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                                                                                                                         Regular Meeting 

                                                                                                                       March 10, 2020 

 

Minutes of Council Meeting of the Borough of Hillsdale held at 7:30PM on Tuesday, March 10, 2020 

 

 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT:   

This is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 10th day of March 2020.  Notice of the time and place 

of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Record; a copy was posted on the bulletin 

board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested parties. 

Please notify the Municipal Clerk for any disability requirements necessary for attendance at Mayor and Council 

meetings.  The fire exits are located through the double doors to your left.  Please silence all cell phones. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

Council Members DeRosa, Escobar, Lundy, Pizzella, Trochimiuk, Mayor Ruocco, (Borough Attorney Mark 

Madiao, BA Christopher Tietjen, Borough Clerk Denise Kohan) 

 

 

PROMOTIONS/PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS -   

 

 

PRESENTATIONS: 

 

 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT (Time limited, new topics only, one topic per speaker): 

 

Dennis Cesa, 40 Chestnut Street, Hillsdale 

The new topic I want to address is the engineers report that’s part of the minutes of today’s meeting and just 

want some clarification if you could under the subhead 2 Chestnut Street.  To allay concerns by habitat to 

require both variances and appearances before the planning board we suggest the borough vacate a portion of 

the public right away to increase the boroughs lot size to be consistent with the land use ordinance for 30% floor 

area ratio and 30% impervious coverage. Can you help us understand that, what particular area they are 

planning on giving up?  

Mark Madaio, Borough Attorney explained there were two principle concerns by residents.  One, that the 

property is undersized and two, fear that the road could go through. He explained that the engineer proposes to 

vacate the street in front of the residence. A portion would then render it so the road could never go through. 

Also the concern with lot being undersized would be alleviated as portion of the road would be added to the lot. 

Kevin Cuffe 5 Large Avenue Hillsdale, Nicole Iganamorte River Vale , Griffin O’Hea 128 Dwight Avenue 

Hillsdale, Alexis Campanella 694 Edward Street River Vale, Mikayla Piccolini  332 Liberty Avenue Hillsdale 

Griffin O’Hea-So we are all part of the environmental club and we came to this meeting today to try to reduce 

plastic bag use and singles plastic in general and we feel like an effective step in that is banning plastic bag use 

in Hillsdale. Plastic bags, 160,000 plastic bags are used every second worldwide and these plastic bags are used 

on average for twelve minutes. Additionally, these bags take over 100 years to decompose and specifically in 

New Jersey We live on a coastal state. These bags tend to end up in oceans or large bodies of water and it can 

affect marine life and ecosystems that way. So just so you guys are aware, Ridgewood has already taken up the 

initiative as well as Paramus and New York State, as I know you know Paramus has the mall and everything so 

I think if they could kind of set a precedent and follow this themselves even with a mall like that than I mean I 

consider ours a progressive town so I think we could definitely follow along and take the initiative that they did. 

The state had a law back in December, unfortunately there’s a lot of issues over plastic and paper and that’s 

where they fell through. So in January when we saw that the law fell through, unfortunately now were left with 

nothing and so it looks like communities now are doing it individually, Paramus, Glen Rock, Ridgewood, even 

Chatham, Madison you know the list is pretty long. Hoboken, Jersey City, the issue is whether towns charge for 

paper bags or don’t charge for paper bags we just feel that that’s, we don’t even need to charge for paper bags 

but the convenience of a paper bag we understand we would like to force people to start bringing reusable bags 
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by not providing so much plastic so we were just curious if that’s something that Hillsdale as you know for the 

environment it’s not something we could do. 

Mayor Ruocco – I’m sorry I didn’t mean to interrupt, if you have more comments. The bill that was defeated or 

put to rest which has been reintroduced in the senate I believe I’m not sure its passed, I don’t think it has come 

for a vote 

Mikayla Piccolini – I saw that article today, unfortunately we feel he politicians are just going to run this into 

the ground and now we have the students that feel really passionate about it and hopefully as a town 

Mayor Ruocco stated that there’s a great deal of passion about the issue. But I can’t forecast what the legislature 

will do. Personally I don’t  want to support a piece of unilateral legislation to that effect in the town because I 

think it would handicap our local merchants when towns around us don’t have such restrictions and I don’t 

know exactly how many towns around us have passed this and if you say Paramus, I’ll take that as the truth. I 

don’t how many other towns, like Washington Township, River Vale, Old Tappan have done that and I think 

we as a group of the governing body felt it would be better to  see what the state does and we saw what the state 

didn’t do last year. I think it is a matter of concern it would be up to the governing body as to whether they want 

to ask our Borough Attorney to start drafting up legislation for us to consider.  We would have to discuss this 

internally to see if there is any support for that if you’re just going to do this with just Hillsdale 

Mikayla Piccolini asked the Mayor if he is concerned it would affect business and people wouldn’t shop 

because of this? 

The Mayor responded that is exactly right, the other aspect would be how to administer it locally. It’s a little bit 

of a burden on us and given what we are seeing now among us you know with the virus, business is down to 

begin with, may not be the best of times to do it on the local basis. So I’m keeping my fingers crossed, I like the 

idea of banning the plastic bags. I know New York State has considered it, , New York City has even done it. 

Paramus, probably because of the size of the businesses there they probably felt it was an important thing to do. 

In the effort of time I just tell you that governing body will consider it. I think maybe Councilman Pizzella can 

discuss it with the Environmental Commission and they can come back with some specific recommendations if 

they believe that legislation is worthwhile to pursue. If so, then Councilman Pizzella will ask our attorney to 

start drafting up something and we can take it from there. 

Councilman Pizzella asked for some contact information, he could let you know when the environmental 

commission meets. They meet the third Monday of the month and I’ll let them know that you’ll come to their 

next meeting and you’ll tell them similar story. I am for banning plastic bags and I believe they are as well. I 

think we just have to think it through how we’re going to handle it, we have to give merchants time as well 

Mikayla Piccolini said luckily, we just have so many models around us that are doing it so I don’t know if 

anyone has any connections to Ridgewood for an answer. Now all over the state, so like Shop Rite they had to 

figure out how to do it could communicate with the Shop Rite in Nanuet or something. Now that everybody is 

doing it they sort of have a model somewhere 

Councilwoman Trochimiuk added that she just wanted to say I agree with Councilman Pizzella. I would also be 

in favor of at least having a conversation about this subject and how we could go about implementing this 

obviously phasing it in, it’s not something in a day but I would certainly say wewould welcome the 

conversation so I agree with what you said and best bet would be to go to this environmental committee 

meeting. Keep it going, keep the ball rolling 

Councilman Pizzella replied to have everyone email him everyone’s contact information and I’ll email you for 

the next meeting. Thank you very much 

Billy Haffler DPW Superintendent added that as a recycling coordinator for the Borough of Hillsdale I really 

like what you guys are saying. I think there’s a bigger issue and as you guys are the youth of America and the 

next generation that you guys could think a little bit more than just banning plastic. Instead of the mind that 

everybody is doing it, let’s not just follow everybody, let’s come up with a bigger and better idea, think about it 

and let’s talk about it. I completely welcome a meeting with you guys. I would love to get involved with it. I 

will meet you outside and give you my contact information. I just think there is more we can do then just 

banning.  
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Mike Hobner, 98 Plymouth Road 

I have been in contact with Suez regarding lead in water situation. I cannot get a straight answer out of them. 

They are trying to get them to opt in or opt out of replacing the whole line to the house.  We bought the house a 

year ago and there were no issues.  Has anyone talked to them, has no one talked to them from the town. 

Mayor Ruocco – We called for a meeting with Suez, they met with us in this room several months ago. What I 

would recommend you do is go to the Suez website, there’s a spot there when you can enter your address to 

check whether the main line in the street has been identified as a problem. 

Mike Hobner- We had our water tested, my line is lead, most lines going into your house. Before 1986 most 

lines are lead. The pipe from the street to his house is lead and the testing of the water has come back to show 

high levels of lead in water. Their connection is brass. Suez said they would not change the gooseneck to copper 

unless he changes the lead pipe to his house.  

Mayor Ruocco advised it is home owners responsibility for that portion of the pipe from street main line  to 

house.  

Christopher Statile, Borough Engineer explained that in order to change the gooseneck the homeowner needs to 

change their lead pipe to softer pipe or won’t fit. He explained you could have lead in water if goose neck is 

lead. Mayor questioned homeowner if he knows whether only the gooseneck is lead  or the whole pipe from 

street to house is. Homeowner was not sure. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

 

 

PROFESSIONALS REPORT/MONTHLY DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 

(The following correspondence on file in Borough Clerks Office) 

 

Borough Engineer Report – February 2020             Christopher Statile 

 

Borough Engineer Statile stated that Public Service has a 1.6 billion budget to replace gas mains in NJ. They are 

replacing 875 miles of gas lines. Hillsdale is in that program and about a third of our streets will be upgraded 

with new gas mains. They are going from cast iron bare steel to plastic pipe. We are going to have to integrate 

our road program to align with public service. We have a DOT grant for Hillsdale Avenue at the eastern end. 

We met with public service and told them they need to get done ahead of us because we don't want to sacrifice 

the grant. So what they're going to do is they're going to advance their work to get out of our way for this year’s 

road program. Going forward, though we're going to have to watch where they are. They're going to be working 

through the next two to three years they will be mostly working in eastern part of town. 

Generally, it is going to be a single trench and all new house services cut into the house as well. Public Services 

agreed to do what they have done with them in the past with the utility companies, get them to give me the 

money that they were going to spend on milling and paving, we take that money and put it into our road 

program, we get a better price shaken out of it. We do a little better than they do actually with the money and 

that’s why I collect it from them and they are willing do that with us. We’ll have the trenches settlement for a 

period of time for that so we don’t have problems with settle up later on.  That’s sort of the deal we can work 

out with public service later on.. I’m just letting you know this because the residents going to see public service 

all over town. It’s going to be very very intense.  We just got done with River Vale doing the northeast corner of 

River Vale. It lasted probably six months with excavation engine trucks etc. like that  

Mayor Ruocco asked if it's just the western part of town is going to get done this year.  

Christ Statile - No, just a couple of streets on the road program are gone get down right now for us.  Next year 

they're going to really start the program. 

Chris Statile said we don't have that schedule yet. Those these parts are called planning and design. They don’t 

have the project ready to deploy. They’re just giving us the heads up So we pushed them to get ahead of us on 

this years road program so I pushed them so they Out of my way so I can pave the streets. So road program will 

probably not start to July or August. I told them I want to be ready to pave by August when it’s hot and quiet. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Engineer_March_5_2020_1st_page.pdf
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Mayor Ruocco said so the bottom line here is that within the next three to four years at least one third of the 

roads in Hillsdale will be ripped up. 

Yes and resurface thereafter. One thing residents need understand is that some of the streets will have  new  

mains put in. We just got done paving a few years ago, so any roads under five years old. We consider like 

moratoriums, they're going to pay us, or pay curb to curb, and an older than that they just do their half. Either 

way, they would contribute money to us for our road program.  This is fine and we have a little better control 

that way. So, yes, if the street just got paved two years ago and public service put a trench down it it's getting 

milled and resurfaced. It's going back to being new when it’s done. They’re not patching anything, nothing is 

getting patched.. Everything is going to be resurfaced at the end of the three-year period. So you’re going to get 

about a third of the streets redone here. So we really want to integrate our road program with gas companies 

work when we can. We follow up behind them all the time and that will work out fine. 

Councilman DeRosa said you didn't say the lines from the street to the homes right, it's just the lines in the 

streets.  

Right. What they do is they will actually thread a pipe through an existing line. They put plastic in your lining 

connected to the main. So you wouldn’t see any trenches going from the street to your house, that's all going to 

be done underground 

But they have to come into each home to make the connection? 

Yes, that's another thing as well, any internal gas meters are going to be put outside now. So, you won’t have in 

your basement anymore. They are going to have to work with each and every single resident. If you can’t be 

there during the week, they'll do it on Saturdays for you. So it's a long process. And I think, I believe, the new 

meters are going to be smart meters where they are probably automatically read. You know no more gas man 

reading the meters. So that's, that's the difficult process because they have to get in each house take out the gas 

meter do the piping adjustments and put the meter on the outside wall. They are also going to be putting in, in 

addition to this, like a safety shut off switch. So, if somebody happens to rip up a gas main in the street and the 

gas is escaping, it will shut off the line, and the line will get blocked off so there's no broken gas line running 

for hours and hours till they get to it with their trucks. That’s kind of an improvement they are putting in with 

these. What you're doing is they're raising your gas pressure, you're going to have a higher gas pressure in the 

street now that is to keep water out of the line. That’s really the whole nexus of what they’re doing and that 

raised gas pressure means you've got to fix the meter in your house because  your meter steps the gas pressure 

down. So, it means it needs be adjusted for the new gas pressure as well and that's why they're putting in the 

shut switch because the higher pressure means, if there's an accident there’s a higher rate of escaping the gas,  

DeRosa asked how long for that process? 

Two to three years. As I said River Vale just got done it's been over six months. Digging up and making 

connections its very intensive. But that’s what they doing statewide, they got the money states approved it and 

that’s why they doing it. So, I’m just letting everyone know its a little disruptive. It moves slowly I think they 

are doing it themselves. So that's the first part of the story. That's Public Service gas. Now we talk about the 

electric lines over at electric. We had had originally suggested as I told you suggested that they run their new 

electric lines from Dumont, up NJ transit right away, rather than zig zagging up our streets. And make 

investigation into that. And then they walked us through that last week of why they can't do that process with 

too many other conflicting wires that already exist it means they got to go higher with their poles, there is a line 

on Hillsdale Ave they go to jump over, those poles become 90 feet for clearance requirements, and  it becomes 

very unyielding what they end up doing; so they prefer going back to the way they originally had it going up 

Kinderkamack Road, and then making left down Piermont Avenue. Up, Kinderkamack, Lawrence, up Magnolia 

and then going down Piermont Avenue to the substation. With that we suggested that then the last block from 

Broadway direct to the dead end. That’s going to become a new street when you're done, public service is going 

to pay for all new curbs and sidewalks, as well as new landscaping. Basically, we're asking for a lot  and they’ve 

agreed to it. And they are going to  landscape the end of it to take from the industrial side as well.  

The Mayor asked if this would be the section of the street from Broadway west to the tracks. 

Statile answered correct, because that is getting hit. They are taking some big trees down. They are going to 

compensate for those trees. 



 

5 
 Regular Meeting  

March 10, 2020 

Councilman Pizzella asked how are they going to do that? 

They will either plant or pay, whatever you want to do and they'll give us lots of trees.  They understand how 

Hillsdale is sensitive and the mayor has written the state about this, so they're very very keen to Hillsdale right 

now so whatever the mayor wants I guarantee mayor can get trees. Councilwoman Trochimiuk said so you're 

speaking specifically about  Piermont Ave that goes from Broadway to the railroad tracks. 

Statile: That section is going to be rebuilt because it’s in bad shape. They are going to be setting in new poles as 

well, adjusting as the curbs and sidewalks get higher, these poles are big. Anything else along say as go up 

Magnolia Avenue any other trees they are going to take out they are re going to compensate the town at least 

two to one or more. we want more trees, they’ll give us more trees, there's actually no problem getting Hillsdale 

more trees, because we've made such a fuss about this because we are the host community for the substation. 

So, if there's any means in town. Billy has been doing a lot of a tree removals they’ll pay for the tree removals  

Councilman Trochimiuk asked when is this happening? 

Chris Statile replied that this is going to be happening soon. They’ve already cut the trees down on Pascack 

Road, and working their way down Hillsdale Ave. That’s the other route from Paramus. There are two routes, 

one from Paramus coming into to town. Dumont from the East and Paramus from the west and this is the route 

from the east which has been a problem for us. Anything chopped down will get replacement trees 

Councilman Pizzella said that he understands that these utilities, like the gentleman before was talking about 

Suez and the water, we are all in that same boat. You know they just seem to be able to do whatever they want. 

But they don't give us any, any notice or anything right plan. So can we have a plan that tells us what is going 

on? 

Statile: Yes, even we met with public service over the last few months, it’s in my reports. I have been trying to 

update  the Council on this. 

Pizzella:I mean do they tell us what streets where the trees that they're going to take down and how many they 

are going to take down 

Chris Statile replied no. 

Councilman Pizzella asked that shouldn't we inform the residents on the streets that they're going to come and 

chop down those trees? 

Chris Statile said that it is up to Mayor and council to make that decision.   

Councilwoman Trochimiuk asked the Borough Engineer if he was the point person on this project. I'm sure 

there's a plan and it's all worked out but I mean who's like keeping in touch with them. Who is telling them, you 

need to put 12 trees here or three trees there or you took this tree down and these residents who live there say I 

want three little trees like how do we have this conversation? 

Statile said that's between myself and Public Service because public service has known me for many years. The 

mayor and I wrote about the fact, where the host community, So, we should get a little consideration, while 

other towns, they got electricity. You know Hillsdale’s got all the overhead wires and  the substation, so why 

not ask for some consideration?. So, I think, 

Mayor Ruocco stated to the Borough Engineer that he left a very important person out of that equation, which is 

the Borough Administrator. 

Statile stated he was sorry but the fact that the mayor jumped past everybody in the PSEG organization, right to 

the BPU  caught their attention. So, I can tell you that if we need 500 trees, let's get them up there in Hillsdale 

so whatever the town needs to mitigate all this work will be acceptable. That's why they're doing that. 

Councilman Trochimiuk replies that’s fine and I guess I can talk to the mayor about it. I know that like Frank 

(pizzella) said how are like residents that are affected. I know that we were on the street when they came to cut 

down trees and they were stopped by Zoltan because it was on our block so now they're just going to show up 

again and continue to cut whatever trees they decide, but we should be informed, not just our block, but the 

whole town.  
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Chris Statile replied that he can do some sort of an assessment of what you need. 

The Mayor said once the utility, and an engineer get closer to converging what's going to happen and when, I 

think the Borough Administrator and myself and the engineer would probably put out a town notice to alert 

people. This seems to be the most direct way to inform the residents. By virtue of hearing this conversation now 

the residents of Piermont and Magnolia seem to be the affected streets.  

Chris Statile replied that its been in the works for quite a while. You read my reports and I have tracked this 

soon as I knew about it. I told the Council over year now it's coming, it's coming, their upgrading the substation 

now they want to bring the wires into the substation. They are public utility and the Mayor did try going to the 

top and I think that was important because it shook Public Service. We do need a way of getting residents in on 

it. Some residents don’t want trees.  They don’t want to have to rake leaves.  

Mayor Ruocco said some people want the trees. And if I remember at the meeting we had a few days ago, 

PSE&G said the residents will be able to pick the trees there'll be a variety of trees that was a concern I had. 

Sometimes the choice of trees, ends up in 20 years to be a big mistake. They didn't want any trees that go 

beyond 30 feet in height. 

Councilman Pizzella asked if the wires are just going to be on this Piermont section? 

Chris Statile said the wires are coming up Kinderkamack Rd, making left on Lawrence, making a right up 

Magnolia making a left on Piermont and going right to the substation. The reason they do all this is because 

some problems are when they make their turns. They've got to pull these wires back and the pole is pulled back 

and that was issue coming up the tracks trying to make the turns having them set on the pole behind, these poles 

are very tall. They're going to be replacing existing poles that are there.   The old pole comes out and gets wired 

up on top.  

Councilman Pizzella asked if it is it this groups intention to utilize the environmental commission or is this 

something that you're not going to utilize them for?  They're going to want to know.  They are very 

knowledgeable about the different trees we have and what we should put in certain areas. 

Mayor Ruocco said he will never refuse comments from  the Environmental Commission but I'm not going to 

try to pretend that the Environmental Commission has much leverage over this project, that’s my understanding. 

PSE&G said that they would consult their own arborist to make the right, make the suggestions as to what trees 

would be offered to residents.  

Statile: If you want them to come in when you have a commission meeting some night I’ll tell PSE&G and I’ll 

have them come in and sit down with you. This way if it’s your normal meeting they’ll come in with their staff 

and their community relations people. You should put it out that way. And they’ll bring their tree expert. They 

have their own experts of the trees. There is, I’ll tell you this now, another line, a third line, coming in as well 

coming up Yesler Way, through Glenbrook Park section, across bridge and up Patterson Street, that’s down the 

road a few years bringing third line in. 

Councilman Pizzella asked if we aware they were going to bring in all these lines and everything? 

Chris Statile said not at the planning board level. It was a concern with that and then we started talking about 

this a year ago about having to feed all this stuff. 

Councilman Pizzella said he understands that but you know why does Hillsdale still have the brunt of it.   I 

mean I understand that they are putting the substation there but then they are going to out wires throughout the 

whole town, it’s going to look bad.. I mean, don’t we have any say in what these people do before they do it? 

Chris Statile said they do, you got a response back from commissioner 

Mayor Ruocco said we have some  say. We don’t have a lot of leverage. This is going to be; this is endorsed by 

the state. The utilities have to comply with the State’s overall backup plan. It’s just a question of how they do it 

and when they’re doing it.  

Chris Statile said remember there is a potential of a third line coming up the middle. This is in planning. 
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Councilman Pizzella said they will be ripping up all the streets. Why don’t they put the wires under the street so 

we don’t have to stare at them? 

 Chris said we suggested that. 

Councilman Pizzella – They can’t do that either? 

Chris Statile said it’s all before the planning board, that was brought up about connection wires to the 

substation. I was trying to make sure the board stayed on top of the substation. Once the public utility goes 

between communities the board has no jurisdiction. So once you talk about wires coming out of substation and 

going down to Paramus and Dumont the board can kiss the application goodbye. I tried to tell the board nicely, 

let’s stick to the site plan. Public Service is kind enough to come here for that. Let’s try to get over the mark 

with that. The wires are coming no matter what, but you don’t want to link that to the application because we 

would have lost jurisdiction. They are going to provide with the substation certain amenities. We have a 

committee meeting here, they’re going to put a fence around the facility, landscaping. I think more trees are 

going to be provided as well. So it really was a big meeting with the board. 

Mayor Ruocco asked if it is it fair to say that the poles that are coming are not additional poles, they are 

replacement poles for the poles that are already there? 

Chris Statile said that’s right. 

Mayor Ruocco – You won’t see more poles but you will see taller  poles? 

Councilwoman Trochimiuk asked if the polls are wooden or metal? 

Chris Statile replied wooden. 

Mayor Ruocco said you just have to remember our substation is a node in a much wider  network and they are 

trying to allow not only for power to come into our node, but for outgoing power. If our nodes, for whatever 

reason can’t produce or goes down but it is also to provide power from our node if Dumont of one of these other 

towns go down. 

Chris Statile said the mayor did write the state about our community and we should be compensated. 

Councilwoman Trochimiuk said it seems that there’s no question, I mean, there’s no stopping this which is ok, 

let’s just say, but I think we then are focusing on what can we get to mitigate, like what is Hillsdale going to get 

out of this? 

Councliwoman Lundy asked the Borough Engineer about the Centennial field methane testing that’s been 

reduced, I thought it was always quarterly? 

Chris Statile said it’s going to remain quarterly 

What is the difference  then? It is the testing as opposed to being reported? 

Chris Statile said it was self-reporting and actually they have made the magnitude of the test come down by 

two-thirds. I got a cost proposal I believe that it was seventy-eight thousand versus now twenty-one thousand. 

That’s come down and that’s quarterly we just report ourselves.  

Mayor Ruocco added that unless we have high levels we don’t have to notify the state and we haven’t had that 

problem except one time. And concerning the reduction in the water quality sampling from semiannual to 

annually---Can you assure us that the reduction won’t take place until you have something in hand authorizing 

that reduction? 

Chris Statile replied correct. We are going to be changing our closure permit. On the solid waste side, they want 

to make an inspection. Billy got couple of pipes put in. Now that we have the pipes in, we’re going to invite 

them up to make another final inspection. Air quality tells me shut down a lot of the systems.  At least we have 

them in place where unlike the solid waste permits, that those systems no longer needed particularly in the 

building itself. Even the walls, we can shut those off as well. It’s all been allowed but the air quality side as they 

come up make the final inspection. We changed the permit to allow us to go to annual water testing and I want 
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to maintain the east embankment as naturalized, no more grass cutting, no more stupidity. Let’s use some 

science here. 

Mayor Ruocco said that’s fine. I just want to make sure we don’t overstep our bounds and run afoul of their 

rules. 

Chris Statile said we can’t, until the permit is modified. That is going to take six months. The air quality permits 

have been done. That’s been modified. All set with that. There you have it. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

DPW Superintendent Billy Haffler – I apologize. I didn’t’ get my report out. To make everybody feel good over 

on Piermont Avenue I think is going to be very good thing. Those three trees we’re speaking of, public service 

is going to remove and replace, they are declining so unfortunately, they will be having to come down in the 

near future anyway. If that makes anybody feel better and I think that the road in the end will look very nice. 

We are out there getting the ball fields ready and although we didn’t get Memorial completely regraded, rebuilt 

and beautified for our opening day, I think my staff  did a wonderful job getting it ready. With the additional 

equipment that you guys allowed me to purchase and funded, made a huge difference in getting the fields ready. 

So, we have a little bit of clean up left to do there and it’ll be ready to go. I had a kickoff meeting with the 

landscaper today on the telephone on my way home from my recycling class. He’s going to be coming in next 

week to start the cleanups, we’re going to start at Memorial and then the swim club because the swim club is 

opening second week of April, I can’t believe it. That’s pretty much it 

Councilman DeRosa asked if it is the same landscaper as last year? 

Superintendent William Haffler  replied that yes, this is the last year for him yes. He’s as happy as we are. 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

1. Letter received from the Friends of the Pascack Brook requesting to use the Police Booth and Veterans 

Park for their Annual Kids Fishing Contest on April 18, 2020. 

 

Motion to Approve, receipt and file Councilman Escobar, Second Councilwoman Lundy 

All in favor  

PUBLIC COMMENT – 

Seeing no one, Mayor Ruocco closed that portion of the meeting to the public. 

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): R20065 through R20071: 

R20065 Payment of Bills 

 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/doc00933020200305142449.pdf
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R20066 Resolution Appointing Class III Special Law Enforcement Officer to the Hillsdale Police 

Department for the 2020 School Year 

 

WHEREAS, On July 12, 2017 the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale adopted an Ordinance 

Amending and Supplementing Chapter 63 of the Borough Code to revise the Table of Organization of the Police 

Department to add the position of Class III Special Law Enforcement Officer; and 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20066.pdf
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WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of appointing Gary Blumenthal as a Class III Officer for the 2020 school 

year; and 

WHEREAS, Gary Blumenthal is desirous of accepting the position; and 

WHEREAS, all funding is subject to reimbursement from the Hillsdale Board of Education; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey, that Gary Blumenthal, is hereby appointed as Class III Officers of the Hillsdale Police Department 

at an hourly salary of $33.00/hr, starting approximately March 15, 2020 covering the 2020 school year. 

 

 

R20067 Resolution Authorizing the Use of Competitive Contracting for the Selection of Professional 

and/or other Services 

 

WHEREAS, PL 1999 c440 amended the Local Public Contracts Law and created a new category of contracting 

called Competitive Contracting; and  

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.3(a) requires that in order to initiate competitive contracting, the governing 

body shall pass a resolution authorizing the use of competitive contracting each time specialized goods and 

services enumerated in 40A-4.1 are desired to be contracted; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-4.3(b) requires that the competitive contracting process shall be administered by 

a purchasing agent qualified pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-9, or by legal counsel of the contracting unit, or by an 

administrator of the contracting unit. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Administrator be and is hereby authorized to 

initiate competitive contracting for the Professional and Other Services listed: 

• The operation, management, administration of data processing services  

• Maintenance, custodial, and groundskeeping services  

• Consulting services  

• Grant Writing Services  

 

 

R20068 Resolution Approving the Terms and General Release and Authorizing the Mayor and Borough 

Administrator to Sign Settlement Agreement 

 

WHEREAS, employee #421 (“Employee”) was previously employed by the Borough of Hillsdale (“Borough” 

or “Hillsdale”), in the Department of Public Works; and 

WHEREAS, Certain employment-related issues arose between the Borough and the Employee; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough and the Employee wish to resolve any and all such employment-related issues, and 

have entered into settlement discussions with respect thereto; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to memorialize its approval of the settlement negotiated between the parties, 

as set forth in certain Agreement and General Release heretofore executed by Employee, the terms of which are 

incorporated by reference herein; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey that the terms of the Agreement and General Release be and hereby are approved; 

and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, the Borough Administrator, the Chief Financial Officer and the 

Labor Attorney are authorized to sign and/or effectuate the Agreement and General Release between the Borough 

of Hillsdale and Employee #421. 

 

R20069 Resolution Accepting the Proposal by PK Environmental for a Preliminary Assessment/Phase 1 

ESA of the Property Located at Block 1111, Lot 5 (19 Glendale Avenue) in the Borough of 

Hillsdale 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20067.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20068a.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20069d.pdf
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WHEREAS, PK Environmental submitted a Proposal for preparation of a Preliminary Assessment/Phase 1 ESA 

in compliance with the NJDEP standards and the NJDEP Green Acres requirements for Block 1111 Lot 5, 19 

Glendale Drive, and  

WHEREAS, the Borough would like to retain the services of PK Environmental of 205 Main Street, Chatham, 

NJ 07928, for preparation of a Preliminary Assessment/Phase 1 ESA in compliance with the NJDEP standards 

and the NJDEP Green Acres requirements; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough desires to hire PK Environmental for this project in accordance with said proposal for 

a fee not to exceed $4,000.00; and 

WHEREAS, it is of the understanding that this property will be acquired with NJDEP Blue Acres Funding; and  

WHEREAS, this contract is being awarded to the Corporation based on the merits and abilities of the Corporation 

to provide the services as described herein. This contract was not awarded through a “Fair and Open Process” 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44a-20.4 et seq.  As such, the undersigned does hereby attest that the Attorney, its 

subsidiaries, assigns or principals controlling in excess of 10% of the company has neither made a contribution 

that is reportable pursuant to the Election Law Enforcement Commission pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-8 or 

19:44A-16, in the one (1) year period preceding the award of the contract that would, pursuant to P.L. 2004, c.19, 

affect its eligibility to perform this contract, nor will it make a reportable contribution during the term of the 

contract to any political party committee in the municipality if a member of that political party is serving in an 

elective public office of that municipality when the contract is awarded, or to any candidate committee of any 

person serving in an elective public office of that municipality when the contract is awarded; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey, that the Mayor and/or Borough Administrator is hereby authorized to sign the contract documents 

with PK Environmental, and all other appropriate Borough professionals are hereby authorized and directed to 

take any and all steps necessary to effectuate the purposes of said proposal. 

 

R20070 Resolution Accepting the Proposal by Mark Martins Engineering, LLC for Land Surveying 

Services for the Property Located at Block 1111, Lot 5 (19 Glendale Avenue) Borough of 

Hillsdale 

 

WHEREAS, Mark Martins Engineering, LLC submitted a Proposal for preparation of a property survey for Block 

1111 Lot 5, 19 Glendale Drive, in accordance with NJDEP Green Acres Scope of Survey Services and Standard 

Detail Requirements; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough would like to retain the services of Mark Martins Engineering, LLC of 55 Walnut 

Street, Suite 201 Norwood, NJ 07648, to prepare a property survey in accordance with NJDEP Green Acres Scope 

of Survey Services and Standard Detail Requirements; and  

 WHEREAS, the Borough desires to hire Mark Martins Engineering, LLC for this project in accordance with 

said proposal for a fee not to exceed $5,000.00; and  

WHEREAS, this contract is being awarded to the Corporation based on the merits and abilities of the Corporation 

to provide the services as described herein. This contract was not awarded through a “Fair and Open Process” 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44a-20.4 et seq.  As such, the undersigned does hereby attest that the Attorney, its 

subsidiaries, assigns or principals controlling in excess of 10% of the company has neither made a contribution 

that is reportable pursuant to the Election Law Enforcement Commission pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-8 or 

19:44A-16, in the one (1) year period preceding the award of the contract that would, pursuant to P.L. 2004, c.19, 

affect its eligibility to perform this contract, nor will it make a reportable contribution during the term of the 

contract to any political party committee in the municipality if a member of that political party is serving in an 

elective public office of that municipality when the contract is awarded, or to any candidate committee of any 

person serving in an elective public office of that municipality when the contract is awarded; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey, that the Mayor and/or Borough Administrator is hereby authorized to sign the contract documents 

with Mark Martins Engineering, LLC, and all other appropriate Borough professionals are hereby authorized and 

directed to take any and all steps necessary to effectuate the purposes of said proposal. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20070B.pdf
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R20071 Resolution Authorizing the Return of Unused Escrow to 68 E Liberty LLC for Block 402 Lot 14 

(105 Winthrop Road) 

 

WHEREAS, 68 E Liberty LLC deposited funds with the Borough of Hillsdale in connection with the property 

located at 105 Winthrop Road in Hillsdale, NJ 07642, Project 68E0050002; and 

WHEREAS, a request was made 68 E Liberty LLC to have any unused escrow funds be returned; and 

WHEREAS, it was reported by the Finance Department that a balance does remain in the 2020 General Trust 

Escrow Account and funds may be refunded to 68 E Liberty LLC; and 

WHEREAS, Christopher Statile, P.A., Borough Engineer, has reported that the all inspections have been made 

on the subject property; and all escrows can be released, less $200.00; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, that the funds 

on deposit for 68 E Liberty LLC in the 2020 General Trust Account in connection with the property located at 

105 Winthrop Road, Hillsdale, NJ 07642; be and hereby are ordered released/refunded by the Borough. 

Motion Councilman Pizzella   Second Councilman DeRosa 

All in favor  

 

OFF-CONSENT: 

R20072 Emergency Temporary Budget Appropriations for 2020 

 

WHEREAS, an emergency has arisen with respect to the amounts allocated in the 2020 Temporary Operating 

Budget and/or the 2020 Temporary Stonybrook Operating Budget other expenses due to the permanent budget not 

yet being adopted, and the 2020 temporary appropriations are inadequate to provide for these expenses for the 

aforesaid reason, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 provides for the creation of emergency temporary appropriations, and 

WHEREAS, the total emergency temporary resolutions adopted in the year 2020 pursuant to the provision of 

N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 including this resolution total $788,262.00 in the Current Fund and $305.00 in Stonybrook Swim 

Club Funds; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by Council of the Borough of Hillsdale (not less than two-thirds of 

the members thereof affirmatively concurring) that in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20, emergency temporary 

appropriations are hereby made for the following line items in the listed amount: 

 

        TEMPORARY BUDGET 

MUNICIPAL OPERATIONS 

 

 

2020 SALARIES   OTHER     

APPROPRIATIONS AND WAGES   EXPENSES    TOTAL 

            

CURRENT FUND           

      
Mayor and Council  $                  -      $        1,000.00    $        1,000.00  

Administration of Finance  $                  -      $        1,500.00    $        1,500.00  

Collection of Taxes  $                  -      $        1,000.00    $        1,000.00  

Insurance           

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20071a.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20072.pdf
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                Liability  $                  -      $      10,000.00    $      10,000.00  

Recreation                 $                  -      $        1,500.00    $        1,500.00  

Senior Citizens  $                  -      $        3,000.00    $        3,000.00  

Public Employees Retirement System  $                  -      $    138,742.00    $    138,742.00  

Police & Fireman's Retirement System  $                  -      $    631,520.00    $    631,520.00  

TOTAL TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS  $                   -      $    788,262.00    $    788,262.00  

            

Dedicated Swim Pool Utility  $                  -       $                  -       $                  -    

            

Debt Service            

Bond Interest  $                  -      $           305.00    $           305.00  

Swim Club Debt Service  $                   -      $           305.00    $           305.00  

            

            

 

Motion  Councilwoman Lundy   Second Councilman Pizzella 

All were in favor  

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Councilman - Anthony DeRosa 

Councilman - John Escobar 

Council President – Zoltan Horvath 

Councilwoman - Abby Lundy 

Councilman – Frank Pizzella 

Councilwoman – Janetta Trochimiuk 

 

Councilman DeRosa – The Regional Board of Education met last night for a rather brief meeting as you might 

expect some trips have been cancelled. The schools are trying to work with parents to get reimbursed. It was 

mentioned that other school districts are exploring a virtual classroom situation and they’ve actually closed their 

school’s on a half day or day to evaluate. Pascack Valley Regional has been doing that for a couple of years 

now so they know how it works. The potential exists but right now there is no decision to go virtual at this time. 

The Rec Commission met last Thursday night and as mentioned, opening day is March 21st. Thank you very 

much to DPW Superintendent and his staff for having the fields worked on early and ready for this. The Rec 

Commission discussed what work could be done in excess once the field work is done to Memorial Field. The 

Rec Commission also discussed what they might want to apply for as far as an open space grant for 2022 and 

reminded that the Easter egg hunt is on April 11th and then there’s a meeting on naming a recognition 

committee again I mentioned to discuss the possibility to have a dedication of the new recycle center for a 

longtime DPW worker and we’re also going to talk about the layout for recognition for the rec 10u little league 

team down at Memorial. That’s all I have. 

Councilman Escobar – Just have one thing. Chief Kelley attended the coronavirus briefing at the county today 

and he said he may modify the response protocol if it gets much worse. And that’s all I have 

Councilmember Lundy – I’ll start with the finance committee. I’d like it to resume once the budget is adopted. 

So, I’ll sit with the BA and CMFO and finance committee after that.   Stonybrook met last month with the BA 

and CMFO to discuss the financial situation and how to proceed to implement some changes. There were 

several councilmembers in attendance at that meeting as well and the following week and the mayor, Borough 

Administrator, myself, pool manager and chairperson of the commission met with the consultant just to run 

some ideas past her. We don’t see any need at this point to retain that consultant. If all ideas are feasible they 



 

21 
 Regular Meeting  

March 10, 2020 

are going to proceed. Some exciting news as StonyBrook, was voted best pool in Bergen County for the 201 

Magazine. That’s quite an honor bestowed on them. They’ll be using that in all their marketing going forward. 

Membership does open March 16th with a discount until May 5th.  

The Library Board of Trustees met last night. Dave is calling the month of March, March Madness at the library 

because there are so many programs. There are over 16 programs occurring at the library so check the website 

to see what those programs.  So far they are all on schedule except for an on line dating program to see if 

anyone is interested in that. They did discuss briefly how to best proceed at the Library as far as any illness. 

They are asking any patrons to wipe down the computers before and after uses and obviously use common 

sense if you sneeze or cough, cover your mouth and nose and wash your hands.  They will be having a meeting 

on Thursday that I will attend as well. 

Councilman Pizzella – I don’t have that much to say except that we did meet with Waste Management to 

understand if they were still interested in proceeding with their property, and they are. So that’s good news and 

we are going to set up regular meetings with them to get a better understanding of what they are looking to do. 

Councilwoman Trochimiuk – said she’s in the process of scheduling a meeting with the DPW for a tour.  The 

Board of Health meeting is April 14th and I will be attending that and therefore I will be able to report on that at 

our next meeting. 

Mayor Ruocco replied that its going to be an important meeting because I think the developments on the 

coronavirus point to roles that the local Boards of Health can play, should play, given that the emergency has 

been declared at the state level and power vests now into the New Jersey Board of Health that in away detracts 

from our local board of health’s ability to take certain actions and are basically going to take their instructions 

from on higher but I think the meeting is going to be an important one for you to attend.  

Mayor Ruocco said since we’re on the issue of coronavirus, let me make a couple of comments. We now have 

confirmed cases in Bergen County. This was foreseen and there’s no need for panic but a need for information 

and sound  precautions, to that end Borough officials and I will be participating in a call with the County 

Executive tomorrow afternoon and then a strategic planning meeting with all our Hillsdale Office of Emergency 

Management staff on Thursday morning. Thereafter the Borough will decide what steps it needs to take to 

reduce the spread of the virus and to develop protocols for all first responders in responding to calls for help. 

The Borough Administrator, the Hillsdale Police Department, the ambulance service are all developing plans to 

adjust to situations where the virus could temporarily reduce their numbers, it is likely that if the rate of 

transmission cannot be stopped then an estimated 40 to 60 percent of Americans are going to get the virus.  

That’s the bad news. The good news is that the rate of overwhelming majority of us will experience recovery 

and that’s estimated now at a least 97 percent. The survival rate is based on the current 3.1 % percent death rate  

experienced by know carriers of the virus but that death  rate is overstated because a lot of folks who have the 

virus are not diagnosed with it because the symptoms are not severe enough for them to either go to the doctor 

or be tested. So, the likelihood is that the fatality rate for COVID-19 is going to be closer to the rate experience 

by regular influenza which is somewhere around 1/10 of 1 percent. Rather than the 3% we are hearing on the 

news today. Now that is a little comfort to us who are over the age of 60, which the virus hits that age group and 

anyone with a compromised respiratory  system much harder. I would urge all residents to follow the guidelines 

of the CDC website and the New Jersey Board of Health website. The guidance is so common sense for most of 

us. Wash your hands with soap and water frequently during the day, if unavailable use a sanitizer if you can find 

one. Clean and sanitize any surfaces at workplace that are touched by others. Avoid touching eyes, nose, mouth 

with unwashed hands. Avoid contact with people who are sick. Avoid touching elevator buttons, door handles, 

any area that’s frequently touched by the public. Stay at home if you are sick, avoid contact with others, cover 

your mouth and nose with a tissue or sleeve when coughing and then proceed to throw that tissue away 

immediately. Don’t shake hands with people. Call your doctor immediately if you have flu like symptoms or 

shortness of breath. If you are in the high-risk group, as many of us are over 60, seniors take precautions, don’t 

go into places where there are crowds, avoid airplanes, buses, trains, if you can. Let someone else do your food 

shopping for you. There is no reason to panic although you might think not because if you listen to the media, 

the world is about to end. Remember the talking heads on tv and they delight in sensationalism. Listen only to 

reputable sources like medical professionals, the CDC website and the New Jersey Board of Health and I think 

we’ll all be better off. I think I’ll probably have more to present you through town notices or at the next council 

meeting after we meet and have all those different conference calls.  
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And finally, I just want to stress, we are getting a new bus service here in town. I sent out a notice over the 

weekend. The Hip Bus service I think that service is going to be a great success for commuters who commute to 

midtown Manhattan. It’ll be a bit more expensive I suspect than coach buses but you’ll get more and you should 

be able to judge for yourself the value of the extra money that you’re going to pay. It’s really a nice service, I 

urge everyone to check them out on the Facebook page or on their twitter page and I gave that information to 

you in a town notice and that’s all I have to say.  

Councilwoman  Lundy said she downloaded the app for that bus service and it seems very easy to use 

Mayor Ruocco agreed that it is. I’m not going to say I wish I were still commuting into New York City anymore 

but if I were commuting into New York City that would be a prime way to do it.  

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION:   

R20073 To provide for a meeting not open to the public in accordance with the provisions of the New 

Jersey Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 – Preliminary Planning for the 

Redevelopment of the Patterson St Industrial Area 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale is subject to certain requirements of the Open 

Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq; and 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 provides that an Executive Session not open to the 

public may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale to discuss in a session not open 

to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b) and designated below: 

     (1) Matters required by law to be confidential.  

__ (2) Matters where the release of information would impair the right to receive funds. 

__ (3) Matters involving individual privacy –  

_  (4) Matters relating to collective bargaining -   

__ (5) Matters relating to the purchase, lease or acquisition of real property or the investment of public 

           funds. 

___(6) Matters relating to public safety and property –  

X   (7) Matters relating to litigation, negotiations and the attorney-client privilege – Preliminary Planning for 

the Redevelopment of the Patterson St Industrial Area 

      (8) Matters relating to the employment relationship –  

__  (9) Matters relating to the potential imposition of a penalty. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale assembled in public 

session this date that an Executive Session closed to the public be and the same is hereby authorized for discussion 

of matters relating to the specified items designated above.  It is anticipated that the deliberations conducted in 

closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the Borough Council that the public 

interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality. 

Motion Councilman Pizzella  Second  Councilman DeRosa 

All in favor  

 

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING: 

 

Motion to reconvene Councilman Pizzella  Second  Councilman DeRosa 

All in favor  

 

ADJOURNMENT:   

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20073.pdf
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Motion to adjourn Councilwoman Lundy  Second  Councilman Pizzella 

All in favor  

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE 

TUESDAY, APRIL 7, 2020 

 

 

 

 

Denise Kohan, Municipal Clerk  

 

          _____________________________ 

               

           APPROVED AS PRESENTED   

 


