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October 21, 2025

Mike Ghassali, Borough Administrator
Borough of Hillsdale

380 Hillsdale Avenue

Hillsdale, NJ 07642

RE: Master Plan Consistency Review: Memorial Field Improvements
Block 1301, Lot 1 & Block 1801, Lots 55 & 56
Project No. HDB-001

Dear Mr. Ghassali,

This office has reviewed the proposed capital improvements to Memorial Field. Based on the
construction plans, the Borough proposes a multi-purpose turf field, two basketball courts, parking
areas, and other improvements on the site. We have also examined the Borough's 2003 Master
Plan, revised through December 16, 2003, and the 2022 Periodic Reexamination Report of the
Master Plan & Development Regulations and Master Plan Amendment (“2022 Reexam"), adopted on
June 9, 2022. The following Goals & Objectives of the 2003 Master Plan would be advanced by the
improvements to Memorial Field:

= The 2003 Master Plan provides five Goals for Parks, Open Space, & Recreation. The following
would be advanced by the improvements at Memorial Park:

— #2: Ensure that adequate active and passive recreation areas exist to serve the
Borough's existing and projected population.

— #5: Consider the Recreation Commission’s recommendations for active recreation
facilities.”

= The Parks, Open Space and Recreation Plan Element details recommendations made by the
Hillsdale Recreation Commission (pgs. P5 & P6). The following would be advanced by the
improvements to Memorial Field:

— #2: “The Commission is concerned about the adequacy of the present inventory of
outdoor open space and recreation facilities within the Borough. Many facilities are
owned by the Board of Education. The Commission is concerned that these fields may
not be available in the future due to possible school expansions and/or changing needs

' Please note that the Commission is now a Committee.
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of the Board of Education. The Commission recommends that the Borough plan for
additional open space and recreation facilities.”

Additionally, the following Goals of the 2022 Reexam would be advanced:

= Section 2.1, Goals and Objectives for the “Parks, Open Space & Recreation” section indicates
Goals #2 and #5 (see above) remain valid.

Section 6.4, Recreation Plan Amendment #3 of the 2022 Reexam states, “The Borough should
consider improvements to existing recreation facilities and sports fields based on the 2022
community survey results, which are summarized in the appendix of this document.” (pg. 59) The
following relevant questions and answers were included in the 2022 Reexam:

— Question 6 of the Survey asked, “What about Hillsdale needs the most immediate
improvements?” The fifth and sixth most common responses were “Fields, courts &
recreation” and “Parks & open space” with 69 responses (8.9%) and 57 responses (7.4%),
respectively. In total 126 responses (16.3%) were related to park and recreation
improvements.

— Questions 7 asked, “What would you like Hillsdale to have or become in the next 5to 10
years?” The fifth most common response was “Open space, parks & preservation” with
71 responses (9.5%). The ninth most common response was “Field, courts & recreation”
with 50 responses (6.7%). In total, 121 responses (16.2%) were related to parks and
recreation.

— Question 15 asks, “Which parks or fields in Hillsdale need the most attention, upgrades,
or new facilities”, please describe below or indicate “none” as applicable.” 77 responses
(11%) noted Memorial Field needed the most attention, upgrades, or new facilities.
Additionally, 61 responses (8.7%) noted all parks and fields needed the most attention.

Based on our review of the two aforementioned master plan documents, the improvements
proposed at Memorial Field will advance both master plan goals and objectives. As a result, the
proposed improvements are not inconsistent with the referenced master plan reports.

Sincerely,

Colliers Engineering & Design

Dubie Q. At

Darlene A. Green, PP, AICP
Borough Planner
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