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Council Meeting Minutes 

October 8, 2024 

 

Mayor Sheinfield called the meeting to order by reading the Open Public Meeting Statement. 

This is a Regular Council Meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 8th  day of October, 2024. Notice of 

the time and place of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Bergen Record; a copy 

was posted on the bulletin board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested parties. 

Please silence all cell phones. Please wait to be recognized by the Mayor during the Public Hearing and the Public 

Comment part of the meeting.  You will need to state your name and town of residence for the record. 

Mayor Sheinfield led the Pledge of Allegiance then asked the Borough Clerk to take roll call. 

 
Borough Clerk Kohan took the roll call ïCouncil President Escobar, Council Members Colletti, Fox, Osso, 

Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Mayor Sheinfield ï all were in attendance. Borough Administrator Mike Ghassali, 

Borough Clerk Denise Kohan, and Borough Attorney Mark Madaio were also in attendance. 

 

Mayor Sheinfield led us to the closed session by presenting resolution 24267 
 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION: 

24267 To provide for a meeting not open to the public in accordance with the provisions of the New 

Jersey Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 ï Contract Negotiations, Borough 

Professionals, Borough Personnel, Affordable Housing 

 

          WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale is subject to certain requirements of the 

Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 provides that an Executive Session not 

open to the public may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution; and 

 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale to discuss in a session 

not open to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by and designated below:  

 

__ (1) Matters required by law to be confidential.  

     (2) Matters where the release of information would impair the right to receive funds. 

__ (3) Matters involving individual privacy ï  

     (4) Matters relating to collective bargaining ï  

     (5) Matters relating to the purchase, lease or acquisition of real property or the investment of public 

           funds.  

   _ (6) Matters relating to public safety and property ï  

X   (7) Matters relating to litigation, negotiations and the attorney-client privilege ï Contract Negotiation, 

Borough Professionals, Borough Personnel, Affordable Housing 

      (8) Matters relating to the employment relationship ï  

___(9) Matters relating to the potential imposition of a penalty. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  by the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale assembled in public 

session this date that an Executive Session closed to the public be and the same is hereby authorized for discussion 

of matters relating to the specified items designated above.  It is anticipated that the deliberations conducted in 

closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the Borough Council that the public 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24267a.pdf
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interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality. 

 

Motion Trochimiuk   Second Osso 

Ayes: Councilmember Colletti, Council President Escobar, Fox, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk 

Nays: none 

 

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING:  

 

Motion Ruocco   Second  Osso 

Ayes: Council President Escobar, Councilmember Fox, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti 

Nays: none 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Closed Session Meeting Minutes September 10, 2024 

 

Motion Ruocco  Second  Escobar 

Ayes: Councilmember Fox, Osso, Ruocco, Colletti, Council President Escobar 

Nays: None 

Abstain: Trochimiuk 

 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT  

Mayor Sheinfield opened the Initial Public Comment portion of the meeting.  Seeing no one wishing to speak, 

he closed this portion of the meeting. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Councilman ï John Ruocco 

One of the town nurses is no longer with the Borough.  A meeting was held with a few members of the Board of 

Health, the Administrator, the Borough Clerk and himself along with members of the County Health Officials to 

discuss services that they could offer.  The BA and the Board of Health will also be holding discussions with 

Northwest Bergen Regional as an alternative to the county. 

Senior Plus Club has a meeting on October 10 at the United Methodist Church at 11:30 and the Senior 

Luncheon at St. Johns will be on October 16th at 11:30. 

 

Councilman ï Clemente Osso 

The Hillsdale Fire Dept is holding a Casino Night at the Fire Dept this Friday to raise money for the facilities.  

You can register on their website or on their Facebook page. 

The Recreation Commission met where they were given a second concept plan from Colliers for Memorial 

Field. We will be holding a Town Hall meeting in November where residents can voice their opinions and give 

input and ask questions to the Council and Borough Engineer. 

 

Councilman ï Justin Fox  

He attended the first Annual Car Show at Stonybrook which was a success.  There were 47 cars that participated 

and awards were given.  They will be holding a rummage sale on October 19th from 9-3.  You can register on 

Community Pass for $15.00. 

 

Councilman ï Robert Colletti Jr. 

Happy to see the Recreation Commission and the Environmental Committee working together on Memorial 

Field as well as engaging with the public to review the plans for Memorial. 
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The Environmental Commission is assisting in getting the word out regarding the town tree ordinance to 

contractors and tree service companies.  The staff has pushed this out as well to take a proactive approach.   

Local Board of Ed is interviewing contractors for the construction at the middle school and working out 

different payment options. 

Donald Bergemini, the Middle School Principal is retiring as of January 31, 2025. 

The Regional board of Ed is focusing on continuing the improvement of the school ranking. 

Councilman Osso added that he had previously spoke with the Superintendent of the Local Schools about 

coming to another Council Meeting to give updates regarding the renovation. 

 

Borough Administrator ï Mike Ghassali 

He and the Recreation Director attended a 2-day class on grant writing.  The course was to learn about grant 

opportunities and how to apply for them. 

Members of the Council and he have been invited to the grand opening of a new business located at 144 

Broadway. Kayla Sellitto Beauty Services on October 10 at 5:00pm. 

Look for information for a Town Hall that we will be holding to get feed back from the community for the 

Memorial Field Plan, which includes turfing and rebuilding the area with lights and other amenities.  This will 

be televised and on You Tube Live.   

We will be receiving our Affordable Housing Obligation on October 20th and he will update the council at the 

next meeting.   

 

 

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): 24268 through 24272: 

 

24268 Resolution Increasing the Price for Services of Smith-Sondy Asphalt Construction Company 

 for the NJDOT FY2023 Magnolia Avenue Resurfacing Project ï Change Order #1 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale (Borough), by Resolution 24208 dated JULY 16, 2024, awarded a contract to Smith-

Sondy Asphalt Construction Company for the NJDOT FY2023 Magnolia Avenue Resurfacing Project in the Borough of 

Hillsdale at a total contract amount not to exceed of $284,322.14; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Project Engineer has proposed Change Order #1 for an increase in the amount of 

$21,550.76 due to the addition of Police Traffic Hours required to complete the construction that was not in the 

original project; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator is recommending the approval by the Governing Body of change Order No. 1; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  that the Mayor and Council do hereby authorize the execution by 

the Administrator of Change Order No. 1 pursuant to which the contract price will be increase by $21,550.76 

from $284,322.14 to $305,872.90 (the ñAmended Contract Priceò). 

 

Resolution 24269 was pulled by Councilman Ruocco to be voted on separately. 

 

 

 

24270 Resolution of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, New Jersey Referring an Amendment to 

the Hillsdale-Patterson Street Development Plan to the Planning Board Pursuant to the Local 

Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A 40A:12A-1 ET SEQ. 

Exhibit A (this also can be found at the end of the minutes) 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24268.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24270.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Hillsdale_Patterson_Street_Redevelopment_Plan_Amendments_10.01.24.pdf
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 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, a public body corporate and politic of the State of New Jersey (the 

ñBoroughò) is authorized pursuant to the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-1 et seq. 

(the ñRedevelopment Lawò) to determine whether certain parcels of land within the Borough constitute an area 

in need of redevelopment or an area in need of rehabilitation; and 

  

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Redevelopment Law, the Borough Council (ñBorough Councilò) of the 

Borough of Hillsdale, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey (the ñBoroughò), duly adopted Resolution #19225 

on September 10, 2019 designating the properties identified on the tax maps of the Borough as Block 1207, Lots 

8, 9 and 10; Block 1208, Lots 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5; Block 1209, Lots 2, 3 and 4; Block 1210, Lots 8, 9, 10 and 11; and 

Block 1211, Lots 1 and 2 as an ñarea in need of redevelopmentò (the ñRedevelopment Areaò); and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7(e), on December 8, 2020, after review and consideration of 

the recommendations transmitted by the Borough of Hillsdale Planning Board (the ñPlanning Boardò), by 

Ordinance No. 20-15, the Borough Council finally adopted the Hillsdale-Patterson Street Redevelopment Plan 

(dated November 18, 2020) (the ñRedevelopment Planò), which Redevelopment Plan established permitted land 

uses and building requirements for the Redevelopment Area; and 

 

WHEREAS, following adoption of the Redevelopment Plan, DMR Architects prepared an amendment to 

the Redevelopment Plan (the ñInitial Redevelopment Plan Amendmentò); and 

 

 WHEREAS, by Resolution #22094 adopted April 25, 2022, the Borough Council referred the Initial 

Redevelopment Plan Amendment to the Planning Board for its review, report and recommendation in accordance 

with N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7(e); and  

 

WHEREAS, on August 9, 2022, the Borough Council adopted Ordinance No. 22-11, adopting the Initial 

Redevelopment Plan Amendment; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Redevelopment Law, the Borough Council caused DMR Architects to 

prepare an additional amendment to the Redevelopment Plan dated October 2024 (the ñAmended 

Redevelopment Planò) attached hereto as Exhibit A; and  

  

            WHEREAS, the Borough Council has determined to refer the Amended Redevelopment Plan to the 

Planning Board for its review and recommendation pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7(e). 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, as 

follows: 

 Section 1. The foregoing recitals are incorporated herein as if set forth in full. 

 

Section 2.   The Borough Council hereby refers the proposed Amended Redevelopment Plan to the 

Planning Board for review and recommendation in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-7(e). 

 

Section 3.   The Planning Board is authorized and directed to prepare a report of its recommendations 

regarding the Amended Redevelopment Plan and submit same to the Borough Council within 45 days after 

referral in accordance with the requirements set forth in the Redevelopment Law. 

 

Section 4.   The Borough Clerk shall immediately forward a certified copy of this Resolution and the 

Amended Redevelopment Plan to the Planning Board for review in accordance with the requirements set forth in 

the Redevelopment Law. 
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Section 5.   This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

24271 Resolution Authorizing Opening Redemption/Premium Bank Account 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale does not have a dedicated redemption account for redemption of 

tax sale certificates; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Tax Collector has deemed a redemption account is in the best interest of the 

homeowners of the Borough of Hillsdale and the CFO is desirous of opening a joint redemption and premium 

account to facilitate the redemption of tax sale certificates; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Governing Body of the Borough of 

Hillsdale that the Tax Collector and the CFO is hereby authorized to open a joint redemption and premium bank 

account with Valley Bank, an authorized bank with the Borough of Hillsdale; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the account will have two signatories, the Tax Collector and the 

CFO. 
 

 

24272          Payment of Bills 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24271.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24272_BILLS_IN_FULL(1).pdf
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