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Council Meeting Minutes 

April 15, 2025 
 

 

Mayor Sheinfield opened the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance and giving the Open Public 

Meeting Statement.  This is a Regular Meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 15th day of April, 

2025. Notice of the time and place of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Bergen 

Record; a copy was posted on the bulletin board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested 

parties. 

Please silence all cell phones. Please wait to be recognized by the Mayor during the Public Hearing and the 

Public Comment part of the meeting.  You will need to state your name and town of residence for the record. 

 

Borough Clerk Kohan took roll call - Mayor Michael Sheinfield, Council President Osso (arrived at 6:02 pm), 

Councilmembers Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Ruocco, Trochimiuk (Borough Administrator Mike Ghassali, 

Borough Clerk Denise Kohan, Borough Attorney Mark Madaio) 
 

ROLL CALL:  

Mayor Michael Sheinfield, Council President Osso, Councilmembers Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Ruocco, 

Trochimiuk (Borough Administrator Mike Ghassali, Borough Clerk Denise Kohan, Borough Attorney Mark 

Madaio) 

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION: 

25116  To provide for a meeting not open to the public in accordance with the provisions of the New 

Jersey Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 ï Borough Personnel ï Police  

 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale is subject to certain requirements of the Open 

Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 provides that an Executive Session not open to 

the public may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale to discuss in a session not 

open to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by and designated below:  

 

__ (1) Matters required by law to be confidential.  

     (2) Matters where the release of information would impair the right to receive funds. 

__ (3) Matters involving individual privacy ï  

     (4) Matters relating to collective bargaining ï  

     (5) Matters relating to the purchase, lease or acquisition of real property or the investment of public 

           funds.  

   _ (6) Matters relating to public safety and property ï  

X   (7) Matters relating to litigation, negotiations and the attorney-client privilege ïPersonnel ï Police 

      (8) Matters relating to the employment relationship ï  

___(9) Matters relating to the potential imposition of a penalty. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  by the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale assembled in public 

session this date that an Executive Session closed to the public be and the same is hereby authorized for 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25116.pdf
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discussion of matters relating to the specified items designated above.  It is anticipated that the deliberations 

conducted in closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the Borough Council that 

the public interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality. 
 

Motion Ruocco   Second Trochimiuk 

Ayes: Councilmember Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk 

Nays: none 

 

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING:  

 

Motion to reconvene Mazza-Chiong   Second Colletti 

Ayes: Councilmember Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti 

Nays: none 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

April 1, 2025 Closed Session Minutes  

 

Motion Osso   Second Fox 

Ayes: Councilmember Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti 

Nays: none 

Abstain: Fox 

 

 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT  

Mayor Sheinfield opened the initial public comment portion of the meeting.  Seeing no one wishing to 

address the mayor and council at this time, he closed this portion of the meeting. 

 

 

BUDGET INTRODUCTION/AMENDMENT RESOLUTIONS 

 

25117  Resolution Amending the 2025 Budget  

 
WHEREAS, the introduction of the Local Municipal Budget for the Year 2025 was made on March 11, 2025, 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the public hearing on the Budget has been established for April 15, 2025, and 

 

WHEREAS, it is desired to amend the introduced Budget, and 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed amendments to the Budget as introduced have been advertised and made available 

to the public in accordance with State statutes,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, that the following amendments to the introduced budget be made: 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25117c.pdf
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CURRENT FUND FROM TO CHANGE

GENERAL REVENUES

INTEREST ON INVESTMENTS AND DEPOSITS640,695.87$             633,214.87$             (7,481.00)$                

TOTAL SECTION A: LOCAL REVENUE 1,410,195.87$          1,402,714.87$          (7,481.00)$                

WATERSHED AID -$                            2,303.00$                  2,303.00$                  

TOTAL SECTION B: STATE AID WITHOUT 

OFFSETTING APPROPRIATIONS 1,194,142.00$          1,196,445.00$          2,303.00$                  

PISTOL RANGE RENTAL -$                            5,178.00$                  5,178.00$                  

TOTAL SECTION D: SHARED SERVICE 

AGREEMENTS OFFSET WITH APPROPRIATIONS 410,366.40$             415,544.40$             5,178.00$                   
 
CURRENT FUND FROM TO CHANGE

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS

     (A) OPERATIONS - WITHIN "CAPS"

FIRST AID SALARIES AND WAGES -$                            145,000.00$             145,000.00$             

MUNICIPAL COURT OTHER EXPENSES 60,000.00$                49,822.00$                (10,178.00)$              

TOTAL OPERATIONS {ITEM 8(A)} WITHIN "CAPS" 11,856,204.76$       11,991,026.76$       134,822.00$             

TOTAL OPERATIONS INCLUDING CONTINGENT 

WITHIN "CAPS" 11,956,204.76$       12,091,026.76$       134,822.00$             

(H-1) TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR

MUNICIPAL PURPOSES WITHIN "CAPS" 13,298,572.41$       13,433,394.41$       134,822.00$             

     (A) OPERATIONS - EXCLUDED FROM "CAPS"

STORMWATER OTHER EXPENSES 10,000.00$                22,000.00$                12,000.00$                

TOTAL OTHER OPERATIONS - EXCLUDED

FROM "CAPS" 2,169,480.99$          2,181,480.99$          12,000.00$                

PISTOL RANGE RENTAL 7,000.00$                  5,178.00$                  (1,822.00)$                

FIRST AID - PER DIEM SALARY AND WAGES220,000.00$             75,000.00$                (145,000.00)$            

TOTAL INTERLOCAL MUNICIPAL SERVICE

AGREEMENTS 732,926.95$             586,104.95$             (146,822.00)$            

TOTAL  OPERATIONS - EXCLUDED

FROM "CAPS" 2,979,587.67$          2,844,765.67$          (134,822.00)$            

(H-2) TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR

MUNICIPAL PURPOSES EXCLUDED FROM"CAPS" 4,897,427.59$          4,762,605.59$          (134,822.00)$            

(O) TOTAL GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS - 

EXCLUDED FROM "CAPS" 4,897,427.59$          4,762,605.59$          (134,822.00)$             
 
A hearing on the Amended Budget and Tax Resolution will be held at the Borough of Hillsdale municipal 

building on May 6th, 2025 at 7:00 pm or as soon as possible, at which time and place objections to said 

Amended Budget and Tax Resolution for the year 2025 may be presented by taxpayers or other interested 

parties. Advertisement of the Amended Budget will be in the Bergen Record on Sunday, April 20, 2025. 

 

 

Motion Colletti   Second Osso 

 

CFO, David Young read Resolution 25117 that amends the 2025 Budget for the Borough of Hillsdale in full 

as required. He stated that this does not change the tax levy. It does not change the total appropriations. It is 

just moving within line items within the budget inside and outside cap. 
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Ayes: Councilmember Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti, Fox 

Nays: None 

 

       2025 Amended Budget   

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

1. Email from Ms. DôAlessandro regarding Police Chief dated March 26, 2025 received at 7:06 pm. 

          

Motion to receipt and file Trochimiuk   Second Ruocco 

Ayes: Council President Osso, Councilmember Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong 

Nays: none 

 

PROFESSIONAL MONTHLY REPORTS: 

Hillsdale Police Department -           Officer in Charge ï Lt. Travis Woods 

For March 2025, the police department focused on community engagement and ongoing initiatives. They 

hosted a Pinewood Derby with the Cub Scouts and continued the D.A.R.E. program in schools. Plans are 

underway for National Night Out on August 5th, which will be widely promoted, including through social 

media. The Youth Academy is scheduled for the first week of June and will take place at the high school and 

other local locations. Additionally, preparations are ongoing for a 5K event at the farm on June 8th. 

In terms of operations, patrol officers responded to 717 service calls, made 164 motor vehicle stops, handled 

17 accidents, issued enforcement for 18 parking violations, and conducted 8 selective enforcement details. The 

detective bureau worked on 44 cases, closing 30 and leaving 14 still active. The firearms investigation unit 

handled a total of 10 investigations, including 7 processed by the unit. 

Council President Osso shared that there have been recent incidents of vandalism at Beechwood and Memorial 

parks. Lt. Woods stated that the issue is ongoing and one active investigation is currently underway. Identifying 

those responsible has been challenging due to the lack of surveillance footage. Efforts are being made to install 

Wi-Fi at the parks in order to support camera systems, which would help with monitoring and future 

investigations. Past cases have been successfully closed when individuals were identified, but this particular 

case remains open. 

 

Hillsdale Department of Public Works -                   Interim Superintendent Barry Peterson 

Last month, work continued on several parks and field projects. Centennial Field and the Knickerbocker fields 

remained closed due to ongoing improvements and weather delays. Work at Centennial Field, especially for 

the soccer area, is progressing. Most other playing surfaces and restrooms are now open for the season. Plans 

are also in place to update the exterior planting beds, install front railings, and complete roof repairs at the back 

of the range. Office spaces are undergoing repairs and painting, including the lower level and the police 

department. 

For Arbor Day, tree and shrub plantings are being coordinated with the local nursery, the Environmental 

Commission, and Meadowbrook School. The Department of Public Works will handle transporting the 

plantings and preparing the ground. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Updated_2025_Budget_with_Amendments.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/DPW_april_2025_(002).pdf
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In terms of infrastructure, two LED crosswalk signs on Hillsdale Avenue were replaced, and the town is 

awaiting county approval to install more signs at Kinderkamack and Washington Avenue. Approximately 10 

tons of material were used to patch potholes, and water diversion measures were implemented at Centennial 

to protect the baseball field. Sewer maintenance is ongoing, with two storm water basin repairs already 

completed. 

An ongoing issue on Cherry Place, dating back six years, involves storm water drainage. After recent site 

inspections, it was found that gas laterals had been installed through some storm pipes, causing damage. Out 

of seven test pits opened, four revealed broken pipes. Repairs are set to continue with PSE&G relocating gas 

lines and repairing the affected pipes. After the work is complete, the area will be cleaned, settled, and patched 

using infrared technology. 

The Subsurface Aeration and Drainage installation at Centennial Field begins tomorrow and will take about 

three days. The field will remain closed until Memorial Day, after which it will reopen for limited use. 

Temporary fencing will be installed to prevent access until a more secure solution is in place. Baseball fields 

however will remain open. 

Ten new ADA mats have been ordered to replace the deteriorating ones at various crosswalks, with the worst 

areaðnear Meadowbrook. Once the mats arrive, the Department of Public Works (DPW) will remove the old 

mats and install the new ones themselves, which will result in significant cost savings. Typically, replacing ten 

mats through an outside contractor would cost between $5,000 and $10,000, but by handling the installation 

internally, the materials cost only about $1,700. The mats can either be set in wet concrete or drilled into 

existing surfaces using screws or mollies. 

The mayor noted this is a much-needed improvement, as several of the current mats are hazardous. One, in 

particular, at the corner of Piermont and Magnolia, has raised an inch or two, posing a tripping risk. Similar 

concerns were raised about the mat in front of the municipal building. Ensuring these are replaced promptly is 

important for public safety and to minimize potential liability.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

 

Councilman ï John Ruocco  

The finance committee met on April 9th to discuss amendments to certain parts of the budget, primarily in 

response to comments from the state, which undertook a review this yearða process that typically occurs 

every three to four years. The CFO addressed these changes in detail, noting that they do not affect the proposed 

tax levy. One specific adjustment involved reclassifying some shared services items from outside to inside the 

cap, which will have no negative impact on the 2026 budget. 

During the meeting, the committee also re-examined the 2025 capital budget to ensure it aligns with the 

borough's essential needs rather than discretionary wants. Additionally, there was a discussion about 

maintaining the Memorial Field project within the projected cost of approximately $5.8 million. 

Councilman ï Robert Colletti Jr. 

The Environmental Commission extended a formal invitation to the mayor and council for the Arbor Day tree 

planting ceremony at Meadowbrook School, scheduled for Friday, April 25th at 10 a.m. The event will feature 

the planting of trees and other donated plant materials from Victoria's Nursery. The commissionôs next meeting 

is set for Monday, April 21st. 
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In school district news, Pascack Valley's Superintendent Dr. Sarah Botti has announced her resignation, 

effective June 30, 2025. She will be taking a new position as superintendent of the Eastern Camden County 

Regional School District. Board President Jenny Varhees confirmed that they are currently evaluating their 

options for her replacement. The next board of education meeting, which will also serve as their budget hearing, 

is scheduled for Monday, April 28th.  

Council President ï Clemente Osso 

The Recreation Commission will host an Easter egg hunt at Beechwood Park on April 19th, starting at 10:15 

a.m. A juggler will be part of the entertainment for attendees. 

A small group recently visited Sabella Park in North Brunswick to evaluate a new turf field using a no-fill 

product called Pivot, manufactured by TenCate. The product, which contains no rubber fill, is marketed as 

being more environmentally friendly and free of PFAS emissions. It's recommended that sports association 

leaders also assess the field's playability before any decisions are made, as input from actual users should guide 

the choice alongside the governing body. 

From the Office of Emergency Management, a new fire and flood siren has been installed and is operational, 

though some adjustments to improve voice messaging clarity during flood alerts are still needed. Funding has 

also been approved for a new lightning detection system, with the requisition process underway while they 

await a shipping and installation date. 

Additionally, with the next round of tax bills, a notice will be included encouraging residents to sign up for 

Rave Alerts. This reverse 911 system provides emergency notifications to those who register. 

Borough Administrator ï Mike Ghassali 

At the next meeting, a resolution will be presented to approve the paving of several roads, including Baylor 

Avenue (from Ruckman to Kent), Cambridge Road (from Arcadia Way to Kent Road), Saddle Ranch Lane 

(from Hillsdale Avenue to Pascack Road), Colonial Village Drive (from Park View Drive to Clinton Avenue), 

Clinton Avenue (from Colonial Village Drive to Broadway), and Wierimus Lane (from Pascack Road to Stony 

Ridge Drive), as well as Melville, Liberty, and Arcadia. Construction on Central Avenue, being developed by 

United Way, will also resume soon following the recent approval of their state funding. The project is expected 

to be completed by the end of the year. 

Additionally, two resolutionsðnumbers 25120 and 25121ðare on the agenda for the current meeting to hire 

part-time building inspectors as replacements for those retiring. 

ORDINANCES:  

25-14 (Introduction)  

An Ordinance Amending Chapter 258, ñStorm Sewersò, of the Borough Code to Create Article IV ï 

Privately-Owned Salt Storage 

 
 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (ñNJDEPò) amended its Stormwater 

Management Regulations, N.J.A.C. 7:8-1.1 et.seq.; and  

 

WHEREAS, the NJDEP has published a model Privately Owned Salt Storage Ordinance to establish 

requirements for the storage for salt and other solid de-icing materials on privately owned properties to 

prevent them from being exposed to stormwater; and  

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25-14_(I).pdf
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale desires to incorporate the within language to create a new Article in 

Chapter 258 of the Borough Code entitled ñStorm Sewersò based on the NJDEP Privately Owned Salt 

Storage model ordinance.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED  by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, County 

of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

Chapter 258, ñStorm Sewersò, of the Borough Code is hereby amended to add ñArticle IV, Privately-

Owned Salt Storageò, to read as follows in its entirety. 

 

ARTICLE IV  PRIVATELY -OWNED SALT STORAGE 

 

§ 258-18 DEFINITIONS  

 

For the purpose of this ordinance, the following terms, phrases, words and their derivations shall have the 

meanings stated herein unless their use in the text of this Chapter clearly demonstrates a different meaning. 

When consistent with the context, words used in the present tense include the future, words used in the plural 

number include the singular number, and words used in the singular number include the plural number. The 

word ñshallò is always mandatory and not merely directory.  

DE-ICING MATERIALS  

Any granular or solid material such as melting salt or any other granular solid that assists in the 

melting of snow. 

IMPERVIOUS SURFACE  

A surface that has been covered with a layer of material so that it is highly resistant to infiltration 

by water. 

STORM DRAIN INLET  

  The point of entry into the storm sewer system. 

 PERMANENT STRUCTURE  

A permanent building or permanent structure that is anchored to a permanent foundation with 

an impermeable floor, and that is completely roofed and walled (new structures require a door 

or other means of sealing the access way from wind driven rainfall).   

FABRIC FRAME STRUCTURE  

A permanent structure if it meets the following specifications: 

1. Concrete blocks, jersey barriers or other similar material shall be placed around the 

interior of the structure to protect the side walls during loading and unloading of de-icing 

materials; 

2. The design shall prevent stormwater run-on and run through, and the fabric cannot leak;  

3. The structure shall be erected on an impermeable slab; 

4. The structure cannot be open sided; and  

5. The structure shall have a roll up door or other means of sealing the access way from 

wind driven rainfall. 

PERSON 

Any individual, corporation, company, partnership, firm, association, or political subdivision of 
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this State subject to municipal jurisdiction. 

RESIDENT 

  A person who resides on a residential property where de-icing material is stored. 

 

§ 258-19 DEICING MATERIAL STORAGE REQUIREMENTS . 

 

A. Temporary outdoor storage of de-icing materials in accordance with the requirements below is 

allowed between October 15th and April 15th: 

 

1. Loose materials shall be placed on a flat, impervious surface in a manner that prevents 

stormwater run-through;  

 

2. Loose materials shall be placed at least 50 feet from surface water bodies, storm drain inlets, ditches 

and/or other stormwater conveyance channels;  

 

3. Loose materials shall be maintained in a cone-shaped storage pile.  If loading or unloading activities 

alter the cone-shape during daily activities, tracked materials shall be swept back into the storage pile, and the 

storage pile shall be reshaped into a cone after use;  

 

4. Loose materials shall be covered as follows: 

 

a. The cover shall be waterproof, impermeable, and flexible; 

 

b. The cover shall extend to the base of the pile(s); 

 

c. The cover shall be free from holes or tears; 

 

d. The cover shall be secured and weighed down around the perimeter to prevent removal by wind; and 

 

e. Weight shall be placed on the cover(s) in such a way that minimizes the potential of exposure as 

materials shift and runoff flows down to the base of the pile.  

 

(1) Sandbags lashed together with rope or cable and placed uniformly over the flexible cover, or poly-cord 

nets provide a suitable method.  Items that can potentially hold water (e.g., old tires) shall not be used; 

 

5. Containers must be sealed when not in use; and 

 

6. The site shall be free of all de-icing materials between April 16th and October 14th. 

 

B. De-icing materials should be stored in a permanent structure if a suitable storage structure is available.  

For storage of loose de-icing materials in a permanent structure, such storage may be permanent, and thus not 

restricted to October 15 -April 15. 

 

C. The property owner, or owner of the de-icing materials if different, shall designate a person(s) 

responsible for operations at the site where these materials are stored outdoors, and who shall document that 

weekly inspections are conducted to ensure that the conditions of this ordinance are met.  Inspection records 

shall be kept on site and made available to the municipality upon request. 
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1. Residents who operate businesses from their homes that utilize de-icing materials are required to 

perform weekly inspections. 

§258-20 EXCEPTIONS. 

 

Residents may store de-icing materials outside in a solid-walled, closed container that prevents precipitation 

from entering and exiting the container, and which prevents the de-icing materials from leaking or spilling out.  

Under these circumstances, weekly inspections are not necessary, but repair or replacement of damaged or 

inadequate containers shall occur within 2 weeks. 

 

If containerized (in bags or buckets) de-icing materials are stored within a permanent structure, they are not 

subject to the storage and inspection requirements in §258-19 above. Piles of de-icing materials are not exempt, 

even if stored in a permanent structure. 

 

This ordinance does not apply to facilities where the stormwater discharges from de-icing material storage 

activities are regulated under another NJPDES permit. 

 

§258-21 ENFORCEMENT.  

 

This Ordinance shall be enforced by the Borough of Hillsdale Police Department during the course of ordinary 

enforcement duties.  

 

§258-22 SEVERABILITY.  

 

Each section, subsection, sentence, clause, and phrase of this Ordinance is declared to be an independent section, 

subsection, sentence, clause, and phrase, and finding or holding of any such portion of this Ordinance to be 

unconstitutional, void, or ineffective for any cause or reason shall not affect any other portion of this Ordinance. 

 

In the event that any word, phrase, clause, section or provision of this Ordinance is found by any Court of 

competent jurisdiction to be unenforceable, illegal or unconstitutional, such word, phrase, clause or provision 

shall be severable from the balance of this Ordinance and the remainder of this Ordinance shall remain in full 

force and effect. 

 

All Ordinances of parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies only. 

 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication as provided by Law. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 25-14 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a Meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 Hillsdale 

Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on May 6, 2025 at 7:00 pm or as soon as thereafter and at said time and place 

all persons interested will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby 

authorized and directed to publish said ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to 

said hearing, with a notice of its introduction and of the time and place, when and where said ordinance would 

be considered for final passage. 
 

Motion Colletti   Second Mazza Chiong 

Ayes: Councilmember Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso 

Nays: none 
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Before the consent agenda, Councilwoman Trochimiuk put forth a motion for an alternate bid for lights at 

Memorial Field and Councilwoman Mazza-Chiong seconded this motion. 

 

Councilwoman Mazza-Chiong reviewed the discussion at meeting of March 11th it seems the main hesitation 

centered around the potential cost of the lights rather than opposition to their location or the lights themselves. 

For the sake of moving forward productively, there's a request for clarityðif cost is indeed the issue, then it 

would be reasonable, as Councilwoman Trochimiuk suggested, to obtain an alternate bid. This would allow 

the council to work with accurate figures rather than estimates, leading to a more informed and practical 

decision-making process. 

 

Councilwoman Trochimiuk added that there was a strong emphasis on the need to plan responsibly and 

transparently for the community by ensuring that all relevant informationðespecially financial detailsðis 

gathered upfront. Requesting an alternate bid for lighting would not delay the project timeline.  

Additionally, a discrepancy was noted in the current version of the resolution: it appears to include the coach 

boxes as part of the base plan rather than as an alternate bid, which contradicts the resolution passed on March 

11th. That earlier resolution called for two bidsðone with coach boxes and one without. The total project cost 

listed in the proposal now is $6 million, instead of the previously discussed $5.8 million, which is another 

discrepancy. Thus leaving 2 issues, one of the coachesô boxes and the lights. 

Councilman Ruocco called for Point of Order.  He asked for clarification as to where we are on the agenda.  

Councilwoman Trochimiuk stated that she was instructed to put forth her motion at this portion of the meeting 

for an alternate bid for lights at Memorial Field. Borough Attorney Madaio clarified that this motion is for a 

bid for lights at Memorial Field, which is separate from the consent agenda and stems from a prior motion 

which set forth the scope of the bid and work on Memorial Field from Resolution 25012 on March 11, 2025. 

Council President Osso acknowledged the financial constraints tied to the potential $1.4ï$1.5 million 

expenditure, but also made it clear that his decision wasn't solely about the budget. He highlighted his empathy 

for the neighbors living near the park, noting how consistently those residents raised valid concerns about the 

impact of lights on their quality of life.  The point was made that while sports seasons and players come and 

go, the families in those homes will still be there for decades, and their long-term well-being matters in the 

decision-making process.  While fiscal responsibility was emphasized (especially with foresight into 2026 

budget challenges and inflation concerns), so too was the need to respect and preserve the character of the 

neighborhood. His vote against the lights wasnôt a dismissal of the utilityðit was a call to weigh community 

impact just as heavily as cost. 

Councilman Ruocco made it clear that the council already decidedðno lightsðand that decision was rooted 

primarily in respecting the immediate neighbors, not just budgetary caution. He raised a valid concern that 

even revisiting the idea of lights could be seen as walking back a prior resolution, which might appear to the 

public as lacking transparency or stability in decision-making.  He reminded council that the CFO advised us 

to be extremely cautious about keeping this project down to 5.8 million and that does not include the lights. 
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Finally, he wrapped it up by pointing out that the football team already has alternatives for hosting games and 

practices. So, why introduce a potentially disruptive element like lights when the need isn't absolute, and the 

surrounding residents have already been promised otherwise?  In all, it's a strong defense of both community 

trust and responsible governance. 

Councilwoman Trochimiuk again wanted to address what seemed to be the biggest concern with the lights, 

which was cost.  By having this alternate bid, we can then see the real cost and then potentially eliminate the 

budgetary conversation all together. 

At this point there was a motion and a second, the mayor instructed the clerk to take the roll call. 

Ayes: Trochimiuk, Fox, Mazza-Chiong 

Nays: Colletti, Osso, Ruocco 

Mayor Sheinfield broke the tie and voted no. 

 

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): 25118 through 25126: 

25118 was pulled by the mayor to vote on separately  

 

25119 Chapter 159 ï Drunk Driving Enforcement 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services may 

approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or municipality when such 

item shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the 

adoption of the budget, and 

 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for an equal amount, 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has received a grant in the amount of $9,064.39 from the New Jersey 

Division of Highway Safety for the purpose Drunk Driving Enforcement in the Borough, and wishes to amend 

its 2025 budget to include this amount as a revenue, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale hereby 

requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of 

revenue from: 

 

  Miscellaneous Revenues: 

  Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior Written 

  Consent of Director of Local Government Services - Public and 

  Private Revenues Offset with Appropriations: 

Drunk Driving Enforcement 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $9,064.39 be and the same is hereby appropriated under 

the caption of:   

 

  General Appropriations: 

  (A)  Operations - Excluded from ñCAPSò 

  Public and Private Appropriations Offset by Revenues: 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25119.pdf
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Drunk Driving Enforcement 

      Other Expenses -     $9,064.39 

    

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the Chief Financial Officer will enter the approved resolution into the 

FAST system for approval by the Division of Local Government Services. 

 

25120 & 25121 was pulled by Councilman Ruocco 

 

25122 Resolution Authorizing the Return of Unused Escrow Funds 

 
WHEREAS, the following applications have been made to the Borough of Hillsdale for approvals and has 

since received such approval; and 

 

WHEREAS, requests were made by the applicants to have any unused escrow funds be returned; and 

 

WHEREAS, it was reported by the Finance Department that a balance does remain in each of the listed 2025 

General Trust Escrow Accounts below and funds may be refunded to each applicant; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, that the 

funds on deposit in the 2025 General Trust Account in connection with the properties listed below in Hillsdale, 

NJ 07642; be released/refunded by the Borough. 

 

BLOCK  LOT   DESCRIPTION   REFUND AMOUNT   PROJECT # 

2201  12  Escrow   $1,263.50   ILL0040002 

  

    

 

25123 Resolution Authorizing a Non-Fair & Open Professional Services Agreement with Piazza & Associates 

for Affordable Housing Compliance Services 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has a need for Affordable Housing Administrative Compliance 

Services for the calendar year 2025; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5 (1) (a) (i) provides that the award of a contract for professional 

services is an exception to the bidding requirements of the Local Public Contracts Law; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council has recommended that the firm of Piazza & Associates, Inc., of 

216 Rockingham Row, Princeton, New Jersey 08540 continue to provide these services based upon previous 

satisfactory performance; and 

 

WHEREAS, this contract is being awarded as an open-ended contract in accordance with N.J.A.C. 

5:30-11.10 for a one (1) year period retroactive to January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025; and  

 

WHEREAS, the maximum dollar value of this contract based upon a reasonable cost estimate of the 

goods or services required over the contract term, shall not exceed $2,500.00 with no obligation on the part of 

the Borough to spend the maximum amount; and 

 

WHEREAS, the firm Piazza & Associates, Inc has completed and submitted a ñContribution Statement 

by Professional Business Entityò as required by Hillsdale Borough Ordinance No. 04-14, entitled, ñAn 

Ordinance Establishing a Borough Policy for the Awarding of Public Professional Service Contractsò; and 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25122.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25123.pdf
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Ordinance No. 11-19 ñAmending Chapter 12, Contracts, Public Professional Service and Chapter 305, 

Contribution Disclosure Statementsò 

 

NOW, THEREFOR, BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale 

that Piazza & Associates, Inc., of 216 Rockingham Row, Princeton, New Jersey 08540 is hereby awarded a 

Non-Fair and Open Professional Services Agreement for an Affordable Housing Compliance Services for a 

one (1) year period retroactive to January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025 in the as required, no minimum 

purchase amount not to exceed $2,500.00 without further authorization by the governing body; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to execute the aforesaid 

Professional Services Agreement, a copy of the same being on file in the office of the Borough Clerk and 

hereby approved; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED , that this contract is being awarded without public advertising for 

bids and bidding therefor in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5 (1) (a) (i) of the Local Publics Contracts Law 

and has met the requirements as a Non-Fair and Open Contract pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 et seq.; and 
 

 

 

25124 Payment of Bills 

 

 
 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25124.pdf
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