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I. PURPOSE OF THE DECISION DOCUMENT 

 

This Decision Document identifies the remedial alternative selected by the New Jersey Department 

of Environmental Protections (NJDEP) to address contamination found at the Former Alexander 

Cleaners site located in Hillsdale Borough, Bergen County, New Jersey. 

 

The selected remedy for the Former Alexander Cleaners site will be implemented in phases which 

will include: 1) Demolition of the existing building and basement, 2) Focused Predesign 

investigation and characterization of the free phase source area located beneath the basement floor 

slab of the building, 3) Excavation and off-site disposal of the free product source area; and 4) 

evaluation of a monitored natural attenuation remedy for the residual (dissolved) groundwater 

contamination.  The estimated cost of the preferred remedy is approximately $1.9 million. 

 

The NJDEP is issuing this Decision Document as part of its authority under the Department’s 

Technical Requirements for Site Remediation, N.J.A.C. 7:26E; Spill Compensation and Control 

Act, N.J. S.A. 58:10-23.a et. seq, (Spill Act). N.J.S.A. 58:10B, P.L. 1997 c.278, and the regulations 

promulgated under each of these acts. This document summarizes information that can be found 

in greater detail in the Remedial Investigation Report dated July 2016 and Remedial Alternative 

Selection and Evaluation Report dated February 2017 (Revised September 2017), both reports 

prepared by H2M Associates (NJDEP’s RI/RD/RA Term Contractor). 

 

II. COMMUNITY ROLE IN THE SELECTION PROCESS 

 

A Proposed Plan, made available for public comment on February 23, 2018, summarized the 

results of NJDEP work to date at the site and presented descriptions of remedial alternatives 

considered by the Department to address contamination remaining on-site.  The Proposed Plan 

also recommended NJDEP’s preferred remedial alternative to be implemented.  A display ad 

announcing the Public Comment period was published in “The Record” on February 23, 2018.  

The Borough of Hillsdale provided links to the Proposed Plan on the Borough’s web page.  A 

public repository was established at the Borough Municipal Building, including relevant 

documents available for review by local officials and residents. 

 

The Public Comment period closed on March 23, 2018. Written comments were received from 

the Hillsdale Borough Administrator, the Hillsdale Borough Environmental Commission, Bergen 

Save the Watershed Action Network (SWAN), the Bank of America, and two Borough residents.  

The comments, summarized and grouped by relevant topics, and responses are provided in the 

Responsiveness Summary section of this document.  All comments summarized in this document 

have been considered in NJDEP’s final decision for the selection of remedial activities for the site. 

 

 

 




















