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*** PLEASE NOTE THAT AT THIS MEETING THERE WAS A SOUND ISSUE WHERE A LOT OF 

THE COMMENTARY CAN NOT BE HEARD***  

 

Mayor Sheinfield Opened the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance and giving the Open Public Meeting 

Statement. 

 

Borough Clerk Kohan took roll call: Council President Escobar, Council Members Colletti, Fox (absent), Osso 

(absent), Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Mayor Sheinfield (Borough Administrator Mike Ghassali, Borough Clerk Denise 

Kohan, Borough Attorney Mark Madaio) 

 

Mayor Sheinfield recognized William Franklin for his service to the Borough of Hillsdale and presented him 

with a lifelong badge for all that he has done.  Bergen County OEM Director, Barry Levinthal present Butch 

with a certificate of appreciation as well.  We wish him well on his future endeavors as he is retiring from the 

Borough. 

 

Mayor Sheinfield looked for a motion to go into closed session 

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION: 

24301 To provide for a meeting not open to the public in accordance with the provisions of the New 

Jersey Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 ï Borough Personnel, Borough Professionals 

 
          WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale is subject to certain requirements of the Open Public 

Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 provides that an Executive Session not open to the 

public may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale to discuss in a session not open 

to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by and designated below:  

 

__ (1) Matters required by law to be confidential.  

     (2) Matters where the release of information would impair the right to receive funds. 

__ (3) Matters involving individual privacy ï  

     (4) Matters relating to collective bargaining ï  

     (5) Matters relating to the purchase, lease or acquisition of real property or the investment of public 

           funds.  

   _ (6) Matters relating to public safety and property ï  

X   (7) Matters relating to litigation, negotiations and the attorney-client privilege ï Borough Personnel, Borough 

Professionals 

      (8) Matters relating to the employment relationship ï  

___(9) Matters relating to the potential imposition of a penalty. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED , by the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale assembled in public session this 

date that an Executive Session closed to the public be and the same is hereby authorized for discussion of matters relating 

to the specified items designated above.  It is anticipated that the deliberations conducted in closed session may be disclosed 

to the public upon the determination of the Borough Council that the public interest will no longer be served by such 

confidentiality. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24301.pdf
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Motion Trochimiuk   Second Escobar 

Ayes: Councilmember Colletti, Council President Escobar, Ruocco, Trochimiuk 

Nays: None 

Absent: Fox, Osso 

 

**Councilman Osso joined the meeting after roll call**  

 

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING:  

 

Motion Ruocco   Second Escobar 

Ayes: Council President Escobar, Councilmember Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti 

Absent: Fox 

 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT (time limited to 3 minutes, items on the agenda only, one topic per speaker -please 

state your name and town of residence for the record) 

(a sound system issue was noted which made it hard to hear) 

 

Mayor Sheinfield opened the Initial Public Comment Period. 

 

Richard Savino of Hillsdale stated that in regards to the reintroduction of the Patterson Street Ordinance, he 

would like to know what changes were made and why the Borough has decided not to follow the Planning 

Board Recommendation. 

 

Seeing no one else wishing to address the Mayor and Council, Mayor Sheinfield closed the Initial Public 

Comment Period. 

 

Borough Clerk Kohan introduced the correspondence that was received from the Environmental Commission. 

 

1. Email received on November 21, 2024 from the Environmental Commission requesting use of the West 

Lot on January 11, 2025 from 10:00 am ï 1:00 pm for a Styrofoam Recycling Drive 

 

Motion to approve, receipt and file Colletti Second  Escobar 

Ayes: Councilmember Fox, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti, Council President Escobar 

Nays: none 

Absent: Fox 
 

PROFESSIONAL MONTHLY REPORTS:  

Borough Engineer Report ï November 2024              Borough Engineer Nick Chelius 

Borough Engineer Nick Chelius summed up his report for the Month of November.  The Borough was awarded 

a FY2025 Municipal Aid Grant $152,040 for Roadway Preservation. 

Centennial is being worked on and almost complete.  He anticipates the field being ready for the spring. 

Feedback for Memorial Field from various Borough Meetings such as the Recreation Commission and the 

Town Hall meeting.  He is waiting for direction from the Mayor and Council before moving ahead with any 

changes.  

 

Councilman ï Robert Colletti Jr. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/December_2024_Engineering_Report.pdf
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The Local Board of Ed met and they continue to work on the plans for the renovation at George White. They 

are currently working on obtaining the first bond for the project. 

The signs that were obtained by the Environmental Commission under a grant for the Nature Trail will be 

installed in the month of December.  They will also be holding a Styrofoam Collection Event on January 11, 

2025 from 10:00 ï 12:00 in the West Lot.  This will be open to all Bergen County residents.   

 

Councilman ï Clemente Osso  

The Filed Committee met last night and they continue to work on the concept plan for Memorial Field. There 

has been a lot of feedback from residents at the Town Hall Meeting that they are reviewing. (Rest of his report 

was inaudible) 

 

Councilman ï John Ruocco  

Access for All met on November 18th.  The Chair is planning to meet with the Recreation Director to work on 

the Grant under Jakeôs Law.  They are planning on using this grant in Beechwood Park.They are planning for 

Arts & Crafts workshops, one for children, one for adults. They have two vacancies and will recommend 

replacements to the mayor . 

The Board of Health met Nov 19 and discussed the BAôs recommendation to enter into a shared service 

agreement with  the County in lieu of  Northwest Bergen for a  20,000+ savings to the Borough.  

The Finance Committee met and have began working on the challenging 2025 budget. We are expecting to start 

2025 with a surplus of about $6 million, same as last year. 

A reassessment is due for 2027 so preparation for this will begin in 2025. It require a budget of about $500K in 

2026. Discussed the positive impact of an Ambulance shared service agreement with two other towns, saving 

$75K annually. Asked the BA to calculate what the Borough expended in 2024 on its road program. 

 

Borough Administrator ï Mike Ghassali 

We continue to work on the DPW Building and replacing items that were lost during the last flood.  The drone 

study has been completed and there are several trees down along the brook area.  The report has been sent to 

Westwood who is the lead agency. 

The Field Committee has met and has given their feedback to the Engineers.  A Town Hall meeting is scheduled 

for December 10th where we will get resident feedback on the Memorial Field Improvements. 

(Inaudible) 

Councilman Ruocco refereed to a 3-page report on the Ambulance shared service study provided to him by the 

mayor, and asked if there was more. .  The Administrator stated that he has all that has been given to us at this 

point as this is still an ongoing study. This is just a general overview of the shared service. So far only data on 

the number of calls and the number of hours of each of the three towns has been reviewed. 
 

ORDINANCES:  

24-15 (Introduction) 

Ordinance of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, New Jersey Adopting an Amendment to the 

Hillsdale-Patterson Street Redevelopment Plan 
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