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 Regular Meeting  

January 9, 2024 

 

Council Meeting Minutes 

January 9, 2024 
 

Borough Clerk called the meeting to order and read the Open Public Meeting Statement:   

This is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 9th day of January, 2024.  Notice of the 

time and place of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Bergen Record; 

a copy was posted on the bulletin board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested 

parties. 

Please silence all cell phones. Please wait to be recognized by the Mayor during the Public Hearing 

and the Public Comment part of the meeting.  You will need to state your name and town of residence 

for the record. Due to a State of Emergency, this meeting was held via Zoom only. 

Mayor Sheinfield led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

Council President Council President Escobar, Council Members Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, 

Trochimiuk, Mayor Sheinfield (Borough Administrator Mike Ghassali, Borough Clerk Denise 

Kohan, Borough Attorney Mark Madaio) – all members were in attendance on Zoom. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Council Meeting Minutes December 27, 2023 (Absent: Trochimiuk – abstain Ruocco) 

 

Motion Ruocco   Second Fox 

Ayes: Council President Escobar, Councilmember Fox, Lundy 

Nays: none 

Abstain: Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk 

 

Mayor Sheinfield opened the Initial Public Comment period 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT (time limited to 3 minutes, items on the agenda only, one topic per 

speaker -please state your name and town of residence for the record) 

Mayor Sheinfield Opened the initial Public Comment.  Seeing no one wishing to speak, the Mayor 

closed this portion of the meeting. 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

1. Year End Report from the Environmental Committee 

2. Year End Report from Access for All 

Motion to Receive and File Lundy  Second Trochimiuk 

Ayes: Councilmember Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar 

Nays: None 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Minutes_12.27.23_w_suggestions.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/EC_Year_End_Report.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/AFA_End.yearSummary.2023_A.pdf
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PROFESSIONALS REPORT: 

(The following correspondence on file in Borough Clerks Office) 

 

December 2024 Engineering Report            Jamie Giurintano-Colliers Engineering & Design 

Borough Engineer Jamie Giurintano summed up his monthly report for December.  There are several 

projects that are nearing completion.  The 2024 Road Program will be awarded over the winter and 

go into construction in the spring. 

Councilwoman Lundy questioned the Beechwood Park Grant – there is one being worked through 

DMR and one is through Colliers.  It was her understanding that they are combining the 2 grants. He 

will update his report as the two grants were combined into one and Colliers is taking point.  He will 

follow up with his office on this. 

Councilman Ruocco just wanted to confirm that we are getting an extension on the Beechwood Grant 

that was due for completion by December 15th. Colliers will follow up to make sure that the extension 

went through for this grant as it was not part of the monthly report.  The Administrator stated that he 

received an email from the county and we were given a one-year extension on this grant. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Council members serve as liaisons to departments and committees in Hillsdale to provide the 

governing body and the public with an update on arising issues, actions considered, and actions taken 

within a given organization.    

Liaisons are not expected to be intimately familiar with the granular issues being considered by 

committees and departments. The people responsible for such information are the B.A. and the 

internal head of the department or committee.  

Should anyone have questions requiring an in-depth response, and the council person is not 

comfortable providing the answer, I will direct the B.A. to provide a response. If an answer cannot 

be immediately ascertained, it will be the responsibility of the B.A. to speak to relevant parties and 

provide the person making the inquiry with a timely response. The B.A. will then report back his 

findings to the mayor, council, and public at the next public meeting.  

 

Councilman – Clemente Osso 

He welcomed Michael Kenduct who was just appointed to the Local School Board. Justin Saxon was 

named as President and Christina Jennings as Vice President. 

He attended a meeting with the local schools Superintendent Rob Lombardy for a review on the 

presentation that is being shared with the Community on January 11th regarding George White 

Middle School Referendum. 

For the Regional School Board – Kristen Martin and Jeannie Vargas both ran unopposed and were 

both elected to the Board. Ms. Vargas was elected President and Joe Blundo was elected Vice 

President. 

A Recreation Commission Meeting was held yesterday where an update was given.  An inquiry is 

going to be done with other engineering firms to take a look at the requirements for Centennial Field. 

An estimate that was received from Colliers seemed high so they are going to look at other options 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/January_2024_Engineering_Report.pdf
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with two other engineers.  The Administrator added that they hope to have more information at the 

February meetings. 

The Administrator stated that they are currently looking for a new Recreation Director or possibly a 

new structure.  They will hold a special Recreation Meeting next Thursday to brainstorm some new 

ideas as well as a Field Committee meeting.  

 

Councilman – John Ruocco 

Access for All met last night.  They retained the same officers, Ron Miller is the Chair and Yana 

Mermel is the Vice Chair, Treasurer is Marguerite Deppert and the Secretary is  Anjali Daftary.  They 

are working on elevating the committee within the town. They are looking for recommendations for 

representatives from  Recreation, BOH, HFD, & Ambulance. They are looking for NJ Transit for 

better train access and they have asked the Mayor to assist.  The Mayor has asked Congressman 

Gottheimer for assistance with this.  They are also looking at various projects throughout the town, 

especially creating an accessible playground in Beechwood Park that had previously been discussed 

with the Recreation Coordinator.  

 

Finance and Board of Health meetings are coming up in the next week or so. 

 

Borough Administrator – Mike Ghassali 

Informed council that due to the expected heavy rain tonight, the DPW moved all of the equipment 

out of the building.  This is a half day job for the crew.  The DPW Committee met and came up with 

some options and will discuss those in the upcoming weeks and report back to the Mayor and council. 

iPads have been ordered for the mayor and council for meetings, no more paper packets as this will 

make life a lot easier. 

 

 

ORDINANCES:  

24-01(Introduction) 

An Ordinance Establishing Recreation Department Program and Summer Camp Fees in the 

Borough of Hillsdale 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Hillsdale Summer Camp season for children of Hillsdale and River Vale residents and for 

children attending Hillsdale schools (St. John’s included) shall operate camp for a maximum of 5 weeks. 

SECTION 2. The Summer Camp Fees per registrant are as follows:    

           

      Hillsdale/ River Vale   St. John’s Student/ 

                                                             Resident    Non-Resident 

Camp Little Hawk (kindergarten)  $1,100     $1,150 

Camp Pascack, Grades 1 – 4    $1,400     $1,450 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24-01_(I).pdf
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Camp Adventure, Grades 5 – 6    $1,500        $1,550 

Field Trip Camp, Grades 7 – 9    $1,600         $1,650 

Early reg discount before April 22, 2024  $50     $50 

Late registration fee after May 8, 2024  $75     $75 

*MUST BE PAID IN FULL TO RECEIVE DISCOUNT OR NOT INCUR LATE FEE* 

Before Camp Program (8:00 – 9:00 am) 

Pre-Registered (all weeks)  $350     $350 

Pre-Registered  (per week)         $80     $80 

Pre-Registered (per day)  $30     $30 

No pre-registration (per day)  $40     $40 

After Camp Program (3:00 – 6:00 pm) 

Pre-Registered (all weeks)  $600     $600 

Pre-Registered  (per week)            $150     $150 

Pre-Registered (per day)  $40     $40 

No pre-registration (per day)  $45     $45 

Late pick-up (after 6:00 pm,   $25     $25 

            Per 15-minute increment.) 

NO REFUNDS 

SECTION 3. The Recreation Program Fees per registrant are as follows: 

      Hillsdale Resident   Non-Resident 

Men’s Basketball      $85     $85 

 Duplicate Bridge                 $25     $25 

 Indoor Soccer                  $55     $60 

 Youth basketball (kindergarten clinic)   $90     $90 

 Youth Basketball (1,2, Grade Clinic)   $95     $95 

 Youth Basketball (3rd to 8th Grade,    $130, per  child    $130 
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 Youth Basketball (9th to 12th Grade, *RV) $130 each child   $130 

Women’s Volleyball      $60         $60 

Girls Instructional Volleyball     $75     $80 

Men’s 18 & over Softball     $650/per team    N/A 

Men’s 35 & over Softball     $70     $75 

Women’s 18 & over Softball     $65     $65 

Wrestling       $150     $150 

Rutgers Coaches Class     $50     $50 

Art Program, per class or (session)          $25 - $250                                 N/A 

Cooking per class or (session)  $15-$100    N/A 

PGA Golf Program   $100-$500    N/A 

Navigators and Voyager Programs $25-$75                $25-$75 

  

Tennis Program    $75-$150                $75-$150 

Women’s Basketball 18+  $65     $65 

Kickball Adults    $60-$65    $60-$65 

Kickball kids    $45-$55    $45-$55 

Pickleball    $30-$200    $30-$200 

Outdoor Volleyball   $60-$80    $60-$80 

Chess     $50-$100    $50-$100 

Flag Football     $100-$150    $100-$150 

Ski Program    $50-$100    $50-$100 

First Friends (per child)   $5-$10     $5-$10 

Ice Skating    $125-$130    $125-$130 

Returned Check Fee   $20     $20 

Car show participant’s   $25-$35    $25-$35 
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Vendors     $30-$75    $30-$75 

5k run     $5-$75     $5-$75 

Music Program    $100-$300    $100-$300 

Late Fee    $25     $25 

Credit Card Convenience Fee  3%     3% 

Use of Beechwood Park – Field Use $50     $85 

Various Misc. Recreation Programs $5-$100    $5-$100 

 

BEECHWOOD PARK RENTAL  

Beechwood Park rental w/o band shell   Beechwood Park rental w/o band shell 

  and Picnic area (resident use only)   and picnic area (Hillsdale only 

commercial business) 

$100 under 50 people     $150 under 50 People 

$150 51-100 people     $250 51-100 people 

$200 101-200 people     $350 101-200 people 

$250 201-300 people     $450 201-300 people 

$TBD 301-500 people     $TBD 301-500 people 

 

Beechwood Park rental band shell/picnic area Beechwood Park rental Band Shell/picnic area 

(Non-resident only)    (Non-resident Commercial business) 

$125 under 50 people     $175 under 50 People 

$175 51-100 people     $325 51-100 people 

$250 101-200 people     $425 101-200 people 

$300 201-300 people     $525 201-300 people 

$TBD 301-500 people     $TBD 301-500 people 

 

Use of Beechwood Park – Field Use additional charge $50 (3-hour max) Residents, 
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Nonresidents $85 (3-hour max)  

 

Field rental* non-Hillsdale Team   $100 per practice (max 3 hours) 

Field rental *non-Hillsdale Team   $100 per game (max 3 hours) 

Field rental *non-Hillsdale Team   $200 per game with lights max (3 hours) 

• Memorial, Stonybrook and Centennial Fields 

 

All programs and field rentals are NON-REFUNDABLE.  

& Are subject to a Covid-19 Fee of %10 per person 

 

** No Organized Sport or teams 

*Grades 9-12 includes Pascack Valley High School Students (River Vale) including all girl’s 3rd to 

9th grade. 

SECTION 4. All ordinances and resolutions inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are hereby 

repealed as to such inconsistencies. 

SECTION 5. This ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage, approval and publication of 

notice thereof as required by law and shall be retroactive to January 1, 2024. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 24-01 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance 

be further considered for final passage at a Meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal 

Building, 380 Hillsdale Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on February 6, 2024 and at said time and 

place all persons interested will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the 

Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at 

least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice of its introduction and of the time and place, when 

and where said ordinance would be considered for final passage. 

 

Motion Escobar   Second Lundy 

Councilmember Ruocco asked why a  10% cost adjustment per person for Covid was necessary.  The 

Borough Clerk responded that this is at the Mayor and Councils discretion.  This will have to be 

decided upon if they ever needed, but not automatically charge.  Councilmember Lundy stated that 

they do the same at the pool as well. 

The Borough Attorney concurred with the Borough Clerk.  If you put it in, you don’t have to charge 

it, but if you don’t have it and you want it, the Recreation Coordinator would have to do a whole new 

ordinance to add it. 

Ayes: Councilmember Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox 

Nays: none 
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24-02(Introduction) 

An Ordinance Establishing Salaries for the Recreation Department  
 

WHEREAS: by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale as follows: 

SECTION 1.  The compensation of all personnel whose services are required as general  

staff for the operation of the Borough of Hillsdale – Summer Day Camp Program is 

as follows: 

Position    Hourly Wage Range Maximum 

Hourly Camp Staff         $20.00 maximum 

Must be going into 10th grade or older 

 

Camp Hillsdale Experience Benefit 

A flat rate of $25.00 will be applied for every paid year of Camp Hillsdale experience that each 

counselor has with the Borough of Hillsdale.  This adjustable experience benefit will be paid at the 

completion of the summer day camp season in August. 

SECTION 2.  The range salary amounts to be paid to a Specialist who must have an education 

degree/certification or an experienced college student is $2,000 to $5,000 (based on the applicant’s 

related camp experience and camp time length).  This is an appointed position. 

SECTION 3.  The range salary amount to be paid to a Camp Director (one) - $10,000 to $21,000 

or Assistant/Administrative Director’s (each) is $3,000 to $10,000 (based on applicant’s related 

camp experience and camp time length).  This is an appointed position. 

SECTION 4. Additional hourly increments on top of base rate may be earned for the following 

recognized certifications: 

First Aid Certification  $0.50 

CPR: Adult and Child  $0.75 

Lifeguard Certification $0.75 

Head Counselor  $0.75 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24-02_(I).pdf
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SECTION 5. The compensation of all personnel whose services are required as Program 

Supervisors for the Recreation Commission Programs is as follows: 

Program    Rate MAXIMUM  

Men’s Basketball    $300/season 

Duplicate Bridge    $300/season 

Indoor Soccer     $300/season 

Women’s Volleyball    $250/season 

Girls’ Volleyball Instructor   $650/season 

Youth Basketball: Coordinator  $3,800/season 

Youth Basketball: 1st/2nd grade clinic  $2,000/season 

Youth Basketball Assistant Coordinator $1,300/season 

Youth Basketball Clinic-kindergarten $1,500/season 

Men’s 18+ Softball    $500/season 

Men’s 35+ Softball    $500/season 

Kickball Coordinator    $300/season 

Women’s Basketball 18+   $250/season 

Pickleball Coordinator   $200-$750/season 

Chess Coordinator     $250-$500/season 

Women’s 18+ Softball   $500/season 

PV Junior Wrestling    $500/season 

Pt Recreation Assistant Hourly  $30.00 Hourly maximum 

Basketball referee high school  $16 per game 

Basketball scorekeeper   $13 per game 

Hall monitors     $13 per hour 
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Professional Referee    $50-$75 per game 

Recreation Program coordinator  $80,000 per year maximum 

SECTION 6.  The compensation fixed and determined by this ordinance for the person holding the 

respective office and position of employment herein named, shall, except as otherwise provided by 

statute, ordinance or resolution, be in lieu of all other fees, costs and charges received and collected 

by such office and employee shall be remitted promptly to the Borough Treasurer. 

SECTION 7. All ordinances and resolutions inconsistent with the provisions of this ordinance are 

hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies. 

SECTION 8. This ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage, approval and 

publication of notice thereof as required by law. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 24-02 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance 

be further considered for final passage at a Meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal 

Building, 380 Hillsdale Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on February 6, 2024 and at said time and 

place all persons interested will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the 

Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at 

least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice of its introduction and of the time and place, when 

and where said ordinance would be considered for final passage. 

Motion Lundy   Second Ruocco 

Ayes: Councilmember Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy 

Nayes: none 

Councilmember Lundy questioned the hourly rate for one of the positions as it is under the minimum 

wage rate. The BA will follow up before the adoption of the ordinance. 

 

RESOLUTIONS    Consent Agenda): 24047 through 24056: 

24047  Resolution Authorizing Reduction of Assessment – 80 Westdale Avenue 

WHEREAS, A Class 2 property, 80 Westdale Avenue LLC, 80 Westdale Ave, Block 1803, Lot 4 

has been classified as vacant land in 2024 by the tax assessor, Patrick Wilkins due to the receipt of a 

demolition permit for the building, and; 

WHEREAS, the 2023/2024 Final/Preliminary tax billing was processed and mailed in September 

using the full assessment value and must be recalculated to properly bill the land portion only for 

2024, and; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Hillsdale authorize the Tax Collector to recalculate the tax billing for preliminary 2024, reducing the 

total assessed value from 459,300 to 283,500 and send an adjusted preliminary 2024 tax bill to 80 

Westdale Avenue LLC.   

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24047.pdf
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24048  Resolution Authorizing Tax Overpayment Refund – 424 Magnolia Avenue 

WHEREAS, Block 1621, Lot 13, 424 Magnolia Ave. was sold on August 28, 2023 from Adams, 

Sonia to Gerber, John; and 

WHEREAS, CoreLogic paid 4th Quarter taxes for Block 1621, Lot 13, 424 Magnolia Ave., and 

Adams, Sonia also paid taxes for 4th Quarter through direct withdrawal, not notifying the tax collector 

in advance to remove the banking information from the software system; and 

WHEREAS, the overpayment must be refunded to Adams, Sonia; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Hillsdale authorize the Tax Collector to refund the following taxes:   

    

Block 1621 Lot 13        $3,398.79 

424 Magnolia Avenue 

  

Total to be refunded                   $3,398.79 

Adams, Sonia 

215 Livingston Street 

Northvale, NJ  07647 

 

24049  Resolution Authorizing the Return if Unused Escrow for Block 605 Lot 17 – 271 

Pascack Road 

 

WHEREAS, funds were deposited with the Borough of Hillsdale in connection with the property 

located at 271 Pascack Road in Hillsdale, NJ 07642, Project GRO0010002; and 

WHEREAS, a request was made by the applicant to have any unused escrow funds be returned; and 

WHEREAS, it was reported by the Finance Department that a balance does remain in the 2023 

General Trust Escrow Account and funds may be refunded to the applicant; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board Secretary has reported that the all monies due have been paid on 

the subject property; and all escrows were released in the amount not to exceed $393.75; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24048.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24049.pdf
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that the funds on deposit in the 2023 General Trust Account in connection with the property located 

at 271 Pascack Road, Hillsdale, NJ 07642; be released/refunded by the Borough. 

24050 was pulled by councilman Ruocco 

 

24051 Authorize the Borough Clerk to Re-Advertise for the 2024 Spring/Summer Lease of 

the Competition Pool at Stonybrook Swim Club 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale did not receive any bids for 2024 Spring/Summer Lease of 

the Competition Pool at Stonybrook Swim Club; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale still has an interest in leasing the competition pool at 

Stonybrook Swim Club; and 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to re-advertise for the above-

mentioned pool lease for the 2024 season. 

 

24052 Authorize the Borough Clerk to Re-Advertise for the 2024 Fall Lease of the 

Competition Pool at Stonybrook Swim Club 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale did not receive any bids for 2024 Fall Lease of the 

Competition Pool at Stonybrook Swim Club; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale still has an interest in leasing the competition pool at 

Stonybrook Swim Club; and 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to re-advertise for the above-

mentioned pool lease for the 2024 season. 

 

24053 Resolution Authorizing a County Tax Board Judgement 

 

WHEREAS, 16 Arden Place, Block 506, Lot 1, Qual C0008 had been adjusted due to a 2023 Added 

Assessment, and the Tax Collector sent the additional assessment billing for Final 2023, Preliminary 

2024, and; 

WHEREAS, the homeowners, Garbutt, Robert & Marilyn notified the Tax Assessor that the permit 

was not assigned to their property and filed a timely appeal with the Bergen County Board of 

Taxation, and; 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24051.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24052.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24053.pdf
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WHEREAS, the homeowners did not pay the 4th quarter added assessment billing, and therefore are 

not entitled to a refund but a cancellation of the 4th quarter added assessment billing and preliminary 

2024 billing, and; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Hillsdale authorize the Tax Collector to remove the added assessment for 2023 and 2024, and send 

an adjusted preliminary 2024 tax bill to Garbutt, Robert & Marilyn, 16 Arden Place.   

 

24054 was pulled by councilman Ruocco 

 

 

24055 Resolution Authorizing the Signing of a Lease Agreement for the Property 150 & 160 

Broadway Located in Woodcliff Lake 

   

WHEREAS, due to flooding at the Department of Public Works during a recent storm event 

(hereinafter “DPW”) in the Borough of Hillsdale (hereinafter the “Borough”), the DPW is without a 

space for office operations and light vehicle parking in order to conduct normal day to day activities; 

and  

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator declared this incident an Emergency and was tasked with 

finding a temporary space for DPW employees to conduct office operations between the hours of 

7:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for the proposed term of January 1, 2024 to December 31, 2024; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough has located a suitable location in the Borough of Woodcliff Lake located 

at 150 & 160 Broadway (hereinafter, collectively, the “Property”) for the conduct of DPW 

operations; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough is in receipt of a Lease Agreement (hereinafter the “Agreement”) with the 

property owner of 160 Broadway, 160 Woodcliff LLC (hereinafter “160 LLC”) and with the Property 

owner of 150 Boadway, 150 Broadway LLC (hereinafter “150 LLC”) who are, collectively, the 

owners of the Property; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of entering into the Agreement with 160 LLC and 150 LLC 

for one year at the agreed upon monthly rent of $2,850.00, commencing on January 1, 2024, for the 

Property and said terms of the Agreement are attached hereto and made a part hereof.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Mayor to sign said Lease 

Agreement with 160 Woodcliff LLC and 150 Broadway LLC with a proposed commencement date 

of January 1, 2024, for a monthly rental of $2,850.00 and to take any and all other appropriate steps 

necessary to effectuate the purposes of said document. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24055aax.pdf
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24056 pulled by Councilman Osso 

 

Motion Escobar   Second Trochimiuk 

Ayes: Councilmember Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy, Osso 

Nays: None 

 
 

OFF-CONSENT: 

24050  Resolution Authorizing the Transfer of the Borough of Hillsdale’s Local Welfare 

Board to the County of Bergen Board of Social Services 
 

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey funds a General Assistance Program which is administered at 

the local level in the Borough of Hillsdale (hereinafter the “Borough”) by the Local Welfare Board 

and the Director of Welfare pursuant to N.J.S.A. 44:8-107 et seq.; and 

WHEREAS, the Director of the Welfare Board has served as the Director of Welfare and 
administrative officer of the Local Welfare Board, through which she has administered; and 

WHEREAS, the Director of the Local Welfare Board has recently resigned from her position, also 
leaving a vacancy in the statutory position of Director of Welfare; and  

WHEREAS, as a result of this vacancy, the Borough investigated the feasibility of transferring the 

Local Welfare Board to the Bergen County Board of Social Services for administration; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 44:8-145.1, the Borough may, by mutual agreement with Bergen 

County, transfer to the Bergen County Board of Social Services the financial and operational 

responsibility for the administration of the Local Welfare Board under N.J.S.A. 44:8-107 et seq. to 

the Borough’s residents; and 

WHEREAS, in the event of a transfer, also pursuant to said statute the municipal welfare agency is 

to be abolished and its functions, powers, and duties transfers to the Bergen County Board of Social 

Services no later than the 60th date after the effective date of the transfer; and  

WHEREAS, the Governing Body finds that it is in the best interest of the municipality and its 

residents to transfer the Local Welfare Board in the Borough to the Bergen County Board of Social 

Services; and  

WHEREAS, there shall be no cost to the Borough, and the effective date of the transfer shall be 

retroactive to January 1, 2024, to ensure there is no disruption in services.   

3. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of 

Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows  The Mayor, Clerk, 

Administrator, and such other officials and employees as may be appropriate are hereby 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24050.pdf
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authorized and directed to transfer the Borough of Hillsdale’s Local Welfare Board to the 

Bergen County Board of Social Services in accordance with the applicable statues and 

regulations and this Resolution, the transfer taking effect retroactively on January 1, 2024, 

including but not limited to the following: 

 

a. The Borough shall send all open cases a letter informing residents that their Welfare 

cases will be administered by the Bergen County Board of Social Services.  

 

The Borough shall make appropriate arrangements to transfer the physical files of the open 

and any pending cases in the Borough to the Bergen County Board of Social Services. 

4.   The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute any agreement as 

may be required by law with the Bergen County Board of Social Services necessary to 

effectuate the transfer as described in this Resolution.  

Motion Ruocco  Second Trochimiuk 

Councilman Ruocco wanted to clarify if the Local Assistance Board/Welfare Board is now 

disbanded? The Mayor responded that this has now all be disbanded to the County. The Councilman 

asked  if there is any savings for the Borough?  The BA responded that we paid the Director 

$17,000.00 so this would be the savings. 

 

Ayes: Councilmember Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco 

Nays: None 

 

 

24054 Resolution Authorizing the Signing of an Agreement with Colliers Engineering & 

Design for Environmental Consulting Services Associated with the Centennial 

Athletic Complex 

  

WHEREAS, Colliers Engineering & Design Inc. (hereinafter, “Colliers”) has presented an 

Agreement to the Borough for providing environmental consulting services related to the Hillsdale 

Borough Sanitary Landfill (a/k/a Centennial Recreation Field) located at St. Mary Street and Lincoln 

Avenue; and 

WHEREAS, Collier will review and interpret file information and data available from the Borough 

and the NJDEP in an effort to assist the Borough with moving forward with any planned or future 

projects in regards to the Centennial Athletic Complex at an amount not to exceed $6,500.00; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough desires to execute the Agreement and authorize Colliers to perform the 

services set forth above.  

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24054a.pdf
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the mayor and or Borough 

Administrator to sign the aforesaid Agreement with Colliers and all other appropriate Borough 

professionals are hereby authorized and directed to take any and all steps necessary to effectuate the 

purposes of said document. 

Motion Escobar  Second Osso 

Councilman Ruocco stated that this proposal is from November 16th.  He asked why it has taken 

almost 2 months to get to the governing body? As well as questioning why is this expense of $6,500 

is  necessary. The BA responded that we are going with a different company now and that this was 

being evaluated before it was presented as to what we were going to do with Centennial.  This 

resolution actually authorizes Colliers to go to Trenton to pull all the paperwork and the files that the 

DEP has and evaluate that information.  This is completely different from what was done by the 

previous LSRP to evaluate Centennial Field when we talked about installing turf there.  

Councilmember Lundy stated that to clarify, this is to hire Colliers as our LSRP where we were using 

another company previously. This is not project specific, but more of a replacement resolution for 

our LSRP. Both the BA and the Colliers Rep concurred. 

Ayes: Councilmember Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco 

Nays: None 
 
 

24056 Payment of Bills 

 

 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24056_in_full.pdf
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Motion Lundy   Second Escobar 

Ayes: Councilmember Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy, Osso*, Ruocco 

Nays: none 

Abstain: Osso – any payments made to Bensi/Domani 

 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: (time limited to 3 minutes any topic-please state your name and town of residence 

for the record) 

Mayor Sheinfield opening the Public Comment Period. 

 

Elaine Meyerson – Hillsdale 

 

Clarified that when the Borough transfers the welfare cases to the county, there is no cost to the town.   Her 

concern is if we cut the cost of the Social Worker, we would lose an integral part of our town.  If we lose her, 

it will put more pressure on other departments like the town nurse and police.  She has a concern about 

reducing the budget and reducing social services for the town. She would like to have her continue with the 

town. 

 

Seeing no one else wishing to speak, Mayor Sheinfield closed the second Public Comment Period. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTARIES: 

Mayor Sheinfield – praised the Emergency Services in our town and other employees and 

departments that assist our town especially during the flooding situations that we have had. 

 

Councilman Ruocco – attended monthly meeting of h the Bergen County League of Municipalities.  

The guest speaker from The Community Chest  spoke against mental and physical effects of 

loneliness. Affordable housing was another topic that was discussed. The BCLM  will be involved 

in a bipartisan effort that will ask for a meeting with the local legislators to discuss this topic. There 

was also a discussion on OPRA reform. He reminded everyone that January 15th is Martin Luther 

King Day and recommended s that everyone should listen to his “I Have a Dream” speech. 

 

Councilman Osso – Reminded everyone that there is a meeting Thursday night at 7:00 pm at George 

White.  A presentation will be given as to what the school board is recommending to be done at 

George White. He hopes everyone stays stay throughout this storm and he looks forward to next 

month. 

 

Councilmember Lundy commended our DPW with their cleanup from this past storm. She 

acknowledged that it is National Law Enforcement Day and recognized our own Police Department 

as well as Councilman Fox for their service. 

 

Council President Escobar also recognized National Law Enforcement Day as well as recognized 

Councilmember Fox for his service. 
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The Administrator added that we have our Business Breakfast next Thursday on the 18th at 9:30. He 

is inviting all businesses and residents who would like to attend.   

 

The BA added that the decision to make the change for the welfare department was not for financial 

gain it was forced upon us by the state because of compliance issues. 

 

Motion to adjourn:  Ruocco Second: Osso 

All in favor: Councilmember Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco 

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2024 

 

Denise Kohan, Municipal Clerk  

                           _____________________________ 

               

                             APPROVED AS PRESENTED 

 


