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    Council Meeting Minutes 

January 14, 2025 
 

 

 

Mayor Sheinfield Opened the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance and giving the Open Public Meeting 

Statement.  This is a Meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 14th day of January, 2025. Notice of 

the time and place of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Bergen Record; a copy 

was posted on the bulletin board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested parties. 

Please silence all cell phones. Please wait to be recognized by the Mayor during the Public Hearing and the 

Public Comment part of the meeting.  You will need to state your name and town of residence for the record. 

Borough Clerk Kohan took roll call: 

Mayor Michael Sheinfield, Council President Osso, Councilmembers Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Ruocco,  

Trochimiuk (Borough Administrator Mike Ghassali, Borough Clerk Denise Kohan, Borough Attorney Mark 

Madaio) ï all were present 

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION: 

25055  To provide for a meeting not open to the public in accordance with the provisions of the New 

               Jersey Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 ïBorough Personnel ï Police Department 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale is subject to certain requirements of the Open 

Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 provides that an Executive Session not open to 

the public may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale to discuss in a session not open 

to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by and designated below:  

 

__ (1) Matters required by law to be confidential.  

     (2) Matters where the release of information would impair the right to receive funds. 

__ (3) Matters involving individual privacy ï  

     (4) Matters relating to collective bargaining ï  

     (5) Matters relating to the purchase, lease or acquisition of real property or the investment of public 

           funds.  

   _ (6) Matters relating to public safety and property ï  

X   (7) Matters relating to litigation, negotiations and the attorney-client privilege ï Borough Personnel ï 

    Police Department 

      (8) Matters relating to the employment relationship ï  

___(9) Matters relating to the potential imposition of a penalty. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  by the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale assembled in 

public session this date that an Executive Session closed to the public be and the same is hereby authorized for 

discussion of matters relating to the specified items designated above.  It is anticipated that the deliberations 

conducted in closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the Borough Council that 

the public interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality. 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25055.pdf
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Motion Ruocco   Second  Osso 

Ayes: Councilmember Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk 

Nays: none 

 

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING:  

 

Motion to reconvene Trochimiuk   Second Fox 

Ayes: Councilmember Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti 

Nays: none 

 

RECOGNITION/OATH OF OFFICE:  

Hillsdale Hawks Junior Football/Cheer Team 2024 Superbowl Champions           Mayor Michael Sheinfield 

 

Councilman Colletti is recognizing the Junior Hawks Football and Cheer Team for a successful year. The 

organization has continued to demonstrate excellence by not only teaching sports but also life lessons that lead 

to success. The players and cheerleaders are praised for their dedication and hard work, which leads to their 

victories. Special recognition is given to Craig Cardell for his long-term contribution to the organization, along 

with the Hawks Association officers, parents, and coaches who put in countless hours. The teamôs impressive 

record includes 37 wins and only 5 losses over the past four years, with three Super Bowl appearances, and a 

perfect 11-0 record this year, culminating in another Super Bowl victory. 

 

Co-Head Coach Mike Weaver and Cheer Coach Moreen Wolf came up to accept the awards and thanked the 

town, the parents and the mayor and council for their recognition and support. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Council Meeting Minutes December 3, 2024  

Council Meeting Minutes December 10, 2024  

Special Council Meeting Minutes December 17, 2024  

Closed Council Meeting Minutes December 17, 2024  

 

Motion Ruocco  Second Osso 

Ayes: Councilmembers Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti, Fox*  

Nays: none 

Abstain: Mazza-Chiong (all minutes), * Fox 12/3 minutes only 

 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT (time limited to 3 minutes, items on the agenda only, one topic per speaker -please 

state your name and town of residence for the record) 

Mayor Sheinfield opened the Initial Public Comment portion of the meeting. 

 

Rick Savino ï Hillsdale 

Referring to a financial agreement from Ordinance 25-6 related to a 30-year tax break for a storage facility. His 

concern is that while the storage center may be part of a larger development project, it doesn't seem to provide 

significant benefits in terms of employment. He points out that the 30-year tax break seems excessive. He 

suggests reconsidering the agreement, as there doesnôt appear to be enough justification for such a long tax 

exemption in this case. 
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Rosa Menasian ï Hillsdale 

She is a parent of three children with disabilities and is advocating for safer, more accessible playgrounds in 

town. She shared personal experiences of her childrenôs struggles, including one child with ADHD running into 

a tree and another with epilepsy breaking her wrist due to unsafe playground conditions. Additionally, one of 

her children with disabilities has no proper swing or accessible play equipment, and she faces challenges in 

obtaining a suitable stroller for her child. She is asking for better facilities and support for children with 

disabilities in the community. She acknowledges that the current Green Acres funding application may not align 

with the town's priorities but still wants her concerns to be heard, expressing a desire for improvements to ensure 

a safer, more inclusive environment for all children in the town. 

 

Father Peter ï St. Johnôs the Baptist Church 

He is here representing a community of 2,000 families from St. John the Baptist Church, who strongly opposes 

the construction of a storage facility near the churchôs entrance. He expresses concern about the location, which 

is only 30 feet from the church, and the lack of community consultation on the project. Father Peter describes a 

recent incident where construction materials were carried onto church property during a flood, endangering 

people. He finds it offensive that such a project is being considered near a place that holds significant meaning 

for the community, including for funerals and other important events. He also raises concerns about the potential 

impact on the church's property, including hydrostatic pressure, given the church is currently dealing with a 

serious insurance claim due to damage from flooding. He vows to take all necessary legal and public actions to 

protect the churchôs property and will continue to advocate strongly against the storage facility. 

 

Majid Muhammad ï Hillsdale 

Expressed gratitude to the council for approving the placement of a Ramadan crescent light in the town. He 

thanks the council for their support, which means a great deal to the local Muslim community. He highlighted 

the significance of Ramadan as a sacred month of fasting, reflection, and giving, aimed at strengthening 

connections with God and fostering unity. He invites the council and the community to join the official lighting 

ceremony on February 22nd, which will be an important celebration for the community. 

His wife Maryann and his daughter Farah also spoke to acknowledge the importance of recognizing the 

significance of Ramadan. 

 

Zahira Khan ï Montvale 

Acknowledged the support of Montvale's mayor, Ghassali, who helped with a similar Crescent lighting event 

three years ago. He expressed gratitude for the mayor's continued support and for the neighboring communityôs 

involvement in the event. He also commends the town's Department of Public Works for their participation in 

making the event possible. 

 

Seeing no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Sheinfield closed the Initial Public Comment Period of the meeting. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

1. Email from Majid Mohammed requesting the placement of a crescent during Ramadan in the park along 

with a small celebration and kickoff. 

 

2. Letter received from the Hilldale Fire Dept requesting use of the West Lot for their annual carnival from 

May 5, 2025 ï May 10, 2025. 

 

Motion to approve, receipt and file Colletti   Second Trochimiuk 

Ayes: Council President Osso, Trochimiuk, Colletti, Councilmembers Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Ruocco 

Nays: none 
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PROFESSIONAL MONTHLY REPORTS:  

Borough Engineering Report ï December 2024             Colliers Engineering 

 

Nick Chelius from Colliers provided updates on several town projects planned for 2025. The town was awarded 

a $152,000 grant for a NJDOT project, which will be further scoped and designed. They are also planning the 

2025 Riverside Cooperative Paving program, which will focus on road repairs not covered by other projects. 

Regarding the Melville Road project, construction was delayed due to weather and a water leak, but it is now 

scheduled to begin in spring 2025 with 2024 pricing. Centennial Field also faced delays due to rainy weather, 

preventing final grading and sod installation; construction will resume in early spring, with the field expected 

to open late spring. 

For Memorial Field, revisions to the concept plan are in progress, with a presentation to the council scheduled 

for February 11, 2025, after review by the Recreation Commission. 

At the request of the BA, he provided further details on the 2025 projects. For the Riverside Cooperative Paving 

program, the list of roads to be addressed is still being finalized, with an expected update in a week or two. For 

the NJDOT project, the roads initially proposed for funding are Liberty Avenue, Arcadia Way, and Wierimus 

Lane. However, the scope of this project may exceed the grant amount, which could require additional capital 

funding to complete the work. This is the current plan for 2025. 

Police Department                      Lt. Travis Woods 

Lt. Travis Woods provided a brief summary of the Hillsdale Police Department's activities in 2024. Over 20 

community policing events took place, such as book readings, junior Police Academy, Touch a Truck, Toys for 

Tots, and more, including a snow tubing event and coffee with the cop. 

Sergeant Sayers made two trips to Asheville, North Carolinaðone to donate winter jackets and another to 

deliver Christmas gifts to hurricane victims. 

Traffic updates in the town include 1,172 motor vehicle stops, 60 selective enforcement details, 67 traffic 

complaints, and 280 parking complaints. The Detective Bureau conducted 165 investigations, closing 159, with 

many involving indictable and non-indictable charges. 

The Firearms Investigation Unit handled around 170 investigations related to firearms permits, and the Humane 

Law Enforcement officer handled seven animal cruelty investigations, all of which were closed. 

Department of Public Works          Interim Superintendent Barry Peterson 

 

Recent activities in the Public Works Department included that leaf collection program for December ended on 

December 20th, with 5,979 cubic yards of leaves collected. 

   The department decorated Veterans Park and the train station for the holiday season. 

   In the month of December there were two snowstorms on December 21st and 24th, resulting in roughly 3.5 

to 4 inches of snow and the use of 150 tons of salt on local roads. 100 tons of that salt was reclaimed from 

county roads. 

The DPW installed pallet shelving in the main garage to improve storage and organization. 

 

His department also handled heating issues at the train station, caused by a dead battery in the thermostat, and 

some frozen pipes were repaired. Rubber was also installed on the bottom of the doors to help with drafts. 

Regarding the train station building, Barry explains that while some work, like painting, can be done without 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/January_2025_Engineering_Report.pdf
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New Jersey Transitôs approval, any major construction requires permission, especially for historical 

preservation. New Jersey Transit is reviewing documents for restoring the building to its original historic 

appearance, which may take some time. He also addresses issues with the train station door, noting that it has 

now been fixed and is open each morning. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Councilman ï John Ruocco  

The senior lunch at St. John the Baptist was held on December 18th, and a Christmas lunch for the 50+ Club 

took place on December 20th. The next senior lunch is scheduled for January 15th. The 50+ Club met on January 

9th, with a musical arrangement provided by Patty Hughes. 

The Board of Health met on January 21st. Communications are ongoing with the Borough Administrator 

regarding a proposed shared service agreement with the county. 

The Finance Committee met on January 14th, reviewing financial reports for both the borough and the pool 

utility, and preliminarily discussed the 2025 budget.  A surplus policy and essential services were factored into 

budget planning to minimize tax increases. The Committee will meet again on Jan 28. The budget needs to be 

introduced by April 1st and adopted by May 6th. 

The Access for All Committee met twice in December and January, electing officers and welcoming new 

members. They are planning an art show at the library in May 2025 and have set dates for upcoming arts and 

crafts workshops.  The committee also discussed the potential submission of a Jake Law Grant to fund a new 

handicap-accessible playground at Beechwood Park. Concerns were raised about the conditions of the Green 

Acres program, which would impose restrictions on the use and sale of recreational spaces if the grant is 

accepted. These conditions would affect all borough-owned recreational properties.  The council may delay 

voting on the grant until further clarification of these restrictions. Alternative funding methods and if needed, 

design plans, for the playground are being explored, including budgeting for 2025 or 2026. 

 He believes balancing the large expenditures for other projects like Memorial Field and Centennial Field with 

the need to support children and families who might not fully benefit from those renovations is important. He 

is looking for a review of all funding options and potential restrictions before moving forward with decisions. 

 

Councilwoman Janetta Trochimiuk- 

The Library Board of Trustees elected new officers, President: Amanda Miller, Vice President: Carol Schepker, 

Treasurer: Bill Bird, and Secretary: Barbara Wertheim. 

The library has returned to pre-COVID circulation levels, which is a significant achievement.  Out of 3,684 

residential addresses in Hillsdale, 1,640 households hold a library card and actively use it.  The library continues 

to be a vibrant community center, offering various programs for all ages, including presentations, concerts, and 

workshops. The library is frequently updated and renovated, making it an inviting and popular space for 

families, children, and seniors. She encourages the community to visit the library to experience these changes 

and the activities available. 

The Planning Board also elected a new panel, but the names of the new members weren't provided. The chair 

and vice chair remain the same, with Scott Raymond continuing as secretary. The mayor is also representative 

on the board, and he attended the meeting as well. 

 

Councilwoman Melissa Mazza Chiong 

The first meeting with the Ambulance Committee is scheduled for next week and she will provide an 

opportunity to engage with the committee and understand their operations. She received a comprehensive tour 

of the facilities for the Ambulance Corp. This experience provided valuable insight into the daily functions and 
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responsibilities of the team, as well as the critical role the ambulance service plays in the community.  She 

thanked Richard Savino for facilitating the visit and expressed a commitment to collaborate with the committee 

to support and enhance their efforts, with an update expected at the next meeting. 

Regarding the Local Board of Education, the George White Middle School Renovation is progressing as 

planned.  Architects, engineers, and construction managers are working to finalize the phases and prepare for 

code and bid submissions.  The Board of Education recently held a recognition event for five staff members 

who have achieved 25 years of service and the board, mayor, and council expressed gratitude for the staff's 

long-term service and the positive impact they have had on the student experience. 

Council President ï Clemente Osso 

 

The Police Committee met yesterday, introducing new members Melissa Mazza Chiong and Janetta 

Trochimiuk to Lieutenant Camporeale and Lieutenant Woods, who is also the officer in charge.  The committee 

received an overview of the police department from the officers. The PBA Local 207 Contract that was 

negotiated last year will be presented to the Mayor and Council for approval in February.  

 

The Recreation Commission met and elected their officers.  Edward Grill was elected as Chair, John Coring 

was elected as Vice Chair and Ann Cron was reappointed to her seat. 

The Recreation Basketball Program season has started with 330 registrants, which is in line with last yearôs 

registration numbers.  The spring brochure will be released on February 15, and it will include information 

about events like the Summer Concert Series, Halloween Parade, and other successful events. The public is 

encouraged to check out the Hillsdale Recreation website for full event details. 

A recommendation was made for a safety and first aid training program. The Commission will look into in 

further and see if this is something they can offer in the future. 

Councilman ï Robert Colletti Jr. 

 

The Environmental Commission held a successful Styrofoam Recycling Event in partnership with Boy Scout 

Troop 108 and the DPW. The event took place on Saturday in the west lot and was a huge success, with 78 

cars dropping off Styrofoam. The material filled a 30 or 40-yard dumpster and the back of a DPW dump truck. 

The majority of participants were from Hillsdale, with some residents from Woodcliff Lakes and Montvale.  

Numerous requests were made from the community to hold such events more regularly. The Styrofoam will 

be recycled by Poly Molding, and it will be repurposed into park benches. 

 

Borough Administrator ï Mike Ghassali 

We have a new business in town, Shah Japanese Kitchen will be opening at 321 Broadway. Waiting to hear on 

actual opening date, as one has not yet been confirmed. 

A clarification was made regarding the total cost of the Centennial Field renovation. While Council Member 

Ruocco previously mentioned the cost as just under $1 million, the actual total cost includes both past and 

current work. A breakdown of costs includes past costs (from 2019 onward), DMR: $49,000, Chris Statile 

Associates $165,000, Colliers Engineering $177,000, The Environmental Group $50,000 and the total for 

previous work: $363,000.  The new plan and engineering work costs an additional $374,000 for a total of 

$842,000 (including prior work).  Nick from Colliers Engineering stated that the drainage system installed in 

the past was not fully functional, but it wasn't a "throwaway" investment. The current work is additive and 

supplements the previous drainage improvements.  The new system is designed to work independently of the 

old system, but the previous drainage does add some benefit by storing stormwater and reducing runoff.  The 

decision to proceed with the Centennial Field renovation has resulted in increased ongoing monitoring costs 

due to the field's history as a landfill. These include intensified testing (quarterly), an additional $55,000 expense 
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for monitoring by the LSRP (Licensed Site Remediation Professional.  These costs will be an ongoing 

requirement as long as the field is in use, and some of the monitoring expenses may reduce over time, but not 

disappear entirely. 

ORDINANCES:  

25-01 ï Introduction 

An Ordinance to Amend and Supplement Ordinance 09-01 Chapter 138 ñFeesò and Chapter 71 

Swimming Pool Commission 

 

BE IT ORDAINED  by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. Chapter 138 of the Code of the Borough of Hillsdale is amended and supplemented to include 

membership fees in the following schedule and definition: Chapter 71, Swimming Pool Commission 
              

RATES FOR 2025 
 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

RESIDENT  

 

 

 

PRICE ON 

OR BEFORE  

MAY 5 

 

  

 

 

 PRICE   

AFTER   

MAY 5 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

RESIDENT 

VOLUNTEER 

DISCOUNT 25% 

  

 

    

  PRICE 

  ON OR 

BEFORE  

  MAY 5 

 

 

 

 

PRICE 

AFTER 

MAY 5 

Family of 2 ΑφψχȢππ ΑχςρȢππ Family of 2 ΑυρυȢππ ΑυτρȢππ 
Family of 3 ΑχρπȢππ ΑχτυȢππ Family of 3 ΑυσσȢππ ΑυυωȢππ 
Family of 4-5              ΑχυτȢππ ΑχωςȢππ Family of 4-5              ΑυφφȢππ ΑυωτȢππ 
Family of 6-7 ΑψρχȢππ ΑψυψȢππ Family of 6-7 ΑφρσȢππ ΑφττȢππ 
Family of 8+      $856.00     $897.00 Family of 8+     $642.00        $673.00 

The Graduate (18-25) ΑττσȢππ ΑτφυȢππ The Graduate (18-25) ΑσσςȢππ ΑστωȢππ 
Young Professional 26-49 ΑτωφȢππ ΑυςρȢππ Young Professional 26-49 ΑσχςȢππ ΑσωρȢππ 
Empty Nester 50-61 ΑσψωȢππ ΑτπωȢππ Empty Nester 50-61 ΑςωςȢππ ΑσπχȢππ 
Senior Citizen 1 62+ ΑσρπȢππ ΑσςυȢππ Senior Citizen 1 62+ ΑςσσȢππ ΑςττȢππ 
Senior Citizen 2 62+ ΑτςπȢππ ΑττπȢππ Senior Citizen 2 62+ ΑσρυȢππ ΑσσπȢππ 

 
 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

NON-RESIDENT  

 

 

 

PRICE ON 

OR BEFORE  

MAY 5 

 

 

 

PRICE 

AFTER  

MAY 5 

MEMBERSHIP 

NON-

RESIDENT 

VOLUNTEER 

DISCOUNT 

25% 

   

 

   PRICE 

   ON OR 

BEFORE  

    MAY 5 

 

 

 

PRICE 

AFTER 

MAY 5 

Family of 2 ΑωπσȢππ ΑωτωȢππ Family of 2 ΑφχχȢππ ΑχρςȢππ 
Family of 3 ΑωςυȢππ ΑωχρȢππ Family of 3  ΑφωτȢππ ΑχςψȢππ 
Family of 4-5                    $940.00     $987.00 Family of 4-5                 $705.00        $740.00 

Family of 6-7       $971.00     $1045.00 Family of 6-7    $728.00        $784.00 

Family of 8+       $995.00     $1076.00 Family of 8+    $750.00        $804.00 

The Graduate (18-25) ΑυυπȢππ ΑυχψȢππ The Graduate (18-25) ΑτρσȢππ  ΑτστȢππ 
Young Professional 26-49 ΑφπυȢππ ΑφστȢππ Young Professional 26-49 ΑτυτȢππ  ΑτχφȢππ 
Empty Nester 50-61 ΑτωχȢππ ΑυςςȢππ Empty Nester 50-61 ΑσχσȢππ  ΑσωςȢππ 
Senior Citizen 1 62+ ΑσφςȢππ ΑσψπȢππ Senior Citizen 1 62+ ΑςχςȢππ  ΑςψυȢππ 
Senior Citizen 2 62+ ΑυςπȢππ ΑυτφȢππ Senior Citizen 2 62+ ΑσωπȢππ  ΑτρπȢππ 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25-01(I).pdf
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VOLUNTEER : 

Persons serving the Borough of Hillsdale who are either elected or appointed to a Borough Board Office, Department 

or commission and who are required to take an oath of office. 

Volunteers shall include but not limited to Mayor and Council, Fire Department, Department of Health, 

Environmental Commission, Recreation Committee, Swimming Pool Commission, Hillsdale Board of Education 

Members, Police Reserve and Ambulance 

All memberships are subject to the following:  

Credit Card Convenience Fee, Implementation Fee, Return Check Fee $20.00 

 
SECTION II . Chapter 71 ñSwimming Pool Commission,ò Section 71-2 Members is hereby amended and 

supplemented as follows: 

 

MEMBERS : 

C. Compensation: The member of the commission shall serve without salary or other compensation for their service. 

Excluded from the prohibition is membership rate afforded by Borough Volunteers. 

 

SECTION III :        PRICE    

Guest Pass Discount Book       $  85.00 

Daily Guest Pass Adult (weekdays & weekends)    $  20.00 

Daily Guest Pass Child (weekdays & weekends) Under 17   $  13.00 

Daily Guest Pass Senior 62+       $  16.00 

Private Lessons Members - 1 Child ½ hour     $  45.00  

Private Lessons Members ï 2 Children ½ hour    $  65.00 

Private Lessons Non-Members 1 Child ½ hour    $  55.00 

Private Lessons Non-Members 2 Children ½ hour    $  75.00 

Group Swim Lessons Members      $ 100.00 

Group Swim Lessons Non-Members      $125.00 

Jr. Lifeguard Classes (each)       $135-$200.00 

Group Swim Lessons ï Camp Day      $  75.00 

Mommy or Daddy & Me ï Members      $  50.00 

Mommy or Daddy & Me ï Non-Members     $  65.00 

Fab Four ï Members        $  60.00 

Fab-Four ï Non-Members       $  70.00 

Babysitter each (max 2 per family)      $140.00 

Swim Team (must be a member)      $125.00 

Dive Team (must be a member)      $ 80.00  

Swim & Dive Team (Maximum)      $300.00 

Group Dive Lessons - Member      $ 50.00 

Group Dive Lessons ï Non-Members     $ 55.00 

In House Camps Seniors or Children (Per Week)           $200-500.00 

In House Camp daily use (per Senior or Child)      $  20.00 

Chair Storage Senior 62+       $  14.00   

Camp FD Fees ï HD & RV per camper     $  70.00 

Ping Pong Balls (each)       $      .25   

ID Replacement          $  12.00  

Swim Team Rental per hour       $  30.00 

Grandparent membership (must be sponsored by a member)  $180.00 

 

         MINIMUM  MAXIMUM                               
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Lounge Chair Rental Daily      $     5.00 $     20.00 

Guppy Swim Camper ï per session     $ 150.00 $   400.00 

Spirit Wear Clothing       $     3.00 $     15.00 

Selling of Snack Foods      $     1.00 $     50.00 

Fin Fitness Camp (per week ï ages 5-12)    $ 100.00 $   300.00  

Fitness Camp (per week ï adults 18+)    $ 100.00 $   400.00 

Water Polo (Adults 18+) per lane/per hour    $   22.00 $     50.00 

Dry Land Training ï per hour      $   75.00 $   200.00 

Scuba & Snorkel Instruction (per person)    $   35.00 $   300.00      

Aqua Aerobics (Members & Non-members) per class  $    10.00 $      50.00 

Yoga (Members & Non-members) per class    $    10.00 $      50.00 

Special Events (Ladies Night/Family Night & other)  $    10.00 $      65.00 

Non-Hillsdale Camp Parties/Sports Parties (1 day ï 3 hours) $  300.00 $  1200.00 

Outside Private Swim/Dive Team Rental    $4000.00 $60000.00  

Friday Nightôs 6-10 pm Non-Member Adult    $    15.00 $      20.00 

Friday Nightôs 6-10 pm Non-Member Child    $    15.00 $      12.00 

Friday Nightôs 6-10 pm Non-Member Senior 62+   $    12.00 $      15.00 

Parking Lot Use Fee       $      5.00 $10000.00 

Drool In the Pool (per pet)      $    10.00 $      50.00 

Beer Garden        $    10.00 $    500.00 

Rummage/Yard Sale       $      5.00 $      25.00 

Car Show        $    10.00 $      25.00 

Vendor Show        $    10.00 $      25.00 

Mermaid Swim Class Adult or Children    $    50.00 $    500.00  

Forever Friends Program      $    50.00 $    800.00 

Senior Citizens Camp Program     $    10.00 $    150.00 

Family Fun Day       $    10.00 $    150.00 

Dinner Theme Night       $    10.00 $    200.00 

Outside Camp Rental       $  500.00 $  6000.00 

 

PRIVATE PARTIES         HEADCOUNT  MINIMUM  MAXIMUM  

Parties until 8pm (4 hours)       100 people   $ 1000.00 $ 1200.00 

          101-150 people  $ 1300.00 $ 1800.00 

          151-200 people  $ 2000.00 $ 3000.00 

          201-300 people  $ 3500.00 $ 4000.00 

Parties after 8pm ï 11pm       100 people   $ 1200.00 $ 1800.00 

          101-150 people  $ 1900.00 $ 3000.00 

          151-300 people  $ 2500.00 $ 3100.00 

          301-400 people  $ 3200.00 $ 3600.00 

          401-500 people  $ 3700.00 $ 4200.00 

School Parties (4 hours)       $ 1400.00 $ 2000.00 

Family Parties ï Non-Members (2 hours) ï open     $   400.00 $   800.00 

Birthday Parties, Parties, Members, club open (2 hours daytime)  $   150.00 $   600.00 

  

*NO REFUNDS ON ANY MEMBERSHIP AFTER MAY 26, 2025- NO REFUNDS ON ANY MEMBERSHIP, 

PROGRAMS, GUEST PASSES OR PARTY FEES 

*New members only promotion of 10% to 20% offð one per family discount at designated open house or 

special promotion 

SECTION IV:  
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This ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage, approval and publication of notice thereof as 

required by law, and the provisions of this ordinance shall be retroactive to January l, 2025. 

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 25-01 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a Meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 Hillsdale 

Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on February 4, 2025 and at said time and place all persons interested will be 

given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to 

publish said ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice of 

its introduction and of the time and place, when and where said ordinance would be considered for final 

passage. 
 

Motion Ruocco   Second Colletti 

Ayes: Councilmembers Trochimiuk, Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco 

Nays: none 

 

25-02 ï Introduction 

An Ordinance Establishing Salary Ranges for the Staff of the Hillsdale Swimming Pool Commission in 

the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey 

 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale in the County of Bergen and State of 

New Jersey as follows: 

SECTION 1: 

The Compensation of all personnel whose services are required for the operation, maintenance and regulation of the 

Facility as approved be the Swimming Pool Commission is a s follows: 

 SALARY RANGE  

TITLE MIN. MAX  

A. Manager/Director $32,000.00 $90,000.00 

B. First Assistant $9,000.00 $28,000.00 

C. Second Assistant $8,000.00 $15,000.00 

D. Third Assistant $7,000.00 $10,000.00 

E. Fourth Assistant $6,000.00      $  9,000.00 

F. Office Manager $5,000.00 $  9,000.00 

G. Maintenance Manager $15.13 hourly    $ 21.00 hourly 

H. Pre-Season Staff $15.13 hourly      $18.00 hourly 

I. Secretary/Office Staff $15.13 hourly    $25.00 hourly 

 

SECTION 11: 

Trained Lifeguards: Part time minimum age 15 years, Full time age 16 years. Recreation: Minimum age 15 years, 

Gate: Minimum age 15 years, Cashiers Minimum age 17 years. Maintenance: Minimum age 17 years. Seasonal 

Employees over the age of 18 maintain the New Jersey State Minimum Wage. 

LIFEGUARDS  RANGE/HOURLY  GATE/REC RANGE/HOURLY 

    MIN  MAX     MIN  MAX  

    $15.13  $21.00    $15.13  $21.00 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25-02(i)a.pdf
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TITLE MIN MAX  

J. Coordinator of Group swim lessons $750.00 $2,000.00 

K. Lifeguard safety instructor $900.00 $1,500.00 

L. Head Lifeguard $700.00 $1,500.00 

M. Business Manager Swim/Dive $550.00 $1,100.00 

N. Gate Manager $600.00 $1,200.00 

O. Guppy Camp Director-3 weeks $2,000.00 $4,000.00 

P. Camp director- Other in-house camps  $1,000.00 $3,200.00 

Q. Aqua Fin Fit Camp Director (kids 5-12) $700.00 $1,100.00 

R. Aquatic Fit Camp Director (18+) $700.00 $1,100.00 

S. Adult Camp Director $500.00 $2,000.00 

T. Social Media coordinator $500.00 $4,500.00 

U. Swim lesson Instructor per lesson (group) $15.13 $30.00 

 

SECTION 111: 

A part time/halftime Lifeguard must earn at least $4,000 the previous year to move up to full time. 

ADDITIONAL RATES: 

CPR Instructor $1.25 hourly  

EMT Certification $2.00 hourly  

Teach private swim lessons (l child) $20.00 half hour  

Teach private swim lessons (2 children) 

 

Managing Director Certified Red Cross Lifeguard 

manager/Director                                                                          

 

Managing Director ï Certified Pool Operator 

 

$24.00 half hour 

 

 

$1,500.00 

 

 

$2,000.00 

 

 

TITLE MIN.       MAX  

Head Swim Coach $3,000.00       $6,000.00 

Head Dive Coach $  500.00       $4,500.00 

Assistant Dive/Swim Coach Level 1 $  400.00  $   500.00 

Assistant Dive/Swim Coach Level 2 $  500.00  $   600.00 

Assistant Dive/Swim Coach Level 3 $  600.00  $   700.00 

Assistant Dive/Swim Coach Level 4 $  700.00  $   800.00 

Assistant Dive/Swim Coach Level 5 $  800.00  $   900.00 

Yoga Instructor $  300.00  $   800.00 

Aqua Aerobics Instructor $  350.00  $   900.00 

Admin. Clerical Help 

Jr. Lifeguard Class Instructor (each class) 

  $18.00 hourly 

  $225.00 

   

     $   25.00 hourly 

$  500.00 

 

SECTION IV: 
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The compensation fixed and determined by this ordinance for the persons holding the respective offices and positions 

of employment herein named, shall in lieu of all other fees, costs and charges received and collected by such officers 

and employees shall be remitted promptly to the Borough treasurer. 

SECTION V: 

All ordinances and resolutions inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed as to such 

inconsistencies. 

 

SECTION VI: 

This ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage, approval and publications of notice. Thereof as 

required by law, and provisions of the ordinance shall be retroactive to January 1, 2025. 
 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 25-02 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a Meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 Hillsdale 

Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on February 4, 2025 and at said time and place all persons interested will be 

given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to 

publish said ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice of 

its introduction and of the time and place, when and where said ordinance would be considered for final 

passage. 
 

Motion Ruocco   Second Trochimiuk 

Ayes: Councilmembers Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk 

Nays: none 

 

25-03 ï (Introduction)  

An Ordinance Establishing Recreation Department Program and Summer Camp Fees in the Borough 

of Hillsdale 

 

BE IT ORDAINED  by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. The Hillsdale Summer Camp season for children of Hillsdale and River Vale residents and for 

children attending Hillsdale schools (St. Johnôs included) shall operate camp for a maximum of 5 weeks. 

SECTION 2. The Summer Camp Fees per registrant are as follows:    

           

      Hillsdale/ River Vale   St. Johnôs Student/ 

                                                             Resident    Non-Resident 

Camp Little Hawk (kindergarten)  $1,100     $1,150 
Camp Pascack, Grades 1 ï 4    $1,350     $1,400 

Camp Adventure, Grades 5 ï 6    $1,450        $1,500 

Field Trip Camp, Grades 7 ï 9    $1,550         $1,600 

Early reg discount before March 29, 2024 $50     $50 

Late registration fee after May 8, 2024  $75     $75 

*MUST BE PAID IN FULL TO RECEIVE DISCOUNT OR NOT INCUR LATE FEE*  

Before Camp Program (8:00 ï 9:00 am) 

Pre-Registered (all weeks)  $350     $350 

Pre-Registered  (per week)         $80     $80 

Pre-Registered (per day)  $30     $30 

No pre-registration (per day)  $40     $40 

After Camp Program (3:00 ï 6:00 pm) 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25-03(I).pdf
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Pre-Registered (all weeks)  $600     $600 

Pre-Registered  (per week)            $150     $150 

Pre-Registered (per day)  $40     $40 

No pre-registration (per day)  $45     $45 

Late pick-up (after 6:00 pm,   $25     $25 
            Per 15-minute increment.) 

NO REFUNDS 

SECTION 3. The Recreation Program Fees per registrant are as follows: 
      Hillsdale Resident   Non-Resident 

Menôs Basketball      $85     $95 

 Duplicate Bridge                 $25     $35 

 Indoor Soccer                  $55     $70 

 Youth basketball (kindergarten clinic)   $90     $100 

 Youth Basketball (1,2, Grade Clinic)   $95     $105 

 Youth Basketball (3rd to 8th Grade,    $130, per  child    $140 

 Youth Basketball (9th to 12th Grade, *RV) $130 each child   $140 

Womenôs Volleyball      $60         $70 

Girls Instructional Volleyball     $75     $90 

Menôs 18 & over Softball     $650/per team    N/A 

Menôs 35 & over Softball     $70     $80 

Womenôs 18 & over Softball     $65     $75 

Wrestling       $150     $160 

Rutgers Coaches Class     $50     $60 

Art Program, per class or (session)          $25 - $250                                 N/A 

Cooking per class or (session)  $15-$100    N/A 

PGA Golf Program   $100-$500    N/A 

Navigators and Voyager Programs $25-$75                $25-$75   

Tennis Program    $75-$150                $75-$150 

Womenôs Basketball 18+  $65     $65 $75 

Kickball Adults    $60-$65    $60-$65 

Kickball kids    $45-$55    $45-$55 

Pickleball    $30-$200    $30-$200 

Outdoor Volleyball   $60-$80    $60-$80 

Chess     $50-$100    $50-$100 

Flag Football     $100-$150    $100-$150 

Ski Program    $50-$100    $50-$100 

First Friends (per child)   $5-$10     $5-$10 

Ice Skating    $125-$130    $125-$130 

Returned Check Fee   $20     $20 

Car show participantôs   $25-$35    $25-$35 

Vendors     $30-$75    $30-$75 

5k run     $5-$75     $5-$75 

Music Program    $100-$300    $100-$300 

Late Fee    $25     $25 

Credit Card Convenience Fee  3%     3% 
Use of Beechwood Park ï Field Use $50     $85 

Various Misc. Recreation Programs $5-$100    $5-$100 

 

BEECHWOOD PARK RENTAL  

Beechwood Park rental w/o band shell   Beechwood Park rental w/o band shell and Picnic area 

(resident use only)   and picnic area (Hillsdale only commercial business) 

$100 under 50 people     $150 under 50 People 

$150 51-100 people     $250 51-100 people 

$200 101-200 people     $350 101-200 people 
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$250 201-300 people     $450 201-300 people 

$TBD 301-500 people     $TBD 301-500 people 

 

Beechwood Park rental band shell/picnic area Beechwood Park rental Band Shell/picnic area 

(Non-resident only)    (Non-resident Commercial business) 

$125 under 50 people     $175 under 50 People 

$175 51-100 people     $325 51-100 people 

$250 101-200 people     $425 101-200 people 

$300 201-300 people     $525 201-300 people 

$TBD 301-500 people     $TBD 301-500 people 

 

Use of Beechwood Park ï Field Use additional charge $50 (3-hour max) Residents, 

Nonresidents $85 (3-hour max)  

 

Field rental* non-Hillsdale Team   $125 per practice (max 3 hours) 

Field rental *non-Hillsdale Team   $125 per game (max 3 hours) 

Field rental *non-Hillsdale Team   $250 per game with lights max (3 hours) 

¶ Memorial, Stonybrook and Centennial Fields 

 

All programs and field rentals are NON-REFUNDABLE.  

& Are subject to a Covid-19 Fee of %10 per person 

 

** No Organized Sport or teams 

 

*Grades 9-12 includes Pascack Valley High School Students (River Vale) including all girlôs 3rd to 9th grade. 
 

 

 

SECTION 4. All ordinances and resolutions inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed 

as to such inconsistencies. 

SECTION 5. This ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage, approval and publication of notice 

thereof as required by law and shall be retroactive to January 1, 2025. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 25-03 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a Meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 Hillsdale Avenue, 

Hillsdale, New Jersey, on February 4, 2025 and at said time and place all persons interested will be given an 

opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said 

ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice of its introduction and 

of the time and place, when and where said ordinance would be considered for final passage. 
 

Motion Ruocco   Second Mazz Chiong 

Ayes: Councilmembers Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti 

Nays: none 

 

25-04 ï Introduction 

An Ordinance Establishing Salaries for the Recreation Department 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 25-04 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a Meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 Hillsdale Avenue, 

Hillsdale, New Jersey, on February 4, 2025 and at said time and place all persons interested will be given an 

opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24-04A_(I).pdf
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ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice of its introduction and 

of the time and place, when and where said ordinance would be considered for final passage. 
 

Motion Osso   Second Trochimiuk 

Ayes: Councilmembers Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti, Fox 

Nays: none 

 

25-05 ï Introduction 

Ordinance of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, New Jersey Adopting an Amendment to the 

Hillsdale-Patterson Street Redevelopment Plan 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 25-05 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a Meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 Hillsdale Avenue, 

Hillsdale, New Jersey, on February 11, 2025 and at said time and place all persons interested will be given an 

opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said 

ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice of its introduction and 

of the time and place, when and where said ordinance would be considered for final passage. 

 

Motion Trochimiuk   Second Mazza Chiong 

 

Councilman Ruocco added a discussion that involves a potential concern raised by the Pastor of St. John the Baptist 

regarding possible increased flooding in the area. He expressed his concern about the impact of developments, 

specifically the self-storage development, on the local flooding situation. However, the Mayor and Council 

emphasized that the work done so farðincluding the addition of retention tanks in both residential developments and 

the self-storage developmentðmay help with water retention and prevent increased flooding. The Council would 

remain open to any scientific studies or engineer reports that argue otherwise. 

Additionally, there was a question about whether a meeting date should be changed from February 4th to February 

11th. The decision was made to change it to February 11th to accommodate St. John the Baptist, allowing more time 

for their consideration. 

The motion for the change will be scheduled for the February 11th meeting, with no further discussion on the matter 

at the time of the meeting. 

Ayes: Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Councilmembers Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong 

Nays: none 

 

25-06 - Introduction 

Ordinance of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey Approving an Application for 

a Long-Term Tax Exemption and Authorizing the Execution of a Financial Agreement with Piermont Avenue 

Urban Renewal Related to the Redevelopment of Block 1208, Lot 1 on the Tax Maps of the Borough 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 25-06 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a Meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 Hillsdale Avenue, 

Hillsdale, New Jersey, on February 11, 2025 and at said time and place all persons interested will be given an 

opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said 

ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice of its introduction and 

of the time and place, when and where said ordinance would be considered for final passage. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25-05(I)_FINAL.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25-06_(I)_Updated_1.13.25.pdf


Council Meeting 

January 14, 2025 

 

16 

 

Motion Ruocco   Second Osso 

 

Councilman Ruocco added that he and Councilman Colletti were disappointed that at the first attempt to 

introduce this did not have fiscal plans.  They have since been added and it adds to the revenue stream that the 

council is looking for.  He again wants to make sure the neighbors have a chance to review and would be open 

to any scientific evidence that it causes harm to their properties.  Councilwoman Trochimiuk would also like to 

move the adoption of this Ordinance to February 11, 2025 as well.   

 

Ayes: Councilmembers Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso 

Nays: none 

 

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): 25039 through 25054: 

25039 Resolution Awarding a Non-Fair and Open Agreement to Whalen & Ives for HVAC Repairs and 

Supplies 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has a need to purchase HVAC repair Supplies and services throughout the year for 

its HVAC systems; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Interim Superintendent of Public Works has recommended that Whalen & Ives, Inc, 180 

Kinderkamack Road, Park Ridge, NJ 07656 provide these goods and/or services to the Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, this contract is being awarded as an open-ended contract in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-11.10 

for a one (1) year period from January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025 at an amount not to exceed 

$10,000.00; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that Whalen 

& Ives, Inc, 180 Kinderkamack Road, Park Ridge, NJ 07656 is hereby awarded a Non-Fair and Open Agreement 

to provide HVAC repair supplies and services in the as required amount not to exceed $10,000.00 for a one (1) 

period from January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that this contract has met the requirements as a Non-Fair and Open Contract 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 et seq.; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Hillsdale authorizes the Borough of Hillsdale to enter into a contract with Whalen and Ives, Inc as described 

herein. 
 

25040 was pulled to off consent 

 

25041 Resolution Authorizing the Submission of a Grant Application and Execution of a Grant Agreement 

with the Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation for the Purchase of New Body Armor and Outer 

Carriers for the Hillsdale Police Department 
 

WHEREAS, the Hillsdale Police Department desires to apply for and obtain a non-matching grant from the 

Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation to carry out a project to purchase new body armor and outer carries 

at no cost to the Borough for the Hillsdale Police Department; and  

 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED , that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale does hereby 

authorize the application for such a grant; and, recognizes that the Foundation may offer a lesser or greater 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25039.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25041.pdf
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amount and therefore, upon receipt of the grant agreement from the Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation, 

does further authorize the execution of any such grant agreement between the Hillsdale Police Department and 

the Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED , that the mayor and/or Borough Administrator are authorized to sign the 

application, and that they or their successors in said titles are authorized to sign the agreement and any other 

documents necessary in connection therewith.  
 

25042 was pulled to off consent by Councilman Ruocco 

 

25043 Resolution Awarding a Non-Fair and Open Contract for Plumbing and Heating Services with Hodges 

& Son Plumbing & Heating 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has a need to acquire plumbing and heating services from Hodges & 

Son Plumbing & Heating as a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 or 

20.5 as appropriate; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Director of the Stonybrook Swim Club has recommended that Hodges & Son Plumbing & 

Heating of 40 Second Avenue Westwood, New Jersey 07675 provide such services for the Borough of Hillsdale; 

and   

 

WHEREAS, this contract is being awarded as an open-ended contract in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-11.10 

for a one (1) year period from January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025 at an amount not to exceed 

$13,000.00; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that Hodges 

& Son Plumbing & Heating of 40 Second Avenue Westwood, New Jersey 07675 is hereby awarded a Non-Fair 

and Open Agreement to plumbing and heating services in the as required amount not to exceed $13,000.00 for 

a one (1) period from January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that this contract has met the requirements as a Non-Fair and Open Contract 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 et seq.; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale authorizes 

the Borough of Hillsdale to enter into a contract with Hodges & Son Plumbing & Heating as described herein; 

and, 
 

25044 Resolution Authorizing the Release of a Performance Bond Totaling $3461.00 Provided by 305 

Patterson Street, LLC in Connection with the Development Located at Block 1212 Lot 15.02, 

Commonly Known as 305 Patterson Street 
 

WHEREAS, 305 Patterson Street, LLC (ñOwnerò) posted a Performance Bond totaling $3,461.00 

(ñPerformance Bondò) in connection with the development located at Block 1212 Lot 15.02 on the Tax Maps 

of the Borough of Hillsdale (ñBoroughò), commonly known as 305 Patterson Street, Hilldale, NJ 07642 

(ñPropertyò); and, 

 

WHEREAS, the Performance was received by the Planning Board and Finance Department; and   

 

WHEREAS, the Offices of Christopher P. Statile, P.A. (ñPlanning Board Engineerò) inspected the property 

and found the bonded improvements in satisfactory condition; and 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25043a.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25044.pdf
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WHEREAS, the Hillsdale Planning Board granted Preliminary and Final Site Plan approval with use and bulk 

variances as memorialized in Resolution #2017-09 dated April 25, 2017; and 

 

WHEREAS, based on the above, the Engineer has recommended the release of the Safety and Stabilization 

bond in the amount of $3,461.00. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale authorizes 

the Borough of Hillsdale to release the Safety and Stabilization Bond, totaling $3,461.00 to 305 Patterson Street, 

LLC. 
 

25045 Resolution Approving a Waiver to Serve Alcohol at Special Events Located at Stonybrook Swim Club 

 

WHEREAS, Borough Code of the Borough of Hillsdale prohibits the consumption of alcohol on Borough 

Property; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Stonybrook Pool Commission would like to sponsor special events to be held during the 2025 

season at Stonybrook Swim Club and; 

 

WHEREAS, no swimming will be allowed at any of these events but will be open all members and non-

members over the age of 21 and will feature live music and outdoor games to participate in; and 

 

WHEREAS, the sponsors desire to have a Beer Garden as part of the events, with pre-approval from the Alcohol 

and Beverage Control Board, the Borough Clerk and the Police Chief or Officer in Charge. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey, that there shall be a waiver from said Borough Code allowing alcohol on Borough Property during 

the 2025 season only for the dates, locations and times approved by the Commission in advance and in 

conjunction with the vendor approval from the Alcohol and Beverage Control Board. 

 

25046 Resolution Approving a Waiver to Serve Alcohol at Special Events Located at Beechwood Park 

 

WHEREAS, Borough Code of the Borough of Hillsdale prohibits the consumption of alcohol on Borough 

Property; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Hillsdale Recreation Commission would like to sponsor special events to be held during 2025 

at Beechwood Park and; 

 

WHEREAS, these events will be open to all residents and will offer various activities to participate in; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Recreation Committee desires to have a Beer Garden as part of these events for all residents 

over the age of 21, with pre-approval from the Alcohol and Beverage Control Board, the Borough Clerk and 

the Chief of Police/Officer in Charge. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey, that there shall be a waiver from said Borough Code allowing alcohol on Borough Property during 

2024 only for the dates, locations and times approved by the Commission in advance and in conjunction with 

the vendor approval from the Alcohol and Beverage Control Board, the Borough Clerk and the Chief of 

Police/Officer in Charge. 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25045a.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25046a.pdf
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25047 Resolution Authorizing the Return of Unused Escrow Funds 

 

WHEREAS, the following applications have been made to the Borough of Hillsdale for approvals and has 

since received such approval; and 

 

WHEREAS, requests were made by the applicants to have any unused escrow funds be returned; and 

 

WHEREAS, it was reported by the Finance Department that a balance does remain in each of the listed 2025 

General Trust Escrow Accounts below and funds may be refunded to each applicant; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, that the funds 

on deposit in the 2025 General Trust Account in connection with the properties listed below in Hillsdale, NJ 

07642; be released/refunded by the Borough. 

 

BLOCK  LOT   DESCRIPTION   REFUND AMOUNT   PROJECT # 

407  9  Removal of curb   $50.00   CURB000655 

714 2  Replace & Install Curb  $50.00   CURB000656 

603 9  Replace Concrete Drop Curb  $50.00   CURB000657 

407 8  Replace Concrete Curb  $50.00   CURB000660 

1303 10  Replace Concrete Curb  $50.00   CURB000661 

1607 2.1  Replace Concrete Drop Curb  $50.00   CURB000662 

1518 10  Replace Concrete Drop Curb  $50.00   CURB000663 

802 17  Addition to home   $55.00   SAL0020002 

1706 44  Soil Escrow    $355.00  CAT0040002 

305 1  Replace Sidewalk   $350.00  MON0050002 

 

 

25048 Resolution Authorizing Refund of Duplicate Payment 

 

WHEREAS, a request was made by ANJEC that a duplicate grant payment was made in error to the Borough 

of Hillsdale and has requested that the duplicate payment be refunded; and 

 

WHEREAS, it was reported by the Finance Department that a duplicate payment was made in the listed 

Revenue Account below and the funds may be refunded to ANJEC; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, that the funds 

on deposit in the 2025 General Trust Account in connection with 2023 ANJEC Grant be released/refunded by 

the Borough. 

 

Refund to:  

ANJEC 

PO Box 157 

Mendham, NJ 07945        $ 500.00 

 

Total to be refunded                   $ 500.00 
 

       

25049 Surplus Policy 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale desires to set a policy for the 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25047A.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25048.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25049.pdf
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unreserved, undesignated Fund Balance: and 

 

WHEREAS, after careful consideration and recommendation from the Chief Financial Officer and Borough 

Administrator the Mayor and Borough Council has determined that the Fund Balance post Budget Adoption on 

any given year should be between 15 percent and 20 percent of the current yearôs Inside Cap operating budget; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale desires to establish an appropriate strategy if the post Budget Adoption 

Fund Balance drops below the 15 percent minimum or exceeds the 20 percent maximum; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  by the Mayor and Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale 

that the policy for the unreserved, undesignated Fund Balance shall be as follows: 

 

1. The Fund Balance post Budget Adoption of any given year should be between 15 percent and 20  

percent of the current yearôs Inside Cap operating budget; 

2. If the fund balance drops below the 15 percent minimum, the Governing Body shall take such action,  

aided by an economic plan developed by the Chief Financial Officer and the Borough Administrator  

to restore the fund to the acceptable level within two (2) years. 

3. The Chief Financial Officer and the Borough Administrator shall devise a plan to be submitted to the 

Finance Committee from a mixture of the following elements designed to restore the Fund Balance: 

 

a. Decrease the amount of surplus anticipated in the current and/or succeeding yearôs budget; 

b. Increase the amount appropriated for the Reserve for Uncollected Taxes; 

c. Evaluate funding level of reserves (accumulated absence, storm removal, tax appeal) and 

reduce reserve year budget transfers if appropriate. Reduce anticipated Miscellaneous  

d. Revenues in current and/or succeeding budgets. 

 

4. If the fund balance exceeds the 20% maximum, the portion above the top limit should be added to  

the amount of surplus anticipated in the current budget, and should be specifically dedicated to reduce 

short term debt and/or used to increase the contribution to the Capital Improvement Fund and/or used 

to increase the appropriation for various reserves ensuring that they are adequately funded and/or used 

to mitigate property tax increases. 

5. After the Annual Financial Statement has been filed, the Chief Financial Officer shall report to the  

Borough Administrator and Finance Committee on the status of the fund balance as it relates to this  

policy, which report shall be considered during budget deliberations. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  that it shall be the policy of the Borough of Hillsdale to maintain an adequate 

fund balance at all times, which fund is necessary to provide the cash required to meet the Boroughôs obligations 

and operations during those periods between tax collection cycles. 
 

 

25050 Resolution Hiring Temporary Snow Plow Operators for the Department of Public Works 

WHEREAS, there exists a need for a Temporary Snowplow Operators within the Borough of Hillsdale 

Department of Public Works; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the following meet the requirements to fill the position(s) at the Department of Public Works: 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25050a.pdf
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   Ron Hoiem - $35/hr. CDL 

Chris Kelly - $35/hr. CDL 

Aidan Peterson - $35/hr. CDL 

Jeff Schuster - $25/hr. Non CDL 

Mike Griffin Jr. - $25/hr.  Non CDL 

Justin Ramirez - $25/hr. Non CDL (snow removal only) $18/hr. seasonal       

Marcus Gehm - $25/hr. Non CDL (snow removal only) $18/hr. seasonal 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  by the Mayor and Council Borough that those listed above are 

hereby appointed to the position of Temporary Snowplow Operator in the Department of Public Works, 

retroactive from January 1, 2025 through April 1, 2025, at the hourly rates listed above and at not to exceed 40 

hours per week. 
 

25051 Resolution Authorizing the Borough of Hillsdale Police Department to Participate in the Defense 

Logistics Agency, Law Enforcement Support Office, 1033 Program to Enable the Hillsdale Police 

Department to Request and Acquire Excess Department of Defense Equipment 

 

WHEREAS, The United States Congress authorized the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) Law Enforcement 

Support Office (LESO) 1033 to make use of excess Department of Defense personal property by making that 

personal property available to municipal, county and State law enforcement agencies (LEAs); and  

 

WHEREAS, DLA, rules mandate that all equipment acquired through the 1033 Program remains under control 

of the requesting LEA; and  

 

WHEREAS, participation in the 1033 Program allows municipal and County LEAs to obtain property they 

might not otherwise be able to afford in order to enhance community preparedness, response and resiliency; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, although property is provided through the 1033 Program at no cost to the municipal and county 

LEAôs, these entities are responsible for the costs associated with delivery, maintenance, fueling and upkeep of 

the property, and for the specialized training on any acquired property.  

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:5-30.2 requires that the governing body of the municipality or county approve, by 

a majority of the full membership, both the enrollment in, and the acquisition of any property thru the 1033 

Program. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED , by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that the 

Hillsdale Police Department is hereby authorized to enroll in the 1033 Program for no more than a one-year 

period, with authorization to participate terminating in December 31 of 2025.  

 

NOW THEREFORE IT BE FURTHER RESOLVED , that the Hillsdale Police Department is hereby 

authorized to acquire items of non-controlled property designated ñDEMIL-Aò, which may include office 

supplies, office furniture, computers, electronic equipment, generators, field packs, non-military vehicles, 

clothing, traffic and transit signal systems, exercise equipment, farming and moving equipment, storage devices 

and containers, tools, medical and first aid equipment and supplies, beds and sleeping mats, wet and cold 

weather equipment and supplies, respirators, binocular, and any other supplies or equipment of non-military 

nature identified by the LEA, if it shall become available in the period of time for which this resolution 

authorizes, based on the needs of the Hillsdale Police Department without restriction.  

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25051.pdf
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED , that the Hillsdale Police Department is hereby authorized to acquire the 

following ñDEMIL B through Qò Property, if it shall become available in the period of time for which this 

resolution authorizes.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED , that the Hillsdale Police Department shall develop and implement a full 

training plan and policy for the maintenance and use of the acquired property. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Hillsdale Police Department shall provide a quarterly accounting of 

all property obtained thru the 1033 Program which shall be available to the public upon request.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED , that this resolution shall take effect immediately and shall be valid to 

authorize requests to acquire property that may be made available through the 1033 Program during the period 

of time which this resolution authorizes; with Program participation and all property request authorizations 

terminating on December 31, 2025.  

 

25052 Resolution authorizing Renewal of the boroughôs Participation in the Sourcewell Cooperative 

Purchasing Program, Omnia Partners Cooperative Purchasing Program 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 52:34-6.2b (3) provides that any contracting unit authorized to purchase goods, or to 

contract for services, may make purchases and contract for services through the use of a nationally recognized 

and accepted cooperative purchasing agreement that has been developed utilizing a competitive bidding process 

by another contracting unit within the State of New Jersey, or within another state, when available; and 

 

WHEREAS, Sourcewell Cooperative Purchasing Program, Omnia Partners Cooperative Purchasing Program 

are valid cooperative purchasing programs as defined for us by P.L. 2011, c.139 and advertised competitive 

sealed bidding is utilized by all for their procurement which satisfies the New Jersey state law; and 

 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., and guidance 

provided by Local Finance Notice 2012-10, membership in a cooperative purchasing program must be renewed 

on an annual basis unless otherwise provided by law; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that it hereby 

authorizes the renewal of the Agreement with Sourcewell Purchasing Program and Omnia Partners Cooperative 

Purchasing Program for the calendar year 2025; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that this Resolution may serve as authorization for renewal of the Agreements 

on file and no further action is required on the part of the Borough unless otherwise dictated by the 

aforementioned entities for the Boroughôs continues participation in their Cooperative Purchasing Programs. 

 

 

25053 Resolution Authorizing Purchases from Certain Approved State Contract Vendors Pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12(A) and Authorizing Participation in and Contracts with Vendors Pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 40a:11-11(6) 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12(a) and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c), may, by 

this resolution and a properly executed purchase order and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or 

services under any contract or contracts for such goods or services entered into on behalf of the State by the 

Division of Purchase and Property; and 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25052.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25053.pdf
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WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.5(b), no contract amount shall be chargeable or certified until such 

time as the goods or services are ordered or otherwise called for prior to placing the order, and a certification of 

availability of funds is made by the Chief Financial Officer; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11(6), may, by this resolution and a 

properly executed purchase order and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services from certain 

approved contract vendors under the Educational Services Commission of New Jersey Cooperative Pricing 

System (ESCNJ), Hunterdon County ESC Cooperative Purchasing (HCESC), The New Jersey Cooperative 

Purchasing Alliance (NJCPA), NJ State Contract (NJSTART), Passaic County Cooperative Pricing System 

(PCCP), Somerset County Cooperative Pricing System (SOCCP), Riverside Cooperative Pricing System, 

Bergen County Cooperative Pricing System, Cranford Police Cooperative Pricing System; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has the need on a timely basis to purchase goods or services utilizing 

Educational Services Commission of New Jersey Cooperative Pricing System (ESCNJ), Hunterdon County 

ESC Cooperative Purchasing (HCESC), The New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Alliance (NJCPA), NJ State 

Contract (NJSTART), Passaic County Cooperative Pricing System (PCCP), Somerset County Cooperative 

Pricing System (SOCCP), Riverside Cooperative Pricing System, Bergen County Cooperative Pricing System, 

Cranford Police Cooperative Pricing System contracts from January 1, 2025 to December 31, 2025; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale intends to enter into contracts with the attached referenced Educational 

Services Commission of New Jersey Cooperative Pricing System (ESCNJ), Hunterdon County ESC 

Cooperative Purchasing (HCESC), The New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Alliance (NJCPA), NJ State 

Contract (NJSTART), Passaic County Cooperative Pricing System (PCCP), Somerset County Cooperative 

Pricing System (SOCCP), Riverside Cooperative Pricing System, Bergen County Cooperative Pricing System, 

Cranford Police Cooperative Pricing System vendors through this resolution and properly executed purchase 

orders, which shall be subject to all the conditions applicable to the respective aforementioned current agenciesô 

contracts. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale is hereby 

authorized to participate in the Educational Services Commission of New Jersey Cooperative Pricing System 

(ESCNJ), Hunterdon County ESC Cooperative Purchasing (HCESC), The New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing 

Alliance (NJCPA), NJ State Contract (NJSTART), Passaic County Cooperative Pricing System (PCCP), 

Somerset County Cooperative Pricing System (SOCCP), Riverside Cooperative Pricing System, Bergen County 

Cooperative Pricing System, Cranford Police Cooperative Pricing System for the purpose of purchasing work, 

materials and supplies; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that these agencies, entering into contracts on behalf of the Borough of 

Hillsdale, shall be responsible for complying with the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law (U 

N.J.S.A.U 40A:11-1 et seq.) and all other provisions of the revised statutes of the State of New Jersey; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Purchasing Agent is hereby authorized to purchase certain goods or 

services from those approved Educational Services Commission of New Jersey Cooperative Pricing System 

(ESCNJ), Hunterdon County ESC Cooperative Purchasing (HCESC), The New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing 

Alliance (NJCPA), NJ State Contract (NJSTART), Passaic County Cooperative Pricing System (PCCP), 

Somerset County Cooperative Pricing System (SOCCP), Riverside Cooperative Pricing System, Bergen County 

Cooperative Pricing System, Cranford Police Cooperative Pricing System vendors on the attached list pursuant 

to all conditions of the individual contracts; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to 

N.J.A.C.U 5:30-5.5(b), shall either certify the full maximum amount against the budget at the time the contract 
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is awarded, or no contract amount shall be chargeable or certified until such time as the goods or services are 

ordered or otherwise called for prior to placing the order, and a certification of availability of funds is made by 

the Chief Financial Officer; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the duration of the contracts referenced herein shall be from January 1, 

2025 to December 31, 2025. 

 

25054 was pulled by Councilman Ruocco to off consent 

 

Motion Trochimiuk   Second  Colletti 

Ayes: Councilmembers Trochimiuk, Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco 

Nays: none 

 

OFF-CONSENT: 

25040 Resolution Supporting Amendment to the Fair Housing Act (FHA) as Proposed by the New Jersey 

Institute of Local Government Attorneys (NJILGA) 

 

WHEREAS, the current standards embodied in the New Jersey Fair Housing Act (ñFHAò) impose 

overwhelming burdens on municipalities as demonstrated by the fact that the Act calls for the imposition of a 

statewide affordable housing obligation of 84,690 just for Round 4 on municipalities that only issued 99,956 

Certificates of Occupancy in the 2010-2020 period used to establish prospective need obligations for Round 4; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the imposition of excessive obligations does not create the realistic opportunity for the 

construction of more housing; and  

 

WHEREAS, the imposition of excessive obligations disincentivizes municipalities to voluntarily comply ï an 

overarching goal of all three branches of government; forces municipalities to overdevelop, and spikes the 

obligations on taxpayers as municipal governments are left no choice but to commit to expensive compliance 

techniques in order to try to ameliorate the concerns of their communities with overdevelopment; and 

 

WHEREAS, even handed justice requires that the obligations imposed by our laws must be realistic in order 

to justify imposing an obligation of constitutional dimension on municipalities to create a realistic opportunity 

for affordable housing; and 

 

WHEREAS, the overwhelming impact of our current laws can be easily addressed merely by redefining the 

manner in which the regional need is calculated to be faithful to a principle embodied in the FHA despite its 

many changes over almost 40 years; and 

 

WHEREAS, more specifically, the FHA has consistently defined the prospective need to include ña projection 

of housing needs based on development and growth which is reasonably likely to occur in a region or a 

municipality, as the case may be, as a result of actual determination of public and private entitiesò 

N.J.S.A.52:27D-304 (j); and 

 

WHEREAS, the determination of the number of new units adjusted to remove tear down/rebuilds represents a 

far more solid foundation to project ñdevelopment and growth which is reasonably likely to occurò than any 

other standard; and 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25040.pdf
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WHEREAS, traditional 20 percent inclusionary zoning ï the counterpart to exclusionary zoning-will only 

create a realistic opportunity for affordable housing if there is a sufficient market for the four market units 

needed to subsidize the fifth affordable unit; and 

 

WHEREAS, the demand for market housing is essential to determining the creation of a realistic opportunity 

for affordable housing; and  

 

WHEREAS a system that requires the construction of affordable housing in tandem with market housing 

ensures that as this state grows, it will grow with affordable housing without spawning the overdevelopment 

and spike in taxes that has led to an exodus of citizens leaving our state; and 

 

WHEREAS, a standard that ensures that as our state grows it grows with a commensurate number of affordable 

housing units will put the doctrine on a trajectory that will avoid the doctrine from crumbling under its own 

weight by forcing municipalities to try to address overwhelming obligations; and   

 

WHEREAS, fortunately, the New Jersey Institute of Local Government Attorneys has expressed its support 

for Legislation that defines the prospective need based upon ñdevelopment and growth which is reasonably 

likely to occurò; and 

 

WHEREAS, the redefinition of the affordable housing obligations of municipalities is not remarkable, but is 

rather a step in the continuous evolution of the doctrine since its inception in Mount Laurel I after which the 

obligation has been redefined multiple times; and 

 

WHEREAS, our Supreme Court has emphasized that the issue of affordable housing is best left for the 

Legislature in that courts are ill equipped to deal with these issues and hence pledge to show great deference to 

the pronouncements of the Legislature; and 

  

WHEREAS, this pledge for deference bodes well for any redefinition of the obligation-particularly one rooted 

in reality and designed to ensure that as municipalities grow with market housing, they grow with affordable 

housing; and 

 

WHEREAS, for the above reasons, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale (hereinafter the 

ñBoroughò) has determined that the Boroughôs prospective need, and the prospective need for all New Jersey 

municipalities for the fourth round and all future rounds of affordable housing obligations, should be calculated 

using NJILGAôs proposed CO-based methodology rather than the current FHA methodology based on 

ñhousehold change,ò and that NJILGAôs proposed FHA amendment should be enacted by the New Jersey 

legislature as soon as possible; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, in the 

County of Bergen, and State of New Jersey, that the New Jersey legislature is hereby requested to enact the 

amendment to the Fair Housing Act that has been recommended by the New Jersey Institute of Local 

Government Attorneys and is attached hereto; and 

 

Motion (as amended) Ruocco   Second Osso 

Councilman Colletti would like to strike the verbiage of ñthereby turning our Garden State into the Garden 

Apartment State as it is an opinion. Which was found in the third Whereas. 

Ayes: Councilmembers Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk 

Nays: none 
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25042 Resolution Authorizing the Submission of a Grant Application and Execution of a Grant Agreement 

with the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for the Purchase of More Inclusive and 

Updated Playground Equipment for the Borough 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale - Recreation Department desires to apply for and obtain a grant from the 

New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for approximately $485,745.00 (25% of the project to be funded 

by the Borough ï approximately $162,500.00) to carry out a project to purchase more inclusive and updated 

playground equipment for the Borough; and  

 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED , that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale does hereby 

authorize the application for such a grant; and, recognizes that the Department may offer a lesser or greater 

amount and therefore, upon receipt of the grant agreement from the New Jersey Department of Community 

Affairs, does further authorize the execution of any such grant agreement; and also upon receipt of the fully 

executed agreement from the Department, does further authorize the expenditure of funds pursuant to the terms 

of the agreement between the Borough of Hillsdale and the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED , that the mayor and/or Borough Administrator are authorized to sign the 

application, and that they or their successors in said titles are authorized to sign the agreement and any other 

documents necessary in connection therewith.  

 

Motion Trochimiuk   Second Ruocco 

 

Councilman Ruocco motioned to temporarily postpone the decision on a proposal related to the Green Acres 

Grant. This would give the council time to carefully consider the implications of accepting the grant, which 

could come with certain restrictions on the use of recreational space. The postponement would also allow for 

further discussions with the finance committee, CFO, and BA to determine if the project could be funded within 

the current budget without relying on the grant. Additionally, it provides more time for the recreation director 

to explore other potential funding sources for the project. 

 

Motion to table: Ruocco  Second Trochimiuk 

Ayes: Councilmembers Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk 

Nays: none 

 

25054 Resolution Appointing Hearing Officer  

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale (the ñBoroughò) have been advised that 

disciplinary charges have been initiated against the Chief of Police employed by the Borough of Hillsdale Police 

Department (ñHPDò); and 

 

WHEREAS, under applicable procedures, the Borough Administrator is authorized to serve as the Hearing 

Officer with respect to such charges, or to delegate such authority to an outside Hearing Officer; and 

 

WHEREAS, given the fact that the charges involve the Chief of Police and that such charges could potentially 

be the subject of a future appeal, the Borough Administrator has determined that it is appropriate to delegate 

this matter to an outside Hearing Officer for a recommendation and to create a record; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator has received and reviewed the résumé of Honorable Harry G. Carroll, 

J.A.D. (Ret)., a retired Judge of the Superior Court of New Jersey, and is of the opinion that Judge Carroll 

possesses the background, experience and credentials to preside as Hearing Officer in a fair and impartial 

manner; and 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25042.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25054.pdf
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WHEREAS, given the nature of the charges, the Borough cannot comment further or provide further detail at 

this time as this remains an ongoing disciplinary matter. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that 

Honorable Harry G. Carroll, J.A.D. (Ret) BE and HEREBY  is APPOINTED  as Hearing Officer with respect 

to a certain disciplinary matter involving the Chief of Police of the HPD; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the Mayor, the Borough Administrator and the Borough Labor be and 

hereby are authorized to take all necessary steps to effectuate this Resolution, including entering into an 

agreement with Judge Carroll. 

 

Motion Trochimiuk   Second Ruocco 

Councilman Ruocco stated that it is clear from the resolution itself that disciplinary charges have been initiated 

against Chief Smith, none of which are characterized as criminal. It has been publicly reported that Chief Smith 

is under investigation by the Bergen County prosecutor's office. The Chief has been placed on administrative 

leave, and while specific outcomes cannot be disclosed due to ongoing litigation, he is concerned that the 

outcomes could seriously affect the management of our police department and the effectiveness of law 

enforcement in the Borough.  He said Hillsdale has been without a chief for too long and suggested  that the 

Council should promptly begin an external search for a permanent replacement if the Chief does not return . 

 

Mayor Sheinfield said he wants to protect everyoneôs rights and avoid stepping outside the resolution's scope. 

Ultimately, the resolution is about appointing someone to manage the hearing process, and future steps, 

including potential replacements, should not be discussed prematurely. 

A motion was requested to proceed with appointing the hearing officer. 

 

Ayes: Councilmembers Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk 

Nays: none 

 

25056 Payment of Bills 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25056_in_full.pdf
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