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Council Meeting Minutes 
July 16, 2024 

 

Mayor Sheinfield started the meeting with the Open Public Meeting Statement 
This is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 16th day of July, 2024. Notice of the time and place 
of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Bergen Record; a copy was posted on the 
bulletin board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested parties. 

Please silence all cell phones. Please wait to be recognized by the Mayor during the Public Hearing and the Public 
Comment part of the meeting.  You will need to state your name and town of residence for the record. 
 
Borough Clerk Kohan took the roll call: 
Council President Escobar, Council Members Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk (phoned in), Mayor 
Sheinfield (Borough Administrator Mike Ghassali, Borough Clerk Denise Kohan, Borough Attorney Mark 
Madaio) 
 
Borough Clerk Kohan led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION: 
24196  To provide for a meeting not open to the public in accordance with the provisions of the New 

Jersey Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 – Borough Personnel/DPW/Police, 
Affordable Housing/Ambulance Service 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale is subject to certain requirements of the Open 
Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 provides that an Executive Session not open to the 
public may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale to discuss in a session not open 
to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by and designated below:  
 
__ (1) Matters required by law to be confidential.  
     (2) Matters where the release of information would impair the right to receive funds. 
__ (3) Matters involving individual privacy –  
     (4) Matters relating to collective bargaining –  
     (5) Matters relating to the purchase, lease or acquisition of real property or the investment of public 
           funds.  
   _ (6) Matters relating to public safety and property –  
X   (7) Matters relating to litigation, negotiations and the attorney-client privilege – Borough Personnel/ /DPW, 

Police, Affordable Housing/Ambulance Service 
      (8) Matters relating to the employment relationship –  
___(9) Matters relating to the potential imposition of a penalty. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale assembled in public 
session this date that an Executive Session closed to the public be and the same is hereby authorized for discussion 
of matters relating to the specified items designated above.  It is anticipated that the deliberations conducted in 
closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the Borough Council that the public 
interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality. 
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Motion Lundy   Second Osso 
Ayes:  Council President Escobar, Councilmember Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk 
Nays: none 
 
Mayor Sheinfield looked for a motion to reconvene the meeting: 
 
Motion Ruocco   Second  Escobar 
Ayes: Councilmember Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar 
Nays: None 
 

DISCUSSION: 
Hillsdale Volunteer Ambulance Service – Mid Year Review   
Ambulance Corp Chief Justin Eliopoulos & Mark Greenwood Deputy Director Hillsdale Ambulance 

In September, the Ambulance Corp started a combination model. Daytime coverage is primarily considered per 
diem staff and nights and weekends being comprised of volunteers.  Voluntarism in the past few years has been 
hard to sustain.  They recognized that it was time for a change in order to prioritize quick responses properly with 
trained EMT’s.  We currently have 15 Per Diem Employees with salaries that range from $26 an hour - $28 an 
hour.  The Per Diem Members are working Monday – Friday from 6:00 am – 6:00 pm. Volunteers provide 
coverage on the week nights and the weekends.  Right now, they are focusing on the daytime shift where calls are 
answered only in Hillsdale where our residents are guaranteed an ambulance when they call 9-1-1.  September 
1st was the official launch date of the service.  The goal is to have timely care when it counts.  Currently the 
National Average response time from Dispatch until when an ambulance arrives on scene is 13 min 59 seconds.  
Hillsdale’s response time since going to this new model is 5 minutes and 6 seconds.   

From 91/2/23-6/30/24 the Ambulance Corp Per-Diem staff has treated 289 patients, 147 patients have been treated 
by the volunteer EMT’s, with a total over 436 patients treated over all in the nine-month period.  

They are looking towards improving this model to make everyone in our Borough and the surrounding areas much 
safer.  They thank the Mayor and Council for their support. 

Councilman Osso asked if any studies have been done as to when there seems to be the most need for ambulance 
services.  Chief Eliopoulos replied that studies have been conducted in the past and there are large discrepancies 
between daytime calls and nighttime calls.  There is a higher call volume but there are a lot more ambulances 
available to cover the night shifts, but the activity may be less due to people sleeping. 

BA Ghassali added that the Chief and the Deputy are professionals and passionate about what they do.  He added 
a fact that was not mentioned that from the time the dispatch alarm goes off to when they are actually out the door 
is less than a minute and a half.   

Mayor Sheinfield added that there is a 2:1 ratio during the day versus at night and Chief Eliopoulos responded 
that this has remained the same except that they are now responding to all the calls that are going through. 

Councilman Fox thanked the Chief and Deputy.  He inquired as to how many Per-Diem Employees and 
Volunteers in which the Chief responded 15 Per-Diem members and 32 volunteers on the roster. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Closed Session Meeting Minutes June 11, 2024  
Motion Lundy  Second Escobar 
Ayes: Councilmember Lundy, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox 
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Nays: Ruocco 
Abstain: Osso 
 
Council Meeting Minutes June 11, 2024  
 
Motion Lundy  Second Ruocco 
Ayes: Councilmember Lundy, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox 
Nays: none 
Abstain: Osso 
 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT  

Mayor Sheinfield opened the Initial Public Comment Period. 

 

Fred Rubel – Hillsdale 

He is currently the Chairperson of the Environmental Commission and he is here on their behalf.   

There is a Tree Ordinance on the agenda for consideration tonight that was proposed by the Environmental 
Commission.  He thanked Councilmember Lundy and BA Ghassali for their support on this ordinance.  Mr. Rubel 
feels that the changes in this ordinance will make Hillsdale’s tree ordinance more effective and will result in new 
tree planting around the Borough.  Some of the changes are that you will need to apply for a permit in advance of 
a tree removal with some exemptions.  There is a change in the impact of removing larger trees and fines will be 
instituted as well.   

The Pascack Press reported that a 2.7-million-dollar Capital Ordinance was approved on June 11th that includes 
funding for artificial turf fields.  He noted that Councilman Ruocco stated that the cost benefit analysis for the 
turf field vs the cost for an improved natural turf was not explained satisfactorily.  

The Environmental Commission believes the assumed disposal/replacement costs of having an artificial turf 
football field could easily be superseded by the cost of between $375,000 - $450,000 for the disposal of a football 
field worth of artificial turf when it is at the end of its usable life which is between 8 to 25 years. 
 
Seeing no one else wishing to address the Mayor and Council, Mayor Sheinfield closed this portion of the meeting. 

 

PROFESSIONAL MONTHLY REPORTS: 
Borough Engineer Report – July 2024             Borough Engineer Nick Chelius 
 
The Borough Engineer was not in attendance but Councilman Ruocco had questions regarding what the 
estimate is for the Magnolia Ave paving project as the report was unclear and gave 2 different amounts.  The 
BA stated that the grant award for this project is $270,000 and two bids were submitted for this project. The 
lowest bidder came in at $284,000 and the next bidder came in at $322,000. 
Councilman Ruocco would also like to know why the Borough Engineer has not sent out an analysis on 
synthetic turf vs artificial turf as this was something he felt was important for the council and the residents to 
see.   The BA responded that the Borough did not ask the engineer to come up with an analysis on this-- they 
were asked to look at the field and assess what could go there.   
Councilmember Lundy added that the engineer had stated that based on the number of fields that we have in 
town and the usage that those fields get, they recommended that we have a turf field because the natural sod 
fields need to be rested. 
Council President Escobar added that there are over 1000 turf fields in the state and the State actually gives 
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grants for the installation of these fields. 
 
Councilman Ruocco asked if the Storm Water Pollution Prevention plan is complete.  The BA stated that it is 
not but it is on their list. 
 
He asked for an update on the Beechwood Park Bandshell Grant Project the Engineers stated that the design and 
project coordination would be handled by an architect.  The BA is working with the Superintendent and the 
Recreation Director to hire someone for this.  There is $58,000 that the Borough has to use by the end of the 
year with the possibility of an extension.  DMR was no able to do this project.   
 
The BA gave an update on Centennial Field in response to Councilman Osso asking if there was any 
information.  The application was submitted to the DEP and we are keeping in contact with them once a week. 
A tentative schedule for this project has been made as soon as we hear back from the DEP.   
 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Council President - John Escobar  
The Police Committee met and discussed the need to hire 2 additional police officers as well as one promotion.  
The promotion is to fill the table of organization.  The Police Committee agreed with the Police Chiefs 
recommendation to hire 2 new officers and the promotion of a current officer.   
 
Councilman – Justin Fox  
Renovations are ongoing at the DPW. We have a time limitation to move out of the space that they are currently 
in, which is 90 days.  We are in the process of hiring one additional laborer.  The BA stated that there is one 
major repair that has to be done to the building, but there is still money from IDA to cover this.  The mayor 
wants to make sure that they have a safe place to work in, which the BA agreed that is what they are doing. 
 
Councilwoman - Abby Lundy  
Parks & Fields and the Ambulance Committees were disused earlier, so there is nothing more to report on these 
committees.  The Environmental Commission met last night.  Discussions were held on the Beechwood Nature 
Trail, the signage. Lantern Fly Traps, and the Tree Ordinance.  She has a meeting scheduled with the Chair and 
Vice Chair of the EC and the BA tomorrow to discuss other EC topics.   
 
Registration for Stonybrook Swim Club is slightly down compared to this time last year by about $15,000.00.  
The total revenue per the director is $930,455.00.  There are still about $80,000.00 in payments due from the 
camps, the Snack Bar rental and the Swim Teams.  Minutes have been posted from the June meeting.   New 
equipment was installed at the pool which included a new tv and music system.  There has been parking issues 
which has been addresses with the Police Dept. 
 
 
Councilman – Clemente Osso  
Summer Concert Series is underway.  Attendance at the first 2 concerts has been high and there is one more to 
go.  Summer camp ends on July 26th.  There were 340 campers registered but there was a need for more so there 
will be discussions on how to possible accommodate more campers for next year.  
A new playground was installed at Ralph Park, and they are just waiting on mulch. 
 
Councilman – John Ruocco  
First Councilman Ruocco asked Councilmember Lundy about the bonus incentive plan at Stonybrook. He said 
there had been an email exchange between himself and the Councilwoman after the June 11 M&C meeting, and 
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that only some of the concerns that he had expressed in that exchange had been answered through the 
Commission.   The plan has 2 components, one financial and the other is management.  Financial is based on pool 
profit and the other is management quality.   
The Commissioners did not define how they will measure P&L of the pool’s operations upon which the bonus 
amounts are going to rest nor how the percentage will be awarded whether applied to gross salary or some other 
salary measure.  
Councilmember Lundy stated for the financial aspect, it’s a percentage based on the net profit. Councilman 
Ruocco is looking to see what type of documentation will be made for the management aspect, whether it be some 
type of appraisal or memo.  Councilmember Lundy stated that 2 members of the Pool Commission and the BA 
will be doing the appraisal of the pool director and the pool director will be doing the appraisal of the pool 
manager. All of this is found in the minutes of the Pool Commission as to how this will work.   
The BA called Point of order – as this is the Committee report part of the meeting.  The Mayor stated that any 
questions should be addressed to the BA and he will report back. He still had questions regarding the revenue and 
how and when it would be reported. 
Councilmember Lundy was comfortable to respond to the questions.  The Pool Committee did explain that all 
their revenue is typically in by the end of the summer.   Part of that bonus will be based on what their net profit 
would be based on that revenue with the assumption of what the expenses would be and will adjust it when the 
books close at the end of the year. If there is a difference they will make that adjustment in the next payout.  This 
is the way the Commission decided to do this as they are an independent commission over which the council has 
no purview and its not tax payer dollars. 
 
The Board of Health met on June 18th .  A rep from Bergen Newbridge Hospital was in attendance where they 
gave information on several programs that they and our Board of Health could collaborate.  Monthly reports were 
given by Northwest Bergen and Department Heads. 
Access for All met June 24th and a discussion was held on how they could contribute to the Borough Handbook 
update to comply more fully with the Olmstead Law.  They plan on working closely with the Recreation Dept 
and committee on our recreation facilities and parks and playgrounds as well as working with the library for some 
upcoming workshops.  There is an art workshop scheduled for Aug 20 at 10:30 am. Some workshops are in the 
works already and are advertised on the library website. 
 
The Finance Committee met July 10th.  Councilmember Trochimiuk could not attend.  Appropriation reports were 
reviewed. Some process changes for purchase order approvals were discussed but no changes were made. 
 
The Naming & Recognition Committee met on June 25th.  A proposal was made from a Montvale resident that 
was referred to the committee for a street naming for a long-time business owner in Hillsdale.  The committee 
did not recommend the proposal based on the information presented. 
 
Borough Administrator – Mike Ghassali 
A tentative schedule has been made for the Melville Road and Douglas Drive improvements.  The paving program 
for 2024 is completed.  The only part left is the striping, which is schedule for tomorrow.  Plans for Memorial 
Field Park are due back from the engineer at the end of the month, early August.  After a discussion with the Rec 
Committee the recommendation will be presented to the Mayor and Council.   
Construction of the Police Department and the Borough Hall are complete. There is money left over that will be 
used to make the outside of the building safer.  Staff Meetings and Dept Head meetings are being held and cross 
training the staff is being implemented.  The handbook is almost complete but should be ready for the next council 
meeting. 
 
ORDINANCES: 
24-13 (Introduction) 
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An Ordinance of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey to Replace §286, Trees, 
in the Code of the Borough of Hillsdale 
 

 
 WHEREAS, §286 of the Code of the Borough of Hillsdale (“Borough”) provides for the care, replacement 

and removal of trees in the Borough; and 

 WHEREAS, the Governing Body desires to update §286 and add to the Code of the Borough as follows:   

TREE ORDINANCE. 

§ 286-1 Purpose and intent. 
The purpose of this chapter is: 

A. To establish an ordinance to preserve and protect trees within the Borough and to establish requirements for 
tree removal and replacement and to reduce soil erosion and pollutant runoff, promote infiltration of 
rainwater in the soil, and protect the environment, public health, safety, and welfare. B. To protect the 
character and natural resources of the Borough, consistent with the goals and objectives of the Master Plan. 
This chapter is not intended to restrict homeowners from removing dead, diseased, or hazardous trees.  It is 
not intended to restrict homeowners from conducting routine pruning of trees or other maintenance 
procedures. 

C. To provide for a process whereby homeowners can remove and plant trees at their discretion in a responsible 
manner consistent with their rights as landowners and with the Borough's Master Plan, while responsibly 
managing and effectively off-setting the potential continued loss of trees within the Borough, in a manner as 
prescribed herein 

§ 286-2 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this ordinance, the following terms, phrases, words, and their derivations shall have the 
meanings stated herein unless their use in the text of this ordinance clearly demonstrates a different meaning.  
When consistent with the context, words used in the present tense include the future, words used in the plural 
number include the singular number, and words used in the singular number include the plural number.  The use 
of the word “shall” mean the requirement is always mandatory and not merely discretionary. 
 
APPLICANT - Means any “person,” as defined below, who applies for approval to remove trees regulated under 
this ordinance.  

CALIPER - The unit of measurement (measured in inches), used to describe the diameter of a tree trunk, for 
example, "five-inch caliper." 

CRITICAL ROOT RADIUS (CRR) - The zone around the base of a tree where the majority of the root system 
is found.  This zone is calculated as a number in feet by multiplying the diameter at breast height (DBH) of the 
tree by 1.5 feet.  For example: a tree with a 6” DBH would have a CRR of 6” x 1.5’ = 9 feet.  

DIAMETER AT BREAST HEIGHT (DBH) - The diameter of a tree measured 4 1/2 feet above ground level 
on the uphill side for existing trees.  For species of trees where the main trunk divides below the 4 ½ foot height, 
the DBH shall be measured at the highest point before any division.   
 
DRIP LINE - A line connecting the tip of the outermost branches of a tree projected vertically onto the ground.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION - The Borough-appointed commission established for but not limited to 
advising the Borough on such matters as the protection, development, and use of natural resources, including 
water resources, located within the territorial limits of the Borough (Chapter 25 1-B, Hillsdale Ordinance).   
 
 
HAZARD TREE - A tree or limbs thereof that meet one or more of the criteria below.  Trees that do not meet 
any of the criteria below and are proposed to be removed solely for development purposes and are not hazard 
trees.   
1. Has an infectious disease or insect infestation;  
2. Is dead or dying; 
3. Obstructs the view of traffic signs or the free passage of pedestrians or vehicles, where pruning attempts have 
not been effective; 
4. Is causing obvious damage to structures (such as building foundations, sidewalks, etc.); or  
5. Is determined to be a threat to public health, safety, and/or welfare by a certified arborist or LTE (Licensed  
    Tree Expert).  
  
HERITAGE TREE - Any tree on Borough or private property designated under the New Jersey Forestry Service 
“Big and Heritage Tree” program.  

LINE-OF-SIGHT TRIANGLE - An imaginary triangle drawn by connecting lines 25 feet from the intersection 
of any two roadways, and a third line within the corner property, free of vegetation above 2 1/2 feet to maintain 
a clear line of vision for vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian safety.  

PERSON - Any individual, person, corporation, association, entity, or utility. 

PRIVATE TREE - Any tree located on lands privately owned within the Borough of Hillsdale. 

PUBLIC PROPERTY - Any property owned by the Borough of Hillsdale such as public right-of-ways or 
easements intended for the benefit of the Borough of Hillsdale. 

PUBLIC TREE - Any tree located on lands owned or controlled by the Borough, or by any other governmental 
body, or located within a public right-of-way or easement.  This definition is intended to be interchangeable with 
the definition of "street tree." 

REPLANTED TREE - Any deciduous or evergreen woody plant of the diameter caliper required in this chapter 
planted, for the purpose of replacing trees cut, removed, or destroyed. 

RESIDENT - Means an individual who resides on the residential property where a tree(s) regulated by this 
ordinance is removed or is proposed to be removed.   

SHRUB - A woody plant that is never tree-like in habit and produces branches or shoots from or near the base. 

SPECIES - The botanical name of the tree.  

STREET TREE - Any tree located on lands owned or controlled by the Borough, or by any other governmental 
body, or located within a public right-of-way or easement.  This definition is intended to be interchangeable with 
the definition of "public tree."  

TREE - Any live, woody plant having a diameter or width greater than six inches and/or a circumference greater 
than 25 inches, measured at the natural ground level.  If a plant has multiple stems, then the aggregate of the stem 
diameters and/or the aggregate of the circumferences shall be used in determining whether the plant is a tree. 
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TREE ARBORIST - An individual trained and certified in the science of planting, caring for, and maintaining 
trees, retained by the Borough of Hillsdale for that purpose either as an employee or on an as-needed basis. 

TREE BANK - A tree restitution fund (specifically, the “Shade Tree Trust Account”) held in escrow and 
administered by the Borough specifically for the acquisition and planting of trees in the Borough, that is 
contributed to by land developers and others where on-site tree restitution could not be reasonably achieved.  

TREE REMOVAL - Means to kill or to cause irreparable damage that leads to the decline and/or death of a tree.  
This includes, but is not limited to, excessive pruning, application of substances that are toxic to the tree, over-
mulching or improper mulching, and improper grading and/or soil compaction within the critical root radius 
around the base of the tree that leads to the decline and/or death of a tree.  Removal does not include responsible 
pruning and maintenance of a tree, or the application of treatments intended to manage invasive species.  

§ 286-3 Regulation of Trees on public property. 
The regulation of shade trees, street trees, and public trees on Borough property shall be the jurisdiction of the 
Mayor and Council, who shall obtain recommendations from a tree arborist and the Environmental Commission, 
and who shall direct the DPW when any action, pursuant to this chapter is determined to be necessary to:  

A. Control the planting, care, and protection of such trees. 

B. Regulate the use of the grounds surrounding such trees as far as may be necessary to ensure their proper 
growth, care, and protection. 

C.    Regulate the removal of such trees or parts thereof which are deemed to be dangerous to public safety, electric 
power, gas lines, water lines, or other public improvements, or which harbor a disease or infestation readily 
communicable to neighboring healthy trees, or for any reason in the exercise of a reasonable discretion, and 
within the purpose of this chapter.   

D. Require the removal of, or remove, dead trees.   

E. Prune such trees according to accepted technical methods used by qualified arborists, including measures to 
prevent the spread of disease. 

F. Maintenance of public right-of-way trees to include pruning, cable support, and removal where public safety 
hazards exist. 

G. Use tree bank funds for ongoing maintenance of Borough public trees, to include, but not limited to pruning, 
removal, watering, cable support, disease/pest infestation prevention and treatment. 

H. The Public Works Department will keep a record of the known removal of street trees plus any other trees 
from Borough lands that are removed each year.  Before the end of each subsequent year, the Borough will 
ensure planting of replacement trees according to the “Tree Replacement Requirement Table” herein.   

§ 286-4 Tree preservation. 
No person shall do, or cause to be done by others, either purposely, carelessly, or negligently, upon private or 
public property within the Borough of Hillsdale, any of the following acts:  

A. Cutting, destroying, or damaging any tree, except as provided for in this chapter. 

B. Topping of public trees, defined as the severe cutting back of limbs to stubs larger than three inches in 
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diameter within the tree's crown to such a degree as to remove the normal canopy and disfigure the tree. 

C. Plant any bush, tree, hedge, shrub, or other plant life, except trees and grass within the sidewalk area of any 
street without first having acquired the opinion and consent of the DPW Superintendent.  

D. Plant any shade or ornamental tree within five feet of a sidewalk or between the sidewalk and a street without 
first having obtained the approval by the DPW Superintendent.  

E. Plant or permit to be planted, any poplar or willow tree within 50 feet of any street line or sanitary or storm 
sewer line. 

F. Attach any sign by nailing, stapling or use of other hardware which penetrates the bark of any tree located 
within public right-of-way. 

G. Trim, remove or cut down any street tree or public tree without an approved request form issued by the 
Borough.  

H. Placing or maintaining upon the ground anything which will impede the tree's free access to air and water to 
the tree's living components.  

I. Applying any substance to any part of a tree, including the roots, with the intention to injure or destroy the 
tree. 

J. Planting of any tree or shrub within the line-of-sight triangle of any two intersecting roads within the 
Borough.  

K. Failing to maintain trees, bushes, shrubs, buffer strips, and other landscaping and conditions imposed as part 
of site plan or subdivision approval without application and approval by a board of appropriate jurisdiction. 

L.  The following applies to any N J Forest Service formally designated Heritage Trees in the Borough:  

(1) The Environmental Commission shall list any Heritage Trees that are designated by the New Jersey Forest 
Service in any Environmental Resource Inventory that the Environmental Commission maintains. 

(2) To the extent practical, any tree that has earned the designation of “Heritage Tree” by the State of New Jersey 
is to be afforded added protection, especially during any construction projects either on or adjacent to the property 
at which it is located.   

(3) The Borough desires that any tree designated as a Heritage Tree be maintained in healthy condition to the 
extent practical, to include periodic pruning as needed, to encourage it to flourish naturally, including with any 
appropriate support and protection, if necessary, from the Borough to the extent permissible.  

(4) No person shall physically damage or impair, cut down, or remove a Heritage Tree, whether  such tree is 
located on public or private property, without first obtaining formal approval of the Borough Council, approval 
for which shall not be issued without formal application for tree removal, acted upon only after an opportunity 
for public comment and discussion. 

M.  The owner or occupant of any lands within the limits of the Borough shall not knowingly fail to make 
reasonable efforts to control infestations of invasive, widely tree-damaging species, such as tent caterpillars, 
gypsy moths, lanternflies, emerald ash borers, or other species known to be detrimental to the health of trees.  
Any firm retained to eradicate such invasive tree-damaging species shall be duly licensed for performing 
such work by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.  
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§ 286-5 Permitted activities. 
Except as specifically allowed for at § 286-6 below, no person, directly or indirectly, shall, without first obtaining 
an approved permit or other formal approval as provided for herein, remove or otherwise destroy any tree on lands 
located in Hillsdale.  Notwithstanding the restrictions contained herein, the following activities shall be permitted:  
A. Upon obtaining permit application approval, the removal of not more than three trees per 12 months period 

on any approved or existing building lot, as shown on the current Tax Assessment Map of the Borough.  All 
replacement trees under this subchapter shall be in accordance with the “Tree Replacement Requirements 
Table” herein.  

B. The removal of trees in accordance with a site plan or subdivision plan approved by the Planning Board or 
a plot plan submitted for a soil movement permit approved by the Building Department, in conjunction with 
development or soil movement applications, so long as the approval includes a requirement that the applicant 
replace two trees for each tree removed for property that is not located in a floodplain in accordance with the 
“Tree Replacement Requirement Table” contained herein.  All replacement trees under this chapter shall be 
suitable in the discretion of the Planning Board or Board Attorney with the input of the Environmental 
Commission, if deemed desirable.  

(1) Floodplains are identified by largest areas shown as either the 100-year flood hazard area on the New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection flood delineation maps or as the special flood hazard area per the 
100-year flood on the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) prepared by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency.  

(2) For those properties located within either 100-year floodplain, the ratio for tree replacement shall be four 
replaced trees for each tree removed from property that is within a 100-year floodplain.  

(3) The Mayor and Council may, if they desire, obtain recommendations for approval by the Hillsdale 
Environmental Commission and the Borough Engineer regarding replacement trees. 

(4) The following replacement methodology shall be used subject to the recommendations of the Borough 
Engineer, the Environmental Commission, and the Superintendent of the DPW, if requested.  

(a) The first location preferred for replanting shall be on the same property from which the tree was 
removed. 

(b) The second location preferred for replanting shall be on a different, 100-year floodplain property 
preferably nearby private property within the Borough of Hillsdale that formally consents to receive 
and foster the intended tree replanting(s).     

(c) The third location preferred for replanting shall be on public property within the Borough of 
Hillsdale.  

(d) If a suitable replanting site cannot be determined, monetary payment to the tree bank shall be made 
for each tree not planted as specified in the “Tree Replacement Requirements Table” herein.  

C. The cutting, trimming or maintenance of trees in a manner which is not harmful to the health of the tree, with 
the use of gaffs or spikes to ascend a tree being specifically prohibited.  

D. To assure the removal of street trees which are diseased, dead, or partially or completely fallen by acts of 
nature or which endanger public safety.  

(1) Street Tree Removal request procedure.  Residents shall submit an emailed request, through the Hillsdale 
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website Public Works DPW tab: "Report a Problem to DPW" link.  The DPW, will review the request, 
conduct a visit, and respond within 10 business days, citing whether the tree will be removed and whether a 
new tree should be permitted, and shall suggest tree species, and appropriate location.  The following criteria 
shall be utilized in determining if tree removal is necessary: 

  
(1) The tree is dead;  
(2) 20-30% of the tree crown has declined and it is aesthetically unattractive;  
(3) The tree has structural deficiencies;  
(4) The tree has been repeatedly cut back by Public Service Electric and Gas line clearance crew, rending it 
unattractive;  
(5) Sidewalk, driveway apron, or curbing improvements necessitate the removal of an excessive number of 
roots, thus making the tree unstable or bringing about its premature demise possibly at the property owners’ 
expense;  
(6) The presence of the tree in some way compromises public health, safety, or general welfare.  

 
Where practical to do so, notification may be provided to resident(s) adjacent to a tree designated for removal 
informing them that the tree will be removed, and advising them of options for tree replacement.  The 
Department of Public Works may utilize “A Photographic Guide to the Evaluation of Hazard Trees in Urban 
Areas” published by the International Society of Arboriculture, as a standard for identifying structural 
deficiencies in street trees. 

E. The removal of trees necessary to construct any structure for which a permit has been issued by the 
Construction Code Official, so long as the approval includes a requirement that the applicant replace the 
trees removed as specified in the “Tree Replacement Requirement Table,” herein.   

F. To direct activities involving tree trimming or removal located within a public right-of-way or easement, or 
publicly owned or controlled property, so long as the Borough of Hillsdale is in responsible charge of the 
activities. 

G. Street tree planting requests (within the public right-of-way) by private homeowners, may be permitted upon 
request, review, and approval by the DPW.  An underground public utility location mark-out is required prior 
to planting.  

(1) Street Tree Planting request procedure.  Residents shall submit an emailed request, through the Hillsdale 
website Public Works DPW tab: "Report a Problem to DPW" link.  The DPW Superintendent shall 
inform the Borough Administrator of the resident's desire to plant a tree in the right-of-way.  The 
Administrator shall provide permission for such planting in his discretion. 

H. Any tree species that are designated as being invasive by the State of New Jersey may be removed from 
private property without formal application to the Borough and will not be counted towards any limitation 
placed on the number and frequency of tree removals on private property.   

I. Tree removal application process.    Except as specifically exempted at § 286-6, any person planning to remove 
a tree on their property shall submit a Tree Removal Application to the Borough Zoning Officer, and no tree shall 
be removed until municipal officials have reviewed and approved the removal.  For larger scale clearing projects 
the Borough may require a tree survey be submitted as part of the application to determine number, sizes, and 
exemptions of trees for the assessment of fees.   

(1) Permit required.  
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A person may remove or otherwise destroy any tree on any land within the Borough only in accordance with the 
terms and conditions of this chapter.  Caution should be taken, particularly during periods of construction, to 
avoid the placement of materials, machinery, or temporary soil deposits within the dripline area of any tree located 
on any land within the Borough.  

No person, directly or indirectly, shall, without first obtaining a permit or approval as provided for herein below, 
remove, or otherwise destroy any tree on lands located in Hillsdale as set forth in this section.  

(2) Application for permit. 

A. A person desiring to remove or otherwise destroy a tree shall apply to the Borough Zoning Officer or his 
or her designee for a permit to remove or otherwise destroy a tree. This application should be in narrative 
form within a letter and specify: 

1. The name and address of the owner of the premises.  

2. The name and address of the applicant for the permit, if other than the owner accompanied by the 
owner's consent to said application.  

3. The lot and block number of the premises for which the permit is sought.  

4. If removal of a Heritage Tree is being applied for, the tree's register number. 

5. The name(s) and unexpired registration number(s) of the tree care business(es) to be used, that is 
registered with the New Jersey Board of Tree Experts, licensed to provide the required tree care 
services for hire in the state of New Jersey (thereby having to display its NJ Tree Care business 
registration number on all vehicles, and having in its full-time employ at least one full time Licensed 
Tree Expert or Licensed Tree Care Operator depending on the services to be performed).  A 
landscaping firm or other contractor not currently registered with the New Jersey Board of Tree 
Experts may not be used for tree removal.     

B. The application for a permit is to be accompanied by a sketch containing the following:  

(1) A description of the premises upon which the tree removal or destruction is to take place by street 
address and lot and block number; 

(2)  The size of the lot;  

(3) The location upon the lot where the destruction or removal of the tree or trees is proposed to take 
place;  

(4) The identity of and the number and tree diameter of trees to be destroyed or removed; 

(5) The purpose of the destruction or removal of the trees;  

(6) The proposal, if any, for replacing any destroyed or removed trees or other landscape improvement; 
and   

(7) The location of all streams on the lot or adjacent properties.  

The Zoning Officer or his or her designee shall apply the following standards in evaluating the permit for the tree 
removal or destruction.  Said Zoning Officer or his or her designee shall visit the location and inspect the land 
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and trees which are the subject of the application to determine the effect of the destruction or removal upon: 

(1) The drainage or other physical conditions on the land and adjacent property;  

(2) The stability of the soil of the subject land, with particular concern as to whether erosion will be created by 
the tree removal; and 

(3)  The growth and development of the remaining trees on the land and adjacent property.  

C. Permit fee for tree removals undertaken within a 24-month period shall be set as follows: 

Number of Trees:       Fee: 
             3-6     $150.00 Total 
          7-10     $250.00 Total 
         Over 10     $500.00 Total 
*There will be no fee for permit application for removal of 2 or less trees in any twenty-four-month period. 
D. Notwithstanding the fee schedule, no permit fee shall be required for the removal of a dead or hazard tree 

with prior notice, provided that the applicant and/or property owner satisfies all the other requirements of 
this chapter.  

E. Issuance of permit for tree removal; time requirements. 
The Zoning Officer or his or her designee shall accept for filing the permit application referenced in §286-5 I. (1) 
above.  Said application shall be date and time stamped when received, and the applicant shall be furnished a copy 
of said application with said date and time stamped.  Thereafter, the Zoning Officer or his or her designee shall 
within 15 business days of receipt of the completed application for the removal of a non-Heritage tree(s):  

1. Visit and inspect the location of the application as provided; and 

2. Decide whether the destruction or removal of the trees, which is the subject of the application, will cause 
or contribute to drainage problems, soil erosion or the loss of tree species; and  

3. Grant or deny the requested permit in whole or in part.  The failure of the Zoning Officer or his or her 
designee to act upon the application for the removal of a non-Heritage tree(s) within said 15 business 
days shall constitute approval of said application and entitle the applicant to the permit requested unless 
an extension of the fifteen-day period has been agreed upon between the applicant and the Zoning Officer 
or his or her designee in writing before the period expires.  In the case of a Heritage tree, the Zoning 
Officer or his or her designee shall refer a completed application to the Planning Board.  The Planning 
Board shall grant or deny the requested permit within 30 business days of the filing of the application by 
the applicant.  Any applicant may request an informal hearing in support of a permit, and all decisions to 
deny the permit must be in writing, setting forth the reasons for such denial. 

§ 286-6 Exceptions. 

The following exceptions shall apply:  

A. The Planning Board may waive the replacement planting requirements either in number, species, or 
replacement size or grant exceptions from the requirements of this chapter, as may be reasonable and within 
the purposes and intent of this chapter.  The Planning Board shall consider if the literal enforcement of one 
or more provisions is impracticable or will exact an undue hardship due to the peculiar conditions pertaining 
to the property in question.  The form of application will be the same as required pursuant to the Site Plan 
Review Ordinance. 
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B. Where the Environmental Commission and Borough Engineer deem it acceptable and make such 
recommendation to the land use board or Construction Department, the number of trees for restitution may 
be reduced in quantity if replacement caliper sizes are increased based on the methodology found in the 
current New Jersey No Net Loss Reforestation Act "Caliper Tree Substitution Size" list for the various types 
of trees. 

C. Any tree that poses imminent danger to life or property.  If because of the imminency of the hazard, prior 
notification of the removal of said tree pursuant to this chapter has not been given to the Zoning Officer in the 
form of an application for tree removal prior to removal, then notification in the form of an application for 
tree removal must be provided within seven days of such removal.  

D.  Any dead tree or substantially diseased tree due to natural causes or storm damage where: 

(1) The person desiring to destroy or remove the tree is the owner of the land upon which the tree is located;  

 

(2) The person notifies the Zoning Officer of the desire to remove the tree in the form of an application for tree 
removal claiming an exemption, providing relevant photos, and certification by a NJ Licensed Tree Expert 
(per NJ Title 45:15C-11); and 

(3) The Zoning Officer inspects and verifies that the tree is dead/substantially diseased from natural causes. The 
Zoning Officer has the discretion to use a Licensed Tree Expert (LTE) to determine the tree’s status. 

E. Accident or storm-damaged trees where removal is in response to an emergency.  

F. Tree removal covered by approved site plan.  However, a copy of any site plan application, which provides 
for the removal of a Heritage Tree, must be provided to the Zoning Officer or his or her designee to allow 
his/her review and comment, if any, to the Planning Board. 

G. The removal of any trees which are a part of tree farms in active operation, nurseries, fruit orchards, and 
garden centers, including an approved woodlot management program pursuant to the provisions of the New 
Jersey Farmland Assessment Act of 1964. 

H. The removal of trees ordered or conducted pursuant to a New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 
(“NJDEP”) or U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) environmental cleanup.   

§ 286-7 Criteria for consideration of tree replanting. 

A. The Planning Board may consult with the Hillsdale Environmental Commission, the Department of Public 
Works the Borough Engineer, or any professional as provided in the Municipal Land Use Law.1 

B.    Standards for replanted trees.  
(1) Replanted trees shall be at least 2 1/2 inches in diameter caliper, measured at breast height, and must nursery 

stock, balled in burlap and staked upon planting per Borough standards provided by the Borough Engineer 
or the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Parks and Forestry, New Jersey 
Forestry Services, as detailed in the most recent Program Guidelines. Trees for reforestation shall be 
indigenous to the site from which trees have been removed, consistent with the species found and/or being 
considered for removal. The Planning Board may also consult with the Environmental Commission in the 

 
1 Editor’s Note: See N.J.S.A. 40:55D-1 et seq. 
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selection of replacement trees. 

(2) Replanted trees for restitution shall not include trees required for visual buffers, foundation plantings, or 
ornamental trees.  Tree size substitutions and species shall be in conformance with the following:  

 
Tree Replacement Requirements Table – (If Removed Tree is Not Replanted “In-Kind”) 

Category Tree Removed (DBH) Tree Replacement Requirement 

1 DBH of 2.5” (for street trees) or 6” 
(for non-street trees) to 12.99” 

Replant 2 trees with a minimum DBH tree caliper of 
2.5” for each tree removed. 

2 DBH of 13” to 22.99” Replant 3 trees with a minimum DBH tree caliper of 
2.5” for each tree removed. 

3 DBH of 23” or greater and if trees 
are  removed within a floodplain 

Replant 4 trees with a minimum DBH tree caliper of 
2.5” for each tree removed. 

Where the tree replanting specified above is not reasonably accommodated at the property where tree 
removal is to take place or at an alternate private property (preferably nearby) by formal agreement, taking 
into account the cost of trees and planting, an amount of $250 per replacement tree may be paid to the 
Borough for deposit into the Tree Bank for future tree plantings in the Borough. 

 
(3) Where possible, tree removals are to be replaced in-kind with a tree that has an equal or greater DBH than 

the tree removed (“in-kind”), or meet the Tree Replacement Requirements Table provided herein. 

(4) Monocultural planting of trees is to be avoided.  Diversity in tree species plantings can help reduce the 
occurrence of harmful insect and tree disease epidemics.    

(5) Planting site constraints, such as planting belt width, overhead and underground utilities, sidewalks, curbs 
soil and moisture conditions, setbacks, traffic visibility, spatial arrangement, signage, awnings, etc., will be 
considered in all tree planting selections, and adhere to the following:  

a. No tree planting within 35 feet of a stop sign or traffic light; 
b. No tree planting within 25 feet of the midpoint of the curb corner an intersection;  
c. No tree planting within 15 feet of a small tree, 30 feet of a medium tree;  
d. No planting of small trees within 5 feet, or medium trees within 12 feet, or large trees within 15 feet of 
an underground utility;  
e. No tree planting within 7 feet of a driveway apron or utility pole;  
f. Tree species expected to exceed 25 feet in height at maturity shall not be planted beneath overhead 
utilities.  

(6) When possible, replacement species shall be selected to maintain the existing character of the neighborhood.  

(7) Plantings are to conform to the American Association of Nurserymen’s Planting Standards, and/or “Trees 
for N.J. Streets,” published by N.J. Shade Tree Federation, including as to the season in which it is planted.  

(8) When possible, consideration is to be given to residents’ preference in the species selection and planting 
location of replacement trees.  
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(9) The planting of invasive tree species as identified by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, 
such as Tree of Heaven, and similar species such as bamboo, or allowing their proliferation on property within 
the Borough is not permitted. 

(10) Re-planting is to take place within twelve (12) months of the date of removal of the original tree(s) or at an 
alternative date specified by the Borough. 

(11) Replacement plantings are to be monitored by the applicant for a period of two (2) years to ensure their 
survival and shall be replaced within twelve (12) months in the event its death within 2 years of replanting.  

(12) Replacement tree plantings shall not be planted in temporary containers or pots, as these do not count towards 
tree replacement requirements 
 
(13) Unless otherwise agreed to by the Borough, the species type and diversity of replacement trees shall be in 
accordance with the “Approved Tree Replacement Planting List,” herein. 
 
 

APPROVED TREE REPLACEMENT PLANTING LIST* 

Taller Trees – 
Common Name 

Taller Trees – 
Scientific Name 

Smaller Trees - 
Common Name 

Smaller Trees - 
Scientific Name 

American Elm Ulmus americana America Hornbeam Carpinus caroliniana 
Blackgum Nyssa sylvatica American plum Prunus americana 
Black locust Rubinia pseudoacacia Arbor vitae Thuja occidentalis 
Black maple Acer nigrum Blackgum Nyssa sylvatica 
Chestnut Oak Quercus prinus Eastern Redbud Cercis canadensis 
Pin Oak Quercus palustris Eastern redcedar Juniperus virginiana 
Red oak Quercus rubra Flowering dogwood Cornus florida 
Red maple Acer rubrum Hophornbeam Ostrya virginiana 
Silver maple Acer saccharinum Mountain maple Acer spicatum 
Sugar maple Acer saccharum River birch Betula nigra 
Sweet birch Betula lenta Serviceberry, common Amelanchier arborea 
Sweetgum Liquidambar styraciflua Serviceberry, Canadian Amelanchier canadensis 
Tuliptree Liriodendron tulipifera Serviceberry, Allegheny Amelanchier laevis 
White Oak Quercus alba Sweetbay Magnolia virginiana 
Yellow birch Betula alleghaniensis Sweet crab apple Malus coronaria 

* Other trees listed by The Native Plant Society of New Jersey are also acceptable for planting in 
Hillsdale.  If listed native trees are not reasonably commercially available, those listed in 
Hillsdale’s Environmental Resource Inventory, published by the Hillsdale Environmental 
Commission, may be selected for replanting.  Species selection is to consider that monocultural 
planting reduces tree population resiliency to epidemics of insects and disease when they occur. 

   
C. The location of site plan or subdivision approved replanted trees shall be determined by the following 

schedule of preference when at all possible:  

(1) In the location where the trees are removed. 

(2) Within the building lot containing the removed trees. 

(3) Within the development site approved by the Planning Board or within the public right-of-way fronting or 
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bounding the site. 

(4) Elsewhere in the Borough within public property, but as near as possible to the building lot where the trees 
are removed. 

(5) When a suitable relocation site is not available for replanting or relocation of a tree, a payment to the tree 
bank shall be made as described elsewhere herein. 

D. Replanted trees on private property shall be watered and maintained by the property owner.  Replanted trees 
on public property shall be watered and maintained by adjoining property owners to the greatest extent 
possible. 

§ 286-8 Maintenance. 
Landscaped buffers, landscape plantings, and replacement trees that are part of an approved site plan, subdivision, 
soil movement permit, or plot plan shall remain in effect and be maintained in perpetuity. Conditions of approvals 
requiring such buffers and/or landscape plantings shall be binding upon all subsequent property owners of the 
lands upon which the approvals were granted.  Any alteration of such improvements must be approved by the 
appropriate land use board or municipal official referenced under this chapter. 
 
§ 286-9 Enforcement. 
The Borough Zoning Officer or his/her designee is designated as the enforcing agent for this chapter.  Upon 
review of as-built plans or site inspection of any development application or soil movement activity, the Borough 
Engineer shall inform the Zoning Officer of any trees removed in excess of those called for removal in the 
Planning Board's approval.  The Zoning Officer may order any tree work or other activity which is 
carried on in violation of any tree removal permit or any provision of this article to be stopped 
forthwith.  The order shall be issued in writing and a copy served upon any person engaged in tree 
work upon the subject lot.  If no such person is present upon the lot, then the order shall be served 
upon the applicant; but if no permit has been issued as to such lot, then the order shall be served upon 
the owner of the lot.  Thereafter, except for such work as is necessary to remedy the violation, any further work 
shall comply with the terms and conditions of any application approval and the provisions contained herein.  
 
§ 286-10 Violations and penalties; fee calculation schedule. 
This chapter shall be administered and enforced by the Borough Zoning Officer.  

A. Any and each person violating any provision of this chapter, including landscaping, tree service companies 
and other contractors, shall, upon conviction thereof, each be punishable by a fine not exceeding $1,000 per 
offense, except as otherwise stated here.  The cutting, destruction or removal of each tree shall constitute a 
separate offense.  In no case shall the penalty for each violation be less than the in-lieu replacement planting 
fee listed herein, plus 25%.   

B. If a tree(s) is/are cut, destroyed, or removed in conjunction with any land use for any reason, in conjunction 
with any land use, development or programmed soil movement activity in excess of the specified number of 
trees which were approved for removal by the Borough, restitution shall be made by the applicant in 
accordance with the schedule contained in the Tree Replacement Requirements Table, contained herein.  

C.  The Borough will be entitled to reimbursement of all costs incurred reasonably related to the enforcement 
of this article plus calculated application and tree replacement fees associated with trees removed in 
violation of this article, including, but not limited to, reasonable attorney fees, engineering fees, expert fees, 
and the cost to the Borough incurred for the purpose of retaining a professional to calculate the number of 
trees removed in violation of this article. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

If any section, paragraph, sub-section, clause or provision of this ordinance shall be declared invalid by a court of 
competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of this ordinance as a whole or any part thereof. 

 
All ordinances or parts of ordinances of the Borough heretofore adopted that are inconsistent with any of the terms 

and provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 
 
This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication as provided by Law. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 24-13 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be further 
considered for final passage at a Meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 Hillsdale 
Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on August 13, 2024 and at said time and place all persons interested will be 
given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish 
said ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice of its 
introduction and of the time and place, when and where said ordinance would be considered for final passage. 
 

Motion Lundy   Second  EscobarAyes: Councilmember Osso, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, 
Lundy 

Nays: Ruocco 
 
RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): 24197 through 24215: 
 
24197 pulled by Councilman Ruocco 
 

 
24198 Resolution Establishing Procurement Card Policies and Procedures 
 

WHEREAS, by Resolution 24198 the Mayor & Council of the Borough of Hillsdale in the County of Bergen, State 
of New Jerey has authorized the use of a Procurement Card (P-Card); and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to establish policies and procedures for use of the P-Card as required by law;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that the 

following policies and procedures for the use of P-Cards for purchases by the Borough of Hillsdale be adopted and amended 
to the Borough’s Purchasing Manual:  

 
PROCUREMENT CARDS (P-Cards)  
 

I. UTILIZATION OF P-CARDS 
a. P-Cards can be used for supplies or services under the following circumstances:  

i. When payment to vendors is required in advance of the delivery of goods or services and the 
goods or services cannot be obtained from any other source at a comparable price.  

ii. When vendor only accepts payment via credit card for goods or services and the goods or 
services cannot be obtained from any other source at a comparable price.  

iii. When placement of orders for goods and services is made through an electronic computerized 
transaction (i.e. order is placed from computer to computer via the internet or similar computer 
network) as authorized by N.J.S.A. 40A:5-16.  

b. P-Cards cannot be used for the purchase of items or services of a personal nature for employees or 
officials. Travel, dining and room and board expenses are also not permitted.  
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II. CARD ELIGIBILITY AND USE  

a. The Borough Administrator shall designate a person who is authorized to use a P-card for departmental 
purchases of goods and services. All authorized cardholders must comply with the P-card policies 
outlined herein and ALL other procedures and requirements included within the Borough’s Purchasing 
Manual.  

b. The individual whose name is on the card is the only person authorized to make purchases using the 
card. The cardholder will be held accountable for any policy infractions. The cardholder shall follow 
proper procedures in order to obtain authorization to make a purchase.  

c. The cardholder is responsible to determine that the price quoted for a product or service is the best 
price that can be obtained.  

d. Cardholders should be certain that the total amount, including shipping and handling charges, will not 
exceed the single purchase limit on the P-card.  

 
III. RESTRICTIONS AND CONTROL 

a.  Use of the P-card to purchase any product or service must comply with those permitted by the 
Borough’s Procurement Policies and be in compliance with Local Public Contract Laws.  

b. The P-card must never be used to purchase items for personal use or for non-Borough purposes.  
c. Any unauthorized or inappropriate use of a P-card will result in cancellation of the P-card and will 

subject the cardholder to disciplinary action including possible termination of employment and 
criminal prosecution 

 
IV. SPENDING LIMITS 

a. The monthly spending limit is the maximum available credit for the billing cycle. The card will reject 
any transaction that exceeds this limit.  

b. The Borough has established a limit on the card at $5,000.00 per month.  
c. Only in approved instances by both the CFO and the Administrator can a procurement reach the 

maximum of 15% of bid threshold by conducting a one-time approval based upon the circumstances.  
 

V. CARD SECURITY / LIABILITY 
a. Cards must be strictly safeguarded. It is the responsibility of each cardholder to secure the card at all 

times. If a card is used infrequently, it must be stored in a secure location within the department.  
b. P-Card account information and card numbers should not be shared with other employees or person 

not involved in the purchase transaction. 
c. In case of loss, theft or misappropriation of the card account number, immediately contact the Borough 

Administrator.  
d. The cardholder will not be liable for the unauthorized use of a stolen card by a third party as long as 

the card is reported stolen within 24 hours of when loss is detected by the individual.  
 

VI. CARD MAINTENANCE 
a. Card Activation - Once the cardholder has successfully completed training, the P-card Administrator 

will activate the card for immediate use.  
b. Cancellation  

i. Upon termination of employment, transfer to another department, or if the cardholder’s 
responsibilities change within the Department and the P- card is no longer required in the newly 
assigned position, the cardholder must return the p-card to the approving manager. The 



20
Regular Meeting 
July 16, 2024 

 

approving manager must notify the Purchasing Card Program Administrator by submitting a 
Cardholder Maintenance Form. The Purchasing Card Program Administrator will deactivate 
the P-card. 

ii.  The Purchasing Card Program Administrator will also require the cardholder to return the P-
card in the case of misuse. In addition, the approving manager may require a cardholder to turn 
in a P-card for any reason.  

c. Card Changes - If a Cardholder needs to make changes to name, address, phone, or account numbers, 
use the Cardholder Maintenance Form or send an e-mail to the Purchasing Card Program 
Administrator.  

d. Assignment - A P-card may not be transferred or assigned to another person. P-cards are the property 
of Borough and the Designated Financial Institution and must be turned in to the Borough 
Administrator upon changing departments or leaving the Borough.  

 
VII. P-CARD ORDER/PURCHASE PROCESS 

a. Purchases of appropriate items using the P-card may be made from any vendor who accepts the VISA® 
card. 

b. An approved requisition based upon written quote or screen shot needs to be obtained prior to ordering.  
c. Notify the vendor that the purchase is exempt from New Jersey State sales tax, use tax and Federal 

excise tax. Provide the vendor with the Borough’s New Jersey State Tax Exempt Number (printed on 
the card).  If a cardholder is charged tax on a purchased item, it is the cardholder's responsibility to 
obtain credit from the vendor for the imposed tax. 

d. Contact the Finance Office if the vendor requests a copy of the Borough’s Exempt Use Certificate 
Form ST-4. 

 
VIII. Purchasing Card Administrator/Program Manager  

a. The Chief Financial Officer shall be responsible for overall oversight of the P-Card program.  
i. Processes payment to Designated Financial Institution.  

ii. Reevaluate Program on an as needed basis, but not less frequently than annually.  
b. The Qualified Purchasing Agent shall be responsible for day-to-day oversight and management of 

procurement in accord with this policy and the LPCL.  
c. The Borough Treasurer will be the designated Program Manager with the following responsibilities:  

i. Card Acquisition - All cards are imprinted with both the users’ names and the name of the local 
unit 

ii. Ensure Program participants are fully trained to be in compliance with the Procurement Card 
section of the Purchasing Manual. 

iii. Responsible for administering and overseeing all policies and procedures of the Purchasing 
Card Program.  

iv. Reviews monthly statements and conducts an audit of P-card transactions. 
v. Performs regular reviews of transactions and cardholder activity and reports any activity that 

does not comply with the Program’s guidelines to the cardholder and the approving manager.  
vi. Reviews vendor activity for compliance with general procurement policies and procedures.  

vii. Helps resolve transactions that cannot be reconciled by the cardholder or approving manager.  
viii. Tracks card expiration dates and issues replacement cards. Tracks termination of cardholders. 

Cancels cards as required.  
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24199 Resolution Authorizing Use of Procurement Cards 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A 40A:5-16 permits the use of Procurement Cards (P-cards) by local units for specific 
circumstances to be used for certain payments, and  

 
WHEREAS, the statute permits a municipality to adopt policies that permit specifically named employees 

to use P-cards for the acquisition of goods and services under certain circumstances set forth in the statute, and  
 
WHEREAS, Valley National Bank, the Borough’s primary banking services provider does provide 

Procurement Card Services, and  
 
WHEREAS, transactions must comply with provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law and the use of 

a Procurement Card will not change or eliminate any provisions of that law, and  
 
WHEREAS, internal controls that ensure compliance with the statutory authorization and the Local 

Finance Board’s rules will be in place and amended to the Borough’s Purchasing Manual;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that 

the use of a Procurement Card in accordance with NJSA 40A:5:5-16 and NJAC 5:30-9A is hereby authorized; 
and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough CFO shall hereby be authorized to engage Valley 

National Bank for Procurement Card Services. 
 
 

24200  Resolution of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, Authorizing 
Approval of a Bid Award for Hillsdale Borough Home Improvement Program Case # HILDL-
2308 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough currently has a rehabilitation program titled the Home Improvement Program 

(“HIP”) and the HIP complies with all applicable laws, including but not limited to New Jersey Council on 
Affordable Housing regulations (N.J.A.C. 5:97-6.2) and Uniform Housing Affordability Controls (N.J.A.C. 5:80-
26.1); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough has retained CGP&H, a professional affordable housing consultant, to 
administer the HIP; and 
 
 WHEREAS, CGP&H’s Program Inspector prepared a program scope of work (“Work Scope”) for a 
moderate-income individual who is a Borough resident and seeking to participate in the HIP (Case # HILDL-
2308) and the Work Scope was sent out to bid on March 6, 2024 with 3 bids received and opened on May 14, 
2024; The contractor’s original bid was $18,000.00. The homeowner meets program eligibility requirements; and  
 

WHEREAS, CGP&H’S Program Inspector reviewed the bids and determined that the lowest qualified 
contractor bid of $18,000.00 was a qualified bid within 15% of his cost estimate; and  

 
WHEREAS, CGP&H accordingly seeks to award the job to the lowest contractor bid.  

 
 WHEREAS, the residence in this case needs to be brought up to code for the Borough to receive the state 
rehabilitation credit for Case # HILDL-2308 and the $18,000.00 construction work, which when completed will 
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bring the residence up to code and provide the Borough with the rehabilitation credit.  
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Hillsdale Borough Council, that: 

The Borough hereby approves the bid package via this Resolution for the reasons set forth in this 
Resolution and on the record. 

The Borough hereby awards the attached bid of 18,000.00 to A-Plus Construction 

Upon the execution of this Resolution, the HIP shall continue to process Case # HILDL-2308, including 
but not limited to, scheduling a construction agreement signing and loan closing, and placing a HIP lien on the 
residence for a ten-year forgivable loan of $18,000.00 (contract). 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution will be forwarded to: 

 Gioia Cassidy, Municipal Housing Liaison 

 David Young, Chief Financial Officer 

 CGP&H 

1249 South River Road, Suite 301 

Cranbury, NJ 08512-3633 

 
24201 Approve to Submit Grant Application and Execute a Grant Contract with the New Jersey 

Department of Transportation for the Liberty Avenue, Arcadia Way, and Weirimus Lane 
Reconstruction Project 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale formally 
approves the grant application for the above stated project.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an 
electronic grant application identified as MA-2025-Liberty Avenue, Arcadia Way, and Wierimus Lane 
Reconstruction - 00613 to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant 
agreement on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and 
conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement. 
 
R20202 was pulled by Councilman Ruocco 
 
R20203 was pulled by Councilman Osso 
 
 
24204 Resolution Authorizing Purchasing Under a National Cooperative Purchasing Organization, 

Omnia Partners to Provide Goods/Services from an Authorized Vendor – Sherwin Williams 
 
SERVICE/COMMODITY:  Paint and Related Supplies 
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the National Cooperative Purchasing Organization, Omnia 
Partners Cooperative Pricing System and desires to use the Co-Op for the purchase of paint and related supplies 
from an authorized vendor, Sherwin Williams; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:34-6.2(b)(3), the Borough may by resolution and without advertising for 
bids, purchase any good or service under a national cooperative purchasing agreement; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has determined that the use of the cooperative purchasing agreement shall 
result in cost savings after all factors, including charges for service, material and delivery, have been considered; 
and 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Purchasing Agent is hereby authorized to purchase certain 
goods or services from Sherwin Williams through the Omnia Partners Cooperative Pricing System pursuant to all 
conditions of the contract through Omnia Partners Cooperative Pricing System; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-
5.5(b), shall either certify the full maximum amount against the budget at the time the contract is awarded, or no 
contract shall be chargeable or certified until such time goods or services are ordered or otherwise called for prior 
to placing the order, and a certification of availability of funds is made by the Chief Financial Officer. 
 
24205 Resolution Approving the Purchase of Law Enforcement Firearms Equipment and Supplies from 

the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c), may 
by resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the State of New Jersey 
Cooperative Purchasing Program and other approved Cooperative Purchasing Programs for any State or 
Cooperative Purchasing contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the Division of Purchase and Property in 
the Department of the Treasury and/or by the approve the Cooperative Purchasing Program; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing 
Program; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough will purchase mounted computers for Fire Department vehicles through the 
State Cooperative Purchasing Program on NJ State Contract #T-0106; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Hillsdale approves the Purchase of 
Mounted Computers for Fire Department vehicles from Island Tech Services 980 S 2nd Street Ronkonkoma, NY 
11779, for a total not to exceed $24,505.00 in accordance with the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing 
Program, NJ State Contract #T-0106. 
 

 

24206 Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of Twelve Seek FirePro Thermal Imagers and Accessories 
as Part of Sourcewell under a National Cooperation Purchase Program by the Borough of Hillsdale
  

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 52-34-6.2(b)(3) authorizes contracting units to purchase goods, or to 

contract for services, may make purchases and contract for services through the use of a nationally-
recognized and accepted cooperative purchase agreement that has been developed utilizing a competitive 
bidding process by another contracting unit within the State of New Jersey, or within any other state, when 
available; and 
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale had authorized by Resolution Membership in the Sourcewell 

Cooperative Purchasing Program effective October 11, 2022; and 
 

WHEREAS, Sourcewell is a nationally recognized and accepted cooperative purchasing 
contracting unit within the State of Minnesota that utilizes a competitive bid or competitive proposal 
process in awarding contracts for goods and services and is authorized by Minnesota law to extend its 
contracts to local government units nationwide; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale proposes to purchase one (1) E-One HR100 Single Axle 

100’ Ladder Truck under the Sourcewell Cooperative Purchase Program, for the Hillsdale Volunteer Fire 
Department. The Sourcewell Contract #113021-RVG-1 awarded to Absolute Fire Protection Co.; Inc 
(authorized dealer for E-One) runs from February 24, 2022 through February 10, 2026. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, 

County of Bergen, and State of New Jersey as follows: 
 

1. That the governing body does hereby approve the purchase of one (1) E-One HR100 Single Axle 
100' Ladder Truck through the Sourcewell Cooperative Purchasing Program, Contract #113021-
RVG in the total amount of $1,598,520.00. 

 
 

24207 Resolution Approving the Purchase of Firefighter Protective Clothing & Equipment from the State 
of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a 

  
WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c), may 

by resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the State of New Jersey 
Cooperative Purchasing Program and other approved Cooperative Purchasing Programs for any State or 
Cooperative Purchasing contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the Division of Purchase and Property in 
the Department of the Treasury and/or by the approve the Cooperative Purchasing Program; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing 
Program; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough will purchase Firefighter Protective Clothing & Equipment for the Hillsdale 
Volunteer Fire Department through the State Cooperative Purchasing Program on NJ State Contract #T-0790; 
and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Hillsdale approves the Purchase of 
Firefighter Protective Clothing & Equipment from Witmer Public Safety Group, Inc 101 Independence Way, 
Coatsville, PA 19320, for a total not to exceed $22,995.00 in accordance with the State of New Jersey Cooperative 
Purchasing Program, NJ State Contract #T-0790. 
 
 
24208 Resolution to Award Contract for the NJDOT FY2023 Magnolia Avenue Resurfacing Road 

Program 
 
WHEREAS, sealed bids were requested through advertisement pursuant to New Jersey Local Public Contracts 
Law for the FY2023 Magnolia Avenue Resurfacing Road Paving Program; and 
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WHEREAS, nine (9) contractors returned the sealed bid documents on June 18, 2024; and  
 
WHEREAS, Smith-Sondy Asphalt Construction Company of 150 Anderson Avenue Wallington, New Jersey 
07057 was the lowest responsible bidder in the base bid amount of Two Hundred Eighty-Four Thousand Three 
Hundred Twenty-Two Dollars and Fourteen Cents ($284,322.14); and  

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator, Borough Engineer and Borough Attorney recommended that the 
contract be awarded to Smith-Sondy Asphalt Construction Company for the FY2023 Magnolia Avenue 
Resurfacing Road Paving Program in the amount of $284,322.14; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale as follows: 

 
1. The award of the Base Bid to Smith-Sondy Asphalt Construction Company, in the amount of 

$284,322.14.  
2. The Borough Attorney is hereby authorized to prepare contracts and/or other documents pursuant to 

the award of this contract. 
3. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to execute contracts and/or documents pursuant to the 

award of this contract. 
 

24209 Resolution Approving the Purchase of Police Radio Communication Equipment and Accessories 
from the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a 

 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c), may 
by resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the State of New Jersey 
Cooperative Purchasing Program and other approved Cooperative Purchasing Programs for any State or 
Cooperative Purchasing contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the Division of Purchase and Property in 
the Department of the Treasury and/or by the approve the Cooperative Purchasing Program; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing 
Program; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough will purchase police radios through the State Cooperative Purchasing Program 
on NJ State Contract #83909; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Hillsdale approves the Purchase of 
Police Video Equipment and Accessories for police vehicles from Motorola Solutions 123 Tices Boulevard 
Woodcliff Lake, NJ 07677, for a total not to exceed $10,450.00 in accordance with the State of New Jersey 
Cooperative Purchasing Program, NJ State Contract # 83909. 
 
24210 Resolution Authorizing the Return of Unused Escrow for the Property Located at 79 Large 

Avenue, Block 1406 Lot 35 
 
WHEREAS, funds were deposited with the Borough of Hillsdale in connection with the property located at 79 
Large Avenue in the Borough of Hillsdale, NJ 07642, Project SBE0010002; and 
 
WHEREAS, a request was made by the applicant to have any unused escrow funds be returned; and 
 
WHEREAS, it was reported by the Finance Department that a balance does remain in the 2024 General Trust 
Escrow Account and funds may be refunded to the applicant; and 
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WHEREAS, the Planning Board Secretary and the Planning Board Professionals have reported that the all monies 
due have been paid on the subject property; and all escrows can be released in the amount not to exceed $252.95; 
and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, that the funds 
on deposit in the 2024 General Trust Account in connection with the property located at 79 Large Avenue, Block 
1406 Lot 35 in Hillsdale, NJ 07642; be released/refunded by the Borough. 
 

 
24211 Resolution Authorizing a Non-Fair and Open Professional Services Agreement to Phoenix 

Advisors LLC for Financial Disclosure Services  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has a need to retain a firm for Financial Disclosure Services for 
the calendar year 2024; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5 (1) (a) (i) provides that the award of a contract for professional services 
is an exception to the bidding requirements of the Local Public Contracts Law; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Certified Finance Officer has recommended that Phoenix Advisors, LLC located at 625 
Farnsworth Avenue, Bordentown, New Jersey 08505 will be the most advantageous to the Borough; and   

 
WHEREAS, this contract is being awarded as an open-ended contract in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-

11.10 for a one (1) year period retroactive to January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2024; and  
 
WHEREAS, the maximum dollar value of this contract based upon a reasonable cost estimate of the 

goods or services required over the contract term, shall not exceed $5,000.00 with no obligation on the part of the 
Borough to spend the maximum amount; and 

 
NOW, THEREFOR, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale 

authorize that Phoenix Advisors, LLC located at 625 Farnsworth Avenue, Bordentown, New Jersey 08505 is 
hereby awarded a Non-Fair and Open Professional Services Agreement for Financial Disclosure Services for a 
one (1) year period retroactive to January 1, 2024 through December 31, 2024 in the as required, no minimum 
purchase amount not to exceed $5,000.00 without further authorization by the governing body; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to execute the aforesaid 

Professional Services Agreement, a copy of the same being on file in the office of the Borough Clerk and hereby 
approved; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this contract is being awarded without public advertising for bids 

and bidding therefor in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5 (1) (a) (i) of the Local Publics Contracts Law and has 
met the requirements as a Non-Fair and Open Contract pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 et seq.; and 
 
 
24212 Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of One (1) 2024 Tahoe 9C1 Patrol PPV from the State of 

New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program Under N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12A 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c), may 
by resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the State of New Jersey 
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Cooperative Purchasing Program and other approved Cooperative Purchasing Programs for any State or 
Cooperative Purchasing contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the Division of Purchase and Property in 
the Department of the Treasury and/or by the approve the Cooperative Purchasing Program; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing 
Program; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough will purchase one (1) 2024 Chevrolet Tahoe 9C1 Patrol PPV for the Hillsdale 
Police Department through the State Cooperative Purchasing Program through Contract #T2776; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Hillsdale approves the Purchase of one 
(1) 2024 Chevrolet Tahoe 9C1 Patrol PPV from Gentilini Motors 2703 Fire Road Egg Harbor Township, NJ 
08234 at a price not to exceed $67,152.59 in accordance with the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing 
Program, Contract # T2776 – Document #21-Fleet-01485 valid June 18, 2024 – June 17, 2025. 
 
 
24213 Resolution of the Borough of Hillsdale – Changing Signers for all Bank Accounts of the Borough 

of Hillsdale 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has the need to change signers for various bank accounts; and 
 
WHEREAS, checks, drafts or orders drawn against all Borough Bank Accounts require the signature of Mayor 
Michael Sheinfield, Borough Clerk Denise Kohan and Chief Financial Officer David Young or Borough 
Administrator Michael Ghassali as the third alternate and shall be drawn only upon proper authorization; and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 
Bergen, State of New Jersey that Mayor Michael Sheinfield, Borough Clerk Denise Kohan and Chief Financial 
Officer David Young or Borough Administrator Michael Ghassali as the third alternate are hereby authorized to 
honor and pay any and all drafts, checks or orders effective July 16, 2024. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be delivered to the proper offices of the 
official banks, Oritani Bank and TD Bank North as evidence of the bank’s authority to act in accordance therewith. 
 
24214 Governing Body Certification of the Annual Audit 
 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 5-4 requires the governing body of every local unit to have made an annual audit of 
its books, accounts and financial transactions, and  
 
WHEREAS, the Annual Report of Audit for the year 2020 has been filed by a Registered Municipal Accountant 
with the Municipal Clerk pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A: 5-6, and a copy has been received by each member of the 
governing body; and  
 
WHEREAS, R.S. 52:27BB-34 authorizes the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey to prescribe reports 
pertaining to the local fiscal affairs; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board has promulgated N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5, a regulation requiring that the 
governing body of each municipality shall, by resolution, certify to the Local Finance Board of the State of New 
Jersey that all members of the governing body have reviewed, as a minimum, the sections of the annual audit 
entitled “Comments and Recommendations”; and  
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WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have personally reviewed, as a minimum, the Annual Report 
of Audit, and specifically the sections of the Annual Audit entitled “Comments and Recommendations, as 
evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body attached hereto; and  
 
WHEREAS, such resolution of certification shall be adopted by the Governing Body no later than forty-five days 
after the receipt of the annual audit, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5; and  
 
WHEREAS, all members of the governing body have received and have familiarized themselves with, at least, 
the minimum requirements of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, as stated aforesaid and have 
subscribed to the affidavit, as provided by the Local Finance Board; and  
 
WHEREAS, failure to comply with the regulations of the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey may 
subject the members of the local governing body to the penalty provisions of R.S. 52:27BB52, to wit:  
 

R.S. 52:27BB-52: A local officer or member of a local governing body who, after a date fixed for 
compliance, fails or refuses to obey an order of the director (Director of Local Government Services), 
under the provisions of this Article, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined 
not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, in 
addition shall forfeit his office.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale in the County 
of Bergen in the State of New Jersey, hereby states that it has complied with N.J.A.C. 5:30-6.5 and does hereby 
submit a certified copy of this resolution and the required affidavit to said Board to show evidence of said 
compliance. 
 
 
24215 Resolution Approving the 2023 Annual Audit Corrective Action Plan 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is in receipt of the Report of Audit for the period ending December 31, 
2023; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale formally accepted said audit on July 16th, 2024; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to develop and obtain Mayor and Council approval of an Audit Corrective Action 
Plan: and 
 
WHEREAS, said plan must be approved and filed within sixty days of formal notice, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, that the 
required Audit Corrective Action Plan, having been prepared and submitted by the Chief Financial Officer, is 
hereby approved and further that said plan document be placed on file and made available for public inspection 
in the Office of the Borough Clerk. 

Corrective Action Plan 
FISCAL YEAR ENDING 12/31/2023 REPORT OF AUDIT 
 
ITEM # 1 (Over-Expenditures of Appropriations)  Due Date:  5/30/24   Status:  Closed 
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ITEM # 2 (Edmunds did not reflect Adopted Budget)  Due Date:  5/30/24  Status:  Closed 
ITEM # 3 (School Tax Levy)    Due Date:  7/30/2024  Status:  Open 
ITEM # 4 (Employee Benefits) *    Due Date:  7/30/2024  Status:  Open 
ITEM # 5 (Fixed Asset Inventory) *   Due Date:  12/31/24  Status:  Open 
ITEM # 6 (Swim Utility Cash Reconciliation) *  Due Date:  7/30/2024  Status:  Open 
ITEM # 7 (Recreation Cash Reconciliation) *  Due Date:  7/30/2024  Status:  Open 
ITEM # 8 (Vendor Management) *   Due Date:  9/30/2024  Status:  Open 
ITEM # 9 (Cash Deposits) *    Due Date:  4/30/2024  Status:  Closed 
ITEM # 10 (Bidding Threshold)    Due Date:  4/30/2024  Status:  Closed 
ITEM # 11 (LOSAP)     Due Date:  4/30/2024  Status:  Closed 
 

* indicates finding unresolved from 2022 Audit. 
 
23-O1  
FINDING: The audit revealed over-expenditures in Appropriations:  

Appropriations Reserve  $500.00 
Current Year Appropriations $17,011.28 
Grants    $38.52 

 
RECOMMENDATION: That internal control be implemented and maintained for procedures over the monitoring of 
expenditures as to require budget transfers and or other adjustments when it appears a line item or reserve is approaching 
over-expenditure. 
 
CAUSE: Edmunds Security settings allowed individuals to over-encumber controls without the approval of or notification 
to the CFO.  Edmunds Budget Controls did not match the State Budget Document.  Grant and Trust accounts were set up 
in Edmunds as Non-Budget accounts which allow for over-expenditures when generating requisitions. 
 
RESOLUTION: Security settings in Edmunds have been reset for all users to disable the ability to over-encumber a control.  
The Edmunds 2024 Budget Import document has been linked to the 2024 State Budget Document.  ALL Edmunds Budget 
Controls have been reviewed to ensure they are in line with the entries on the State Budget Document.  ALL Grant, Trust 
and Capital accounts have been configured in Edmunds as Line-Item Controls which will prevent over-encumbering of 
funds. 
 
RESPONSIBLE:  CFO 
 
DUE DATE:  5/30/2024 
 
STATUS: Complete 
 
23-02  
FINDING: The audit revealed discrepancies between the adopted budget and the Budget Account Status Report  
 
RECOMMENDATION: That internal control be implemented to ascertain that the budget entered in the software financial 
system agrees with the adopted budget. General ledger adjustments must also be reflected in the subsidiary revenue and 
expenditure reports, which should agree with the bank reconciliations. 
 
CAUSE: There was no CFO on staff during the Budget input process. Edmunds was not configured to Post GL entries for 
all transactions.  System was not rolled over correctly from 2022 to 2023. 
 
RESOLUTION: The Edmunds 2024 Budget Import document has been linked to the 2024 State Budget Document.  ALL 
Edmunds Budget Controls have been reviewed to ensure they are in line with the entries on the State Budget Document.  
ALL appropriate adjustments are being posted in subsidiary ledgers. 
 
RESPONSIBLE:  CFO 
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DUE DATE:  5/30/2024 
 
STATUS: COMPLETE 
 
22-03  
FINDING: Audit revealed that the school tax levy was certified incorrectly on Certification and Report on School Taxes 
Form A4. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That the school business administrator be informed of the error in certification of school taxes to 
rectify the error for future certifications. School taxes be paid in accordance with certified levy. Prior year balances should 
be reviewed and canceled if it is determined that a payable does not exist. 
 
CAUSE: School Business Administrator error. 
 
RESOLUTION: Work with Auditor and School Board to determine where error occurred and identify appropriate 
inspection points for future certifications  
 
RESPONSIBLE:  CFO 
 
DUE DATE:  07/30/2024 
 
STATUS: OPEN  
 
*22-04  
FINDING: Examination of employee benefits revealed that two (2) employees had incorrect withholdings for health benefit 
contributions. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That controls over employee benefits be implemented and monitored to ensure that benefits and 
related transactions/calculations are verified on a monthly basis. Health benefit employee listings should be monitored in 
order to verify that changes made in personnel and their health benefits are reflected in a timely manner. 
 
CAUSE: There is no inspection / review process to ensure that changes are captured in the payroll system. 
 
RESOLUTION: Develop procedures that will insure that employee health benefit statements be verified to the payroll 
records and changes in personnel/benefit records be updated in a timely manner. All incorrect calculations will be corrected. 
 
RESPONSIBLE:  Deputy Clerk / Treasurer 
 
DUE DATE:  7/30/2024 
 
STATUS: OPEN  
 
*23-05  
FINDING: The fixed assets inventory was not updated for additions and disposals during the years ended December 31, 
2022 and 2023. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: The fixed assets inventory must be maintained to accurately reflect additions and disposals. 
 
CAUSE: Fixed Asset Inventory Update was scheduled by Admin Clerk with Vendor – cancelled due to DPW & Police dis-
locations and Admin Clerk out on disability. 
 
RESOLUTION: The fixed assets inventory will be rescheduled and maintained to accurately reflect additions and 
disposals. 
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RESPONSIBLE:  Administration 
 
DUE DATE:  12/31/2024 
 
STATUS: OPEN  
 
*23-06  
FINDING: Cash receipts reports per the Swim Pool fee software were not reconciled monthly with the Treasurer’s receipts 
records. Some programs had different fees in the Swim Pool fee software than in the ordinance. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Monthly reports per the Swim Pool fee software be reconciled to the Treasurer’s receipts records 
and the fee schedule should agree with the ordinance. 
 
CAUSE: Community Pass Credit Card Bank deposits were being reconciled to Edmunds.  Edmunds postings were 
reconciled to Bank Statements. No expectation established to reconcile Community Pass Cash/Check reports to Edmunds 
and Cash Deposits. 
 
RESOLUTION: Management will require that monthly reconciliations be completed between the Swim Pool Department 
fee software reports to actual deposits per Treasurer’s records and ensure that the fee schedule agrees with the ordinance. 
Community Pass Fees will be validated against Fee Ordinance at the beginning or each year. Community Pass Fees will be 
validated against Fee Ordinance at the beginning or each year. 
 
RESPONSIBLE:  Pool Director / Treasurer 
 
DUE DATE:  07/30/2024 
 
STATUS: OPEN  
 
 
*23-07  
FINDING: Cash receipts reports per the Recreation fee software were not reconciled monthly with the Treasurer’s receipts 
records. One program had a different fee in the Recreation fee software than in the ordinance. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Monthly reports per the Recreation fee software be reconciled to the Treasurer’s receipts records 
and the fee schedule should agree with the ordinance. 
 
CAUSE: Community Pass Credit Card Bank deposits were being reconciled to Edmunds.  Edmunds postings were 
reconciled to Bank Statements. No expectation established to reconcile Community Pass Cash/Check reports to Edmunds 
and Cash Deposits. 
 
RESOLUTION: Management will require that monthly reconciliations be completed between the Recreation Department 
fee software reports to actual deposits per Treasurer’s records and ensure that the fee schedule agrees with the ordinance.  
Community Pass Fees will be validated against Fee Ordinance at the beginning or each year. 
 
RESPONSIBLE:  Recreation Director / Treasurer 
 
DUE DATE:  07/30/2024 
 
STATUS: OPEN  
 
*23-08  
FINDING: The audit of expenditures revealed the following: IRS Form W-9 (Request for Tax Identification Number), and 
NJ Business Registrations were not on file for several vendors tested. As a result, it was difficult to determine if certain 
vendors required IRS Form 1099 for purchases over $600 
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RECOMMENDATION: That internal controls be implemented and maintained to ensure that proper procurement 
procedures are followed. 
 
CAUSE: Inconsistent implementation of Public Purchasing requirements due to excessive changes in QPA, Administrator, 
CFO and Accounts Payable positions. 
 
RESOLUTION: That internal controls be implemented and maintained to ensure that proper procurement procedures are 
followed.  ALL vendors receiving payment from the Borough in the last five years will that does not have a BRC and W9 
on their Vendor Profile in Edmunds will be contacted.  ANY Vendor without a W9 & BRC where required will be put in 
an In-Active status in Edmunds.  New Vendors will not be created without requisite W9 & BRC. 
 
RESPONSIBLE:  Accounts Payable 
 
DUE DATE:  09/30/2024 
 
STATUS: OPEN  
 
 
*22-09  
FINDING: The audit of cash receipts and deposits: a. It was determined that 2 out of 25 deposits tested were not made 
within 48 hours in accordance with NJ statute 40A:5-15. 3 receipts were not able to trace to the cash receipt reports. b. 
Animal license deposits are not being reconciled to the Board of Health Animal License reports. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That internal controls be implemented and maintained to ensure that deposits are made within 48 
hours of receipt in accordance with NJ Statute 40A:5-15. Animal license receipts should be reconciled to Board of Heath 
Animal License reports. 
 
CAUSE: Non-compliance to Borough procedures for cash deposits. 
 
RESOLUTION: Management will review internal control procedures with all employees that process cash receipts. 
 
RESPONSIBLE:  CFO 
 
DUE DATE:  4/30/2024 
 
STATUS: COMPLETE 
 
22-10  
FINDING: Purchases from five vendors exceeded the bidding threshold in aggregate and were not advertised for bids in 
accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A 40A:11-1 et seq. and N.J.A.C.5:34. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: That expenditures be monitored for compliance with the Local Public Contracts Law. 
 
CAUSE: Lack of awareness on requirement to bid due to aggregate of purchases versus single instance. 
 
RESOLUTION: Management will implement internal control procedures as part of requisition approval process to identify 
when aggregate bids will be required. 
 
RESPONSIBLE:  QPA 
DUE DATE:  4/30/2024 
 
STATUS: COMPLETE 
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23-11 
FINDING: The audit of LOSAP revealed instances of noncompliance with applicable statutes and regulations: a. Pursuant 
to N.J.S.A. 40A:14-191 and N.J.A.C. 5:30-14.10, the emergency service organizations, the volunteer fire department, and 
the volunteer first aide squad, did not timely submit to the sponsoring agency, the Borough, the certified list of volunteer 
members who have qualified for the credit under the LOSAP program for the year 2022. b. The Borough did not timely 
submit the 2022 LOSAP contribution payment to its contractor for deposit into the LOSAP account with Lincoln Financial 
Group. The 2022 award contribution payment was remitted late, paid on November 28, 2023. The certified list for year 2022 
awards was approved on October 3, 2023 and then posted for review for 30 days. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: a. That the emergency service organizations submit timely to the sponsoring agency, a certified 
list of all volunteer members who have qualified for credit under the LOSAP program for the previous year. The required 
certification shall be presented to the sponsor within 30 days of the plan anniversary date. b. That the annual LOSAP 
contribution payments made by the sponsoring agency be timely remitted to the contractor for deposit into the LOSAP 
investment account in the deferred income program. 
 
CAUSE: Non-compliance to Statutory LOSAP requirements due to open CFO position. 
 
RESOLUTION: CFO to implement established LOSAP procedures. 
 
RESPONSIBLE:  CFO 
 
DUE DATE:  4/30/2024 
 
STATUS: COMPLETE 
 
 
Motion Ruocco   Second Lundy 
Ayes: Councilmember Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy, Osso 
Nays: none 
 

OFF-CONSENT: 
24197 Resolution to Authorize a Contract with CivicPlus for Social Media Archiving 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has a need for Social Media Archiving for record compliance; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator has recommended that Civic Plus located at 302 South 4th 
Street, Suite 500 Manhattan, KS 66502 is the most advantageous to the Borough; and   

 
WHEREAS, this contract is being awarded for a one (1) year period August 1, 2024 through July 30, 

2025 at an amount not exceed $4,397.40; and  
 
NOW, THEREFOR, BE IT RESOLVED, that Council of the Borough of Hillsdale authorize the Mayor 

and/or Borough Administrator to sign a contract with Civic Plus located at 302 South 4th Street, Suite 500 
Manhattan, KS 66502 for Social Media Archiving for a one (1) year period August 1, 2024 through July 30, 2025 
at an amount not to exceed $4,397.40. 

 
Councilman Ruocco asked if this was a new facility that we are doing or is this a renewal.  The Borough Clerk 
responded that this is a renewal contract.  We use this company to maintain all our social media files for OPRA 
purposes. 
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Motion Ruocco   Second Osso 
Ayes: Councilmember Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco 
Nays: none 

 
24202 Resolution Authorizing the Signing of an Agreements with Colliers Engineering & Design for 

Professional Engineering Servies in Preparing a Borough Wide Roadway and Pavement 
Management Study  

 
WHEREAS, Colliers Engineering & Design Inc. (hereinafter, “Colliers”) has presented an Agreement to the 
Borough for engineering services for the preparation of a Borough-wide Roadway and Pavement Management 
Study, which will include the evaluation of the Borough Roadways to provide a review of Borough curbs, 
handicap ramps, sidewalks and roadway pavement conditions; and 
 
WHEREAS, the scope of services in the Agreement includes an Evaluation of Roadway Infrastructure and a 
Multi-Year Road Program Report; and 
 
WHEREAS, the fee related to the above referenced service is not to exceed Forty-Two Thousand Five Hundred 
Dollars and no cents ($42,500.00); and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough desires to execute the Agreement and authorize Colliers to perform the service set forth 
above. 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 
Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Mayor and/or Administrator to sign the aforesaid Agreement 
with Colliers and all other appropriate Borough professionals are hereby authorized and directed to take any and 
all steps necessary to effectuate the purposes of said document. 
 
Councilman Ruocco feels this cost is very high for a road survey. A past engineer had done this at some level for 
about $10,000.00.  The BA suggests that we pull this and he will have a discussion with the engineer.  
 
Motion to pull the resolution: Osso   Second Lundy 
Ayes: Council President Escobar, Councilmember Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk 
Nays: none 
 
 
24203 Payment of Bills 
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Councilman Osso pulled this to abstain from bills to be paid to Domani. 
 
Motion Lundy   Second  Escobar 
Ayes: Councilmember Fox, Lundy, Osso*, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar 
Nays: none 
Abstain: *Osso – any bills paid to Domani 
 
While in closed session, the following resolutions were discussed and added for approval by the mayor and 
council. 

 

24216  Resolution Authorizing Purchasing Under a National Cooperative Purchasing Organization, 
Omnia Partners to Provide Goods/Services from an Authorized Vendor – Safeware 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the National Cooperative Purchasing Organization, Omnia 
Partners Cooperative Pricing System and desires to use the Co-Op for the purchase of a Whelen Mass Siren 
Replacement from an authorized vendor, Safeware located at 510 East Park Court Suite #190 Sandston, VA 
23150; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:34-6.2(b)(3), the Borough may by resolution and without advertising for 
bids, purchase any good or service under a national cooperative purchasing agreement; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has determined that the use of the cooperative purchasing agreement shall 
result in cost savings after all factors, including charges for service, material and delivery, have been considered; 
and 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Purchasing Agent is hereby authorized to purchase certain 
goods or services from Safeware through the Omnia Partners Cooperative Pricing System Contract #4400008468 
pursuant to all conditions of the contract through Omnia Partners Cooperative Pricing System; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-
5.5(b), shall either certify the full maximum amount against the budget at the time the contract is awarded, or no 
contract shall be chargeable or certified until such time goods or services are ordered or otherwise called for prior 
to placing the order, and a certification of availability of funds is made by the Chief Financial Officer. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Hillsdale approves the Purchase of one Whelen 
Mass Siren from Safeware located at 510 East Park Court Suite #190 Sandston, VA 23150 at a price not to exceed 
$62,076.25 in accordance with the National Cooperative Purchasing Organization, Omnia Partners Cooperative 
Pricing System, Contract # 4400008468. 

Councilman Fox asked who presented this resolution and the responses was OEM.  Parts were not able to be 
found for the current siren.  The BA added that this was asked for at the beginning of the year through capital and 
the money was approved for this. 

Motion Lundy  Second Escobar 
Ayes: Councilmember Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox 
Nays: none 

 

24217  Resolution Appointing Assigned Detective/Police Officer Matthew Soltes to the Rank of 
Sergeant 

 
WHEREAS, there exists a vacancy in the position of Sergeant in the Hillsdale Police Department; and,  

 
   WHEREAS, the Chief of Police and the Police Committee are recommending the appointment of 
Assigned Detective/Police Officer Matthew Soltes to the rank of Sergeant, (initially to be assigned to the Detective 
Bureau) as he is the most qualified candidate for appointment to said position.   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County 
of Bergen, State of New Jersey that the Borough Council does hereby appoint Assigned Detective/Police Officer 
Matthew Soltes to the position of Sergeant, effective July 16, 2024. Sergeant Soltes shall be compensated in his 
new rank as Detective at the base salary of $152,853.00 and subject to all other benefits, terms and conditions of 
employment applicable under the current PBA Local No. 207 Collective Bargaining Agreement. 

 

Motion Ruocco  Second Lundy 
Ayes: Councilmember Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy 
Nays: none 
 
24218 Recommendation of Hiring Probationary Police Officer Christopher Miller 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale entered a Closed Session at their 
regularly scheduled meeting held on Tuesday, July 16, 2024 to discuss Police Department Staffing for the 
Hillsdale Police Department; and,  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, upon conclusion of the Executive 
Session and return to Open Session, approved the hiring of Christopher Miller contingent upon the passing of all 
necessary background checks; and 
 
   WHEREAS, the Chief of Police and the Borough Administrator has gone through the process of 
applications and interviews to employ the services of a police officer and are recommending the appointment of 



84
Regular Meeting 
July 16, 2024 

 

Christopher Miller to the rank of Probationary Police Officer; and   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County 
of Bergen, State of New Jersey that the Borough Council does hereby appoint Christopher Miller to the position 
of Probationary Police Officer, effective July 16, 2024. Probationary Police Officer Christopher Miller shall be 
compensated in his new rank as Probationary Police Officer at the base salary of $52,459.00 and subject to all 
other benefits, terms and conditions of employment applicable under the current PBA Local No. 207 Collective 
Bargaining Agreement. 
 

Motion Ruocco  Second Escobar 

Councilman Ruocco added that with the addition of two police officers it will grow the police department staff to 
23.   He does not see the justification from going from a staff of 22 to 23. In 2022 council amended the code to 
allow for the expansion of the force from 22 to 23. In 2023 we increased the force from 20 to 22 to address 
increase administrative burden and to protect us from above average sick out periods, and to reinstall an SRO at 
the high school.  The same reasons are being used to go from 22 to 23.  He needs better justification and a 
discussion on this before voting for approval.  

 
Ayes: Councilmember Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy, Osso 
Nays: none 
Abstain: Ruocco  
 
The BA stated to abstain means there is a conflict of interest – it’s a yes no vote. The BA asked if Councilman 
Ruocco has a conflict of interest?  Councilman Ruocco said he does not have a conflict of interest but looked to 
the Borough Attorney for his input.  The Borough Labor Attorney stated that voting to abstain is appropriate when 
there is a conflict of interest but not typically when there is a yes and no vote or abstention.   
Councilman Ruocco is abstaining because he chooses not to vote but does want any doubt that he is voting against 
the person. 
 
 
 
24219 Recommendation of Hiring Probationary Police Officer Gianellys Mena 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale entered a Closed Session at their 
regularly scheduled meeting held on Tuesday, July 16, 2024 to discuss Police Department Staffing for the 
Hillsdale Police Department; and,  
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, upon conclusion of the Executive 
Session and return to Open Session, approved the hiring of Gianellys Mena contingent upon the passing of all 
necessary background checks; and 
 
   WHEREAS, the Chief of Police and the Borough Administrator has gone through the process of 
applications and interviews to employ the services of a police officer and are recommending the appointment of 
Gianellys Mena to the rank of Probationary Police Officer; and   
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County 
of Bergen, State of New Jersey that the Borough Council does hereby appoint Gianellys Mena to the position of 
Probationary Police Officer, effective July 16, 2024. Probationary Police Officer Gianellys Mena shall be 
compensated in her new rank as Probationary Police Officer at the base salary of $52,459.00 and subject to all 
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other benefits, terms and conditions of employment applicable under the current PBA Local No. 207 Collective 
Bargaining Agreement. 
 

Motion Lundy  Second Escobar 

Mayor Sheinfield confirmed that Councilman Ruocco would be voting the same as the previous resolution for the 
same reason that he is against the concept and not the person. 
Ayes: Council President Escobar, Councilmember Fox, Lundy, Osso, Trochimiuk 
Nays: none 
Abstain: Ruocco 
 
24220 Resolution Authorizing the Award of a Contract for a Joint Feasibility Study Regarding 

Ambulance Services 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has determined that there is a need to obtain professional services 
to conduct a joint feasibility study with the Borough of River Vale and the Borough of Old Tappan to assess 
providing joint ambulance services to its all three towns; and, 
 

WHEREAS, the contract to be awarded for the feasibility study does not, by virtue of the cost for the 
contract services, require public advertising for bids under the New Jersey Public Contracts Law, and the contract 
may be awarded by resolution; and   
 

WHEREAS, a proposal was received by MTP Group located at 161 Stanhope Road Sparta, New Jersey 
07871 in the amount of $17,400.00, which will be divided equally amongst each of the three towns for at a rate 
not to exceed $5800.00 per town to evaluate each towns current ambulance services of and to project the cost and 
service level of a future paid per diem service model; and 

 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale 
authorizes the Mayor and or Borough Administrator to enter into a contract with MTP Group as described herein; 
and, 
 

Motion Lundy  Second Escobar 
Ayes: Councilmember Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar 
Nays: none 
 
24221 Resolution Authorizing the Participation in Litigation to Address the Constitutionality and or 

Validity of New Jersey’s Affordable Housing 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Montvale (Bergen County) is coordinating litigation or potential litigation 
to review, challenge and/or declare unconstitutional certain mandates from the State of New Jersey concerning 
the obligations of municipalities relating to affordable housing; and  

 
WHEREAS, affordable housing can be a benefit to every municipality within the State of New Jersey if 

such obligation is shared fairly and proportionately among all municipalities; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Montvale is seeking additional municipalities to join in such litigation in 

order to promote the efficiency and effectiveness of same; and 
 
WHEREAS, participation in such litigation would permit each municipality to benefit from any relief 
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awarded by the Court; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Montvale has provided a preliminary cost estimate for such litigation of Ten 

Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) for each year of 2024 and 2025 for an estimated commitment from each 
participating municipality of Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00); and 

 
WHEREAS, the public interest favors participation in such litigation; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by and Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that the Borough of Hillsdale is hereby authorized to join as a party the 
above referenced litigation and is hereby authorized to contribute $10,000.00 in 2024 and another $10,000.00 in 
2025; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor is authorized to execute such Agreements with Counsel 

to be selected by the Borough of Montvale so as to effectuate participation in such litigation, including but not 
limited to any Retainer Agreement, Confidentiality Agreement, or such other documents as may be necessary to 
effectuate participation in said litigation; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that participation in such litigation shall not be deemed a rejection of 

any currently obligation while such litigation is pending. 
 

Motion Lundy  Second Ruocco 
Ayes: Councilmember Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox 
Nays: none 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: (time limited to 3 minutes any topic-please state your name and town of residence for the 
record) 
Mayor Sheinfield opened the second public comment period.  Seeing no one wishing to address the mayor and 
council he closed this portion of the meeting. 
 

COUNCIL COMMENTARIES: 
Mayor Sheinfield thanked the staff for getting the new website up.  It will enhance the information that the 
Borough provides.  They are still working on this but it exciting to see. 
He spoke with the Rep that is hopefully helping getting us a new cell tower over by the high school.  We are on 
target and should have it in place by 2025. 
The Planning Board will be putting forward an ordinance in the coming months to streamline the process of 
submitting applications to the Planning Board and make it easier. 
 
Councilman Ruocco stated that we added resolutions that were not on the agenda and there was not a full reading 
of those resolutions for the residents. The mayor stated that they will be put out there for the residents.  He would 
like to change his vote on the tree ordinance as he does not oppose the introduction.  He was advised that we 
cannot go back and change votes. 
He stated that the handicap mounts at the end of sidewalks in several locations are in need of replacement and he 
spoke with the BA on this and it is on the list of things that will be done. 
 
Councilmember Fox congratulated Sergeant Soltes on his promotion. 
 
Councilmember Lundy commend both the Ambulance Chief and the Deputy on their presentation and she 
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appreciates all that they have done to move forward. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Motion to adjourn Ruocco  Second  Lundy 

All in favor: Councilmember Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco 

 

 
Denise Kohan, Municipal Clerk  

 
          _____________________________ 

                   APPROVED AS PRESENTED 


