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Minutes of a Council Meeting of the Borough of Hillsdale held at 7:30 PM on Tuesday, January 14, 2020, in the 

Council Chamber, Borough of Hillsdale, New Jersey. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Ruocco who also led the Salute to the Flag. 

 

 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT:   

This is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 14th day of January 2020.  Notice of the time and place 

of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Record; a copy was posted on the bulletin 

board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested parties. 

Please notify the Municipal Clerk for any disability requirements necessary for attendance at Mayor and Council 

meetings.  The fire exits are located through the double doors to your left.  Please silence all cell phones. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

Council Members DeRosa, Escobar, Council President Horvath, Lundy, Pizzella, Trochimiuk, Mayor Ruocco, 

(Borough Attorney Mark Madiao, BA Christopher Tietjen, Borough Clerk Denise Kohan) 

 

 

PROMOTIONS/PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS -   

Law Enforcement Appreciation Day            Mayor John Ruocco 

Whereas, on January 9th, 2020, partnering organizations in support of law enforcement officers nationwide 

promoted National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day (L.E.A.D.)  

Whereas, law enforcement officers have a difficult and sometimes dangerous public service career in the 

pursuit of keeping all citizens safe & secure,  

Whereas, the inherent nature of law enforcement exposes law enforcement officers to criticism, often 

unjustified, leading some to adopt sweeping negative views of law enforcement officers,  

Whereas it is important for the public to understand that despite such criticism, the overwhelming majority of 

law enforcement officers are valuable civil servants who risk their lives and well-being striving to apply the 

laws of our governments fairly and equitably,  

Therefore, the Hillsdale Mayor and Council, on behalf of all Hillsdale residents, wish to express formally their 

appreciation to the members of the Hillsdale Police Department for the job they do in keeping our residents safe 

and our town a desirable place to live. 

 

PRESENTATIONS: 

 

 

OATH OF OFFICE/APPOINTMENTS:    

Hillsdale Fire Department Members: Full Member – Jack Flanagan - Oath 

     Cadet Member – Aidan Peterson - Oath 
 

Motion to approve Appointments by Council Member Escobar, Second by Council Member DeRosa, and 

unanimously carried.  

 

Mayor Ruocco administered the Oath of Office to Cadet Member Aidan Peterson. 

 

Mayor Ruocco administered the Oath of Office to Full Member Jack Flanagan. 

 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT (Time limited, new topics only, one topic per speaker): 

 

Mayor Ruocco opened the Initial Public Comment Period at this time.   Seeing no one, the Initial Public Comment 

Period was closed.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/OATH_Fire_Company_Flanagan.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Oath_Fire_Cadet_Company_Peterson.pdf
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Closed Session Minutes December 31, 2019 

 

Motion by Council Member Lundy, Second by Council Member Escobar. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members Escobar, Council President Horvath, Lundy, Pizzella, DeRosa 

Nays:  None 

Abstain:  Council Member Trochimiuk 

 

PROFESSIONALS REPORT/MONTHLY DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 

(The following correspondence on file in Borough Clerks Office) 

 

Hillsdale Police Department – December 2019            Police Chief Robert Francaviglia 

Hillsdale Fire Department – December 2019                 Fire Chief Tom Kelley 

Department of Public Works                    DPW Superintendent William Haffler 

Borough Engineer – December 2019                Borough Engineer Christopher Statile 

 

Captain Smith, Hillsdale Police Department, said for December there were 93 Dispatcher shifts, two Dispatcher 

shifts covered by Police Officers, no overtime.  This past month there 177 motor vehicle stops resulting in three 

criminal arrests.  Santa Claus detail and Elf detail was conducted in December at the Shop Rite location and 

proceeds from that event along with money raised by the PBA for the officer’s family who was killed in Jersey 

City.  It is a very worthy cause.  The Department is continuing with the accreditation process and updating our 

policies and procedures.  This process should be completed by year’s end.  This past year our Department had 

numerous outreach community programs such as DARE, Special Olympics Run, Virginia Police Academy, Caps 

and Bobbers, National Night Out, Dangerous Stranger classes, classes for graduated high school seniors, Open 

House, No Shave November and 9-1-1 classes.  These programs will continue and hopefully more in 2020.  The 

Hillsdale Police Department looks forward to a successful year in 2020 and working with our new Council 

Members.  The landscape has changed here and we congratulate everybody in their new positions and wish them 

the best of luck.   

 

Fire Chief Tom Kelley, Hillsdale Fire Department, the fire dinner was good according to everyone’s knowledge.  

We finished Santa detail for Christmas, weather worked out for us and the donations and food for the food pantry.  

We had an incredible amount of donations and it is impressive and thanked everyone in town who helped out 

with that.  As you see tonight another two people are joining and I am pleased there are six members in fire school 

and we are only second to East Rutherford.  We are doing very well.  We have such a great group and they are 

doing fantastically.  February 28, we have a Texas Hold ‘Em fundraiser event coming up with the Hook and 

Ladder Company and anyone interested check with us on Facebook.   

He missed the January meeting and asked the Mayor about the dispatch with the county. The chief asked are we 

bringing dispatch up again with the County? 

The Mayor replied it depends on how the Council feels.  The Chief asked to be kept in the loop as he was told it 

came up again but nothing was said directly to him. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said you can read his comments on the website.  The County Executive is very much in favor of 

it, he would like to think that the Council is open minded and there are considerable savings so we will see where 

we are at.   

The Chief reminded the Mayor that when this came up prior, he stated was that he would not move forward with 

this unless the emergency service are with him and the emergency services were relived because they do not want 

to move forward. 

 

Borough Engineer Statile thanked the Council for his re-appointment and we will continue to make our firm 

accessible to the residents of the Borough.  People call us every day and we make the community that much better.  

In 2019 we spent a lot of money, about a million and a half dollars of improvements and we hope to see an equal 

amount of money spent this year and we want to continue to improve our sewers and other streets and other 

infrastructure.  Our bridges have been reconstructed and our sewers are in good shape considering the many 

storms we have had, etc.  Habitat for Humanity on Chestnut Street we are working with the Mayor to have the 

utility providers extend their utilities to the property at no cost to the Borough and they are working on that.  The 

2018 improvements on Piermont Avenue are completed; the 2020 road program we provided the Administrator 

with a list of streets at the top of the survey and the budget committee wants you to give us the amount of money.  

We also asked in conjunction with the program Public Service and Suez to advise if they were doing any street 

work this year so that we don’t run into each other.  We don’t want to pave streets they would be working on in 

a year or two.  Public Service funding tends to come in every several years and unfortunately we may be paving 

roads they receive funding for.  We really can’t plan because they get money from the state.  We haven’t heard 

from them yet.  We completed our fourth quarter monitoring at Centennial Field and on December 24 we 

completed their monitoring and we completed at the ground level methane as well.   

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/PD_December_2019_monthly_report.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Engineer_Jan_10_2019_1st_page.pdf
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Mayor Ruocco asked if the fourth quarter report goes to them.   

 

Engineer Statile said there is a fourth quarter monitoring done at ground level where we dig holes in the ground 

and check for methane.  The one at the ground level has been sent out to the state and the other has to be sent to 

the lab and it takes more time such as 60 days.  There are two different types of methane testing.  We have been 

in contact with our agent in Trenton who has been reviewing our air quality permit revision and he has been very 

cooperative so far between myself and the Environmental group and reduce the amount and intensity and they 

seem to be agreeing with us.  It could be a lot simpler for us going forward.  We continue to provide him with 

material he asks for and updates their file on the landfill.  In the next few weeks we may have a draft from him 

on the air quality.  The Borough Engineer from Woodcliff Lake sent him sets and cost estimate for Lincoln 

Avenue and there is contingency money and his cost estimate is a little over stated so he suggested our 

Administrator speak with their Administrator and see if we can share some of the DOT funding and he will be 

happy to join those discussions as well.  Public Service utility upgrades they continue to trim trees up Pascack 

Road; they have not come back to me with the selected road from Dumont to Kinderkamack Road to the 

substation.  They are investigating and alternate route down Washington Avenue, Patterson Street and local 

streets.  They have not gotten back to him on that.  They are trimming trees on the county roads not the local 

streets.  That is Paramus, up Pascack Road down Hillsdale Avenue and terminate at the post office. 

 

Mayor Ruocco asked whose court is the ball in now with respect to the local streets.   

 

Engineer Statile said they are, they will contact me.  We took bids on Memorial Field, little league field and they 

came in higher than we expected and we only had two bidders and we were surprised because it is a straight 

forward project.    His suggestion is to re-advertise the contract and try to get a bigger pool of contractors.  We 

did reach out to a lot of contractors, we would like a better price.  There is a New Jersey construction bond out 

$125 million dollar grant, a 50-50 grant program, and he spoke with the library director and he had nothing on 

the board right now and are not going to make the applications.  Some other communities are doing lab work 

applications.  Recreation trails grant for 2020, our name is in the mix and once that is open they will email him. 

 

Mayor Ruocco asked about the elevator at the train station.   

 

Engineer Statile said it is going to require engineering; the train station is built on wood foundation so there is 

concern for the existing structure.   

 

Mayor Ruocco asked whether  if we go ahead, will this will be an exterior column not inside the building?   

 

Engineer Statile said I don’t know that yet, this is an exterior column on an historic building.  He is working on 

it.   

 

Council President Horvath asked about the 65 – 75 ft. poles, is that the typical size.  What are our current sizes? 

How high are the ones we have now?   

 

Engineer Statile said ours are probably 60 ft.  

 

Council President Horvath said they are not that much higher, they are wooden, correct? 

 

Engineer Statile said correct; if you want to see the poles go down Pascack Road and you are in Paramus you will 

see them all lined up.  They are tall.  All the trees have been trimmed down.   

 

Council Member DeRosa asked if PSE&G given any information and are they still planning to go forward as 

planned.   

 

Engineer Statile said we are still awaiting plans.   

 

            

   

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Councilman - Anthony DeRosa 

Councilman - John Escobar 

Council President – Zoltan Horvath 

Councilwoman - Abby Lundy 

Councilman – Frank Pizzella 
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Councilman DeRosa said Pascack Valley/Pascack Hills in addition to Tom DeMaio who retired beginning this 

year, Principal from Pascack Hills also announced that he is retiring at the end of this school year.  Two 

principals with long tenure will be missed.  James from River Vale and Tammy from Woodcliff Lake were 

sworn in for additional three-year terms at their Re-Org meeting last Monday and the Board recognized Tammy 

as their President.  The Commission had their Re-Org last Tuesday and re-elected their Chairman, Vice-

Chairman.  The Memorial field grant had not come in at that time, senior committee center and improvements.   

 

Councilman Escobar said he is o.k. with Chief’s Kelly’s report on the Fire Department; he provided the officers 

for the 2020 Board of Health.  They have a $2000 grant for radon testing kits and they are available Monday 

through Friday from 9AM and 2PM.  You see the public health nurse and fill out a form as the nurse needs a 

record.   

 

Council President Horvath said his reports are stunted at the beginning of the year but he is in the process with 

the committees he is involved with setting up regular meeting dates where we can have more reports for the 

Council.  We have a lot of things on our plate and will be working with the train station award, the preservation 

committee and working with other committees to move the town forward and do some exciting things in this 

town.  The senior luncheon is tomorrow from 11:30AM to 1:30 PM at St. Johns. 

 

Council Member Lundy said the Stonybrook Commission met last Wednesday and they had their re-

organization meeting.  The Chairperson was re-elected for the swim pool commission.  This year Stonybrook is 

introducing three new membership opportunities, graduate, professional and empty nester and there are 

different membership rates for those.  They are also introducing two new camps in addition to their guppy camp 

which they hold in August for children under 5.  They are introducing an aqua camp for 5 to 12-year old’s and 

an aqua fit camp for 18 and over and they are working on some programs.  The Library Board met last night 

and they also had their re-organization and elected the same slate of officers.  They discussed a gifts and 

donation policy in conjunction with the newly formed organization and they are looking into a recycling 

program.  She suggested they speak with the DPW and Environmental Commission to try to coordinate so they 

can have receptacles at the library for people to drop off certain types of recyclables.   Patrons of the library 

suggested that.  There are some upcoming programs on Sunday, the Sunday song book at 6:00 and next 

Thursday is a teen movie night from 6PM to 8:30 PM.  This Friday a children’s music program at 10:30 AM.  

The Finance Committee is starting departmental budget meetings this Friday and continue through next 

Tuesday.   

 

Mayor Ruocco asked if the library talked about Styrofoam at the library. 

 

Council Member Lundy said Styrofoam did come up. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said EC has mentioned it. 

 

Council Member Lundy said are leery of doing it as people outside tend to throw anything in.  Thy don’t want 

the staff at the library to sort through it. 

 

Council Member Pizzella said he didn’t have much to report because his committees haven’t met.  He reached 

out to Waste Management for them to sit with Mark and himself. DMR is going to present us with different test 

results on what the area will allow and then get more information from us and then start to plan.  They look at 

the area and look at different options for the area based on market studies as well as the actual land area itself 

and they do several draft concepts and then investigate from a financial perspective and show much that area 

could yield in tax dollars; they look at different types of uses.  It is a yield in terms of back to the Borough.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said on committee reports, he wanted to raise this for the Council.  You will notice that 

Councilwoman Trochimiuk is absent from this.  There is nothing wrong with horse trading as it goes on at the 

Re-Org meeting but it did not occur to me until after that she is left with no reportable responsibility in any of 

her assignments.  That would be a first for any Council; it is really not appropriate from a team building view, 

from a morale perspective and may indicate an over concentration of work and responsibility.  This is 

something you will have to opine on.  The only ones who can correct it is the Council members because they 

appoint members of their committees and liaisons and he would propose a way forward.  The positions that call 

for reporting to the Council are basically with Zoltan who has four and a half areas, Abby has four areas and 

Councilmembers DeRosa, Escobar and Pizzella have either three or three and a half and you each have a chair 

of the standing committee.  He suggested that Councilmembers Horvath and Lundy consider relinquishing one 

position and it doesn’t need to be a chair.  That would allow Janetta to have at least two reporting opportunities 

and would lessen the load on those that have four or five reporting engagements.  I throw that out for discussion 

and see how you feel about that.   
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Council Member Lundy said she mentioned that at the Re-Org that Janetta had no chair and suggested putting 

her on something.  Her answer was she is fine where she is.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said when I adjourned and the next day, I realized how this agenda is going to look.  I realized 

she had nothing.  There is no reason for her not to have anything to report on and that’s just odd. In the past, we 

have had Democrats and Republicans and everyone had something to report on, it doesn’t have to be a chair 

position.  I looked at who has the most responsibility and it is between Zoltan and yourself; others may want to 

reduce their work load too, so I think it is appropriate for this Council to assign something so that she can report 

on.   

 

Councilmember DeRosa asked what is wrong with Councilmember Lundy’s proposal, Board of Health. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said I could take it away from John, but that’s up to John. 

 

Councilmember Escobar said she can have Board of Health if she wants.   

 

Councilmember Pizzella said I don’t think we should have this discussion; it is o.k. to have it in public but I 

think committees will get the wrong impression and think that people don’t want to be involved in those 

committees when they actually do want to be involved.  Maybe we can talk about it and have Janetta talk about 

it with you. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said it is fine with me.  I am pointing out a situation which I think is unhealthy.  If you want to 

confer as a Council—good-- but I would like to have this settled. 

 

Council President Horvath said the first Council meeting if we can work it out and next time Janetta would have 

something to report.  He would be willing to give up any one of his positions and there are several people who 

have multiple chair positions and maybe they would consider giving her one of the chairs.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said I don’t mind if it is a chair or not because I believe we had that discussion and I would 

rather not go in and change all of the chairs but if that is how the Council feels to rectify the situation I will not 

comment.  Initially I wanted one chair for each council person, it didn’t work out that way but we have other 

non-reporting chairs available now.   

 

Council President Horvath said he is willing to give up one of his positions either the Planning Board or DPW 

unless someone else has something to suggest.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said to Councilman Horvath after this meeting will you speak to Janetta and let her know and 

that would be one possibility and talk to her after the meeting to discuss the workload and it will be more evenly 

distributed.  I will take the silence as I want to think about it some more as opposed to a no.  I would like to hear 

within the next few days as to what is going to happen.       

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

By-Laws – Proposed Changes                      Mayor John Ruocco 

 

Mayor Ruocco said you all have the changes to the By-Laws and I wanted to make clear what restrictions are on 

the Mayor before he can exercise his ex-officio role to participate in any committee meetings; whether he does 

or does not attend that he be provided with agenda materials.  That is how it is now but it wasn’t stated in the 

By-Laws.  The second required threshold for election of Council President.  We had a discussion after the last 

Council meeting, e-mail exchanges, and there is some sentiment  to change that; the third giving the Clerk 

discretion in changing the meetings when Tuesdays are Holidays, first it was done at the suggestion of the Clerk 

and the attorney advised it would be a good thing to drop the entire section of the  By-Laws which addresses the 

issue. 

 

Attorney Madiao said yes,  the Council should  have the power to address special meetings, additional meetings, 

and the By-Laws should not  tie the governing body;  and I don’t think it would be a good idea and I think this 

change is very reasonable.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said another proposed change was to restrain the use of electronic devices, texting and e-mailing 

during a Council session otherwise you run afoul of the Open Public Meetings Act. 

 

Attorney Madiao said there may have been some confusion in the early drafts of this.  No one on the dais is 

limited in their ability to text their family; your intention throughout was to discourage  texting each other 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/By_Laws__PROPOSED_1-10-20_redline_JJR.pdf
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which would be equivalent to a side bar conversation in a public meeting and probably inappropriate in any 

regard.  I believe your original intention was misunderstood.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said I clarified it in section 12; it specifies communication amongst each other.  The last 

proposed change  was to stipulate that when the governing body wishes to change the By-Laws, I put in as a 

super majority.  That is open for discussion as well.   

 

Attorney Madiao said I think you presented two choices but I am not sure about the language.  There are really 

two portions of the By-Laws that are subject to some discussion.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said that is open to discussion and possibly some revisions.   

 

Council Member Lundy said under meetings election of Council President.  We went back and forth with e-mail 

and you asked for proposed language and I used language that was given to me by the Borough Attorney and 

that is not this language.  The language that I am looking for is that the Council President be elected by majority 

vote of the Council Members present and voting.   

 

Attorney Madiao said that would be simple majority, that would be the definition for simple majority.   

 

Council Member Lundy said simple majority doesn’t mean to say I am voting in case there is an abstention. 

 

Attorney Madiao said I would prefer again as there might be attendance of people who are nominated for 

Council President and to abstain.  The By-Laws specifically provide abstentions do not although Roberts Rules 

indicates abstentions carry with the majority.  Our By-Laws say contrary; abstentions don’t count for majority 

or count to anything.  In either case when someone is declining to vote for themselves, I would suggest that any 

construction indicated that they would then their vote should carry toward the majority it would be self-

defeating. It is not their intention to abstain and have it count to majority by operations of Robert Rules which 

are pretty far down the food chain with public hearings and municipal law.  The net of the very lengthy memo I 

had prepared is that  it would be difficult to overturn the determination of the Council on Re-Organization Day.  

The By-Laws should say what you mean; do you want it to be a majority of those present and voting or do you 

want it to be two-thirds majority by definition meaning  four Councilmembers, if you carry that one step further 

so by definition there could never be a tie.  You can do it either way, all I said in my memo was that the By-

Laws should clarify what you want because apparently it has been done both ways in the Borough over the 

course of the past 20 years.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said he saw the memo Councilmember Lundy sent to him regarding the position you just stated.  

I thought about it, re-read and re-read Marc’s opinion and I felt that for purpose of introducing it tonight,  since  

the attorney had  ruled in favor of super majority on the dais at the Reorg meeting and said in his  legal opinion 

that super majority was the stronger view,  so that is why I put it forward.  It is the Council’s choice to change 

this.  Which view would be the intent of the Council?   

 

Attorney Madiao said it would be difficult to compare it this time around because this time the fact pattern was 

odd with the rescuable, etc.  I think the overall intention of the statute was the Council choose its Council 

President and that determination should not be taken away from them by the Council with any level of 

frequency.  The Council’s ability to pick a Council President shouldn’t be taken away from the Council unless 

the circumstances are extreme.  Nevertheless, I concluded the statutory intention called for the decision I 

rendered but in my memo the Council should say what they wanted to do to pick a Council President.   

 

Councilmember DeRosa said that should be  a simple majority. 

 

Attorney Madiao said I am not going to conclude what the statute clearly says.   

 

Councilmember DeRosa asked if a simple majority is subject to interpretation.   

 

Attorney Madiao said I would not  say simple majority.  I would say the majority of those present voting and 

the Mayor votes in the event of a tie.   

 

Councilmember Lundy said that would allow someone to abstain or recuse themselves and still have a majority.   

 

Attorney Madiao said I don’t think they have to abstain; if there is a contested issue either vote potential 

Council Presidents abstain or neither abstain, this situation was very unique. 

 

Councilmember DeRosa said it happened once before.      
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Councilmember Lundy said it was an abstention, it was three yes and three no.   

 

Attorney Madiao said at that time from the dais they decided the simple majority carried.  Had I been aware of 

that and how has Hillsdale done it in the past.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said I am not second guessing your opinion I am just trying to go forward and express the 

clearest way. 

 

Attorney Madiao said the question is what does the Council  want.  Does Council  want it to require four votes, 

a super majority or do you want it to be a simple majority?   

 

Councilmember Pizzella said why can’t you say moving forward you can abstain. 

 

Attorney Madiao said it hasn’t been hard to abstain or recuse, you can’t make people vote, again the pattern is 

very unique.   

 

Councilmember Lundy said the fact that you can’t tell someone you have to vote.  We have to go with the 

simple majority in the event that someone in the future is not going to abstain. 

 

Attorney Madiao said it is either a simple majority or super majority.  What do we want? 

 

Councilmember Pizzella said he doesn’t have anything against anybody I wish Councilmember Zoltan all the 

best of luck and he will be a very good Council President.  I want to move on.  Can you tell me if there is a 

requirement for a super majority for Council President?  No.   

 

Attorney Madiao said he didn’t think any of this was clear, I came out the way I came out.  That same opinion 

said I strongly suggest that the earliest possible time the Council decides what it wants.   

 

Councilmember Pizzella said it doesn’t say in the By-Laws that you require a super majority for Council 

President.  I think that it would.  I am fine with the simple majority, it’s the majority of Council that say yay for 

one person. 

 

Attorney Madiao said unfortunately the statute doesn’t say that.  It says that the Council by a majority of its 

number, whatever that means.  It doesn’t say by a majority, simple majority or super majority.  It says by a 

majority of its number.  The question we wanted to talk about because of that vagueness, does that say super 

majority, what do you want it to be.  Let me put it that way.  Do you want it to mean super majority or a 

majority of the six?  Does it mean simple majority which means what you kind of imagine.  I leave it again to 

the Council which one do you pick.   

 

Councilmember Lundy said I think what Councilmember Pizzella was trying to say there are some places in our 

By-Laws that are specific, that it calls for a super majority.  In this case it didn’t.   

 

Attorney Madiao said we are not interpreting the past.  That is not what is in front of you.  In front of you is 

what do you want the new By-Laws to say so that there is no confusion and no one has to interpret anything.   

 

Councilmember Lundy said she would like it to say the majority of those present to vote.    

 

Attorney Madiao asked the Mayor to poll the Council, how many feel that way.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said how many feel that.   

 

Councilmember Escobar would prefer a super majority simply because it is the most logical way to go.  If there 

are six people on the Council six people are obligated to vote.  The only reason you feel you don’t vote is if 

there is a conflict of interest.   

 

Mayor Ruocco asked if you would go to a voting booth and not vote for yourself?  Whatever the reason, if  you 

decide not to vote for yourself, I guess that is fine. 

 

Attorney Madiao I checked many other towns and there is nothing concrete one way or the other.   

 

Council President Horvath prefers to see a super majority on this.   

 

Attorney Madiao said almost nothing in the state statute requires a  super majority.  Super majority is mainly 

where only the statute specifically indicates and this is one of the few occasions where super majority or two 
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thirds majority are not there and yet in the end, I felt there was no reason to upset the decision on Re-

Organization Day.  I think it could go either way which is why I want to go forward asking the Council what do 

you want.   

 

Councilmember DeRosa said what I meant by super majority is there are x number of people on Council, 

someone is not here, the vote goes to the majority of the voters so in that respect the super majority.  Majority 

means majority of the entire Council, here or not; super majority means if there are six Councilmembers here it 

is , if five Councilmember are here it is four, if four Councilmember are here it is 100%, if there are only three 

Councilmembers here the vote can’t happen.                                                       

 

Councilmember Escobar said the number of people voting is the super majority. 

 

Attorney Madiao said that is the simple majority.  A super majority of the Council is always four of the six.   

 

Mayor Ruocco asked Councilmember Lundy where the By-Laws specified super majority, where is that? 

 

Councilmember Lundy said the statute. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said he was confused by her comments.  The only reason I proposed a super majority was based 

on the attorney’s legal opinion.  When I read his legal opinion, your opinion is not consistent with it.  The 

attorney has said very clearly that the Council can make it what it wants it to be.. 

 

Attorney Madiao said it is extraordinarily a close call, zero guidance, please tell Council how you want the 

votes to be counted.   

 

Councilmember Trochimiuk wanted to clarify and make sure everyone understands a super majority would 

always have to be four to two, there will not be a tie, the Mayor will never be able to break that.  It has to be 

four to two.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said if  no one  gets four votes after  the nominee names are on the table, and no one gets four 

votes, then the statutes says the Mayor picks Council President. 

 

Attorney Madiao said correct.  There has to be some occasion of deadlock where the Mayor picks and that was 

part of my thinking of why they must permit super majority.  My opinion said very clearly this is far from 

certain, Council picks how you want to do it.  I am not advocating which in the past you would think one way 

or another.  I am asking how you want to do this and go forward.   

 

Councilmember Lundy said it doesn’t have to be four to two.  There could be only five of us here and as long as 

there are four and it would pass.  Super only requires four votes.   

 

Attorney Madiao doesn’t require how many are here, super majority by my definition is four of the six, there 

could never be a tie and it doesn’t matter if two people are recused.  It is an enhanced majority, a majority of the 

whole, a majority of the Council by its number.  What does the Council want to do, pick Council Presidents by 

simple majority or pick Council Presidents by enhanced majority?   

 

Mayor Ruocco said to bring this discussion to a close, we have a suggestion from Councilmember Lundy to 

change the language to a majority of those present and voting.  By a show of hands do we see who favors that.  

Five.  We will change that in the proposed ByLaws.  Other comments on the By-Laws?   

 

Councilmember Lundy said you changed the By-Laws to require a super majority. 

 

Attorney Madiao said I think again the Mayor presented two options here but rather than pick those options or 

discuss those options the question is do you want the ability to change By-Laws by simple majority or by super 

majority.   

 

Councilmember Lundy said I believe it is in Article 15. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said it says 2/3 vote of the entire Council. 

 

Attorney Madiao said 2/3 vote of the entire Council is a super majority.  To go forward do you want super 

majority or simple majority.   

 

Councilmember Lundy said simple.   
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Attorney Madiao said that would require change of both of those. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said why don’t we just delete them. 

 

Attorney Madiao said delete 15 and have 17 say by a simple majority.  That means all the regular things. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said can we use the same language as “those present and a simple majority.”   

 

Attorney Madiao said yes, we can. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said a majority of those present and voting.   My reason for putting it forth this way was that I 

thought the By-Laws were significant enough so as not  to allow a minority of the Council to change them when 

the Council didn’t have a full quorum present.   

 

Attorney Madiao said it could never be three Councilmembers plus the Mayor.  The choices offered in the draft 

I don’t think I would ever write the language three Councilmembers plus the Mayor.     That doesn’t speak 

super majority or even simple majority, it counts the Mayor as a Council person which could never happen.  It 

appears we are going to very carefully scrutinize statutes and By-Laws and make sure we language exactly 

right.  Abstentions are not a vote.  In the appendix of the By-Laws a member who recuses oneself shall not be 

counted as part of the quorum and shall not participate in the manner.  A person recusing himself shall not be 

counted as a negative vote. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said that would be important.   

 

Attorney Madiao said there was specific language, a person who abstains does not get counted toward the 

majority or against the majority.  Roberts Rules has sections where it says a count towards majority.  Should our 

By-Laws have that language?  I think it should, it is already there and I have objection to that language.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said I will change the By-Laws as per the language you suggested, I will submit them to you 

between now and the next Council meeting, and that will give the attorney time to find the language he is 

looking for and we can confer how that language might change  article 17 and 4.  I will use the term of the 

majority of those present and I will review article 17 and mesh it with 15..  This covers everything.   

 

Councilmember Pizzella asked why we are doing this, why don’t you let the attorney redraft the By-Laws, why 

are we writing?  Usually the attorney does it. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said you and I had that discussion last year and we retyped the By-Laws.  We decided not to go 

forward.  I had this draft ready to go when the issue came up after the Re-Org Meeting and this is the perfect 

opportunity to pull it off the shelf and we are almost there.                            

  

CORRESPONDENCE:  

1. Letter dated January 3, 2020 from the Hillsdale Volunteer Fire Department requesting the use of 

Stonybrook Swim Club & its parking lots for their carnival from April 27 – May 4th. 

(Approval has been given by the Stonybrook Pool Commission and the Parks and Recreation 

Committee) 

 

Councilmember Lundy said the dates in the letter differ from the dates on receipt and file. 

 

Borough Clerk Kohan said they have been updated from May 4 to May 9.  

 

Motion to approve, receipt and file by Councilmember Lundy, Second  by Councilmember DeRosa. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

Ayes:  Council Members Council President Horvath, Lundy, Pizzella, Trochimiuk, DeRosa, Escobar 

Nays:  None 

 

DISCUSSION:  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

At this time, Mayor Ruocco opened the Public Comment Period.  Seeing no one, the Public Comment Period 

was closed.  

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Updated_Letter_FD_for_Carnival.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Updated_Letter_FD_for_Carnival.pdf
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ORDINANCES: Adoptions/Introductions: 

20-01 – (Introduction) 

An Ordinance Establishing Recreation Department Program and Summer Camp Fees for the Year 2020 

in the Borough of Hillsdale 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Hillsdale Summer Camp season for children of Hillsdale and River Vale residents and for 

children attending Hillsdale schools (St. John’s included) shall operate camp for a maximum of 5 weeks. 

SECTION 2. The Summer Camp Fees per registrant for the year 2020 are as follows:    

           

      Hillsdale/ River Vale   St. John’s Student/ 

                                                             Resident    Non-Resident 

Camp Pascack, Grades 1 – 4    $850     $900 

Camp Adventure, Grades 5 – 6    $900     $950 

Field Trip Camp, Grades 7 – 9    $950     $975 

Late registration fee after May 7, 2019   $50     $50 

Before Camp Program (8:00 – 9:00 am) 

Pre-Registered (all weeks)  $180     $185 

Pre-Registered  (per week)         $60     $60 

Pre-Registered (per day)  $20     $20 

No pre-registration (per day)  $25     $25 

After Camp Program (3:00 – 6:00 pm) 

Pre-Registered (all weeks)  $340     $345 

Pre-Registered  (per week)            $100     $100 

Pre-Registered (per day)  $25     $25 

No pre-registration (per day)  $30     $30 

Late pick-up (after 6:00 pm,   $15     $15 

            Per 15-minute increment.) 

NO REFUNDS 

SECTION 3. The Recreation Program Fees per registrant for the year 2020 are as follows: 

      Hillsdale Resident   Non-Resident 

Men’s Basketball       $70     $70 

 Duplicate Bridge                 $20     $35 

 Indoor Soccer                  $55     $60 

 Youth basketball (kindergarten clinic)   $60     $60 

 Youth Basketball (1,2, Grade Clinic)   $70     $70 

 Youth Basketball (3rd to 8th Grade,    $90, per  child     $90 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20-01_(I).pdf
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 Youth Basketball (9th to 12th Grade, *RV) $90, each child   $90 

Women’s Volleyball      $45     $45 

Girls Instructional Volleyball     $55     $55 

Men’s 18 & over Softball     $400/per team    N/A 

Men’s 35 & over Softball     $50     $55 

Women’s 18 & over Softball     $50     $55 

Wrestling       $145     $145 

Rutgers Coaches Class        $45     $45 

Art Program, per class or (session)           $95 - $100                                 N/A 

Cooking per class or (session)     $5-100    N/A 

PGA Golf Program      $100     N/A 

Tennis Program       $100     N/A 

Ski Program       $50-$100    $50-$100 

First Friends (per child)      $5-10     $5-10 

Ice Skating       $125-130    $125-130 

Returned Check Fee      $20     $20 

Car show participant’s      $20-30    $20-30 

Vendors (car show)      $30-$50    $30-$50 

5k run (rover clover)      $5-$75    $5-$75 

Late Fee       $25     $25 

Credit Card Convenience Fee     3%     3% 

Use of Beechwood Park rental Band 

Shell & picnic area **           $35     $250 

Use of Beechwood Park – Field Use     $40     $60 

Field rental* non-Hillsdale Team   $60 per practice (max 3 hours) 

Field rental *non-Hillsdale Team   $60 per game (max 3 hours) 

Field rental *non-Hillsdale Team   $150 per game with lights max (3 hours) 

• Beechwood, Memorial, Stonybrook and Centennial Fields 

 

All programs and field rentals are NON-REFUNDABLE 

** No Organized Sport or teams 

*Grades 9-12 includes Pascack Valley High School Students (River Vale) including all girls 3rd to 9th grade. 

SECTION 4. All ordinances and resolutions inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby 

repealed as to such inconsistencies. 

SECTION 5. This ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage, approval and publication of 

notice thereof as required by law and shall be retroactive to January 1, 2020. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 20-01 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 Hillsdale 
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Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on February 4, 2020 and at said time and place all persons interested will be given 

an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said 

ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice of its introduction 

and of the time and place, when and where said ordinance would be considered for final passage. 

Motion by Council President Horvath, Second by Council Member Lundy. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

Ayes:  Council Members Lundy, Pizzella, Trochimiuk, DeRosa, Escobar, Council President Horvath 

Nays:  None 

 

20-02 – (Introduction) 

An Ordinance Establishing 2020 Salaries for the Recreation Department 

 

WHEREAS: by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale as follows: 

SECTION 1.  The compensation of all personnel whose services are required as general  

staff for the operation of the Borough of Hillsdale – Summer Day Camp Program is 

as follows: 

 

Hourly Step Guide    Hourly Wage Range Maximum 

        MAXIMUM   

 HS Sophomore                    $8.50 

 HS junior       $8.75 

 HS senior       $9.00 

 College freshman      $9.25 

 College sophomore      $9.50 

 College junior       $9.75 

 College Senior  or 22+ years old    $10.00 

 College Graduate, 1st year     $10.50 

 College Graduate, 2nd year     $11.50 

 College Graduate, 3rd year     $12.50 

 College Graduate, 4th year     $13.50 

 College Graduate, 5th year     $14.50 

 College Graduate, 6th year     $15.50 

Camp Hillsdale Experience Benefit 

A flat rate of $25.00 will be applied for every paid year of Camp Hillsdale experience that each counselor has 

with the Borough of Hillsdale.  This adjustable experience benefit will be paid at the completion of the summer 

day camp season in August. 

SECTION 2.  The range salary amount to be paid to a Specialist who must have an education 

degree/certification is $1,000 to $3,500 (based on the applicant’s related camp experience and camp time 

length).  This is an appointed position. 

SECTION 3.  The range salary amount to be paid to a Camp Director (one) - $10,000 and $21,000 or 

Assistant/Administrative Director’s (each) is $3,000 to $10,000 (based on applicant’s related camp 

experience and camp time length).  This is an appointed position. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20-02_(I)a.pdf
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SECTION 4. Additional hourly increments on top of base rate may be earned for the following recognized 

certifications: 

First Aid Certification  $0.50 

CPR: Adult and Child  $0.75 

Lifeguard Certification $0.75 

Head Counselor  $0.40 

SECTION 5. The compensation of all personnel whose services are required as Program Supervisors for the 

Recreation Commission Programs is as follows: 

Program    Rate MAX  

Men’s Basketball   $200/season 

Duplicate Bridge   $300/season 

Indoor Soccer    $300/season 

Women’s Volleyball   $200/season 

Girls’ Volleyball Instructor  $600/season 

Youth Basketball: primary  $3,500/season 

Youth Basketball: Level 1  $1,600/season 

Youth Basketball Level 2  $1,000/season 

Youth Basketball Clinic-primary $1,500/season 

Men’s 18+ Softball   $400/season 

Men’s 35+ Softball   $500/season 

Women’s 18+ Softball  $400/season 

Summer Concert Coordinator  $n/a/season 

PV Junior Wrestling   $400/season 

Pt Recreation Secretary Hrly  $22.00 Hrly 

Basketball referee high school $16 per game 

Basketball clock, scoreboard  $13 per game 

Keeper 

Hall monitors    $13 per hour 

Professional Referee   $30-$50 per game 

SECTION 6.  The compensation fixed and determined by this ordinance for the person holding the respective 

office and position of employment herein named, shall, except as otherwise provided by statute, ordinance or 

resolution, be in lieu of all other fees, costs and charges received and collected by such office and employee 

shall be remitted promptly to the Borough Treasurer. 

SECTION 7. All ordinances and resolutions inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby 

repealed as to such inconsistencies. 

SECTION 8. This ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage, approval and publication of 

notice thereof as required by law. 
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BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 20-02 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 Hillsdale 

Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on February 4, 2020 and at said time and place all persons interested will be 

given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to 

publish said ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice of its 

introduction and of the time and place, when and where said ordinance would be considered for final passage. 

 

Motion by Council Member Escobar,  Second by Council Member Lundy. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members Pizzella, Trochimiuk, DeRosa, Escobar, Council President Horvath, Lundy  

Nays:  None 

20-03 – (Introduction) 

An Ordinance Amending and Supplementing Chapter 63 of the Code of the Borough of Hillsdale, County 

of Bergen, State of New Jersey, In Order to Revise the Table of Organization of the Police Department 

WHEREAS, Chapter 63 of the Code of the Borough of Hillsdale established the Table of Organization 

for the Hillsdale Police Department; and  

WHEREAS, the current Table of Organization needs to be  revised in order to accommodate an increase 

in staff so as to allow the Police Department to participate in an Officer Loan Program with federal agencies 

involving the loan of an officer full-time for at least a period of a year, as recommended by the Police Chief  and 

approved by the  Mayor and Council,  

WHEREAS, participation in this Officer Loan Program may result in significant revenue to the Hillsdale 

Police Department that could offset the additional expense the Borough would incur in future years by agreeing 

to replace the loaned officer with an officer to be newly hired, 

WHEREAS, the Hillsdale Police Department has agreed to apply all the potential future revenue to reduce 

what it would otherwise request from the Borough to fund its operations and capital acquisitions, subject to the 

limitations and provisos of the Officer Loan Program as stipulated by the federal agencies and the U.S. Department 

of Justice,  

WHEREAS, because of the uncertainty of the revenue stream, it is in the best interest of the Borough of 

Hillsdale that the Police Chief, the Borough Administrator, and the Certified Municipal Finance Officer monitor 

the financial impact of the Officer Loan Program on the Borough to insure that revenues, both actual and projected, 

cover the full cost of having to add an additional officer to facilitate the Program;  and  

WHEREAS, if the Borough or the federal agency decides to terminate the participation of the Borough 

in the Officer Loan Program, the Borough will bring back the level of the police force to 19 officers as quickly as 

reasonably possible using all means available to it, as decided by the Borough Administrator after consultation 

with the Police Chief;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

Chapter 63-9 of the Code of the Borough of Hillsdale is hereby amended to read as follows:   

§ 63-9.  Creation and composition.  

A.   Pursuant to the authority granted by N.J.S.A. 40A:14-118, the Borough of  

Hillsdale hereby establishes a Police Department in and for the Borough of Hillsdale, New Jersey, to 

consist of the following positions, and the maximum number of individuals assigned to each respective 

rank, as follows: 

(1)   Chief of Police: 1 

(2)   Captain: 1 

(3)   Lieutenant: 1 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20-03_(I)a.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20-03_(I)a.pdf
http://ecode360.com/10342090#10342090
http://ecode360.com/10342091#10342091
http://ecode360.com/10342092#10342092
http://ecode360.com/10342093#10342093
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(4)   Sergeant: 5  

(5)   Patrol officers:  12. See Subsection C below. 

 

(6) Class I Special Law Enforcement Officers (SLEO I) who are special law enforcement officers 

authorized to perform routine traffic details, spectator control and other similar duties.  Class one officers shall 

be empowered to issues summons for disorderly persons and petty disorderly person’s offenses, violations of 

municipal ordinances and violations of Title 39. Class one officers are not authorized to carry a firearm and 

shall not be assigned to any duty which may require the carrying of a firearm. Such officers are subject to the 

qualifications and provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:14-146.10, et seq., including terms of office. 

(7) Class II Special Law Enforcement Officers (SLEO II) who are special law enforcement officers 

authorized to exercise full police powers and duties similar to those of a permanent, regularly appointed full-

time police officer. Class two officers may only carry a firearm while engaged in the actual performance of the 

officer’s official duties and when specifically authorized by the Chief of Police.  Such officers are subject to the 

qualifications and provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:14-146.10, et seq., including terms of office. 

(8)   Class III Special Law Enforcement Officers (SLEO III) who are retired regular police officers and who 

may from time to time be appointed and shall serve at the pleasure of the governing body for a term not to exceed 

one year, which officers shall not be members of the regular police force but shall nevertheless be under the 

control and supervision of the Chief of Police for use solely as school security officers as detailed in N.J.S.A. 

40A:14-146.10, et seq.: as necessary. 

B. This Section shall not be construed as establishing any right on the part of any member or members of the 

Police Department to appointment to any position within the Department, nor shall it be construed as 

terminating or interrupting any period of service or tenure of any member of the Hillsdale Police 

Department.  The existence and continuance of any of the above-specified offices and the number of 

appointees to each such office shall be determined by the governing body as it may, from time to time, in 

its sole discretion, deem reasonably necessary for the efficient and effective operation of the Department. 

C. In the event that there is an unfilled vacancy in any of the superior officer positions, the maximum number 

of patrol officers shall be increased by the number of such vacancies.  However, in no event shall the 

maximum number of officers in the Police Department, including the Chief, Captain, Lieutenant, 

Sergeants and Patrol Officers, but excluding Special Law Enforcement Officers, exceed 19 members, 

unless the Police Department has an officer on loan with a "On-Loan Program" , at which time the 

maximum number officers will be increased to  20 members for the duration of  the on-loan program, as 

approved by the Police Chief, Borough Administrator, and the Mayor & Council.  

D. The Borough Administrator of the Borough of Hillsdale shall be deemed to be the "appropriate 

authority" for purposes of the Borough Code and N.J.S.A. 40A:14-118.  

 

Section 2.  Ratification of Prior Actions; No Interruption in Service.   

The Borough does hereby ratify and reconfirm all prior actions concerning hiring and promotion in the Police 

Department taken prior to the adoption of this Ordinance.  Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed as 

terminating or interrupting any period of service or tenure of any member of the Hillsdale Police Department. 

Section 3.  Repeal of Inconsistent Ordinances. 

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed only to the extent 

necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect. 

Section 4.  Savings Clause. 

Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to affect any suit or proceeding impending in any court, or any rights 

acquired, or liability incurred, or any cause or causes of action acquired or existing, under any act or ordinance 

hereby repealed pursuant to this Ordinance, nor shall any just or legal right or remedy of any character be lost, 

impaired or affected by this Ordinance. 

Section 5.  Severability. 

http://ecode360.com/10342094#10342094
http://ecode360.com/10342095#10342095
http://ecode360.com/15217051#15217051
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The various parts, sections and clauses of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. If any part, sentence, 

paragraph, section or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the 

remainder of the Ordinance shall not be affected thereby. 

 

Section 6. Effective Date. 

This ordinance shall become effective upon adoption and publication as required by law. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 20-03 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 Hillsdale 

Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on February 4, 2020 and at said time and place all persons interested will be given 

an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said 

ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice of its introduction 

and of the time and place, when and where said ordinance would be considered for final passage. 

 

Motion by Council Member Lundy, Second by Council Member DeRosa._ 

 

Council Member Lundy said where it says full time officer may be released in a year, the program typically runs 

two or three years so I didn’t want to tie ourselves into a year when we really won’t know in a year. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said it refers to a minimum of a year or two.  I don’t think it is calling for a review. I think it is 

just  stating a fact.  I think it is just being descriptive.  The Chief said it would be an officer involved full-time for 

a two year commitment.  The commitment we made to the federal agency was two years.   

 

Attorney Madiao said in either case the language was not intended to be the governing body would use it after a 

year, the language was intended to be a statement of fact that the officer would be on assignment for at least a 

period of a year.  It wasn’t binding,  it was a statement of fact that the officer would be assigned out at least a 

year.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said in view of what the Captain was saying it is at least a year; if the officer on loan misbehaves 

and the agency no longer wants this individual they can cancel for whatever reason you think appropriate.  I think 

a year covers it. 

 

Captain said it was set up not to fail and that was more of the concern.   

 

Council Member Lundy didn’t want anybody to interpret it that it was going to be reviewed after a year.  Can we 

make it coincide with two years that we committed?   

 

Mayor Ruocco did not want to misstate it, at least a period of two years.   

 

Council Member Lundy said in the fourth Whereas where it says potential revenue be used to reduce what would 

otherwise be requested from the Borough for operations and capital; I know it says subject to limitations and 

provisions of the program, but could we take out to fund the operations and capital acquisitions and just say within 

the federal guidelines.  It can’t be used to fund operations except in extreme instances and we have to follow the 

federal guidelines.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said it does say you could use it for overtime, the intention is primarily capital, but you could also 

use it for overtime, you could use it for training, you could use it for a variety of operations. 

 

Council Member Lundy said this is all too broad.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said I worked with the attorney and added subject to limitations. 

 

Attorney Madiao said it is an important change but it basically says we are going to spend it on operations and 

programs within the limitations of the guidelines.  You could just say we are going to spend it within the 

limitations of the guidelines but I don’t think it matters.  I think if there are not significant changes my gut is you 

want to get the ordinance introduced.   

 

Council Member Lundy said someone from the public reading this wouldn’t know what the federal guidelines 

are and there will be no requests from the police department and that would impact our budget.   
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Mayor Ruocco said the Chief had indicated that he would not come frequently to the Council because he would 

be able to satisfy his capital program and to the extent that it covers the salary of the police officer that is hiring.   

 

Attorney Madiao said there is a sentence that can be crafted that WHEREAS the Hillsdale Police Department has 

agreed to comply with all of the future revenue to reduce what it would otherwise request from the Borough 

subject to the limitations and proviso of the Officer on Loan Program.  You are just taking out that little clause as 

to fund its operations and capital acquisitions.  If that is important strike a line through it; it indicates the Mayor’s 

language that it is intended to reduce requests and supplement the department’s income and makes it clear you 

can only spend it in accordance with the guidelines.   

 

Council Member DeRosa said he liked what the potential money could be used for.   

 

Council Member Lundy said that is my point, it doesn’t.  It is deceiving because it looks like it can be used for 

requests.  We know what they are but the public doesn’t. 

 

Council Member DeRosa said it is governed by the limitations, I am not passionate about it.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said we have had this discussion sufficiently, Council Member Lundy suggested changes.  We 

had a motion and a second so why don’t we vote on what we have in front of us.  There is no overwhelming 

sentiment to change it so let us move on and take a vote.   

 

Council Member Pizzella said why don’t we just introduce it and think about it and decide if we are going to 

change it.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said we will leave it as is and he will talk to the Chief, if the description is wrong it shouldn’t stay 

but if it is broad it should stay.  Let us take a vote on the introduction as it is now. 

 

Council Member Escobar said under the last Whereas the language using as quickly as possible I don’t want a 

new officer to feel that he may be out of a job.  Can we somehow incorporate where as quickly as possible result 

in attrition so the candidate doesn’t feel he may be out if this program doesn’t work out?   

 

Mayor Ruocco said I would leave that to the Administrator and to the Chief.  That was the intent here.  This is 

viewed by a lot of people as a bet, on getting a certain amount of money, we are going on a limb by hiring an 

additional officer.  If it doesn’t work out, the Chief agreed with the Captain and the Borough Administrator that 

we would then find a way between the Borough Administrator and the Chief to get the level back to 19.  That is 

all that is intended to be represented by this.  You can’t be too specific because you don’t know what is going to 

happen.  No one wants to see  a reduction in force, it is better to have pending retirements be the answer.   

Hopefully this program works out.                        

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members DeRosa, Escobar, Council President Horvath, Lundy, Pizzella 

Nays:  None 

Abstain:  Council Member Trochimiuk  

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): R20031 through R20035: 

R20031 Resolution to Award and Execute Contract for Animal Control Services for 2020 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale received two (2) quotes for animal services for the year 2020; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator reviewed and evaluated both said quotes; and recommends an award 

of contract to: 

 
Tyco Animal Control Service 

1 Stout Lane 
Ho-Ho-Kus, New Jersey 07423 

 

In the amount of $13,080.00 for the period of January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor be authorized to execute said contract between the 

Borough of Hillsdale and Tyco Animal Control Services. 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20031.pdf
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R20032 Authorization to Enter into a Service Agreement for Certified Recycling Professional (CRP) to 

Prepare the Annual Recycling Tonnage Report 

 

 

 WHEREAS, it is required to submit a mandated Annual Recycling Tonnage Report as required by the 

New Jersey Recycling Enhancement Act (“REA”) P.L. 2008, Chapter 6; and 

 WHEREAS, such report is to be submitted via email to the New Jersey Department of Environmental 

Protection (“NJDEP”) on or before April 30th of each year; and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is desirous of entering into a Service Agreement for retaining and 

providing CRP services of the Authority for signing and submitting of said Annual Recycling Tonnage Report; 

and 

 WHEREAS, the Borough shall retain the services of the Authority for a CRP that will be responsible 

for signing and submitting of said report to the NJDEP on or before April 30, 2020;  

 WHEREAS, the Borough designates the Superintendent of Public Works as the preparer of the report. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the term of this Service Agreement shall be for a term 

of one (1) year commencing January 1, 2020. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor is authorized to enter into such agreement with the 

Bergen County Utility Authority for such services. 

 

R20033 Resolution to Authorize the Borough Clerk to Re-advertise Requests for Qualifications for 

Borough Professionals – Public Defender 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et seq. that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized 

to advertise for the above-mentioned services for the following positions for year 2020: 

Borough Public Defender 

 

R20034 Resolution Authorizing the Execution and Award of a Non-Fair and Open Contract for Alternate 

Public Defender 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has a need to retain an Alternate Public Defender as a Non-Fair and Open 

contract pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 or 20.5; and, 

WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond ordinances to compensate said Professional; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq. commonly known as the “New Jersey Local Unit Pay to Play Law” 

that took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “non-fair and open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 

19:44A-20.1 et seq.; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has determined that William R. Fenwick, Esq. of the Law Offices of Pearce 

Law, LLC, Court Plaza North, 25 Main Street, Suite 602, Hackensack, NJ 07601 as be the most advantageous to 

the Borough; and   

WHEREAS, William R. Fenwick, Esq of the firm Pearce Law, LLC has completed and submitted a “Contribution 

Statement by Professional Business Entity” as required by Hillsdale Borough Ordinance No. 04-14, entitled, “An 

Ordinance Establishing a Borough Policy for the Awarding of Public Professional Service Contracts”; and 

Ordinance No. 11-19 “Amending Chapter 12, Contracts, Public Professional Service and Chapter 305, 

Contribution Disclosure Statements” 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20032.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20033.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20034.pdf
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hillsdale Borough Council hereby authorizes the Mayor 

and Borough Clerk to award a contract to the Law Offices of Pearce Law, LLC as Alternate Public Defender 

through December 31, 2020 or until a successor is qualified or appointed.  

 

R20035 Resolution Showing Support for the Celebration of the 100th Anniversary of Women’s Suffrage 

 

WHEREAS, the year 2020 marks the 100th anniversary of the ratification of the 19th Amendment to the 

United States Constitution, guaranteeing and protecting women’s right to vote; and 

 

WHEREAS, this centennial offers an opportunity to commemorate a milestone of democracy; that the 

right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the federal or state 

governments on account of gender; and 

 

WHEREAS, New Jersey has had a long, storied history in the suffrage movement with New Jersey 

women playing a crucial role in pursing the rights of women to vote; and 

 

WHEREAS, in 1776 women property owners were enfranchised under the New Jersey State Constitution, 

which was unique in the nation at the time. However, in 1807, the New Jersey Legislature eliminated the 

property requirement for voting rights and limited the ballot to white males; and 

 

WHEREAS, in 1867 New Jersey residents Lucy Stone and Harry Blackwell organized the New Jersey 

Woman Suffrage Association (NJWSA), devoted to gaining women’s suffrage; and 

 

WHEREAS, in 1909 New Jersey’s first open air suffrage rallies were held in Orange and Newark, led 

by Dr. Emma O. Gantz and Martha Klatshchken with NJWSA collecting 5,000 signatures for a petition 

in support of the federal amendment guaranteeing and protecting women’s constitutional right to vote; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, although the 1912 state referendum on woman’s suffrage was soundly defeated in the New 

Jersey Legislature a corner was turned for the New Jersey suffrage movement; and 

 

WHEREAS, in 1913 an automobile rally led by “General” Rosalie Jones traveled through New Jersey on the 

way to Washington, D.C., in a Suffrage Parade of over 8,000 marchers with many New Jersey women 

including event organizer Alice Paul; and 

 

WHEREAS, in 1915 a second suffrage constitutional referendum was pursued in New Jersey, New York, 

Pennsylvania, and Massachusetts with active campaigns by many suffrage organizations, including the 

“Passing of the Torch of Liberty” via tug boats on the Hudson River from New York to New Jersey, but was 

defeated in all four states October 1915; and 

 

WHEREAS, in 1917 New Jersey suffragists Allison Turnbull Hopkins, Julia Hulburt, Beatrice Reynolds 

Kinkead, and Minnie D. Abbott picketed in front of the White House as part of the Silent Sentinels and 

subsequently were arrested and imprisoned; and 

 

WHEREAS, on June 4, 1919 Congress passed the 19th Amendment guaranteeing all American women the 

right to vote; and 

 

WHEREAS, on February 9, 1920, New Jersey became the 29th state to ratify the 19th Amendment 

granting women the right to vote; and 

 

WHEREAS, shortly after the ratification of the 19th Amendment Margaret Laird and Jennie Van Ness were 

the first two women elected to the New Jersey Assembly in 1921 and in 1925 Rebecca Estelle Bourgeois 

Winston of Estell Manor was New Jersey’s first woman mayor; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, in honor of the 100th Anniversary of the Ratification of the 19th 

Amendment THE Borough of Hillsdale will light the municipal building in purple, one of the colors of the 

New Jersey Suffrage movement, for the week of February 10; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough of Hillsdale supports the efforts of New Jersey’s Suffrage 

Centennial NJ Women Vote and strongly encourages local celebrations of this historic milestone; and 
 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20035_Womana.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Proclamation.pdf
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a copy of this resolution will be forwarded to the Governor, Secretary 

of State and New Jersey League of Municipalities. 
 

 

       Adopted:  January 14, 2020  

Council Member Lundy asked for separate discussion on R20032. 

 

Motion Council Member Pizzella, Second by Council Member Lundy. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members DeRosa, Escobar, Council President Horvath, Lundy, Pizzella, Trochimiuk 

Nays:  None 

 

Resolution R20032.  She remembered when we interviewed our current DPW Superintendent it was in the 

contract whether we had to outsource that, he would be preparing tonnage reports.  There is no cost associated 

with this but she wondered why. 

 

Borough Administrator Tietjen said Mr. Haffler hasn’t attained CRP and that should come early spring so since 

he can’t sign the tonnage report and as soon as he receives that certification, he will be able to sign.   

 

Motion by Council Member Lundy, Second by Council Member DeRosa. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members Escobar, Council President Horvath, Lundy, Pizzella, Trochimiuk, DeRosa 

Nays:  None   

 

 

OFF-CONSENT: 

 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTARIES: 

 

Council Member DeRosa said the last Christmas Tree pickup is the 23rd and January 20 is Martin Luther birthday, 

keep in mind the example he set.  It is still true today, no violent protests. 

 

Council Member Lundy congratulated our new firefighter and new cadet.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said January 15 is Martin Luther King’s  birthday, born in 1929.  He was a Doctor of Theology, 

an Alabama Pastor, Noble Prize Winner and brought hundreds of peaceful protests to the deep south for the cause 

of civil rights.  He was shot and killed in Memphis, Tenn. on April 4, 1968, at the tender age of 39.  He said “Our 

lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.”    At a time when society wants to rewrite 

history and dishonor our heroes because they were not perfect by today’s standards, let it be said that he too 

wasn’t perfect, he had his flaws, but he is no less a hero and no less a great American because of that.  All Hillsdale 

residents regardless of color should regard him with pride and respect and celebrate his contributions. He made 

us a better nation.      

 

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION:   

 

 

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING: 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT:   

 

Motion to adjourn by Council Member Lundy,  Second by Council Member DeRosa, and unanimously carried.    

 

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE  

 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2020 
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Denise Kohan, Municipal Clerk  

 

          _____________________________ 

               

           APPROVED AS PRESENTED   

 


