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 Regular Meeting  

June 9, 2020 

Council Meeting Minutes 

June 9, 2020 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting of the Borough of Hillsdale held at 7:30 PM on Tuesday, June 9, 2020 via: 

To Access the Council Meeting on-line: 
 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/343718213  

 

You can also dial in using your phone.  

United States: +1 (224) 501-3412  

 

Access Code: 343-718-213  

 

New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first meeting starts:  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/343718213  

You will be able to address the Mayor and Council during the public session part of the meetings only or any 

public hearing session.  The Mayor will identify you by your login information.  You will need to state your name 

and address for the record.   

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Ruocco who also led the Salute to the Flag. 

 

 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT:   

This is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 9th day of June 2020.  Notice of the time and place of 

this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Record; a copy was posted on the bulletin board 

outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested parties. 

Please notify the Municipal Clerk for any disability requirements necessary for attendance at Mayor and Council 

meetings.  Please silence all cell phones. Please wait to be recognized by the Mayor during the Public Hearing 

and the Public Comment part of the meeting.  You will need to state your name and address for the record. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

Council Members DeRosa, Escobar, Council President Horvath, Lundy, Pizzella, Trochimiuk, Mayor Ruocco, 

(Borough Attorney Mark Madiao, BA Christopher Tietjen, Borough Clerk Denise Kohan) 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT (Time limited, new topics only, one topic per speaker): 

Mayor Ruocco open the Public Comment Period.  Seeing no one, the Mayor closed the Public Comment Period. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Council Meeting Minutes May 1, 2020 

 

Motion Councilmember Lundy   Second Councilmember DeRosa 

Ayes: Council Members DeRosa, Escobar, Council President Horvath, Lundy, Pizzella, Trochimiuk 

Nays: None 

Abstain: None 

 

 

PROFESSIONALS REPORT/MONTHLY DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 

(The following correspondence on file in Borough Clerks Office) 

 

Hillsdale Police Department Report – May 2020 

Department of Public Works Report – May 2020 

Borough Engineer Report – May 2020 

 

Councilmember DeRosa asked the Borough Engineer as to when he feels play can resume on Memorial Field? 

The Borough Engineer said they have just put the sod down last week.  Its going to take a good 3-4 weeks for the 

sod to adhere, so I would probably say at least a month from today as you don’t really want to scuff up the sod.   

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/343718213
tel:+12245013412,,343718213
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/343718213
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Minutes_5.1.2020.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/PD_May_2020_monthly_report.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/DPW_May_2020_report.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Engineer_June_5__2020_1st_page.pdf
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Councilmember Pizzella added that awhile back, you as the Borough Engineer told us about PSE&G cutting trees 

and working on power lines and then a tree replacement plan.  Can you explain where we are with that? 

The Borough Engineer said we are at a point where PSE&G would be willing to meet virtually, even with the 

Environmental Commission about the tree replacements they want to use.  They have their own arborist so 

whenever they are willing to meet, we can meet.  Councilmember Pizzella stated that he could get a list from the 

Environmental Commission of the trees that they would like. The Borough Engineer said that would be great and 

he would forward it on to the PSE&G Arborist.  I will also update where we are with this on my monthly reports. 

The Borough Engineer added that in his report, on page 5 he inadvertently omitted information about the Open 

Space Grant, which is due on June 29th.  We filed a letter of interest for $100,000 for Memorial Field.  Mayor 

Ruocco said that this is on the agenda for tonight.  The BA added that there is also the Public Hearing for this on 

tonight as well.   

Mayor Ruocco asked that assuming we get the grant, what is the plan?  The Borough Engineer responded that we 

left the application a little bit vague, we tried to be all encompassing there.  I didn’t want to get locked into 

anything.  We talked about the ball field improvements, football field improvements, but its kind of open to 

Council.  Councilmember DeRosa said we also talked about Centennial Field. We still have time to change that 

correct?  The Borough Engineer said yes you can repurpose it next year, you can file a repurposing application 

for another project.  Councilmember DeRosa asked would it be easier to decide now before we file or just leave 

it the way it is right now?  The Borough Engineer said I would leave it right now as a place holder for the money.   

Councilmember DeRosa said that the Recreation Commission discussed also using the funds for Beechwood Park 

or Memorial or perhaps small parks like McSpirit.  The Borough Engineer said we could hear back in a couple of 

months.  It will take a while for the County to go through the applications and they may make counter offers, so 

it will take some time to hear back if we do get awarded money.  Then the BA and I will have to get together to 

decide what to do with whatever they do give us.   

The BA added that this money that we received last year was awarded at the December meeting. 

Councilmember Trochimiuk said she wanted to be clear.  The grants that are in your Engineer Report for 2019 

and 2020, we have already received these grants and where it says that we have to make a match, we’ve made the 

match or were going to make the match? The Borough Engineer responded that if it says grants in hand, you have 

the grants and I believe you have the match.  I wouldn’t show them if you didn’t have the match.  The BA 

confirmed that the 2019 and the 2020 grants, funds were already allocated in a Capital Ordinance and ready to be 

drawn off from.    He also stated that Council should remember that this is only an application to apply.  Open 

Space can decide to award us the funds but council can decide not to take and use the funds. We are not bound to 

anything.   

Councilmember Lundy asked about the CDBG Grant for $50,000.00 for an elevator in the train station, is this a 

matching grant, a non-matching grant?  Why do we need an elevator in the train station?  The Borough Engineer 

replied that the CDBG grants are non-matching grants.  You just apply and get the money.  Why do we need an 

elevator in the train station aske Councilmember Lundy?  The Borough Engineer replied that this is for the Council 

to decide.  This is what I was asked to put in to the county.  Councilmember Lundy asked the Borough Engineer 

who asked you to put this in?  Wouldn’t this have been a Council discussion? 

The BA responded that this was done at the beginning of the year just as I was coming into the position, so I 

assumed that this was discussed by the Council.  The council doesn’t have to pass the resolution if that is the 

pleasure of the council.   

Councilmember Pizzella  commented that he had thought that we were not going to do this because we weren’t 

sure if we could put an elevator in or if it had to be added outside, if it would conflict with the Historic Preservation 

Grant that we received?  I’m confused as to why we are still talking about the elevator in the train station.  The 

BA replied that the train station elevator was proposed in this round of the CDBG grants, however the Borough 

submitted three applications but only two applications are permitted by the bylaws.  Since the train station was 

the third one to be submitted and it was not considered by the committee reviewing the applications for this cycle.  

To my knowledge, after speaking with DMR, they can’t commit to whether an elevator would be permitted at the 

train station.  Councilmember Trochimiuk asked the Borough Engineer to confirm that these grants are still 

pending as per your report correct?  The Borough Engineer replied that yes, they are.   

The BA said that this grant was not considered, the only ones that were  awarded was the ADA Compliant 

Bathrooms at Stonybrook and a Senior Wellness Program.   

Council President Horvath added that the reason to put in an elevator at the train station was to be able to use the 

second floor.  If it was going to be used then it was a consideration for those that could not walk up the steps.  

The last that I had heard was the DMR was working on the plan and to see if everything was doable.  The last I 

heard was that we are waiting on a load analysis for the building.   

 

The Mayor stated that since we have time until the 8:00 om public hearing, he will skip to the discussion part of 

the agenda. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Councilwoman - Abby Lundy 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Abby_Lundy_Committee_Reports_June_9.pdf
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DISCUSSION:  

Parks- Opening for recreational use 

 

The BA said that there have been discussions about opening parks and playgrounds in conjunction with the 

Executive Orders issued by the Governor and the County Executive.  I would like direction from the Council as 

to whether or not if they would like to see parks and playgrounds open in Hillsdale.  As a precursor, the County 

Executive has not opened playgrounds, like jungle gyms and swing sets for example.  I would recommend that 

those remain closed, but I would recommend opening our public spaces.  Mayor Ruocco added that at the 

Governor’s Staff conference call, a couple of the Mayors asked about parks and fields, particularly issues like 

softball and baseball.  The Governors staff said that we are limited to 50% of the park’s capacity.  They talked 

about more guidance coming tonight or tomorrow morning, as reiterated by the BA, they said that you can’t re-

open the playgrounds.  The BA stated that if it is the pleasure of the council, I would have signs removed from 

the large open spaces and a notice out to the residents regarding open space.   

Councilmember DeRosa said he would like to know if there is any guidance released tonight or tomorrow and 

then we release a notice through an email blast and also something on our website.   

Councilmember Pizzella added that he spoke with Chris as to doing some type of re-opening plan.  Other states 

are doing this and this might be a good thing to show the residents what is open.  It could provide guidance within 

the parks as well.  I have sent a copy to the BA and to Councilmember DeRosa since he is the liaison to Parks 

and Recreation and I think also our Borough Attorney.  The BA said that he will take a look at it and review it 

with the Executive Order and come up with something to distribute to Council before anything goes out to the 

public.   

 

Councilmember Escobar asked if the Governor opens parks up in two weeks, does the council have to meet again 

to allow parks and other things to open?  I think it would be better to give the BA authorization to open them up 

without having to meet again. Mayor Ruocco responded that it may not be his (BA’s) call, it may be the OEM 

folks.   

Councilmember Pizzella made the comment that maybe that in the email that he sent to the BA, he included some 

recreation activities.  We could run some recreation events that follow the guidelines that are out there.  They 

don’t have to be big events but just something for families and kids to do.   

The BA added that at one of the prior meetings, we did cancel all recreation programs and we furloughed the 

recreation staff with the contingency if the Governor were to open more capacity to bring that staff back.  So once 

I have the opportunity to review the Executive Order and what the specifics are, I will make the determination on 

whether to bring back that staff and direct them appropriately as to what they should be scheduling.   

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE SUBMISSION OF A 2020 BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE, 

RECREATION, FARMLAND & HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND GRANT 

APPLICATION – @8:00 p.m. as advertised 

 

Motion to open public hearing on the 2020 Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland & Historic 

Preservation Trust Fund Gran – Memorial Field Recreation Area  

 

Motion Councilmember DeRosa  Second  Councilmember Pizzella 

Ayes: Council Members Escobar, Council President Horvath, Lundy, Pizzella, Trochimiuk, DeRosa 

Nays: None 

Abstain: None 

 

I will now open the meeting to the public.  If anyone desires to be heard regarding the 2020 Bergen County Open 

Space, Recreation, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund Gran – Memorial Field Recreation Area, please 

say your name and wait to be recognized. Once recognized, state your name and address for the record. 

 

The Mayor stated that not seeing or hearing anyone, I entertain a motion that the public hearing on the 2020 

Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund Grant – Memorial Field 

Recreation Area be closed and that it be resolved that a copy of the Letter of Intent and the completed Grant 

Application was available to the public at Borough Hall 

Motion to close public hearing on 2020 Bergen County Trust Fund Grant Application – Memorial Field 

Recreation Area 

 

Motion Councilmember Pizzella  Second Councilmember DeRosa 

Ayes: Council Members Council President Horvath, Lundy, Pizzella, Trochimiuk, DeRosa, Escobar 

Nays: None 

Abstain: None 
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R20113 Resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Approve & Sign the Application for the 2020 Bergen County 

Open Space, Recreation, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund Gran – Memorial Field 

Recreation Area  

 

Motion Councilmember DeRosa Second Councilmember Lundy 

Ayes: Council Members Lundy, Pizzella, Trochimiuk, DeRosa, Escobar, Council President Horvath 

Nays: None 

Abstain: None 

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Jon DeJoseph – 39 Forest Drive – (Councilmember Escobar asked the resident to state his name and address for 

the record).   

Just wanted to follow up that I sent an OPRA request for a copy of the agreement that’s on the agenda for 

approval this evening that I did not receive so I am requesting feedback for the public and the taxpayers and the 

impact that it will have on the residents going forward for the employment contract.  Mayor Ruocco said he 

would  defer to the Clerk who gets and handles those requests.  Borough Clerk Kohan responded that I have 7 

days to respond to an OPRA requests, but even that has been relaxed by the Governor.  However, there is no 

contract to give you at this point anyway.  Mr. DeJoseph said ok, its just a little difficult to understand 

something proposed to be voted on tonight and if there’s no agreement to be voted on it’s a little challenging to 

understand.  Mayor Ruocco said the only agreement that we are voting on tonight is a contract possibly for later 

tonight.  Mr. DeJoseph said that is the agreement that I was referencing.  What the status of it is, what the 

difference is, the changes, what the financial impact is.  Mayor Ruocco said the council hasn’t  had a chance to 

discuss with its own members yet.  We will be discussing that contract in closed.  When we come out, we will 

be discussing it in open.  It is OPRA-able, contracts like this are subject to such requests. If the Clerk is taking 

the time to respond to that request, I believe that is her right. I believe the Clerk is correct in saying that the 

Governor has given an extension to respond.  Mayor Ruocco asked the Borough Attorney if he had anything to 

add.  Borough Attorney Madiao said he is not familiar with the request, but it is a 7-business day request, but if 

it’s a document that is currently available or will be available, I know our Clerk will try to distribute it even 

quicker.  Mayor Ruocco said he thinks that the resident’s concern is that it was on the agenda and in his 

(resident’s) view he thought that he was entitled to see it prior to the meeting.  Mayor Ruocco asked the 

Borough Attorney if  there is  a requirement to do that?  Borough Attorney Madiao said no there is a 7 day 

period  - it doesn’t change the time period.  I am hoping that if tomorrow there is a signed document on the 

Clerks desk that she will scan it over to the requestor. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said not seeing anyone we will move on to the ordinances.   

 

ORDINANCES: (Adoption): 

20-08 (Adoption) 

CAPITAL ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW 
JERSEY AUTHORIZING VARIOUS PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND ACQUISITIONS IN, BY AND 
FOR THE BOROUGH, APPROPRIATING THEREFOR THE SUM OF $1,273,712 AND PROVIDING 
THAT SUCH SUM SO APPROPRIATED SHALL BE RAISED FROM THE BOROUGH'S CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENT FUND AND FROM VARIOUS GRANTS 
 

Motion to open public hearing on Ordinance 20-08 Councilmember Pizzella  Second Councilmember Lundy 

Ayes : Council Members Pizzella, Trochimiuk, DeRosa, Escobar, Council President Horvath, Lundy 

Nays: None 

Abstain: None 

 

I will now open the meeting to the public.  If anyone desires to be heard regarding Ordinance No. 20-08, please 

say your name and wait to be recognized, once recognized state your name and address for the record. 

 

I will now entertain a motion that the public hearing on Ordinance No. 20-08 be closed and that it be resolved 

that this ordinance was posted on the bulletin board on which public notices are customarily posted and published 

in the Ridgewood News.  Copies of said ordinance were made available to the general public.  

 

Motion to close public hearing on Ordinance 20-08 Councilmember DeRosa  Second Councilmember Pizzella 

Ayes: Council Members Trochimiuk, DeRosa, Escobar, Council President Horvath, Lundy, Pizzella 

Nays: 

Abstain: 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20113c.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20-08_(A).pdf
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Motion to adopt Ordinance No.  20-08 Councilmember Lundy   Second Councilmember DeRosa 

 

Councilmember Trochimiuk asked the BA if this is the ordinance for the items that we had put into the budget 

for capital items?  The BA responded that his is correct.  Councilmember Trochimiuk said is this the actual 

authority to go out and do the spending?  The BA responded that Capital Funds have to approved by ordinance, 

so that is the function of this ordinance this evening.  Councilmember Trochimiuk said that this gives the BA 

carte blanche, you still are going to use your professional judgement?  The BA responded correct.  As I had said 

previously at the introduction, I had identified items which includes improvements and securities at Borough Hall, 

at Public Works, the loader which we will receive off of a cooperative purchasing contract and then the road 

program, which has been advertised.  The rest will be on a case by case basis at the Department Heads requests 

in which I will consult with each committee of the Council should there be a request.   

Council President Horvath asked the BA is there an indication on what those items are that we are going to hold 

back on or at least delay for a while? The BA responded that we are going to lay low on everything except for the 

loader, security improvements at Borough Hall and radios for emergency services. Once I receive more details 

on the radios, I will bring that to council for approval.   

 

Ayes: Council Members DeRosa, Escobar, Council President Horvath, Lundy, Pizzella, Trochimiuk 

Nays: None 

Abstain: None 

 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that this ordinance is adopted and the Borough Clerk is authorized to advertise the 

same according to law.     

 

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): R20114 through R20125: 

R20114 Resolution Granting Approval to submit a grant application and execute a grant agreement with 

the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the Reconstruction of Maple Avenue and 

Beech Street 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale desires to receive $294,400.00 in funds from the New Jersey Department 

of Transportation Highway Trust Fund for the purpose of resurfacing, making safety improvements and traffic 

calming measures along Maple Avenue and Beech Street; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has developed a plan of action and cost estimate to improve Maple Avenue, 

Beech Street and key intersections through the addition of pavement markings and other physical 

complementary safety improvements; and  

WHEREAS, the project will also improve safety to the local schools and commuter lines, thus leveraging the 

requested funds; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, formally approves 

the grant application for the above stated project.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant 

application MA-2021-Hillsdale Borough-00068 to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of 

the Borough of Hillsdale. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement 

on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions 

of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement.  

 

R20115 Resolution Granting Approval to submit a grant application and execute a grant agreement with 

the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the Reconstruction of Craig Road, Melville 

Road, Glen Hook Road and Douglas Drive 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale desires to receive $285,050.00 in funds from the New Jersey Department 

of Transportation Highway Trust Fund for the purpose of resurfacing, making safety improvements and traffic 

calming measures along Craig Road, Melville Road, Glen Hook Road and Douglas Drive; and 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20114.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20115.pdf
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WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has developed a plan of action and cost estimate to improve Craig Road, 

Melville Road, Glen Hook Road and Douglas Drive and key intersections through the addition of pavement 

markings and other physical complementary safety improvements; and  

WHEREAS, the project will also improve safety to the local schools and commuter lines, thus leveraging the 

requested funds; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, formally approves 

the grant application for the above stated project.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant 

application MA-2021-Hillsdale Borough-00067 to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of 

the Borough of Hillsdale. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement 

on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions 

of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement.  

 

R20116 Resolution Granting Approval to submit a grant application and execute a grant agreement with 

the New Jersey Department of Transportation for the Borough of Hillsdale Bikeway 

Construction project. 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale desires to receive $532,500 in funds from the New Jersey Department of 

Transportation Highway Trust Fund for the purpose of construction of a Borough of Hillsdale Bikeway; and 

WHEREAS, the Department’s Bikeways program is to encourage New Jersey residents to bike and walk; and 

WHEREAS, the Townships wishes to construct a bikeway, which is fully segregated from the public road 

system, around Centennial Field with connection to St. Nicholas Park; and   

WHEREAS, the proposed bikeway will fully reside on property fully owned by the Borough of Hillsdale; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s design consultant developed a plan of action and cost estimate to for construction 

of the bikeway and addition colorized surface treatments, barrier-free improvements at public roads, wayfaring 

signage, and other physical complementary safety improvements; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale formally approves 

the grant application for the above stated project and will continually own and maintain the areas of 

improvements in perpetuity; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant 

application identified as BIKE-2021-Hillsdale Borough-00009 to the New Jersey Department of Transportation 

on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement 

on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions 

of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement.  

 

R20117 Resolution Extending the Contract for Police Accreditation Services with The Rodgers Group 

 

WHEREAS, on May 9, 2019, the Borough of Hillsdale received one (1) sealed bid for Police Accreditation 

Services; and  

WHEREAS, The Rodgers Group, LLC was found to be the company with the most experienced and skilled staff who 

has performed this function continuously and thoroughly, as determined by their references and experience; and 

WHEREAS, The Rodgers Group, LLC, 850 Bear Tavern Rd, Ewing Township, NJ 08628 was found to be the 

company with the most experienced and skilled staff who has performed this function continuously and thoroughly, 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20116.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20117b.pdf
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as determined by their references and experience for a period of 1-year beginning July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020 

for the amount not to exceed Thirty-nine thousand nine hundred dollars and no cents ($39,900.00) for the Consultation 

Services and Three Thousand Nine Hundred Dollars ($3,900.00) for the TRG Online Training Program; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale wishes to extend the contract with The Rodgers Group, LLC, for a period 

of one (1) year at no additional cost to the Borough until accreditation is received as agreed upon in the terms and 

conditions set forth in the Bid for the for Police Accreditation Services; and 

NOW, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale in the County 

of Bergen, New Jersey that the bid submitted by The Rodgers Group, LLC, 850 Bear Tavern Rd, Ewing 

Township, NJ 08628 for Police Accreditation Services for the Hillsdale Police Department in the Borough of 

Hillsdale be extended for a period of one (1) year under the terms listed in the original bid. 

 

R20118 Resolution Adjusting the Assessment for Block 1212 Lots 15, 15.02 and 16 (305 Patterson 

Street)  

WHEREAS, 305 Patterson Street LLC, is the property owner-taxpayer of real estate known as 

Block 1212, Lots 15, 15.02 and 16, Hillsdale, New Jersey; and 

 

WHEREAS, 305 Patterson Street LLC has made application to the Tax Court of New Jersey to 

have the assessments of the property listed above adjusted; and 

 

WHEREAS, the parties to said action have agreed upon an affirmance of the 2016 assessment, 

adjustments for the 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020 assessments; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor & Council are satisfied that, after due consideration and analysis, the 

settlement, as set forth below, is in the best interests of the Borough; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor & Council of the Borough of Hillsdale 

that the adjustment of the assessments of the property specified above be and is hereby ratified as follows: 

 

 

Block: 1212 Lot: 16 

Address: Paterson Street 

 

    Original  County Board Requested Tax 

Year: 2016   Assessment  Judgement  Court Judgement 

LAND    $5,900   DIRECT  $5,900 

IMPROVEMENTS  $0   APPEAL  $0 

 

TOTAL   $5,900      $5,900 

 

   

Block: 1212 Lot 15 

Address: 305 Patterson Street 
 

    Original  County Board Requested Tax 

Year: 2016   Assessment  Judgement  Court Judgement 

LAND    $1,558,800  DIRECT  $1,558,800 

IMPROVEMENTS  $0   APPEAL  $0 

 

TOTAL   $1,558,800     $1,558,800 
 

Block: 1212 Lot: 16 

Address: Paterson Street 

 

    Original  County Board Requested Tax 

Year: 2017   Assessment  Judgement  Court Judgement 

LAND    $5,900   DIRECT  $5,900 

IMPROVEMENTS  $0   APPEAL  $0 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20118.pdf
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TOTAL   $5,900      $5,900 
 

Block: 1212 Lot 15 

Address: 305 Patterson Street 
 

    Original  County Board Requested Tax 

Year: 2017   Assessment  Judgement  Court Judgement 

LAND    $1,558,800  DIRECT  $1,394,100 

IMPROVEMENTS  $0   APPEAL  $0 

 

TOTAL   $1,558,800     $1,394,100 
 

Block: 1212 Lot: 16 

Address: Paterson Street 

 

    Original  County Board Requested Tax 

Year: 2018   Assessment  Judgement  Court Judgement 

LAND    $5,900   DIRECT  $5,900 

IMPROVEMENTS  $0   APPEAL  $0 

 

TOTAL   $5,900      $5,900 
 

Block: 1212 Lot 15 

Address: 305 Patterson Street 
 

    Original  County Board Requested Tax 

Year: 2018   Assessment  Judgement  Court Judgement 

LAND    $1,558,800  DIRECT  $1,294,100 

IMPROVEMENTS  $0   APPEAL  $0 

 

TOTAL   $1,558,800     $1,294,100 
 

Block: 1212 Lot: 16 

Address: Paterson Street 

 

    Original  County Board Requested Tax 

Year: 2019   Assessment  Judgement  Court Judgement 

LAND    $5,900   DIRECT  $5,900 

IMPROVEMENTS  $0   APPEAL  $0 

 

TOTAL   $5,900      $5,900 

 

 

Block: 1212 Lot 15 

Address: 305 Patterson Street 
 

    Original  County Board Requested Tax 

Year: 2019   Assessment  Judgement  Court Judgement 

LAND    $1,558,800  DIRECT  $1,244,100 

IMPROVEMENTS  $0   APPEAL  $0 

 

TOTAL   $1,558,800     $1,244,100 
 

Block: 1212 Lot 15.02 

Address: 305 Patterson Street 
 

    Original  County Board Requested Tax 

Year: 2020   Assessment  Judgement  Court Judgement 
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LAND    $1,250,000  DIRECT  $1,250,000 

IMPROVEMENTS  $0   APPEAL  $0 

 

TOTAL   $1,250,000     $1,250,000 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Morrison Mahoney LLP be, and hereby are, authorized to execute the 

Stipulation of Settlement memorializing the settlement of the matter of behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proper officials be, and hereby are, authorized to make the necessary 

adjustment to the assessments. 

 

R20119 Payment of Bills 

 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20119_Complete.pdf
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R20120 Resolution Recommending the Hiring of Full Time Dispatcher Tyler Soltes 

WHEREAS, there exists a vacancy in the Hillsdale Police Department for a police dispatcher; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough has gone through the process of applications and interviews to employ the services of 

a full-time police dispatcher and, 

WHEREAS, the Chief of Police has recommended the hiring of a full-time police dispatcher for the Hillsdale 

Borough Police Department. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey that the recommendation of Chief Robert Francaviglia to employ Tyler Soltes as a 

Full-Time Police Dispatcher with the Hillsdale Police Department is accepted and Tyler Soltes is hereby 

appointed to a Full-Time Police Dispatcher with the Hillsdale Police Department, at an hourly salary of 

$17.69/hour, effective June 9, 2020. 

 

R20121 Resolution Authorizing an Agreement Between the Borough of Hillsdale and Quikteks, LLC for 

Information Technology Services 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale (“Borough”) desires to contract with Quikteks, LLC to provide IT Service 

and Maintenance of Desktop Computers; and 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20120.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20121b.pdf
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WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1 et seq., the Borough may use competitive contracting in lieu of 

public bidding for procurement of specialized goods and services, the price of which exceeds the bid threshold; 

and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.1(m) permits the use of competitive contracting for Consulting Services; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.3(b) permits the Borough Qualified Purchasing Agent (“QPA”) to administer 

the process for the purchase pursuant to the rules governing the competitive contracting process; and 

WHEREAS, under the competitive contracting process, the contract for IT Service and Maintenance of Desktop 

Computers will be awarded to that entity submitting a proposal that, when evaluated, most successfully meets the 

stated criteria and, therefore, achieves the highest ranking, rather than based solely on the lowest price; and 

WHEREAS, the recommendation of the Borough Administrator and Qualified Purchasing Agent to authorize a 

three (3) year contract with the option of two (2) one-year extensions in an amount not to exceed $25,200.00, 

effective July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2022; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, in the 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows:  

1. The appropriate Borough Officials are authorized and directed to execute the contract.  

2. The Borough Clerk is directed to forward a copy of this Resolution to the Qualified Purchasing 

Agent and arrange for publication of a notice of award pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.5(g) 
  

Resolution 20122 was pulled for discussion by Councilmember Lundy. Will be discussed after the consent 

agenda 
 

 

R20123 Resolution Authorizing the Refund of the Performance Guarantee for 78 Plymouth Road, Block 

402, Lot 14 
   

 

WHEREAS, Robert Alan, is the Property Owner of the property located at 78 Plymouth Road; in the Borough 

of Hillsdale, Block 402, Lot 14 and has posted a Performance Guarantee in the amount of $10,000.00; and 

WHEREAS, the Property Owner has now requested the return of the Performance Guarantee in connection with 

said property; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has certified via his February 20, 2020 letter to the Construction Official that 

they conducted the final inspection for the construction of a single-family dwelling at 78 Plymouth Road and the 

site has been properly stabilized and all site inspections have been completed and that 68 E Liberty LLC, who 

posted the performance guarantee for this property is entitled to the performance guarantee return in the total 

amount of ($9509.62) that includes interest accrued less any expenditures; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the return of the Performance Guarantee in the amount of 

$9,509.62. 

 

R20124 Resolution Establishing Policies and Procedures for the Payment of Claims, Claimant’s Signature 

for Payment Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-16, N.J.A.C. 5:30-9A.6 and N.J.A.C. 5:31-4.1 

 

WHEREAS, on August 18, 2016 the State of NJ legislature adopted PL 2016, Ch 29 which would allow local 

units to 1) utilize standard electronic funds transfer technologies and 2) greater flexibility on when to require a 

vendor certification prior to paying claims; and 

WHEREAS, NJSA 40A:5-16 requires that the governing body of any local unit shall not pay out of its monies 

unless  

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20123.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20124.pdf
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(a) the person claiming or receiving payment first presents a detailed bill of items or demand, specifying 

particularly how the bill or demand is made up (the Invoice), with the certification of the party claiming payment 

that the bill or demand is correct (the Claimant Certification).   

(b) the payment carries a written or electronic certification of some officer or duly designated employee 

of the local unit having knowledge of the facts that the goods have been received by, or the services rendered to, 

the local unit (certification of the user department). 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-9A.6(c), N.J.A.C. 5:31-4.1, and Local Finance Notice 2018-13 gives local units 

discretion to not require claimant certification by enacting a standard policy by resolution for vendors or claimants 

who do not provide such certification as part of its normal course of business; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board adopted the rules and regulations that the local units must adhere to in 

order to enact the provisions of the law; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-9A.6 allows that municipalities may by resolution set forth the circumstances when 

they will or will not require a vendor (claimant) signature on a purchase order; and 

WHEREAS, Subsection (a) of N.J.A.C. 5:30-9A.6 as well as 5:31-4.1 clarify that the certification may be 

executed by a vendor or claimant by signature stamp, facsimile signature, or by electronic signature in addition 

to a “wet” signature; and 

WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer has determined that the following circumstances be applied with respect 

to this act 

  

Vendor Signature Required (stamp, fax 

electronic or wet is acceptable) 

Vendor Signature not Required  

Employee Reimbursements Vendors who are paid through EFT technologies 

For services provided exclusively and entirely 

by an individual or professional service 

Vendors who do not provide certifications part of the 

normal course of business and/or Purchase orders $5,000.00 

or less. 

Refund of municipal revenue Debt Service 

Retiree reimbursements Non-Municipal Taxes 

Individual /sole proprietor or single member 

LLC 

Utilities regulated by tariff 

Any situation deemed necessary by the CFO or 

his designee 

Professional Development expenses 

  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on the 9TH day of June, 2020, by the Council of the Borough of 

Hillsdale, State of New Jersey, that the above vendor claimant circumstances recommended by the Chief Financial 

Officer be enacted effective immediately. 

 

R20125 Resolution Authorizing the Appointment of Interim Court Administrator (2020-2021) 

 
 

WHEREAS, Jennifer Lacey was appointed Interim Court Administrator for the Borough of Hillsdale 

Municipal Court on June 13, 2017 for a one-year term beginning July 5, 2017 through July 4, 2018; and  

 

WHEREAS, Jennifer Lacey was reappointed for an additional one-year term beginning on July 4, 2018 and 

ending on July 4, 2019; and 

 

WHEREAS, Jennifer Lacey was reappointed for an additional one-year term beginning on July 5, 2019 and 

ending on July 4, 2020; and 

  

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20125.pdf
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WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 2B:12-11 allows the Governing Body to appoint a person as a Municipal Court 

Administrator that is not a certified Municipal Court Administrator, on an interim basis; and 

 

WHEREAS, any person so appointed may, in consultation with the judge of the municipal court, be 

reappointed as Municipal Court Administrator, on an interim bases, for two subsequent one-year terms; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale wishes to reappoint Jennifer Lacey as Interim Court Administered for 

the Borough of Hillsdale for a second one-year term beginning July 5, 2020 through July 4, 2021; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Hillsdale Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Hillsdale hereby appoints Jennifer Lacey as Interim Municipal Court Administrator for a one-year term 

commencing July 5, 2020 and ending July 4, 2021 with an annual salary to be fixed by the Borough’s Salary 

Ordinance. 

 

 Mayor Ruocco asked for  a motion to adopt all but Resolution 20122. 

 

Motion Councilmember Pizzella   Second Councilmember Lundy 

Ayes: Council Members Escobar, Council President Horvath, Lundy, Pizzella, Trochimiuk, DeRosa 

Nays: None 

Abstain: None 

 

 

Regarding R 20122, Councilmember Lundy said she may need some guidance from the Borough Attorney or the 

BA as to how I pose that questions as it pertains to once specific line item.  Which would mean one specific job.  

There is one position which is actually two positions which only lists one salary and where it is really two positions 

and two salaries.  So, I don’t think that this is necessarily portrayed correctly on this resolution.  The BA responded 

that you are referring  to the position of the Chief Financial Officer. I had thought, and correct me if I am wrong, 

that it is one salary $118,000.00, but If I’m wrong, correct me and I can amend the resolution.   Councilmember 

Lundy said I thought it was Tax Collector $30,000.00 and $83,000.00 for the CMFO position.  We did one 

contract with two titles and two salaries.  Councilmember Trochimiuk said didn’t we send that down to pension 

authorities and they said that it wasn’t allowable?  The BA said that I would caution council about the 

appropriateness of this discussion in public session.  Borough Attorney Madiao asked the BA if this is under 

discussion at the Pension Board is there some action that we need to take on that?  The BA responded that he has 

the contract in front of him and the contract reads a “pensionable salary of $118,000.00.”  The Councilmember is 

correct then it is delineated into A and B for salaries for each specific role so the salary ordinance should be 

broken into two salaries and I am ok with that.  Mayor Ruocco stated that the best course of action, subject to the 

attorney’s advice and consent and Council’s consent, that unless there is a need to consider this resolution and 

the portrayal of this particular line item may have an impact on the decision, maybe its best to put aside this 

resolution.  Borough Attorney Madiao said we can certainly do that if it aids in the clarity of this.  We can certainly 

hold off on this until the next meeting if that is something that the CMFO/Tax Collector  is comfortable with.  

The BA responded that he is not comfortable with this discussion since no  Rice Notice was given to the 

individual, so I would further request that a motion be made to table.   

 

Councilmember Lundy made a motion to table Resolution 20122, Second Councilmember Pizzella 

Ayes: Council Members DeRosa, Escobar, Council President Horvath, Lundy, Pizzella, Trochimiuk 

Nays: None 

Abstain: None 

 

 

R20122 Resolution Authorizing the Borough of Hillsdale Council to Fix and Determine Annual Salaries, 

Wages or Compensation to be paid to Officers and Employees of the Borough of Hillsdale 
 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No.20-07 of the Borough of Hillsdale authorized the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale 

to provide for and determine the rate, amount, and method of payment of compensation to persons holding certain 

office and positions of employment in the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council hereby establishes the following salary 

guide for the year 2020, retroactive January 1, 2020.   

  The maximum regular annual salaries of the following employees shall be as specified. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20122.pdf
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Mayor John Ruocco $9,000 

Councilmember  $6,000 

Chief of Police  

Robert Francaviglia 

$190,000 

Police Captain  

Sean Smith 

$182,000 

Police Lieutenant  

Daniel McLaughlin   

$162,365.00 

Borough Administrator/QPA 

Christopher Tietjen  

$115,000 

Borough Clerk  

Denise Kohan  

$76,989.60 

Certified Municipal Finance Officer  

Tax Collector, David Sireci 

$118,000 

Finance Manager  

Gioia Cassidy  

$58,679.00 

Tax Assessor  

Patrick Wilkins  

$23,317.20 

Public Safety Telecommunication Officer 

Kimberly Haffler 

$52,549.00 

Public Safety Telecommunication Officer 

R. Goddin 

$35,179.00 

Public Safety Telecommunication Officer 

Amna Hijab  

$34,489.00 

Finance Assistant –per hour  

Robin Hamman  

$17.50 

Confidential Administrative Assistant – 

Susan Gray – per hour  

$21.32 

Executive Assistant– per hour 

Robin Smith  

$17.43 

Municipal Housing Liaison  

Gioia Cassidy  

$2,000 

Superintendent of Public Works  

William Haffler  

$98,000 

Acting Recycling Coordinator  

William Haffler  

$2,000 

Fire Official 

Darren Blankenbush  

$10, 612.08 

Municipal Judge 

Warren Clark 

$19,356.54 

Inspector for Continuing Certificate of 

Inspection – Darren Blankenbush  

$5,000 

Municipal Court Administrator  

Jennifer Lacey  

$46,818.00 

Municipal Court Violations Clerk–per 

hour Diane Frolich  

$20.81 

Welfare Director  

Kathy Elgert  

$16,133.34 

Community Seniors Activity Director  

Patricia Hughes  

$15,098.20 

Director of Recreation  

Patricia Hughes 

$16,687.58 

Construction Official  

Michelle Wood 

$22,631.31 

Building Subcode Official  

Michelle Wood 

$22,631.31 

Zoning Official – per hour  

Anthony Merlino  

$31.21 

OEM Coordinator  

William Franklin  

$2,000.00 

OEM Deputy Coordinator  $2,000.00 
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Jon Najarian  

 

1. This Resolution shall be effective immediately upon proper adoption by the Borough Council. 
 

***THIS RESOLUTION (20122) HAS BEEN TABLED*** 

OFF-CONSENT: 

 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTARIES: 

Councilmember Escobar said he is just looking forward to the Borough opening up again in light of the Governors 

rules.  I hope to see everyone practicing social distancing and I look forward to seeing everybody. 

 

Councilmember Pizzella, I agree with Councilman Derosa.  I will be providing reports for my committees this 

week 

 

Councilmember DeRosa, I echo the others.  Depending upon the restrictions, I would like the Borough to help 

out the local businesses and merchants I would like the Borough to look into that.  One note, the DPW was able 

to install the plaque for Neil Herring. Its behind the library by the brook.  I was able to see it and was expecting 

the DPW to just install the pole, but they added wrongs and flowers and it really looks great.  The DPW 

Superintendent, with Mike Murdock, Stephen Cooke and Frank Scarpati did and excellent job.  Neil Herrings 

daughter took him down to see it and he was overjoyed with it. 

 

Council President Horvath would like to give kudos to our Chief and Captain for a peaceful demonstration we 

had at the park a few days ago.  The chief made an eloquent speech and there were other eloquent speeches by 

others.  I think it’s something that needs to happen in this town to reinforce the ideology that we all live by.   

 

Councilmember Lundy just wanted to continue thanking all our first responders, our essential workers and our 

volunteers. And again, thank all of the people that were involved in the t-shirt fundraiser for our volunteers where 

we sold 952 shirts and raised over $17,000.00 where we gave the Fire Department and the Ambulance each 

$8600.00 each.  I want to thank all those that helped distribute them.  I want to thank Councilman Escobar, 

Council DeRosa who also assisted in distributing and participated in the fundraiser.   

 

Councilmember Trochimiuk wanted to say that our Board of Health wanted me to announce that the Health 

Officer Angela Musella from Northwest Regional Health Commission at the end of June.  No replacement has 

been found as of yet. They also wanted to say that the nurses continue to support our residents. Marguerite Deppert 

is in daily contact with the NJ Dept of Health.  On June 24th the County Health Dept will be bringing Mobil 

Testing to Stonybrook for Covid-19 testing and Antibody testing.  This is in conjunction with Hillsdale, Emerson 

and Washington Township.  

 

Mayor Ruocco added that on July 5th the New York Times will be publishing an article on Hillsdale.  It will be 

in the Real Estate Section.  It was a result of interviews that they conducted with myself, and residents that he had 

advised that they speak to.  Also I just want to with the town a great Independence Day since we don’t have a 

regular meeting scheduled between now and then.   

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION:   

R20126 To provide for a meeting not open to the public in accordance with the provisions of the New 

Jersey Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 – Discussion relating to contracts – 

Municipal Clerk Office/ Outdoor Dining/Entertainment 

There will be the possibility of action taken after the closed session and will be back in about 45 minutes.  

Motion Councilmember Pizzella   Second Councilmember Lundy 

Ayes: Council Members Council President Horvath, Lundy, Pizzella, Trochimiuk, DeRosa, Escobar 

Nays: None 

Abstain: None 

 

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING: 

 

Motion Councilmember DeRosa   Second Councilmember Pizzella 

All in Favor: Council Members Lundy, Pizzella, Trochimiuk, DeRosa, Escobar, Council President Horvath 

Opposed: None 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20126.pdf
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R20128  Resolution to Temporarily Permit the Sale of Goods on the Public Sidewalk by Existing 

Merchants of the Borough of Hillsdale 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Code of the Borough of Hillsdale does not generally permit the exterior sales 

of good by merchants or the exterior sales of goods on the public sidewalks or designated public areas; and 

WHEREAS, due to the current COVID-19 Pandemic, Hillsdale merchants are limited by current 

Executive Order in the ability to sell their goods from their retail stores resulting in a detriment to the merchants 

and the community; and  

WHEREAS, the Governing Body desires to permit local merchants the greatest possible opportunities to 

engage in commerce and serve residents and non-residents alike while Executive Order 107 is in effect in its 

present, or modified, format; and 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body desires to enhance and expedite the opportunities of local merchants 

without regard for various Ordinances, during a limited time frame, to provide for assistance of local merchants 

and to expedite the community’s, recovery from the effects of the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

1. All merchants with existing “brick and mortar” retail stores shall be permitted to sell their merchandise 

on the exterior portion of their property or in that area of the public right-of-way reserved for pedestrian 

traffic from the curb to the front line of the building housing the retail establishment or upon other areas 

designated by the Borough.   

2. It is understood that the manner of sale shall be similar to that of a “sidewalk sale” and shall be permitted 

to take place during regular business hours only. 

3. Nothing herein shall permit any use of the sidewalk in a manner as to prohibit safe public passage upon 

the public sidewalk or render the area between the front line of the building and the curb as unsafe or 

unsuitable for pedestrian and wheelchair traffic. 

4. All disputes as to the use of sidewalk areas, safe sidewalk access, and the specifics of exterior sales area 

shall reset in the sound discretion of the Construction Code Official or Zoning Officer who shall have the 

authority to order the adjustments of the dimensions of the sidewalk sale area as they see fit or, if 

necessary, revoke the privilege of the merchant to continue to conduct exterior sales.   

5. All merchants shall be responsible to maintain the area between the curb and the front of the building in a 

manner that is clean, safe, and free of “trip hazards”. 

6. Nothing herein shall serve to permit the violation of any Executive Order. 

7. Nothing herein shall contravene obligations to provide for “social distancing” or otherwise operate 

outside the terms of mandatory or generally accepted medical advice. 
 

Motion Councilmember DeRosa Second Councilmember Pizzella 

Ayes: Council Members Escobar, Council President Horvath, Lundy, Pizzella, Trochimiuk, DeRosa 

Nays: None 

Abstain: None 

 

R20127 Resolution Approving Employment Agreement Between the Borough of Hilldale and Denise 

Kohan 

 
 

WHEREAS, Denise Kohan has previously been appointed as the Municipal Clerk for the Borough of Hillsdale 

(“Hillsdale”), for a term expiring on June 8, 2023; and 

WHEREAS, Hillsdale and Denise Kohan have agreed upon the terms of an Employment Agreement; and 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20128.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20127c.pdf
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WHEREAS, Hillsdale wishes to memorialize its approval of such Employment Agreement, the terms of which 

are incorporated by reference herein, and to authorize the Mayor to execute the Employment Agreement on its 

behalf; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 1. The Employment Agreement between the Borough of Hillsdale and Denise Kohan be and hereby 

is approved on the terms recited therein. 

 2. Mayor John J. Ruocco be and hereby is authorized to execute the Employment Agreement on 

behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale. 

 3. The Mayor, the Borough Clerk, the Borough Attorney and the Borough Labor Attorney are 

authorized to take any and all necessary and appropriate actions to effectuate the terms of this Resolution. 

Motion Councilmember Escobar   Second Councilmember Pizzella 

Mayor Ruocco asked if anyone wanted to have a discussion?  Seeing that no council member wants to raise any 

issues, Mayor Ruocco stated he would like to say something about this contract at the moment.  Mayor Ruocco 

stated that he doesn’t know why anyone is getting a raise this year other than those that are represented by a union 

which we already signed or we are about to sign as a  collective bargaining agreement.  This increase in this 

contract calls for a salary to increase from $76,990 to $89,000.00, effective 1/1/21.  That’s a 15.5% increase.  The 

average salary for this position in Bergen County Towns is about $81,000.00.  I think this contract is particularly 

rich and runs  contrary to what the Borough is facing.  Our library has furloughed people, part-timers and others.  

We have let a full-time staff member go and yet we are giving raises of this size.  This has nothing to do with 

Denise’s performance, I think her performance is good and all council people feel that same way.  This particular 

size  raise in my view is indefensible.  The BA has been told not to use the full amount of appropriations in the 

budget for the balance of the year because of uncertainty of revenues.  Municipalities are strapped for cash and 

are so desperate that they are asking  to borrow long term cash to fund their immediate operating budget, which 

is a recipe for financial disaster  This council has a hard time showing fiscal restraint when it comes to 

compensating existing employees.  We appreciate our employees but that’s not a reason to spend our money 

unwisely.  It calls into question the sincerity  of those that voted for this 15% , but who argued last year for fiscal 

discipline when we  hired another, a Borough Administrator and a CFO.    I wouldn’t vote for it, but I don’t get a 

chance to vote.   

 

Council President Horvath stated that he agrees with the Mayor 100%.  This is extremely inappropriate at this 

time.  We went through a whole budget hearing in a couple of meetings in the past and we should not be spending 

money and show a little restraint.  Again, nothing against Denise, I am sure she is worth all the money but now 

is not the time to do it.  Because of that my vote has got to be no. All the businesses not making money, its just 

not appropriate at this time.   

Mayor Ruocco also added that this contract involves a merging of a special agreement that was agreed to last year 

because we had records management issues that had to be caught up with.  We pay our Clerk an amount per hour 

to do that and we are now incorporating that into the salary and furthermore adding on an additional 4.5% increase.  

I think the two should be separate and continue to give that special contract to her but it was always viewed as 

temporary.   

Councilmember Trochimiuk stated that I am prepared to vote no on this.  In light on the pandemic and in light of 

everything that we have discussed and the issues that are going on with business and those that are closed.  I find 

it completely appalling that the Business Administrator would propose and the council would even approve giving 

an employee an approximate raise of 15%.  There should have been a zero raise and to be pushed off to be further 

discussed next year when we can hope for a better time and a better set of opportunities.  I consider this to be a 

complete slap in the face to all our constituencies.    

 

Ayes: Council Members Pizzella yes and who also stated deserving so and thank you for your service to the town.  

Thanks for everything that you do.), DeRosa, Escobar,  
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Nays: Councilmember Trochimiuk, Council President Horvath 

Abstain: Councilmember Lundy 

 

ADJOURNMENT:   

 

Motion to adjourn Councilmember Lundy Second Councilmember DeRosa 

All in favor: Council Members Trochimiuk, DeRosa, Escobar, Council President Horvath, Lundy, Pizzella 

All opposed: none 

 

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE 

TUESDAY, JULY 14, 2020 7:30 PM 

 

Denise Kohan, Municipal Clerk  

 

          _____________________________ 

               

                   APPROVED AS PRESENTED     


