
 

HILLSDALE RECREATION COMMISSION 

380 HILLSDALE AVENUE 

HILLSDALE, NJ 07642 

201-666-4800 X1560 

 

HILLSDALE RECREATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES OF December 7, 2017 

 

Attendance: Debbie Szabo, Dewey Burleson, Jenna Szabo, Andy Puller, Rob Ricco, John 

Corring, Patty Hughes, Josh DeLuca, Anne Cron, John Noone, Tony DeRosa 

 

Guests in attendance: Abby Lundy, Scott Pearlman 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Motion: Accepted by Rob Ricco, seconded by Andy Puller 

 

Chairman Statement 

“Do right and fear not” 

This year we tried to create structure and everyone has done great and remained humble. 

 

Permit Approval 

High School 2nd Annual Walk/Run - Anne motioned, Puller seconded the motion - approved 

 

Rec Director Topics for Presentation/Discussion 

The tree lighting was very successful - everything was over by 8PM 

We had a few left over products - donuts (dunkin donuts gave us munchkins) 

 

Basketball 

Teams are being made - “Pascack Valley Recreation Basketball” 

35 total girls, 2 adult coaches, 2 high school coaches 

 

Grant for senior citizen lunch program 

County decided that they have been doing it wrong - if you get food one year, you cannot get 

food the next year 

We cannot expand the program 

New program - arts and crafts; coloring books, colored pencils (sending them to places) 

Guidance department - internship for High School students 

Exercise - where? When? 

We need to spend money in order to get money back 

 

Next year’s basic budget 

Capital improvements - priority list over a few years 

We have never really put in capital improvements 

 



 

Debbie is added to the Memorial Day Parade Committee 

 

Dewey’s Review 

WIZARD OF REC 

We should put more tasks into subcommittees to get meetings done faster 

 

Flying Monkeys 

Coaching certifications - people are not cooperating 

You cannot run programs in this town if coaches are not certified → will be removed (liability to 

the town, kids and themselves 

“Sue City” - lawsuits 

Patty has been writing letters and sending out forms to people who are not compliant 

It is the responsibility of each sport association director - it is their coaches 

“Is it more impactful for a representative of the Rec Commission to sit in on the different sports 

association meetings?” - DeRosa 

There are still 15 people out of 95 that have no forms or records at all 

Coaches have to prove that they are certified 

Associations should know who is on each field and should update their lists  

 

Lions and Tigers and Bears 

Tribe volunteers - helping seniors with shoveling or technology 

 

Poppy Fields 

Money for fields 

$50 per field reservation whether game or practice; $150 with lights 

Flat fee → need to put in recommendation to the mayor and council 

Money would come to Rec Commission - paid position for the person who schedules everything 

Organizations within the town use the field for free 

Teams sign up and scheduling is supposed to go through community pass (we will see how it 

plays out) 

It could be a problem with the teams’ flexible schedules (travel baseball is on a weekly basis) 

Teams can go into community pass and ask for certain dates/times and we see the whole 

calendar and determine if it’s available OR teams see whole calendar and can see what is 

available 

If someone is paying for the field, it needs to be a groomed field 

 

There’s No Place Like Home 

We need to find a location for a community center 

*Location & funding* 

 

Yellow Brick Road and Land of Oz 

Memorial field renovation 

Trying to capitalize parks on a regular basis 



 

We should put money into memorial field, but we need to come up with numbers  

Grant → make pathway to level the field 

Meeting with bowling and parks committee 

 

It’s Good to be the Wizard 

Dewey gave a little something to everyone 

 

Mr. DeRosa 

Shop Small - Thank yous 

He advocated authority to schedule BOE fields to associations 

The Rec Commission should be signing off permits for sports to use the fields 

 

5 year planning is a very good thing 

We should put money into the parks and everyone agrees - where is the money coming from? 

 

Debbie Szabo motions to close the meeting, seconded by Rob Ricco 

 

Next Meeting, January 11, 2017, 7:00 pm  


