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          February 11, 2020 

 

Minutes of a Council Meeting of the Borough of Hillsdale held at 7:30 PM on Tuesday, February 11,2020, in 

the Council Chamber, Borough of Hillsdale, New Jersey.  

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Ruocco who also led the Salute to the Flag. 

 

 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT:   

This is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 11th day of February 2020.  Notice of the time and 

place of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Record; a copy was posted on the 

bulletin board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested parties. 

Please notify the Municipal Clerk for any disability requirements necessary for attendance at Mayor and Council 

meetings.  The fire exits are located through the double doors to your left.  Please silence all cell phones. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

Council Members DeRosa, Escobar, Council President Horvath, Lundy, Pizzella, Trochimiuk, Mayor Ruocco, 

(Borough Attorney Mark Madiao, BA Christopher Tietjen, Borough Clerk Denise Kohan) 

 

 

PROMOTIONS/PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS -   

 

 

PRESENTATIONS: 

 

 

OATH OF OFFICE/APPOINTMENTS:    

BOARD, COMMISSION, AND TRUSTEE APPOINTMENTS: 

Mayor Ruocco presents the name of the following individual for appointment to the indicated position  

and the specified terms of office. 

 

PLANNING BOARD:   

Daniel Friedman – Alt #1                     Non-Expiring Term 12/31/21 

 

Motion to Record: by Council Member Escobar, Second: by Council Member Pizzella. 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

Ayes:  Councilmember DeRosa, Escobar, Council President Horvath, Pizzella, Trochimiuk 

Nays:  None 

Abstain:  Councilmember Lundy 
 

 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT (Time limited, new topics only, one topic per speaker): 

 

Mayor Ruocco opened the Initial Public Comment Period at this time. 

 

Kurt Wolckenhauer, 19 Hopkins Street – 

He said River Vale will have all of these condos and asked if there was going to be flooding in the area of the 

Stonybrook stream, has it ever been looked into.  Where will all the water be dumped from that big project.  From 

Hillsdale House it all goes into the small stream and how will all the water affect Hillsdale.  Will that back up 

when we have a heavy rain?   

 

Mayor Ruocco said I have attended two of their meetings in River Vale when the hearings were going on and I 

know they have taken the necessary precautions to satisfy their Planning Board with respect to retention pits for 

the water and drainage. Beyond that I am not expert enough to tell you.  He directed him to the engineer of the 

Planning Board Mr. Chris Statile who happens to be our Borough Engineer and their engineer. 

 

Mr. Wolckenhauer said they are talking about a traffic light.  Where is all that traffic going to go and will that 

overload when the schools come out.  Is all that traffic going to come through Hillsdale? 

 

Mayor Ruocco said from what I understand there is going to be a traffic light on River Vale Road where the 

entrance to the golf course is now and I believe there will be an exit coming opposite Holiday Farms, the condo 
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across the street on Piermont and there is going to be an exit only for residents who live in that area.  I don’t 

remember if there was going to be a traffic light at that spot.  It was a concern of mine which is why I went to the 

meeting to see what type of modifications the police or Planning Board recommended for traffic because with 

cars coming out of the egress they would be making a right and heading in the direction of Pascack Valley High 

School which I know gets backed up.   

 

Mr. Wolckenhauer asked if the police looked into all of that traffic. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said I don’t know if our Police Department has but I know the River Vale Police Department had 

to make a submission and I believe a traffic engineer had a study done and it was good enough to pass their 

Planning Board requirements.  I suspect Piermont will be busier once that development is completed but as the 

traffic moves away from that area you might not see something different than what we now see on Hillsdale 

Avenue. 

 

Mr. Wolckenhauer said they are going to put a traffic light at Rivervale Road and Piermont Avenue.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said there is a stop sign there now and I think there will be a traffic light where the golf course is, 

I think they were going to do it there but I am working off memory.  All of your questions can be answered by 

Mr. Statile simply and easily.   

 

Mr. Wolkenhauer asked about the DPW, they are changing everything around. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said they took the old containers out and concrete platforms. The wells were flooding and 

contaminating the contents of the metal containers, which was bad. The recycling markets has been drastically 

changing and are very picky as to what they will take and is no longer a money making proposition, so the DPW 

put concrete ties over that and there are going to be new containers coming in that are shorter and they will have 

the ability to compress the material within them.  That is an improvement of what we had in the past.   

 

Mr. Wolkenhauer said some towns are getting rid of plastic bags and is Hillsdale going to do anything like that? 

 

Mayor Ruocco said it will be a Council decision; some of us here on the dais felt the state would take action.  I 

did not want to hamper the businesses in Hillsdale when other towns were not putting on those restrictions; if the 

state did it it would be state wide but I believed the state has backed away from these efforts and it is a question 

if the towns want to do it or not.  Shop Rite collects and recycles those bags; we don’t have a program right now 

to collect those types of plastic bags.   

 

Councilmember Pizzella said the Environmental Commission has proposed a draft ordinance on plastic bags and 

decided we will wait until the state did their thing with plastic bags.   

 

Council President Horvath said if he has any further questions on the traffic and water it might be better to go to 

one of the Council meetings in River Vale and speak to the engineer there and the Planning Board, the meetings 

are open to the public.   

 

Not seeing anyone else, Mayor Ruocco closed the Public Comment Period.                 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Council Meeting Minutes December 31, 2019 

Council Meeting Minutes January 5, 2020 – Sine Die  

Closed Session Minutes February 4, 2020 

 

Mayor Ruocco said we will take the dates individually, starting with December 31 because some Council 

members were there and some were not at each meeting. 

 

Motion by Council President Horvath, Second by Council Member DeRosa, and unanimously carried.  

 

Mayor Ruocco said that brings to the meetings of January 5 and closed minutes of February 4.   

 

Motion by Council President Horvath, Second by Council Member DeRosa, and unanimously carried.   

 

 

 

PROFESSIONALS REPORT/MONTHLY DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 

(The following correspondence on file in Borough Clerks Office) 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Councilman - Anthony DeRosa 

Councilman - John Escobar 

Council President – Zoltan Horvath 

Councilwoman - Abby Lundy 

Councilman – Frank Pizzella 

Councilwoman – Janetta Trochimiuk 

 

Councilman DeRosa said he attended the Regional Board of Ed meeting and the district business administrator 

will be retiring in June and the superintendent had nice things to say.  Applications received for the two 

principal positions screening is now going to commence and see candidates in person on February 8.  They are 

working on their budget and expect 1.9% tax levy next year; enrollment expected to be down by 65 students for 

both high schools next year.  A PV dash board will have email go out to those who subscribe and is everything 

you need to know at your fingertips.  It has been well received and will go on to Hills as well.  It is a program 

that helps students 18 to 21 with moderate learning and language disabilities to develop skills.  The program has 

been going so well that other districts have been looking at it to start programs based on that success. 

 

Councilmember Escobar said the Fire Department at a February fire meeting and police department fire rep and 

Fire Department continue a great relationship between organizations.  There is nothing for the Board of Health 

and at the next month’s meeting Janetta will report.   

 

Council President Horvath said there will be no Hillsdale Plus Club meeting in February however there will be 

other activities arranged by Patty Hughes, Recreation Director.  Activities are town art in Westwood, it will be 

one session on Thursday, February 13, from 10AM to 12PM.  On February 27 there will be master pieces and 

creating things from 10AM to noon.  Feel free to call Patty Hughes at 201-497-1560 so she can schedule you as 

one of the participants.  There will also be a regular senior luncheon at St. Johns from 11:30AM to 1:30PM on 

February 19; suggested donation of $2.00 will get a delicious baked manicotti.  DPW had meeting on January 

22 that included Bill Haffler, Mayor Ruocco, Chris Tietjen, Councilman Pizzella and myself.  We discussed the 

operating plans at the DPW and operating requirements for the upcoming year, we discussed tree maintenance 

and equipment and shared services.  Historic Committee including Captain Sean Smith and myself have taken 

the first step on a project which will result in a publication detailing the history of Hillsdale with all new photos 

and appropriate commentaries.   

 

Councilmember Lundy referred to the approval of Dec 31 and Jan 5 minutes and believed Councilmember 

Trochimiuk needs to abstain as she wasn’t sworn in yet. All agreed to let the record show that.  Library Board 

met and on Sunday there is going to be a band called book service performing from 2PM to 3:30PM; next 

Saturday the 22nd there will be a program on identity theft from 10:30 to 12:00 and you can register on line from 

the library website and March 21 is NJ Makers Day and the library is looking for local artists, crafters and 

inventors for a one day exhibit.  Finance Committee is meeting Friday, Pool Commission tomorrow night and I 

will report on those next month.   

 

Councilmember Pizzella said he gave his report last week and wanted to update it.  We are waiting for a 

response from Waste Management for their conference call.  DMI is finalizing a test concept for the industrial 

area and that test concept is going to be reviewed by the financial consultant and give us an idea what revenue 

would be for the industrial area.  The committee is going to receive a schedule and samples of different heights 

and different structures to become familiar with that.  He also wanted a follow up meeting and asked if the 

Council was available on Monday or Tuesday for a committee meeting; Tuesday then.  

 

Councilmember Trochimiuk did not have a committee to report on.   

       

    

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

 

DISCUSSION:  

2020 Proposed By-Law Changes           Mayor John Ruocco 

 

Mayor Ruocco was proposing changes for the By-Laws and most of them were in response to requests from 

Councilmembers after the Re-Org Meeting and the election of the Council President.  I looked at the By-Laws 

to see where they could be improved both for simplicity and purposes of good government.  The changes for 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/By_Laws__TO_BE_PROPOSED_2-11-20_redline_JJR_(1).pdf
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your consideration are basically seven.  The first one is to consistently use the term “Mayor and Council” for 

the governing body throughout the document and that is consistent with the definition found under Article 1 of 

the present By-Laws; the By-Laws were inconsistent, they would refer to Borough Council for the Council 

when Article 1 really just says it is the Mayor and Council otherwise known as the governing body.  I went 

through the document to try to clean that up.  The second was to clarify the ex-officio role of the Mayor and we 

discussed that at the second January Council meeting.  The third was to allow greater flexibility to Denise as 

Borough Clerk to schedule Council meetings when a holiday falls on a Tuesday.  That would address the 

election day situation.  The fourth was to clarify the election of the Council President at the annual Re-Org 

meeting, should be based on the majority of the Council members present and voting. The fifth was to prohibit 

the use of electronic devices to communicate with other Council members when council is in session.  This is 

concern for the Open Public Meetings Act.  The sixth was to include the Mayor as one of the three members of 

the Finance Committee and I will discuss that in a minute.  This is a new one that only came to your attention a 

few days ago.  The seventh was the merging of the language in article 17 into article 15 since they both dealt 

with the adoption and changes to the by-laws.  In merging them, they both remain the same it just merges them 

into one since they seem to be repetitive. 

Back to the Finance Committee, which is article 8 section 3, it had read that the following committees will 

consist of three council members shall be appointed by the Mayor at the annual meeting of the Council with the 

advice of Council.  What I am proposing in that section, it that each committee will consist of three council 

members except for the Finance Committee that will consist of two councilmembers and the Mayor.  He 

believes that anyone who is the Mayor, not just one that may have a financial background, should be party to 

the discussions of the financial decisions that affect the municipality.  The Mayor stated that he was 

appreciative that at the last two years Councilman DeRosa and then Councilman Escobar were gracious enough 

to let me take their respective seats so that he could attend.  It would be an advantage to the Mayor to sit in on 

these meetings whether you they have a financial background or not.  Its important for the Mayor to sit with the 

BA and the CMFO to discuss the financial condition of the Municipality.  Mind you, the Finance Committee 

does not have the final say, they make recommendations to the Council for the final decision.   

Mayors need to have these insights of what is going on financially in the Borough, so that they can answer 

questions that come in from residents and outside agencies.  It also allows the Mayor to better interact more 

closely with the BA and the CMFO as they and the Municipal Clerk are an integral part of the Borough.  

Regardless of the political party the Mayor is in, it would be good governance to allow the Mayor to be a 

member. 

That is my rationale.  Some towns in NJ structure all their Committees to have two Council Members and the 

Mayor, which allows the Mayor to better participate in all the committee discussions, but I am not looking for 

that. 

If these changes make sense to you, then I would ask for someone to make a motion to introduce this as a 

change in the by-laws.   

Councilmember Horvath made the motion and Councilwoman Trochimiuk seconded.   

Now we are up for discussion.   

Councilmember DeRosa stated that he thinks that we have been fortunate that you Mayor, have a good financial 

background, and with that I advocated my spot so that you could sit in on the Finance Committee and this year 

Councilman Escobar did the same.  I am not sure that I want to commit other Mayors to that same situation. 

We could potentially have a councilmember who has a better financial background than the Mayor that would 

want to be on the Committee.  There are a couple forms of government in NJ.  There is a Faulkner type, which 

we are not, where the Mayor has absolute power.  Our form of government is a strong council, weak Mayor and 

that’s what we abide by.  I feel that lately we have been asked to consider things that seem to give the Mayor a 

little bit more power than what our type of government was actually set up for.  While I understand that you see 

it as good governance, I see it as more of a shift in the balance of power and I would not support this specific 

change.  The Mayor asked is it because I would fill that seat or that any Mayor would?  Councilman DeRosa 

said it has nothing to do with you.  I feel that we have been asked to make recent changes like this in the by-

laws and contract negotiations that I feel that we have been ask to consider things that are not in line with our 

type of government.  The Mayor asked for an example of this.  Councilman DeRosa said it involves 

employment contracts that he would rather not discuss. 

 

The Mayor said this is referring to a matter that was discussed in closed session, but that was settled to 

everyone’s satisfaction.  Councilman DeRosa replied that it was, but he still feels that there is a constant drip of 

these changes that are not in support with our type of government. This is why you have committees.  They go 

to the meetings and they report back.  That is what they do.  What I see is mayors that have not served on that 

committee and they are just as up to date with the information as they would be if they were on the committee. 

 

The Mayor replied that even in this Borough, what they call “weak mayor strong council,” there is an advantage 

to having the Mayor sit in on the discussions with the BA and the CMFO. 

 

Councilman Horvath stated that the Mayor is an ex-officio member on every committee and is entitled to attend.  

The issue is four people cannot be present; the mayor’s suggestion would eliminate that quandary.  The Mayor 
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is the figurehead of this town and he represents us, and when he speaks to others he can speak more 

intelligently.   I think that it behooves us to consider what the Mayor wants us to do with this particular 

committee.  Maybe we can consider for next year doing two councilmembers and maybe a third member on a 

rotating basis so that each councilmember has access to what is going on in the town.  When things are reported 

to the council its after things have been decided by the group as a whole.  We don’t know all the details that 

went into that decision.   This is something that he (Horvath) would like to see. 

 

Councilwoman Lundy stated that she doesn’t understand that logic.  She doesn’t see how having the Mayor 

there would bring back any different information than what the three sitting councilmembers would.  

Councilman Horvath said maybe he would have a different take on it.  The Mayor had mentioned political 

parties, but the BA and the CMFO are not political positions and I don’t think that the Mayor no matter what 

political party they are in and the committee members would get any different type of information. 

 

Councilman Escobar stated that having a third council person even if they have any experience on any 

committee, even if they had less experience, should be on the committee.  They are the ones voting and need to 

have a better understanding and have as much hands-on experience as possible.  Having a Mayor that doesn’t 

vote versus a councilmember that does, its better that they have a full understanding of what is going on. 

 

The Mayor asked are you saying that because the Mayor doesn’t normally vote, the committee would be better 

served with three voting Council members.  Councilman Escobar said “Correct.” 

The Mayor asked why is that an advantage?  You are saying that the head of the government shouldn’t 

participate because he doesn’t usually get the opportunity to vote, but he does vote in a tie.  Councilman 

Escobar said its more important for the person who has a vote to have first-hand knowledge on what they are 

voting on as opposed to hearing it from somebody who doesn’t vote.  The Mayor asked if whether he would 

agree that the full council should have full knowledge of what they are voting on?   The Councilman replied 

yes. The Mayor said he has been to the Finance Committee meetings but he doesn’t report their decisions to the 

Council.  He feels that it is best to hear the interaction and details between the BA and the CMFO to better 

understand the finances.  It helps in that he wouldn’t have to take the time of the BA to go over the details after 

the finance meeting, it would be better to hear it first-hand. 

Councilwoman Lundy said if you do that then that third councilperson loses that as well if you took that spot.  

All councilmembers have the responsibility of going through the budget.   

 

Councilman Pizzella stated that fundamentally he has a problem with mixing different forms of government. 

The committees are more legislative even though they don’t make rules, they recommend and the Mayor is the 

executive.  I even understand when you say there is a benefit for the mayor to sit in and get a better 

understanding of the budget. This council has been very open minded, especially when it comes to the mayor. 

I am curious if a person tries to call into a meeting, would they count as part as a quorum? Or if the mayor came 

in and just sat and didn’t participate would that be considered part of the quorum?  Borough Attorney Madiao 

responded that even if a councilmember was there and didn’t say anything, they are still considered part of the 

quorum.  The quorum concept in the Open Public Meetings Act is if you establish a quorum, you have a public 

meeting.  It doesn’t matter if a person participates. What about if the Mayor was to call in and just listen in.  The 

Borough Attorney responded that it would be no different if he were in the room not participating.  Councilman 

Pizzella stated that he has no problem with the, Mayor sitting on the Finance Committee, but what I do have a 

problem with is binding future mayors.  If there was a way that you could participate without taking away a 

committee member that would be great.  The mayor stated that even if the Borough Attorney said that the 

Mayor could call in, I don’t think that I could contribute that much. I wouldn’t have access to documents that 

are handed out and one can easily get lost. 

Having seen first-hand what gets thrown at the Mayor or asked of the Mayor it would be beneficial to the 

Mayor to attend and have first-hand knowledge. 

 

Councilman Horvath said that there is a caveat to this.  Every year it is in our purview to change the by-laws.  If 

it doesn’t work out this year, we can change it next year.  We should be amenable to new things. 

Councilwoman Lundy said that we are already doing this year so why change it?   

 

Councilwoman Trochimiuk stated that she feels that it is a good idea.  The form of government that we have is a 

Borough form of government and in that it doesn’t mandate that a committee has to have three members on it.  

At some point the council put it in the by-laws.  Even in the future she would be agreeable to having 2 council 

members on a committee leaving the third seat open and then asking other council members to rotate 

throughout the year so other councilmembers get to sit on all the committees. 

One of the problems she sees that it seems to be that the three people sit on their committees and then they come 

back to the council with what they recommend.  They are not making any decisions or recommendations, but 

when it comes time to vote you already have three votes because they think the same way.  If you have 2 people 

on a committee and then a rotating one you will have the chance for different opinions.  If we give the Mayor 
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the chance to always be on the Finance Committee then we don’t have to deal with all the begging and pleading 

every January when it comes to the Finance Committee. 

 

The Mayor asked for any comments for the other changes in the by-laws? Not seeing anyone – we have a 

motion and a second so we will do a roll call on the by-laws as a whole: 

 

Roll Call Vote:  

Ayes:  Council President Horvath, Trochimiuk 

Nays:  Councilmember DeRosa, Escobar, Councilmember Lundy ,Pizzella  

Abstain:   

 

Borough Attorney proposed to pass the other by-law changes if the council so inclines? 

The council agreed. 

A motion to change the by-laws as proposed except for Article 8 Section 3: 

Motion: Councilmember Lundy   Second:  Councilmember Pizzella 

Ayes:  Councilmember DeRosa, Escobar, Councilmember Lundy ,Pizzella  

Nays:  Council President Horvath, Trochimiuk 

Abstain:   

 

The Mayor then announced the second public comment. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Mayor: No public in the audience.  Seeing no one – we will close the meeting to the public. 

ORDINANCES: Adoptions/Introductions: 

 

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): R20044 through R20053: 

R20044 Resolution Requesting the Approval of the Director of Local Government Services to Defer 

Regional High School Taxes 

 

WHEREAS, the regional high school tax levy for the 2019-2020 school year is $12,631,897; and 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Hilldale does hereby request the consent of the Director of the 

Division of Local Government Services in the Department of Community Affairs to defer $6,315,949 
 

 

R20045 Resolution Appointing the Firm of Friend & Wenzel, LLC as Public Defender for the Borough of 

Hillsdale 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has a need to retain a Public Defender as a Fair and Open contract pursuant 

to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.7; and, 

 

WHEREAS, funds will be available by way of budget and bond ordinances to compensate said Public Defender; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq. commonly known as the “New Jersey Local Unit Pay to Play Law” 

that took effect on January 1, 2006; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has fully complied with the “fair and open” process set forth under N.J.S.A. 19:44A-

20.1 et seq.; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has determined that Friend & Wenzel, LLC located at 1000 Clifton Avenue, 

Clifton, New Jersey 07013 will be the most advantageous to the Borough; and   

WHEREAS, Friend & Wenzel, LLC, has completed and submitted a “Contribution Statement by Professional 

Business Entity” as required by Hillsdale Borough Ordinance No. 04-14, entitled, “An Ordinance Establishing a 

Borough Policy for the Awarding of Public Professional Service Contracts”; and Ordinance No. 11-19 

“Amending Chapter 12, Contracts, Public Professional Service and Chapter 305, Contribution Disclosure 

Statements” 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20044.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20045.pdf
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BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Mayor and Borough Clerk are authorized to execute such contract with Friend 

& Wenzel, LLC at the rates specified in his proposal submitted January 28, 2020; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hillsdale Borough Council hereby award a contract to 

Friend & Wenzel, LLC through December 31, 2020 or until a successor is qualified or appointed. 

 

R20046 Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish a Cap Bank 

(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14) 

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A: 4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the preparation of its 

annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget up to 2.5% unless authorized by ordinance 

to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and, 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by ordinance, 

appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% percentage rate as 

an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and,  

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale in the County of Bergen finds it advisable and 

necessary to increase its CY 2020 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, in the 

interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and, 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council hereby determines that a 1% increase in the budget for said year, 

amounting to $104,191 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted by the Local 

Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and, 

WHEREAS the Mayor and Council hereby determines that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not 

appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the 

next two succeeding years. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough, in the County of 

Bergen, a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body affirmatively concurring, that, in 

the CY 2020 budget year, the final appropriations of the Borough shall, in accordance with this ordinance and 

N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14, be increased by 3.5%, amounting to $364,669, and that the CY 2020 municipal budget 

for the Borough be approved and adopted in accordance with this ordinance; and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as 

part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two 

succeeding years; and, 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed with the Director 

of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and,  

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded vote 

included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption. 

 

R20047 Payment of Bills 

 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20046.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20047_a_updated_pmt_of_bills.pdf
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R20048 Resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Approve and Sign the Professional Service Agreement with 

CGP&H for Housing Rehabilitation Program Services 

 
 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Hillsdale advertised a Request for Proposal (“RFP”) for Housing Rehabilitation 

Program Services; and 

WHEREAS, Community Grants Planning & Housing, whose address is 1249 South River Road, Suite 301, 

Cranbury, New Jersey (hereinafter referred to as “CGP&H”), a New Jersey Department of Community Affairs 

approved Affordable Housing Administrative Agent that specializes in all aspects of affordable housing, planning, 

affordable housing compliance, and the procurement of grants and loans, submitted its proposal for Housing 

Rehabilitation Program Services for the Borough of Hillsdale on January 27, 2020;  and  

WHEREAS, CGP&H was awarded the contract based upon the recommendation of the RFP Review Committee; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council hereby desires to execute the Contract with CGP&H that was presented for 

the provision of said services (attached hereto and made a part hereof); and 

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale desires to authorize the Mayor to sign said contract on 

behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey, that Mayor John Ruocco is hereby authorized to sign the contract with CGP&H on behalf of the 

Borough of Hillsdale, and all other appropriate Borough professionals are hereby authorized and directed to 

take any and all steps necessary to effectuate the purposes of said contract. 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20048.pdf
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R20049 Resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Enter into and Sign an Agreement for the 2019 Bergen 

County Open Space, Recreation, Floodplain Protection, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust 

Fund – Centennial Field Improvements   
 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale wish to enter into a Bergen County Trust 

Fund Project Contract (“Contract”) with the County of Bergen for the purpose of using a $81,656.00 matching 

grant award from the 2019 Funding Round of the Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Floodplain Protection, 

Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund (“Trust Fund”) for the municipal park project entitled Centennial 

Field Improvement Project, located on Lincoln Avenue, on the tax maps of the Block 2101 Lot 22; 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and/or the Borough 

Administrator to be a signatory to the aforesaid Contract; and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby acknowledge that, in general, the use of 

this Trust Fund grant towards this approved park project must be completed by or about December 23, 2021; and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council acknowledge that the grant 

will be disbursed to the municipality as a reimbursement upon submittal of certified Trust Fund 

payment and project completion documents and municipal vouchers, invoices, proofs of 

payment, and other such documents as may be required by the County in accordance with the 

Trust Fund’s requirements; and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council acknowledge that the grant 

disbursement to the municipality will be equivalent to fifty (50) percent of the eligible 

construction costs incurred (not to exceed total grant award) applied towards only the approved 

park improvements identified in the aforesaid Contract in accordance with the Trust Fund’s 

requirements. Professional Services Costs may be reimbursed from grant award’s unexpended 

balance, should there be a balance. 

 

R20050 Resolution Hiring Temporary Snowplow Laborer for the 2020 Winter Season 
 

WHEREAS, there exists a need for a Temporary Snow Plow Laborers within the Borough of Hillsdale 

Department of Public Works for the 2020 winter season; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the following meets the requirements to fill the positions at the Department of Public Works: 

Non-CDL Drivers at the rate of $25.00/hour 

James Moriarty 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council Borough that James Moriarty is hereby 

appointed to the position of Temporary Snow Plow Laborers for the 2020 winter season for the Department of 

Public Works, effective approximately January 17, 2020 until approximately April 30, 2020 on an as needed 

basis. 

R20051 Resolution Increasing the Price for the Services of D&L Paving for Additional Work – Change 

Order #2 
 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale (“Borough”), by Resolution dated July 16, 2019 awarded to D&L Paving 

675 Franklin Avenue Nutley, New Jersey 07110 the 2019 Road Program for the Borough of Hillsdale in the base 

bid amount of $679,003.70; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has proposed Change Order #2 for an increase in the amount not to exceed 

of $45,521.04 due to unforeseen additional work; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator is recommending the approval by the Governing Body of Change Order 

No. 2; and  

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20049.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20050.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20051.pdf
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council do hereby authorize the execution by 

the Administrator of Change Order No. 2 pursuant to which the Contract Price will be increased in an amount not 

to exceed $45,521.04. 

 

 

R20052 Resolution Authorizing the Rejection of all Bid Submissions for the Memorial Field – Athletic 

Field Improvements 
   

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale sought public bids for the Memorial Field – Athletic Field Improvements; 

and  

WHEREAS, on January 10, 2020, two (2) sealed bids were received and opened by the Borough of Hillsdale, 

from the following contractors: 

      

     Matina & Son, Inc. 

Bob Viersma & Sons, Inc 

    

WHREAS, The lowest bid substantially exceeds the cost estimates for the goods or services; and 

WHEREAS, Borough of Hillsdale desires to reject all bids received and re-advertise the bids. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the rejection of the two (2) bids submitted for the Memorial Field 

– Athletic Field Improvements pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby instructed to return the two (2) bids received 

for the Memorial Field – Athletic Field Improvements and is hereby authorized to re-advertise for the same. 

BE IT FURTHE RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately.   

 

 

R20053 Resolution Appointing Christopher Tietjen as Qualified Purchasing Agent for the Borough of 

Hillsdale 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:34-5 et seq. establishes the criteria for qualifying as a Qualified Purchasing Agent; and 

WHEREAS, the Qualified Purchasing Agent shall be duly assigned the authority, responsibility and 

accountability for the purchasing of the Borough, and who has such duties as defined by the Borough appropriate 

to the form and structure of the Borough and shall have the power to recommend the award of contracts permitted 

by N.J.S.A. 40:11-1 et seq; and 

WHEREAS, Christopher Tietjen was appointed as Interim Qualified Purchasing Agent for the Borough of 

Hillsdale effective January 1, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, Christopher Tietjen has now successfully completed the certification course for Qualified 

Purchasing Agent (“QPA”); and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body, that Christopher Tietjen be and hereby is 

appointed as Qualified Purchasing Agent for the Borough of Hillsdale, with no additional compensation. 

If anyone would like any of these pulled, please let me know now.  

Councilmember DeRosa said just a statement in regards to the resolution for Memorial Field.  We will be going 

back out to bid for that. 

 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20052.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/20053.pdf
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Motion: Councilmember Lundy   Second:  Councilmember DeRosa 

Ayes:  Councilmember DeRosa, Escobar, Council President Horvath, Pizzella, Trochimiuk 

Nays:   

Abstain:   

 

OFF-CONSENT: 

 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTARIES: 

Councilman DeRosa just wanted to thank and congratulate Chris Tietjen on passing his QPA and for his regular 

monthly report that he has sent out that is extremely valuable. The Texas Hold ‘Em at the Firehouse is February 

28th.  The Rutgers Safety Clinic at Borough Hall is February 20th .  If you want to coach any sport you must be 

Rutgers Certified and lastly there is a free shredding event on March 7th at the DPW for residents.   

 

The Mayor wanted to add a thank you to the Council for having faith in me by adding me to the Finance 

Committee.  I just wish that I could have done a better job to convince you for good governance reasons, for 

appointing the Mayor as a permanent member of the Finance Committee. 

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION:   

 

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING: 

 

ADJOURNMENT:   

 

Motion to adjourn Councilman Pizzella  Second DeRosa 

All were in favor 

Meeting Adjourned. 

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE 

TUESDAY, MARCH 3, 2020 

 

 

 

Denise Kohan, Municipal Clerk  

 

          _____________________________ 

               

                   APPROVED AS PRESENTED   


