member Frank 

had some comments that were addressed by the Finance Committee. Ms. Ayer amended the Best Practices 

information and sent it to the State. 

 

5. 2015 Meeting Schedule – Weeks One and Three; Weeks Two and Four; Weeks One and Two 

Mayor Arnowitz pointed out that the Council Members have a new calendar, but no meeting dates are 

scheduled at this time. Council Member Meyerson suggested that input be solicited from the two incoming 

Council Members. 

Council Member Meyerson prefers weeks one and two; Council Member DeGise prefers weeks one and 

two; Council Member Looes prefers weeks one and two, and Council Member Pizzella prefers weeks one 

and three.  

 

6. Employee Handbook Update 

There has been no response at this time. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
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PUBLIC COMMENT: 

John Ruocco, 25 Riverdale Street, stated that with respect to the calendar, he prefers weeks one and two. 

However, he does understand that from the perspective of the staff that weeks one and three might be better, 

and he would have no objection to going that way. He also asked the Council Members to consider, in the 

interest of alleviating some of the pressure on the Borough Administrator and Borough Attorney, to entertain 

the idea of holding the first meeting on a Tuesday, and the second meeting on the Thursday of the second 

week, giving two extra days to take care of things. Mayor Arnowitz pointed out that was the schedule a long 

time ago, with Regular meetings being held on Tuesdays, and Public meetings held on Wednesdays of the 

following week. However, complaints from the public about being confused about which data meetings were 

to be held caused the schedule to change. Mr. Ruocco reiterated his request that the compromise be 

considered. 

 

Anthony DeRosa, 280 Cambridge Road, also prefers holding the meetings weeks one and two, but he will go 

with whatever the majority decides. 

 

Kevin O’Brien, 61 Parkview Drive, stated that he personally has no preference as to when the meetings are 

held, but thinks it would be ideal to get the meeting minutes. He shared case law (Paff vs. Keyport) stating 

that meeting minutes are supposed to be provided before the next meeting, which does not happen in 

Hillsdale. Mr. O’Brien said he has asked politely and repeatedly, but the minutes continue to be delayed, and 

the law provides that the meetings should be provided promptly before the next meeting. Ms. Witkowski 

pointed out that the minutes must be approved by the Council Members first. In addition, Ms. Witkowski 

indicated that the meeting minutes are done by a third party. Mr. O’Brien asked who the third party is, and 

who determines what is included in the minutes if they are done by a third party. 

Next, Mr. O’Brien repeated his concern about the sign ordinance. He said he understands that there is a new 

sign ordinance, as well as an old sign ordinance. The new sign ordinance is now in effect, and Mr. O’Brien 

wondered if the old sign ordinance is also an effect. Borough Attorney Bernstein responded that there is 

currently an ordinance which is not being enforced at this time, while the Borough Council reviews options 

regarding whether it should be changed, or completely revised. Mr. O’Brien asked of the decision has been 

made whether to move forward one way or another, so that some sort of framework is in place. Borough 

Attorney Bernstein replied that the Borough has retained an outside consultant to assist in the drafting of a 

new ordinance for consideration next year. Mr. O’Brien showed pictures of three signs, asking how to 

prevent those types of signs from appearing on street corners, affixed to telephone poles or trees, and which 

seem to appear on a regular basis on some of the main streets in Hillsdale. Mayor Arnowitz responded that 

the DPW has been instructed that when they see such signs, they are to be removed immediately. Mr. 

O’Brien stated that he removed the signs himself, and also called the people who put up the signs to inform 

them that there is a sign ordinance in Hillsdale, and rather than being issued a summons, perhaps they could 

use those signs elsewhere. None of the people he called knew that there was a sign ordinance in Hillsdale, 

and they said they would be happy to comply. In addition, Mr. O’Brien said he has seen signs out on 

sidewalks, specifically mentioning a hair salon that puts signs out on the sidewalk, creating obstacles. Mr. 

O’Brien also mentioned signs on the farm property, because he thinks they are improper. Council Member 

Meyerson stated that he would appreciate it if Mr. O’Brien could take the conversation about Council 

Member DeGise’s private business outside of the Council Chamber. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz introduced a new reporter from Community Life, Paul Hummel, who lives in Fairview, 

New Jersey. Mr. Hummel asked how the public hearing on the open space issue will affect the town. Mayor 

Arnowitz explained situation regarding the Tandy-Allen property, Hillsdale Avenue, that has been under 

discussion. He stated that there is a piece of property in town that is approximately 13 acres, nine of which 

has been designated wetlands, and the other three are considered buildable. There is currently an application 

before the Planning Board to develop the buildable portion. There is also an application from some residents 

and Bergen SWAN, using a combination of funds to purchase the land, and it would not cost the Borough 

anything, other than the loss of revenue from the property taxes that would be generated, the estimated total 

of which is approximately $26,000 annually. One of the provisions of that application is that the Borough 

would maintain the property in perpetuity as open space. Mr. Hummel stated that the benefit to the Borough 

is the additional open space. 

 

George Kritzler, 275 Pascack Road, said he has been a taxpayer for 51 years, and he has written two letters 

to the Borough complaining about his neighbor, who has bamboo growing. Mr. Kritzler gave copies of the 

letters to Ms. Witkowski, who made copies for the Mayor and all of the Council Members. Mr. Kritzler 

asked if everyone had received copies, and Mayor Arnowitz stated that they did. Mr. Kritzler asked if 

anyone had called representatives from the State of Connecticut, because he understands that there is a court 

ruling in Connecticut against the growing and removal of bamboo. Council President Kelley replied that the 

Borough Council has had many discussions about this since Mr. Kritzler’s letters were received, and they 

have also spoken to other property owners in the area. Possible solutions and potential ordinances have been 
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discussed, although the right solution has not yet been found. Council President Kelley also stated that he 

agreed with Mr. Kritzler, because it is inconceivable to him that a resident would have to deal with a 

neighbor’s bamboo invading his property without recourse. The problem with finding a solution is that there 

are many gray areas to be considered, although for Mr. Kritzler, it is a black-and-white issue. Any ordinance 

or policy that is adopted affects all Hillsdale residents, not just Mr. Kritzler. 

Council Member DeGise asked if it would be possible to reintroduce the ordinance that was discussed in the 

beginning, and Mayor Arnowitz said that would be allowed, but the problem is that when the ordinance that 

was drafted was up for discussion and vote, several neighbors came forward and pointed out additional 

issues, which caused the ordinance to be put on hold. The problem with growing bamboo is the difficulty in 

getting rid of it, which is what Mr. Kritzler has encountered. Any ordinance that is adopted would have to be 

enforceable, and Mayor Arnowitz is not sure how that could be done. Another issue that was raised was the 

fact that many of the neighbors stated that they had not actually planted the bamboo, and it can be very 

difficult to determine who originally planted it. Borough Attorney Bernstein added that when Mayor 

Arnowitz referred to “counsel,” he was referring to CIL. The ordinance that was referenced had no bearing 

on who planted the bamboo, or who was responsible for its removal. If bamboo exists on a property, it is 

considered to be the property of the property owner. The existence of the bamboo was sufficient to prove 

ownership. However, the property owners asked about those who had not planted bamboo on their properties, 

but found it growing there. That is why the Council decided to go with CIL. 

Mr. Kritzler pointed out that he has never planted bamboo during the 51 years that he has lived in Hillsdale, 

and there never was any bamboo on his property. Mayor Arnowitz stated that Council Member DeGise 

requested that the issue be revisited, which Mayor Arnowitz is happy to do. Council Member DeGise 

recalled that when he was originally doing research into this matter, he and the Borough Engineer used the 

Connecticut ordinance as a guide, and Council Member DeGise hopes that the issue can be revisited. It could 

be put back on the agenda for December, and voted on in January 2015. Council Member Pizzella asked if 

Council Member DeGise was talking about revisiting the ordinance, or revisiting the issue itself. Council 

Member DeGise answered that he was talking about revisiting the ordinance, because he believes the 

ordinance that was drafted is a good one. Mayor Arnowitz believes that the decision to revisit the ordinance 

was a unanimous one, and he thinks that the Council Members should revisit the drafting of the ordinance. If 

they decide that it does not need to be changed, that would be fine. A vote could be taken on the current draft. 

Council Member Meyerson thought the biggest concern with the ordinance was the fact that there were 

several people in Hillsdale who had bamboo growing on their properties, and it would be unduly 

burdensome to get rid of it. However, after reading the information provided by Mr. Kritzler, and apparently, 

there are some remedies available to people who have bamboo growing on their properties without their 

knowledge or permission. It can take time, as much as a year, to get rid of it, but it is possible to get rid of it 

without digging up the entire property as long as the instructions are followed. The requirements include 

such items as cutting the bamboo down as soon as it reaches 12-24 inches. If that process is continued 

throughout the year, it will starve the roots, which is the food source. Another way to get rid of unwanted 

bamboo is to use herbicides when it reaches 12-24 inches, giving another possibility for removal. Those two 

alternatives are methods of getting rid of bamboo without involving digging up the property. Mayor 

Arnowitz related what he was told by some homeowners and landscapers. One of the landscapers does not 

believe in herbicides (Council Member Meyerson noted that one of the solutions does not require herbicides), 

and the other solution proposed by Council Member Meyerson was addressed by one of the residents who 

spoke at the earlier meeting. That resident said that she tried cutting it down for a year, but it just kept 

growing back. Council Member Meyerson said he understood what Mayor Arnowitz was saying, but he 

believes there are solutions for people who have bamboo growing on the properties that do not require 

digging up their yards. 

Council President Kelley suggested that the existing draft ordinance be reviewed, as well as the information 

provided by Mr. Kritzler. It can be put on the agenda for December, but it will have to be carried over for 

January 2015. If the draft ordinance needs to be reworked, it can be done at that time. 

Mr. Kritzler asked if anyone had called representatives from Connecticut to get information about this. 

Mayor Arnowitz pointed out that Council Member DeGise just said that the Engineer who drafted the 

Hillsdale ordinance contacted people in Connecticut, and a lot of the provisions in the Hillsdale ordinance 

mimic those in the Connecticut ordinance. 

 

There were no further comments from the public at this time, so Mayor Arnowitz closed the public comment 

portion of the meeting. 

 

ORDINANCES: Introduction and Adoption 

14-16 (Adoption) 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 292 “TRAFFIC AND 

PARKING” OF THE BOROUGH CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE, BERGEN 

COUNTY, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
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Be it ordained by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, in the County of Bergen and State of New 

Jersey as follows:  

Article VII Schedules; Section 292-57, Schedule XVI: Parking Prohibited Certain Hours; is hereby amended 

and supplemented to add the following designated locations: 

 

Name of Street Side Time Limit: Hours/Days Location 

Liberty Avenue South 7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 

2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

School Days 

From Trinity Place to Grove Street 

Article VII Schedules; Section 292-59, Schedule XVIII: Time Limit Parking; is hereby amended and 

supplemented to add the following designated locations: 

Name Of Street Side Time Limit: Hours/Days Location 

Magnolia Avenue 

 

West 

 

2 hours; 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Except Saturday/Sunday & Holidays 

Cross Street to Liberty Avenue 

Trinity Place  West 2 hours; 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

School Days 

North from 58 Trinity Place to 

Liberty Avenue 

Article VII Schedules; Section 292-59, Schedule XVIII: Time Limit Parking; is hereby amended and 

supplemented to remove the following designated locations: 

Name Of Street Side Time Limit: Hours/Days Location 

Trinity Place 

 

West 

 

2 hours; 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

School Days 

 

Hillsdale Avenue to Liberty Avenue 

 

Trinity Place East 2 hours; 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

School Days 

From a point of 100 feet north of 

Hillsdale Avenue to a point 60 feet 

north thereof 

Article VII Schedules; Section 292-55, Schedule XIV: Parking Prohibited at All Times; is hereby amended 

and supplemented to add the following designated locations: 

Name Of Street Side Location 

Trinity Place 

 

West 

 

From Hillsdale Avenue to 

 Liberty Avenue 

Article IV Municipal Parking Lots; Section 292-34:B, Schedule XIV, Identification Stickers; is hereby 

amended and supplemented to add the following designated locations: 

Name Of Street Side Time Limit: Hours/Days Location 

Magnolia Avenue 

 

West 

 

Permit Parking 

School Days 

 

North from Hillsdale Avenue to  

Liberty Avenue 
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Magnolia Avenue East Permit Parking 

School Days 

North from Hillsdale Avenue to the 

south driveway of 120 Magnolia 

Avenue 

 

Trinity Place East Permit Parking 

School Days 

North from Hillsdale Avenue to the 

south driveway of 58 Trinity Place 

 

Motion to open public hearing on Ordinance 14-16 by Council President Kelley, Second by Council 

Member Meyerson, and unanimously carried. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz pointed out that this affects parking around the George White School, and the traffic 

patterns there. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

I will now open the meeting to the public. If anyone desires to be heard regarding Ordinance No. 14-16, 

please raise your hand to be recognized, come forward to the microphone, and state your name and address 

for the record. 

 

Paul Hummel, Fairview, NJ, with Community Life, asked what impact this would have on the Borough. 

Mayor Arnowitz explained that over the years, traffic problems have been encountered around George White 

Middle School. The Police Department implemented a traffic pattern and parking modification, which 

reroutes parents dropping off and picking up their children to one specific area. This creates a safer 

atmosphere for the children, whereas previously, it was a more haphazard situation. 

 

As there are no other comments, I entertain a motion that the public hearing on Ordinance No. 14-16 be 

closed, and that it be resolved that this ordinance was posted on the bulletin board on which public notices 

are customarily posted and published in the Ridgewood News. Copies of said ordinance were made available 

to the general public. Now, therefore, be it resolved that this ordinance be adopted and the Clerk is 

authorized to advertise the same according to law. 

 

Motion to close public hearing on Ordinance 14-16 by Council Member Meyerson, Second by Council 

Member DeGise, and unanimously carried. 

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance No. 14-16 by Council President Kelley, Second by Council Member Meyerson, 

and unanimously carried.  

 

********** 

14-17 (Introduction) 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND, REVISE, AND SUPPLEMENT CHAPTER 260 OF THE 

HILLSDALE BOROUGH CODE, ENTITLED “STREETS AND SIDEWALKS,” MOST NOTABLY, 

SECTION 260-16, ENTITLED “STREET OPENING REGULATIONS,” WITH THE ADDITION 

OF SECTION 260-16.1 ENTITLED “SPECIFICATIONS AND PROCEDURES FOR PAVEMENT” 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, that the Hillsdale 

Borough Code is hereby amended, revised and supplemented as to Chapter 260, entitled “Streets and 

Sidewalks”, most notably Section 260-16, entitled “Street Opening Regulations” with the addition of Section 

260-16.1, entitled “Specifications and procedures for pavement” as follows: 

 § 260-16.1 Specifications and procedures for pavement.  

The following specifications and procedures shall be applicable to all pavement on roads and streets within the 

Borough of Hillsdale: 

A. For openings of less than one hundred (100) square feet in surface area, the upper seven and one-half 

(7 ½) inches of trench shall be filled by the applicant with graded one-and-one-half-inch (1 ½) stone 

equal to the applicable and current State Specification(s), with dust, compacted by a five-ton roller. 

After twenty-four (24) hours of traffic, or other period as stipulated by the appropriate Borough official, 

the edges of the trench shall be saw cut parallel to the street center line and six (6) inches outside the 

widest trench limits, after which the upper three and one-half (3 ½) inches of stone shall be removed 
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and final pavement shall be constructed. After thirty (30) calendar days, and after six (6) months, the 

applicant shall place fine aggregate bituminous concrete in depressed areas to form a smooth, even 

street surface. 

B. For openings of greater than one hundred (100) square feet in surface area, the upper seven and one-

half (7 ½) inches of trench shall be filled by the applicant with five (5) inches of graded one-and-one-

half-inch (1 ½) stone equal to the applicable and current State Specification(s), with dust, and one and 

one-half (1 ½) inches of stabilized base material equal to the applicable and current State 

Specification(s), compacted by a ten-ton roller. The surface shall be maintained by the applicant for not 

less than thirty (30) calendar days and, at the discretion of the appropriate Borough official, to a 

maximum of ninety (90) calendar days, such that maximum surface depression is one (1) inch. 

Thereafter, the edges of the trench shall be saw cut parallel to the street center line and six (6) inches 

outside the widest trench limits, after which the upper three and one-half (3 ½) inches of material shall 

be removed, and final pavement shall be constructed. After six (6) months, the applicant shall place 

fine aggregate bituminous concrete in depressed areas to form a smooth, even, street surface. 

C. For emergency openings from November 15 through March 31, the procedure shall be the same as for 

openings greater than one hundred (100) square feet, except that temporary paving material may be 

approved cold patching compound, if hot material is not available. 

D. Final pavement in all cases shall be four (4) inches of graded one-and-one-half-inch (1 ½) stone, equal 

to the applicable and current State Specification(s), with dust, two (2) inches of stabilized base material 

equal to the applicable and current State Specification(s), one and one-half (1 ½) inches of fine 

aggregate bituminous concrete equal to the applicable and current State Specification(s), feathered over 

a twelve-inch (12) width of tack coat, to meet adjacent surfaces. All thickness shall be as measured 

after compaction by a ten-ton roller. 

E. Where a trench exceeds one hundred (100) feet in length, a one-and-one-half-inch (1 ½)  surface course 

shall be placed from curb to curb on all streets. Where a trench exceeds six (6) feet in width, or is 

skewed to street center line or is connected to spur trenches, a one-and-one-half-inch (1 ½) surface 

course shall be placed from curb to curb. In all cases the surface shall be cleaned end tack coat placed 

before application of surface course, which shall be feathered toward each curb. 

F. Upon prior approval of the appropriate Borough official, subgrade stone may be replaced with an 

equivalent thickness of stabilized base material. 

G. The roadway restoration and trench repair as stipulated within this ordinance shall be followed.  If it is 

found during trench excavation that a roadway section is thicker than stipulated within this ordinance, 

the existing, thicker pavement section shall be constructed. 

 H.       All roadway restoration work shall be performed to maintain current drainage patterns.  In addition, 

unless authorized by the Borough, roadway surface grade elevations shall not change.  If milling is 

necessary to satisfy these requirements, milling shall be performed in accordance with current NJDOT 

regulation and in accordance with the requirements as stipulate by the Borough and its professionals. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance, if adopted by the Borough Council 

shall, within five (5) days after its passage, Sundays excepted, be presented to the Mayor and Borough Clerk. 

The Mayor shall, within ten (10) days after receiving the ordinance, Sundays excepted, either approve this 

Ordinance by affixing his signature thereto or return it to the Council by delivering it to the Borough Clerk 

together with a statement setting forth his objections thereto or any item or part thereof. This Ordinance or any 

item or part thereof shall not take effect without the Mayor’s approval, unless the Mayor fails to return this 

Ordinance to the Borough Council, as prescribed above, or unless the Borough Council, upon consideration of 

this Ordinance following its return shall, by a vote of two thirds (2/3rds) of all of the members of the Borough 

Council, resolve to override the veto. 
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BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 14-17 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be 

further considered for final passage at a meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 

Hillsdale Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on December 9, 2014, and at said time and place all persons 

interested will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized 

and directed to publish said Ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, 

with a notice of its introduction and of the time and place, when and where said Ordinance would be 

considered for final passage. 

 

Motion by Council Member Looes, Second by Council Member Meyerson, and unanimously carried. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz explained that this ordinance would require any public utilities doing work on Hillsdale 

streets that have been recently repaired to pave curb-to-curb with certain distance requirements, rather than 

simply patching any holes caused by the utility work. 

 
ROLL CALL: Council Member DeGise, Frank, Looes, Meyerson, Pizzella, Council President Kelley voted  
yes. 
 
RESOLUTIONS/CONSENT AGENDA: R14210, R14226-R14231, R14233, R14238: 

R14210 Authorize Lawn Maintenance for 15 Wilts Avenue, Block 1524, Lot 9, in the Amount of $450  

Mayor Arnowitz stated that his concern about this resolution will be handled in January 2015, when 

penalties and interest will be added to any funds paid in this matter. This resolution simply enables payment 

to be made to the person has already done the work. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council hereby approve the certification of cost submitted by the Code 

Department in the amount of  $450.00 for Beutel Landscape Design for lawn maintenance for Block 1524 

Lot 9, 15 Wilts Avenue, Hillsdale, NJ.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to 

add the amount of $450.00 respectively to the 4
th

 quarter tax bill for 2014 for Block 1524 Lot 9. 
 

R14266 Endorsing Resolution regarding Local Pension Funding 

 

WHEREAS, State actuaries confirm by the latest Valuation Report the pension and benefit reform 

enacted in 2010 and 2011, coupled with the consistent pension payments made by employees and 

local governing bodies, have resulted in the savings; and 

WHEREAS, the fiscal health of “Other Than State” public pension systems, report a distinction 

between local commitments, and the commitments which are a State government’s responsibility; 

and 

WHEREAS, according to the latest Valuation Reports, local government Public Employees 

Retirement System (local PERS) and local Police and Fire Retirement System (local PFRS), are more 

sound, due to the fact municipalities and counties have funded full employer contributions as 

required for over a decade, with local PERS currently funded (comparing assets to liabilities) at 

73.9% and local PFRS is currently funded at 76.9%, according to the experts; and 

WHEREAS, the State PERS, on the other hand, is currently funded at 48.1%, and State PFRS is,  at 

50.8% and both will go lower for lack of payment; and 

WHEREAS, the Officers of the League of Municipalities have submitted a statement to Governor 

Christie’s Pension and Health Benefit Study Commission, urging that the Final Report and 

Recommendations of that Study Commission not weaken the vitality of the local pension plans; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council, Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey according to the following: 
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1. The Hillsdale Council urges State policy-makers to recognize the deficit 

issues are State Funding problems, and reject any recommendations that 

would threaten municipal budgets and property taxpayers; to share the cost. 

2. We recognize the State’s budget problems and are anxious to see results 

but cannot permit a shifting of the State burdens to our property taxpayers. 

3. The Pension and Health Benefits commission must also address State 

mandated requirements which drive up the cost of funding health benefits 

insurance by property tax payers. 

4. A certified copy of this Resolution is to be forwarded to Governor Chris 

Christie, State Treasurer Andrew Sidamon-Eristoff, our State Senator 

(Barns), Representative Pinken in the General Assembly, and to the New 

Jersey League of Municipalities. 

 

R14227 Chapter 159 Insertion of Special Item of Revenue, Body Armor Fund $1,221 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services may 

approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or municipality when such 

item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the 

adoption of the budget, and 

WHERAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for an equal amount, and 

SECTION 1 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, in the 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government 

Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2014 in the sum of $1,221.00 

which item is now available as revenue from the New Jersey Division of Criminal Justice. 

SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE OFF-SET WITH APPROPRIATIONS 

Body Armor Fund - NJ - $1,221.00 

Pursuant to the provisions of the statute; and 

SECTION 2 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the like sum of $1,221 be and the same is hereby appropriated under the 

caption of: 

OPERATIONS EXCLUDED FROM “CAPS” 

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PROGRAMS OFF-SET BY REVENUE 

Body Armor Fund - NJ - $1,221.00 

SECTION 3 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the above is the result of funds due to the Borough of Hillsdale, from the New 

Jersey Alcohol Education and Rehabilitation Fund, which were not available at the time of the adoption of the 

2014 budget. 

NOW BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk forward two certified copies of this resolution to the 

Director of Local Government Services for approval. 
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R14228 Chapter 159 Insertion of Special Item of Revenue, Click It or Ticket $4,000 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services may 

approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or municipality when such 

item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the 

adoption of the budget, and 

WHERAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for an equal amount, and 

SECTION 1 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, in the 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government 

Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2014 in the sum of $4,000.00 

which item is now available as revenue from the New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety. 

SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE OFF-SET WITH APPROPRIATIONS 

Click It or Ticket - $4,000.00 

Pursuant to the provisions of the statute; and 

SECTION 2 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the like sum of $4,000.00 be and the same is hereby appropriated under the 

caption of: 

OPERATIONS EXCLUDED FROM “CAPS” 

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PROGRAMS OFF-SET BY REVENUE 

Click It or Ticket - $4,000.00 

SECTION 3 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the above is the result of funds due to the Borough of Hillsdale, from the New 

Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety, which were not available at the time of the adoption of the 2014 

budget. 

NOW BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk forward two certified copies of this resolution to the 

Director of Local Government Services for approval. 

 

R14229 Approval of Raffle License #710, Pascack Valley Regional High School Tippin’-the-Cup, 

February 15, 2015 

 

WHEREAS, Pascack Valley High School – Tip-In Club, 200 Piermont Avenue, Hillsdale, NJ 07642 has made 

proper application for the following Raffle; and 

 

WHEREAS, said application contains the number of designation furnished by the Legalized Games of Chance 

Control Commission; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Police Department of the Borough of Hillsdale has reported to this Borough Council in 

writing that the statements contained in said application are in order, that the place wherein said Raffle(s) is to 

be held complies with the rules and regulations pertaining to the application. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that upon payment of the licensing fees, as provided by Statute, 

and upon filing with the Borough Clerk be and he is hereby authorized to issue a license for Raffles in 

accordance with said application: 

 

Raffle License No.      Type of License 

RL: 710       Off-Premise 50/50 Cash Raffle  
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R14230 Authorize Borough Clerk to Advertise RFQ for 2015 Professionals 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et seq. that the Borough Clerk is hereby 

authorized to advertise for the above mentioned services for the following positions for year 2015: 

 

Borough Attorney 

Borough Auditor 

Borough Appraiser 

Borough Bond Counsel 

Borough Engineer 

Borough Labor Attorney 

Attorney for Tax Appeals 

Borough Prosecutor 

Alternate Borough Prosecutor 

Borough Planner 

Borough Public Defender 

Risk Management Insurance Consultant 

 

R14231 Authorize Endorsing Resolution 2014 Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland & 

Historic Preservation Trust Fund for Sapienza Gardens Park Improvements 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund (“County 

Trust Fund”), provides matching grants to nonprofit organizations for assistance in the development or 

redevelopment of municipal recreation facilities; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Sapienza Gardens lie within lands owns by the Borough of Hillsdale; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Sapienza Gardens, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization desires to further the public interest by 

obtaining a matching grant of $25,000 from the County Trust Fund to fund the following project: Sapienza 

Gardens Improvements; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Sapienza Gardens Board of Directors has reviewed the County Trust Fund Program Statement, 

and the Trust Fund Municipal Program Park Improvement application and instructions and desires to make an 

application for such a matching grant and provide application information and furnish such documents as may be 

required; and,  

 

WHEREAS, as part of the application process, the governing body of the Borough of Hillsdale will hold/has held 

a public hearing on December 2, 2014  to receive comments of said application; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the County of Bergen shall determine whether the application is complete and in conformance with 

the scope and intent of the County Trust Fund; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Sapienza Gardens Board of Directors is willing to use the County Trust Fund in accordance with 

such rules, regulations and applicable statutes, and is willing to enter into an agreement with the County of 

Bergen for the above named project and ensure its completion on or about the project contract expiration date. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale:  

 
1. That it is hereby endorses the application being made by the Sapienza Gardens Board of Directors. 

 

2. That the Borough of Hillsdale will not bear any financial burden for the proposed improvements.  
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3. That the Sapienza Gardens Board of Directors is committed to providing a dollar for dollar cash match for the 

project with a donation provided by the Pascack Valley Regional High School Board of Education; and,  

 

4.  That only those park improvements identified and approved in the project application, its Trust Fund contract, 

or other documentation will be considered eligible for reimbursement.  

 

5. That the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state, and 

local laws, rules, and regulations in its performance of the project; and,  

 

6. That this resolution shall take effect immediately.  

 

 

 R14233 Authorize Additional Methane Delineation Sampling at Landfill in the Amount of $8,500 – To 

Be Performed by Partners Engineering 

WHEREAS, there is a DEP requirement for the Hillsdale Landfill to perform certain tests quarterly ; and 

WHEREAS, quotes were solicited by Neglia Associates for Methane Gas Survey; and 

WHEREAS, two (2) quotes were received in response to the solicitation, Partners Engineering and Science 

Inc., Ramsey, NJ; and 

WHEREAS, methane delineation sampling is required to be performed at the Landfill; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the recommendation to award the contract for methane delineation 

sampling to PARTNERS ENGINEERING AND SCIENCE, INC. 145 North Franklin Turnpike, Suite 309, 

Ramsey, NJ 07446, for one sampling event in the amount of $8,500. 

 

R14238 Authorize the Mayor to Execute Developer’s Agreement for New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC, 

Four Cell Tower Located at 371 Washington Avenue 

 

WHEREAS, the Hillsdale Planning Board, adopted a Resolution on May 14, 2014, memorializing its action 

of April 9, 2014 approving the application presented by  NEW CINGULAR WIRELESS PCS, LLC with 

respect to a portion of Block 1107, Lot 19; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to that approval the applicant shall enter into a Developer’s Agreement as prepared by 

the Planning Board Attorney  with the Borough of Hillsdale to ensure compliance with the terms and 

conditions of the Planning Board Resolution; and 

WHEREAS, the form of the Developer’s Agreement is satisfactory to the Mayor and Council for 

consideration; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Mayor Max Arnowitz is authorized to execute this 

agreement on behalf of the Borough. 

Motion to approve by Council Member Meyerson, Second by Council Member Looes, and unanimously 

carried. 

 

Council President Kelley asked to pull R14210.  

 

Council Member Pizzella asked to pull R14231.  

 

Motion to approve all except for R14210 and R14231 by Council President Kelley, Second by Council 

Member Looes, and unanimously carried. 

 

Regarding R14210, Council President Kelley asked how the contractor would be chosen. Ms. Witkowski 

said she believes the landscaper is someone who is been doing this in Hillsdale for a while. 

 

Regarding R14231, Council Member Pizzella wanted to make sure that there is no requirement, obligation, 

or any responsibility for the Borough to utilize the tree fund for this project. This is a Sapienza Gardens 

project, and is not sponsored by the Environmental Commission, or the Tree Bank. Ms. Witkowski 
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responded that she has been very clear that no Borough funds would be used for this. 

 

Motion to approve R14210 and R14231 by Council President Kelley, second by Council Member DeGise, 

and unanimously carried. 

 

OFF CONSENT AGENDA: R14232, R14234, R14235, and R14237 

R14232 Authorize Redemption and Premium Tax Sale, 776 Hillsdale Avenue; Block 503, Lot 5.01, for 

2010 Delinquent Taxes, $45,938.83 

 

WHEREAS, The Tax Collector held a Tax Sale on August  31, 2011 and at the sale a lien was sold on Block 

503 Lot 5.01, also known as 776 Hillsdale Avenue, Hillsdale, NJ 07642 for 2010 Delinquent taxes and, 

WHEREAS, this lien, known as Tax Sale Certificate #11-00002 was sold to RJ Maroon Realty LLC,  PO 

Box 668, Pompton Plains, NJ 07444 for 0% redemption fee and a $8,100.00 premium and, 

WHEREAS, David Leffler, 776 Hillsdale Avenue, Hillsdale, NJ 07642, homeowner, has effected 

redemption of Certificate #11-00002 in the amount of $37,838.83. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector is authorized to issue a check in the 

amount of $37,838.83 payable to RJ Maroon LLC for the redemption of this certificate. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector is authorized to issue a check in the amount of 

8,100.00 (Premium) to the aforementioned lienholder. 

 

Motion to approve, receive, and file by Council Member Frank, Second by Council Member Meyerson, and 

unanimously carried. 

 

R14234 Authorizing Transfer 2014 Budget Appropriation (AE-FA) 

 

WHEREAS N.J.S.A.40A:4-58 permits transfers among Budget Appropriations during the last two months of 

the fiscal year and first three months of the proceeding year, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that the 

Finance Department is hereby authorized to make the following transfers among the 2014 Budget 

Appropriations: 

     

 

OPERATIONS "WITHIN CAP" FROM TO 

        

4-01-20-100-010 Administrative & Executive S&W 30,000  

     

4-01-20-130-010 Financial Administration S&W 

 

30,000 

 

TOTAL 

    

30,000  30,000   

 

      

 

Motion to approve by Council Member DeGise, Second by Council Member Meyerson, and unanimously 

carried.  
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R14235 Bill List 
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Motion to approve by Council Member Frank, Second by Council President Kelley, and unanimously 

carried with the exception of Council Member DeGise voted aye except for Fire Department and farm bills; 

and Council President Kelley vote aye except for Fire Department bills.  

 

 

R14237 Authorizing Transfer 2014 Budget Appropriation (Planning Board) 

 

WHEREAS N.J.S.A.40A:4-58 permits transfers among Budget Appropriations during the last two months of 

the fiscal year and first three months of the preceding year, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that the 

Finance Department is hereby authorized to make the following transfers among the 2014 Budget 

Appropriations: 

     

OPERATIONS "WITHIN CAP" FROM TO 

        

4-01-20-155-121 Planning Board Attorney  5,000       
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4-01-20-180-020 Planning Board O/E 

 

  5,000   

 

TOTAL     5,000  5,000 

 

 

Motion to receive and file by Council Member DeGise, Second by Council Member Pizzella. 

 

Council Member Meyerson stated that this bill is a $5,000 transfer from the Land-Use Board Engineer 

because they are over budget. The Finance Committee has reviewed these bills, and the Land-Use Board was 

warned months ago that they were heading toward being over budget on this particular issue. This bill 

reflects their budget through the end of September, with two more months of bills expected to come, and 

they are already overextended. Council Member Meyerson is very concerned about this, because the Finance 

Committee has looked at these bills, and he wants to call it to the attention of Mayor Arnowitz and Ms. 

Witkowski going forward. These bills reflect the Engineer’s bill, and Council Member Meyerson has 

substantial concerns. One of those concerns is that a very high percentage of these bills are for the 

secretary’s fees of $75 per hour, although the secretary is not being paid $75 per hour; the Engineer is being 

paid $75 per hour for use of the secretary. Another concern is that in this particular bill, $1,000 was 

attributed to the copies of plans for a project that was not before the Board, which should not be billed to 

Hillsdale taxpayers. Council President Kelley corrected Council Member Meyerson, saying that the issue did 

go before the Board, but the Board had no say in the matter; they could not vote on the matter, but could 

only make comments. Mayor Arnowitz interjected to inform the public that was being discussed were the 

tennis courts at Pascack Valley High School. Council Member Meyerson pointed out that the plans were 

actually copied prior to the time that the Pascack Valley Regional High School Board of Education made 

any application before the Board. Eventually, it did go before the Board as an informational item, but it 

makes no sense to Council Member Meyerson to spend $1,000 copying plans. 

Mayor Arnowitz interjected again to say that one reason that the Planning Board bills are so high is due to 

the fact that there has been a lot going on, and there is a 45-day rule which provides that any application that 

is not heard within 45 days is automatically approved, unless the applicant agrees to a postponement. As far 

as the tennis courts are concerned, Mayor Arnowitz noted that the reason the copies were made before the 

fact is because the Planning Board members requested that the Borough Engineer get the plans to them 

before any discussion could be held regarding allowing the Board of Education to come before the Planning 

Board. 

Council Member Meyerson stated that he was simply giving one reason why the current bills are so high, 

because the Finance Committee has been advising the Planning Board and Ms. Witkowski for some time 

that the Planning Board must stay within its budget. Council Member Meyerson has seen no attempt to do so. 

With respect to the Engineer’s bill, particularly the third part of the bill, which deals with special meetings, 

Council Member Meyerson said he was under the impression that the applicant pays for the Engineer, as 

well as any special meetings, or any other issues relevant to the application. Putting all that aside, Council 

Member Meyerson believes that the Planning Board, for some reason, is having difficulty with this concept, 

and he does not believe it is the first time this has happened. A similar situation occurred in 2004 with the 

Planning Board Attorney. That is why Council Member Meyerson believes something needs to be done with 

respect to communications between the Borough Council and the Land-Use Board about budgets and the 

fact that there needs to be adherence to budgets, as well as the fact that when the Borough through the 

Administrator and/or CFO notifies them that they are getting closer to their budget limits, they should not 

continue to proceed as if there was no budget at all. The Borough Council is supposed to have oversight over 

all of the budgets, and Council Member Meyerson does not feel that the Land-Use Board has been required 

to adhere to a budget. 

Mayor Arnowitz commented that he and Council President Kelley have spoken on the record at Planning 

Board meetings about billing. The CFO has also contacted the Planning Board regarding their budget. The 

Borough Administrator has done the same. The Planning Board has been made aware of the concerns of the 

Council Members. Council Member Meyerson’s specific concerns have also been passed onto them. 

However, he pointed out that, according to the law (as stated by the Planning Board Attorney), the Planning 

Board can hire their own professionals, and they are allowed to set their own rates. If their budget is 

insufficient for their needs, the Borough Council must find the money. Mayor Arnowitz said he has had 

conversations with the Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, as well as the entire Planning Board regarding this 

concern. The answer he received was information about the 45-day rule; a requirement that these cases must 

be heard; and the fact that the rates are set by the Planning Board. Mayor Arnowitz noted Council Member 

Meyerson’s concern about who pays the Engineer for his services, and he shares that concern. 

Council Member Frank asked Durene Ayer, Chief Financial Officer, if this represents a transfer within the 

existing Planning Board budget, which was confirmed. Council Member Frank asked what the overall 
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impact on the Planning Board Budget would be, and if there overall budget is currently in line, or if she 

anticipates will be necessary to do an emergency appropriation of some kind. Ms. Ayer replied that she does 

not believe it will be necessary for the Borough to make any emergency appropriation at the end of the year. 

At this time, the Planning Board has a Planning Board Attorney line item and a Planning Board Engineer 

line item, and they have their “other expenses” line item. Ms. Ayer is now trying to transfer funds among 

those three items. Council Member Frank asked if, based on what she sees at this time, the Planning Board 

will be within its budget at the end of the year. Ms. Ayer said that is difficult to predict, because the bills 

received are fluctuating quite a bit, and she only has bills from the Engineer through October 2, 2014, and 

she has not seen any bills from the Planning Board Attorney for October, nor has she seen any bills for other 

expenses. An email is sent to all of the professionals requesting that their bills for services through the end of 

November be sent prior to the next Borough Council meeting. Ms. Ayer stated that it looks like it will be a 

close budget. Council Member Frank stated that at this point, it is impossible to say that the Planning Board 

will definitely be over budget for the year. He pointed out that for many departments, at the beginning of the 

year, it is difficult to know how much will be spent for the Engineer’s services, or for the Attorney’s services, 

so it is not unusual to transfer funds for any department after November 1 to balance budgets and cover 

expenses, which Ms. Ayer confirmed. Council Member Frank said he does not understand why Council 

Member Meyerson is so upset about this. He pointed out that Council Member Meyerson seems more upset 

about the situation than he was about the Waste Management loss, and the fact that the Borough Council did 

not allow for the possibility of not getting those funds. 

Council President Kelley stated that Council Member Frank is probably the biggest “budget hawk” on the 

Borough Council. In addition, Council President Kelley brought this up six months ago when it was brought 

to his attention by Ms. Ayer and Ms. Witkowski. His complaint was that $75 per hour is being paid for a 

secretary, whether she is making copies; driving to Borough Hall to drop off packets; or any other mundane 

tasks she might be performing for the Borough. Council President Kelley noted that the secretary is very 

competent, and does a fantastic job, but it is still the fact that $75 per hours being paid for secretarial 

services. He brought this up to the Planning Board, and the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson ridiculed him 

for doing so. The Chairperson even stated that she would be willing to pay the secretary $100 per hour if she 

could. Council President Kelley does not believe that any Board secretary should be paid that much money. 

He also does not believe that the secretary is actually getting that much money; the money is going to her 

boss, who pays her a lower rate. However, Council President Kelley stated that the Borough Council cannot 

force the Planning Board to change that, but they are a Borough entity, and are responsible to Hillsdale 

taxpayers. He told Council Member Frank that if the situation does not bother him, Council President Kelley 

does not know what Council Member Frank’s motivation is, and that he should try to justify it to the 

taxpayers of Hillsdale. 

Mayor Arnowitz pointed out that the rate paid to the secretary dates back approximately 10 years. Moreover, 

the $75 per hour is not being paid for secretarial services, but is being paid for the secretary to work out of 

someone else’s office; as well as for the special equipment that is needed, including special to make copies 

of the large plats and plans. When Mayor Arnowitz looked into the $75 per hour paid for transporting the 

plans and all of the other items that the Planning Board demands before meetings to Borough Hall, he 

researched the possibility of having that done by messenger service, which would cost less than $75 per hour. 

However, when he spoke to Ms. Witkowski about it, she pointed out that it would be necessary to have 

someone separate all of the documents, and make up the individual packets for the Planning Board members. 

There is no one in Borough Hall to do that, which is why the payments continued. The savings that would be 

realized if the documents were transported by messenger service are not significant enough to warrant using 

that service, and having someone at Borough Hall make up the individual packets. Before these payments 

were implemented, there was a person employed full-time at Borough Hall to do this. It might be possible to 

hire someone on a part-time basis to do that job, but that would still require someone who knows how to 

separate the documents and make up the various packets. That is something he and Ms. Witkowski 

considered when they discussed hiring someone in 2015 for that job. Although it sounds like a lot of money, 

the secretary does perform a lot of services for the Borough from another office, including taking calls from 

the public and any other calls that go into the Engineer’s office. 

Council Member Pizzella asked for clarification that this is simply a question of moving funds from one line 

item to another. The Planning Board is not yet over budget, and the $75 per hour is being paid for a 

necessary service, not for a secretary. It seems to him that there is quite a bit of effort that goes into putting 

these packets together for the Planning Board and the projects that they are required to hear, and all of the 

other things that need to be done in order for them to make the proper responses. 

Mayor Arnowitz commented that the discussion seemed to veer away from the budget transfer, and more 

into Planning Board procedures. 

Council Member Looes stated that her concern is that just last week, the Council Members said that it would 

be necessary to talk to all of the Borough Departments, and make everyone aware that even if they still had 

money in their budgets, they should not be spending it. While the Council Members cannot make the 

assumption that the Planning Board will be over budget, Council Member Looes thinks that they should be 

cautioned to consider whether something is absolutely necessary before funds are spent. Mayor Arnowitz 

responded that the Planning Board does not actually buy tangible items; their funds are usually spent on 

professional services. Mayor Arnowitz said that the point he was trying to make was that for 2015, certain 
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expenses should be reviewed, such as paying $75 an hour for travel time to bring the plans from Mahwah to 

Hillsdale. 

Council Member Meyerson said that is exactly his point, and he thinks that Council Member Pizzella’s 

assertions are a mischaracterization of what is really happening. This is not an unspecifiable or vague service, 

but is being billed as secretarial time at $75 per hour. In many cases, the services being performed are for 

photocopying and/or travel time. He asked Ms. Ayer if she recalled a bill from several months ago for more 

than $5,000, of which approximately $3,000 was billed as secretarial time. Ms. Ayer confirmed that she 

recalled that bill. Council Member Meyerson said that was what was first brought to the attention of the 

Borough Council. Questions were raised about the Planning Board budget, and Council Member Meyerson 

conferred with Mayor Arnowitz, who was checking with the Planning Board. Now this new issue has arisen, 

and Council Member Meyerson is concerned about that line item being over budget. He told Council 

Member Frank that he is willing to have a discussion about Waste Management, but this was not the time to 

do that. Council Member Frank responded that this issue is about $5,000 within a department budget, and he 

understood the complaint Council Member Meyerson was making. Council Member Frank said he, too, had 

questions about the rate being paid to the secretary of the Planning Board, and he shared Council Member 

Meyerson’s frustration. The Council Members are given an opportunity at the beginning of the year, when 

the budgets come out, to ask these types of questions, but once the budgets are implemented, the Planning 

Board has control over their own budget, as do all other departments. Council Member Meyerson said that is 

true except for one thing: the Planning Board is now requesting a transfer because they are over budget on 

this particular line item, and he believes they will most likely go over budget for the year. They are over 

budget on this particular line item because so much of it is billed for secretarial time. In Council Member 

Meyerson’s view, that is not good management. He agrees with Mayor Arnowitz that there is not a lot that 

can be done about it now, and he has no intention of voting for this transfer. However, something must be 

done about it for 2015 to ensure that this is not happen again. 

Council Member Frank pointed out that this is an opportunity to bring up this issue with the Planning Board 

when budget discussions are underway. 

Council Member DeGise pointed out that the heavy caseloads should have nothing to do with the budget 

overage, because the applicants pay for the hourly charges incurred by the Engineer, Attorney, and the 

secretarial time. Mayor Arnowitz said he was under the impression that the secretarial time was covered by 

the Planning Board budget, and Council Member DeGise noted that it is not, if it is incurred as a result of an 

application that is filed. He added that the Planning Board has had more special meetings than ever before, 

and Council President Kelley stated that costs related to special meetings are paid by the applicant. Mayor 

Arnowitz noted that the special meetings are not being held for one particular applicant, but because there is 

not enough time to cover all of the necessary items in the regular meeting. Council President Kelley stated 

that all of the special meetings held this year were requested by Caliber Builders, and should be billed to 

them. 

Council Member DeGise continued by saying that the Council Members should look into the billing 

situation, if it is not being done properly. He added that he was very upset when an email was sent that 

included a private vote taken by the Planning Board members to decide who their professionals would be for 

next year, which Council Member DeGise believes is unacceptable.  

Council President Kelley, as the Planning Board liaison, stated that a lot of what the secretary does is 

specialized for the Planning Board Engineer. The $75 per hour for secretarial work includes the same types 

of things that Ms. Witkowski does for every Borough Council meeting, including setting up microphones; 

taking minutes; travel time to and from the meetings; any other setup required for the meeting; waiting for 

the meeting to start; preparing the minutes for the meeting; and cleaning up after the meeting is over. He 

asked Ms. Ayer if she could provide the difference in the amount spent for that line item between 2013 and 

2014. Council President Kelley believes that this year’s amount is more than double what was spent in 2013. 

Ms. Ayer said she did not have the subaccount information with her; she only had the total budget for the 

Planning Board. Furthermore, Councilman’s and Kelly said he was always told all expenses for any special 

meetings that were held were paid for by the applicant. 

Mayor Arnowitz said he is already working on the 2015 budget, and he will talk to the Planning Board again. 

He asked Council Member DeGise to help, as well as whoever is appointed as the Planning Board liaison. 

The Planning Board will be presenting their budget, which is the only time the Council Members have any 

input into their budget. In the past, no one has sent down to discuss the budget with anyone from the 

Planning Board as it is prepared, and Mayor Arnowitz believes maybe it is time to start doing that. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:   Council Members DeGise, Frank, Looes and Pizzella 

Nays:  Council Member Meyerson and Council President Kelley 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTARIES: 

Council Member Meyerson left the room at 9:00 PM. 

 

Council Member Pizzella stated that he was recently approached by John Puccio, the Assistant Principal at 
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Pascack Valley High School, informing Council Member Pizzella that the art students at PV would like to 

pursue a storefront window painting project. Council Member Pizzella thinks it is a wonderful idea, and is a 

great way to get students involved, as well as showcasing talent at the high school. It is also a creative way 

to get local businesses together around a common event and hopefully move forward with starting a 

Chamber of Commerce. In addition, it would possibly bring more people downtown, and could be 

considered a possible revitalization of Hillsdale. At this time, Council Member Pizzella is making sure there 

are no issues regarding the sign ordinance. The theme is “Celebrating the Holidays in Hillsdale,” and this is 

the first attempt at this type of event. If it works out, it is hoped that the students could do this again at 

Halloween. Council Member Pizzella hopes there is a Chamber of Commerce by that time who could work 

with the Recreation Committee to create an event throughout the town. It is hoped that at least 10 businesses 

will agree to allow their windows to be used, with the unveiling to be held the same night as the tree lighting. 

Mayor Arnowitz noted that the first problem could be encountered due to the fact that someone has been 

painting windows in Hillsdale, and it is possible that it is being done by the Boy or Girl Scouts. He also 

asked Borough Attorney Bernstein if the Council Members could waive the permit and fee required by the 

temporary sign ordinance for the students. Borough Attorney Bernstein said he believes the Borough 

Council can waive those requirements. He explained that this goes back to one of the questions raised by the 

ordinance, which is whether this constitutes a sign, or if it is simply a window covering. The sign ordinance 

indicates signage, and this would not really fit that definition, because it is more like painting on a window. 

Council Member Looes recalled that there seemed to be an issue regarding coverage on a window. Borough 

Attorney Bernstein answered that it goes back to the underlying issue, which is whether it is a sign. Council 

Member Pizzella pointed out that if it is a temporary sign, the students have to be limited to 25% of the 

window, which is not enough window space for their needs. Mayor Arnowitz said he has no problem with 

this project, but he does not want to step on the toes of those who are painting already, and he wants to cover 

all the bases. He also said he would be very disappointed if the Borough does not participate in this. He 

asked Borough Attorney Bernstein to figure out a way to allow this, and Borough Attorney Bernstein replied 

that, as he stated earlier, he does not believe this falls under the definition of a sign. Mayor Arnowitz 

commented that if that is the case, the Council Members do not have to do anything, and he asked if anyone 

had any problems with allowing this project. Council Member Pizzella stated that there is a form that the 

business owners can complete to let the Board of Education that they want to be on the list of sponsors. It is 

hoped that at least 10 business owners will agree, but Council Member Pizzella said they hope that they can 

find more than that. Mayor Arnowitz suggested that for 2015, make this request sooner, so it can be included 

in the newsletter. Council Member Pizzella asked if there any business owners watching or present to wish 

to participate, they can let him know. He pointed out that the Fire Department could also participate in this. 

 

Council President Kelley mentioned that the Santa detail is being changed this year, and will be done at 

night. It will be from December 16-December 18, starting at 6:00 PM. The Hillsdale Fire Department 

website and Facebook page, as well as the Borough website, will have more information, including maps of 

the areas that will be visited. However, residents will know when the trucks are coming, because the trucks 

will be playing loud music to let children know that Santa is coming. Mayor Arnowitz suggested that 

Council President Kelley contact Ms. Kohan so that she can send an email to the whole town with the 

schedule of streets to be visited.  Council President Kelley also mentioned that on Friday, November 14, at 

6:00 PM, the Pascack Valley High School football team will be participating in the first round of State 

playoffs. They are currently ranked number one in the State. 

 

Council Member Meyerson Returned at 9:07 PM. 

 

Council Member Frank thanked everyone who came out for the Veterans Day ceremony in Veterans Park 

yesterday. It seems like attendance is growing every year. The veterans also continue to visit the schools this 

year, and those visits will be completed by this Friday. Next, Council Member Frank mentioned that he has 

gotten to know a bit more about Eagle Scouts; one of his sons-in-law is an Eagle Scout. This Sunday, there 

will be a Court of Honor ceremony in which three Eagle Scouts will be inducted. The three Eagle Scouts to 

be inducted are Jacob Boyle; Brian McKenna; and Eric Stigliano, who did the 9/11 memorial in town. Eagle 

Scouts have the ability to take on a project and get it done. He also made a comment about the Recreation 

Commission appointments. Council Member Frank said he is disappointed that it often seems like petty 

politics take over the appointment process. He has never been the liaison to the Recreation Commission, and 

he got involved when he read the ordinance and saw what the Recreation Commission was doing. After 

asking many questions and fighting a long battle, Council Member Frank is unable to get someone to pay 

attention to what is going on in the Recreation Commission and get it fixed. Three years ago, when Council 

Member Pizzella was liaison, he worked on getting the sports agreements together. There seems to be a 

problem with the people who have been appointed to the Recreation Commission, who often do not show up 

to meetings. It seems that many times, friends or political supporters are chosen for these appointments, but 

what is needed is people who will work and show up. The person who is been nominated by Mayor 

Arnowitz is currently chairing the HBSA, and she shows up at every meeting. The fact that more than half of 

the Recreation Commission meetings are canceled due to lack of attendance indicates that it is time to put 
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politics aside, and Council Member Frank asked the other Council Members to reconsider their objection to 

the current nominee. 

 

Council Member Meyerson congratulated Detective Sergeant Hampton and Detective Diedtrich on their 

promotions. He also wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 

 

Council Member Looes also congratulated Detective Sergeant Hampton and Detective Diedtrich on their 

new positions, as well as the new board of Fire Department officers. She also reminded everyone that the 

senior luncheon is scheduled for November 19 at St. John’s Church, with Wilkes Deli catering. Council 

Member Looes also mentioned that there is a box by the Hillsdale Avenue entrance to Borough Hall for any 

coats donated as part of the Health Department coat drive, which will continue through the first week of 

December. She also wished everyone a happy Thanksgiving. 

 

Council Member DeGise said he spoke with Council Member Frank before the meeting about the fact that 

his daughter, who is in fourth grade at Smith School, was able to visit with the veterans. They were very 

excited about the able to speak to the veterans, and the children have many questions when they came home. 

The leaf program is proceeding very smoothly; they have already made three sweeps around the town. More 

leaves are expected to fall as the temperatures continue to drop, and the leaf piles will be getting larger, so 

Council Member DeGise cautioned everyone to drive carefully. Finally, he mentioned that next week, on 

Friday, the Fire Department will be honoring a 40-year member, Bill Blinn, an ex-Chief of the Fire 

Department. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz commended the new Eagle Scouts to be inducted, saying that it takes a lot of commitment 

and work to be one. He also congratulated and thanked the American Legion for the veterans’ ceremony 

yesterday, because it is important to remember the people who served our country. Mayor Arnowitz also 

thanked the veterans who gave their time to keep this country wonderful. 

 

Council Member Frank interjected that the letters to the troops program will be implemented again this year, 

and information is being distributed to the schools. If anyone in Hillsdale wishes to write a letter to someone 

who is serving, there is a listing of all active duty personnel from Hillsdale. Letters can be dropped off either 

at the American Legion Hut or at Borough Hall. Council Member Meyerson noted that he purchases Girl 

Scout cookies when they are being sold and checks the box to send them to the troops. 

 

Mayor Arnowitz continued by saying on Saturday, the Borough Council has been invited to tour the dam. He 

noted that the emergency services needs equipment to handle rescues on the dam, and Mayor Arnowitz 

believes it is the responsibility of the Water Company to pay for that equipment, and not the taxpayers of 

Hillsdale. He is going to pursue that effort. Mayor Arnowitz and Council Member Looes will be attending 

the Eagle Scout ceremony on Sunday at Hillsdale United Methodist Church to give certificates to the three 

young men. Mayor Arnowitz also repeated what Council Member DeGise said about the leaves in the streets. 

He reminded everyone it is a very dangerous time for fires, but more importantly, people slide on the leaves. 

Mayor Arnowitz thanked the DPW because over the weekend, he received a complaint from residents on 

Liberty Avenue because Stonybrook put leaves out on the street, and the DPW picked them up first thing 

Monday morning. On Friday, Mayor Arnowitz and Mr. Russell looked for the landscaper to correct the 

problem, but they were unable to find him. Mr. Russell will be meeting with the landscaper this week to get 

the problem corrected; Ms. Witkowski noted that it has been corrected. Mayor Arnowitz wished everyone a 

happy and safe Thanksgiving. 

Council Member Looes mentioned that she thought they were supposed to be a vote on the meeting schedule 

for 2015, and Mayor Arnowitz responded that he was only hoping to get a consensus about whether to 

change the schedule. So far, it seems that most of the Council Members want to leave things as they are. The 

actual dates will be voted on at the Reorganization Meeting, although Ms. Witkowski said it would probably 

be done next month in order to set up the schedule. 

 

Ms. Witkowski stated that the road program was supposed to start today with Baylor Avenue, Kent Road, 

and Saddlewood Drive. She also gave the Council Members a copy of an email from the Borough Engineer 

regarding a grant for the ADA restroom for the train station, which was mentioned last week. The Engineer 

said he could apply for it if the Council Members are interested, and if they are interested, let him know, so 

that he can get the necessary paperwork and make the application. Mayor Arnowitz asked if the Borough 

could apply if they do not actually own the train station. Council Member Pizzella pointed out that it would 

probably follow the same procedure as that for the open space grant, in which the Borough could complete 

the application, and have the owner sign it. Finally, Ms. Witkowski reminded Council Member Frank that a 

question he had about what was happening upstairs at the train station. She followed up with Mr. Russell, 

who went in and determine the nothing has been done. Ms. Witkowski has instructed that it needs to be done 

as soon as possible. 
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Borough Attorney Bernstein wished everyone a Happy Hanukkah. 

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION: @9:20 PM 

R14236 To provide for a meeting not open to the public in accordance with the provisions of the New Jersey 

Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-12, attorney-client HOST. 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale is subject to certain requirements of the Open 

Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq; and 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b) provides that an Executive Session not 

open to the public may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale to discuss in a session not 

open to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b) and 

designated below: 

__ (1) Matters required by law to be confidential. 

__ (2) Matters where the release of information would impair the right to receive funds. 

__ (3) Matters involving individual privacy. 

__ (4) Matters relating to collective bargaining agreements. 

__ (5) Matters relating to the purchase, lease or acquisition of real property or the investment of public funds. 

__ (6) Matters relating to public safety and property. 

X_ (7) Matters relating to litigation, negotiations and the attorney-client privilege (Waste Management) 

_   (8) Matters relating to the employment relationship. 

__ (9) Matters relating to the potential imposition of a penalty. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale assembled in public 

session this date that an Executive Session closed to the public be and the same is hereby authorized for 

discussion of matters relating to the specified items designated above. It is anticipated that the deliberations 

conducted in closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the Borough Council 

that the public interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality. 

 

Motion by Council Member DeGise, Second by Council President Kelley, and unanimously carried. 

 
RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING: @9:46 PM 

Motion to reconvene regular session was made by Council Member DeGise, Second by Council Member 

Looes, and unanimously carried. 

Borough  Attorney   Bernstein   said  let  the  record  reflect  all  members   of  the  governing   body  

present  for commencement  of the executive session and are present for the recommencement  of the 

open session, as well as the Borough Clerk/Borough Administrator, the Borough CFO, and the Borough 

Attorney.  

There was a discussion by the Borough Attorney of an ongoing contractual dispute, which may produce 

litigation with Waste Management. Guidance was given to the Mayor and Council and further guidance was 

requested from them at the December 2 meeting. No further action needs to be taken on that matter. 

Borough Attorney Bernstein said he wanted the Mayor and Council to be aware that a grievance has been 

received from the DPW personnel relative to an action taken by the Superintendent last Saturday relating to 

the Saturday delivery of leaves to Northvale. The grievances currently moving through the appropriate 

processes. 

ADJOURNMENT:  @9:46 PM 

Motion to adjourn was made by Council Member Frank, Second by Council Member Meyerson, and 

unanimously carried. 
 
 
 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE 

TUESD AY, DECEMBER 2, 2014 – BEGINNING AT 7:30 P.M. 
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Susan Witkowski, Municipal Clerk 

 

 

 

APPROVED AS PRESENTED 

December 15, 2014 

 

_________________________________ 

Susan Witkowski, Municipal Clerk 
 


