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My fellow residents, in three days we will commemorate those men 

and women who died while in the service of our nation. This year, however, 

the honoring of these brave and selfless individuals will not involve a parade 

of veterans, marching bands, school groups, little league baseball teams, or 

elected officials. There will be no pancake breakfast sponsored by our Boy 

Scouts, no large gatherings or speeches in Veterans’ Park, no reviewing 

stand, no blare of fire apparatus or whirling sirens of police SUVs.  The 

Coronavirus has seen to that. But it cannot dull the sense of gratitude that all 

Americans feel to the heroes who made the ultimate sacrifice in defense of 

their country. It will be left to us, the 10,500 residents of Hillsdale, to honor 

them in a more private, less visible manner.  

 

It is tempting for us to be preoccupied with our own situation and turn 

inward, forgetting what Memorial Day stands for. After all, we have had our 

lives turned upside down, our plans abandoned, our jobs lost, or worse, had 

to bury loved ones without time to say goodbye. Many of us are weary of 

social distancing, staying in our homes, and wearing masks. This weekend 

may represent a tantalizing opportunity to “escape” in whatever way we 

think we can. It’s understandable. We all hope and pray for a swift return to 

a more natural existence.  

 

We are lucky, because we are here to have that hope, that promise of a 

better tomorrow. Therefore, let us resolve not to forget the men and women 

who fought and died in order to preserve that hope and promise, regardless 

of the challenges that now confront us.    

 

I wish everyone a meaningful and safe holiday weekend.  
 

 

       

 
 


