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Minutes of a Council Meeting of the Borough of Hillsdale held at 10:00 AM on Thursday, February 14, 2019, 

in the Council Chamber, Borough of Hillsdale, New Jersey. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Ruocco who also led the Salute to the Flag. 

 

 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT:   

This is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 14th day of February, 2019.  Notice of the time and 

place of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Record; a copy was posted on the 

bulletin board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested parties. 

Please notify the Municipal Clerk for any disability requirements necessary for attendance at Mayor and Council 

meetings.  The fire exits are located through the double doors to your left.  Please silence all cell phones. 

ROLL CALL: 

Council Members Escobar, Horvath, Segalas, Council President Pizzella (Mayor Ruocco, Attorney Madaio, 

CMFO DeJoseph, Borough Clerk Kohan).  Absent:  Council Members DeRosa and Lundy. 

 

PROMOTIONS/PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS  

 

 

OATH OF OFFICE/APPOINTMENTS:   

Hillsdale Volunteer Fire Department Member – Vicky Patel 

Hillsdale Volunteer Fire Department Member – Kenny Kasper 

 

Mayor Ruocco stated that the members are not here and will be sworn in at another time. 

 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT (Time limited, new topics only, one topic per speaker): 

Mayor Ruocco opened the Initial Public Comment portion at this time, seeing no one, the Initial Public 

Comment portion was closed. 

 

 

PRESENTATIONS: 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Closed Session Minutes February 5, 2019 

Council Meeting Minutes February 5, 2019 

 

Motion by Council Member Horvath, Second by Council Member Segalas. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members Escobar, Horvath, Segalas 

Nays:  None 

Absent:  Council Members DeRosa and Lundy 

Abstain:  Council President Pizzella 

 

PROFESSIONALS REPORT/MONTHLY DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 

 (The following correspondence on file in Borough Clerks Office) 

 

 

COUNCIL COMMITTEES: 

Mayor Ruocco announces the following COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON(S) for the 

year 2019. 

      

Ordinance Review Committee Steven Segalas 

DPW Committee Zoltan Horvath 

 

 Motion: by Council Member Segalas, Second: by Council President Pizzella, and unanimously carried. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/OATH_Fire_Company_Patel.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/OATH_Fire_Company_Kasper.pdf
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Councilman - Anthony DeRosa 

Councilman - John Escobar 

Councilman – Zoltan Horvath 

Councilwoman - Abby Lundy 

Councilman – Steven Segalas 

Council President – Frank Pizzella 

 

 

Councilman Escobar said the Board of Health meeting was postponed due to the weather.  As a reminder, the 

Fire Dept will be holding their Texas Hold ‘Em February 27th.   

 

Councilman Horvath said a DPW meeting was held for approximately four hours and discuss the future plans of 

the DPW including the acquisition of vehicles and personnel.  He will advise the Council of the details.  EMT 

was discussed and funding if possible.  Seniors have an extremely long list of activities for the year and make 

that available to the Council.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said typically for the EMT we do provide an annual stipend. Councilman Horvath said they were 

looking for other funding and Councilman DeRosa will fill the Council in on that.   

 

Council President Pizzella said he will discuss Redevelopment in closed session.  He said the Redevelopment 

Investigation Report is on line and the Planning Board will have a public hearing on February 26th. 

 

Councilman Segalas said he will reserve his remarks for the next public meeting.       

    

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

1. Letter dated January 29, 2019 from Richard Sabato, President of the Bergen County Building & 

Construction Trades sharing information in regards to the Power Plant being planned in Hudson County. 

Motion to receipt and file:  Motion by Council Member Horvath, Second  by Council Member Escobar, and 

unanimously carried. 

 

DISCUSSION:  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Mayor Ruocco said seeing no one in the audience, we will open and close the 

comment period.   

 

ORDINANCES: (Introductions/Adoptions) 

 

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): R19050 through R19059: 

 

R19050 Payment of Bills 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Correspondence.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Correspondence.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19050.pdf
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R19051 A Resolution Authorizing the Execution of an Interlocal Agreement for the Establishment of the 

Public Safety Answering Point Telephone System by and Between the Borough of Paramus and 

the Borough of Hillsdale 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Paramus and the Borough of Hillsdale seek to enter into an Interlocal 

Agreement wherein the Borough of Paramus will provide telephonic access to the "Public Safety 

Answering Point" (PSAP) service on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale, and; 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:17C-1 et seq., all Municipalities of the State of New Jersey are 

required to provide telephonic access to an appropriate "PSAP" service, and; 

 

WHEREAS, regionalized providing of such services is a concept specifically endorsed by the 

aforementioned statutory scheme, and; 

 

WHEREAS, both of the parties to such an Agreement are authorized by law to enter into an agreement 

with one another to provide jointly for any lawful service to and for the residents of the respective 

municipalities pursuant to the provisions of the "Interlocal Services Act" N.J.S.A. 40:8A-1 et seq., and; 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Councils of the Borough of Paramus and the Borough of Hillsdale recognize 

that the implementation of an Interlocal Agreement to provide "PSAP' service, on a regionalized, cost-

sharing, basis is still in the best interest of the taxpayers of the respective municipalities. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, hereby authorizes the execution of a "PSAP" Interlocal Services 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19051.pdf
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Agreement with the Borough of Paramus for a period of one year. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the cost of same shall be in the amount of $5,269.50 for calendar 

year 2019. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey, hereby authorizes the execution of the attached Agreement with the Borough 

of Paramus. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Agreement shall take effect upon the execution of the 

Agreement and adoption of Resolutions by both parties as provided by law. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of the Agreement be maintained on file and open to public 

inspection at the office of the Borough Clerk. 
 

R19052 Resolution Hiring Full Time Laborer – Department of Public Works – Stephen Cooke 

WHEREAS, there exists a need for a Full Time Laborer within the Borough of Hillsdale Department of Public 

Works; and, 

  

WHEREAS, Stephen Cooke meets the requirements to fill the position at the Department of Public Works; and 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council Borough that Stephen Cooke is hereby 

appointed to the position of Full Time Laborer in the Department of Public Works, effective March 4, 2019, at 

the annual salary rate of $36,938.28 (to be adjusted to the starting 2019 salary once the agreement is settled 

between the Department of Public Works). 

 

R19053 Resolution Authorizing Refund of Tax Overpayment – 82 Beechwood Drive 

 

WHEREAS, a duplicate tax payment has resulted in overpayment of taxes for 2018 on the property listed 

below,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale authorize 

the Tax Collector to refund the following taxes:   

Block 1110 Lot 7 

82 Beechwood Drive            $  2,785.08 

Refund to:  

Core Logic 

95 Methodist Hill Rd. 

Suite 100 

Rochester, NY 14623 

 

R19054 Resolution Awarding the Contract for Stonybrook Swim Club Pool Opening/Closing/Maintenance 

for 2019-2020 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale promulgated bid specifications to obtain bids for the opening and closing 

and the maintenance of the pools at Stonybrook Swim Club for 2019-2020; and, 

WHEREAS, bids were obtained in accordance with applicable law and bids for the Project were opened February 

5, 2019 at Borough Hall; and,  

WHEREAS, one (1) bidder responded to the Request for Bids; and, 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19052.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19053.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19054.pdf
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WHEREAS, the lowest responsible bidder was Lehmann Pools & Spas with a base bid total for the 2019 season 

in the amount of One Hundred Ninety-Nine Thousand Six Hundred Dollars and No Cents ($199,600.00) for the 

pool opening/closing/weekly maintenance and maintenance work and Six Thousand One Hundred Dollars and 

No Cents ($6,100.00) for alternates 1A & 3A for the 2019 season and with a base bid total for the 2020 season in 

the amount of One Hundred Fifty-Two Thousand Five Hundred Dollars and No Cents ($152,500.00) for the pool 

opening/closing/weekly maintenance and Twenty-One Thousand Four Hundred Dollars and No Cents 

($21,400.00) for alternates 2A,4A for the 2020 season; and 

WHEREAS, for both pool seasons 2019 and 2020 the alternate bid number 6A & 7A were also accepted for the 

hourly rate for unspecified work and for the mark up on parts for unspecified open-ended work; and  

WHEREAS, Lehmann Pools & Spas has met all of the bid specifications for the Project. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey that the contract for the Opening/Closing/Weekly Maintenance of Stonybrook Pools 

as well as the services listed above are awarded to Lehmann Pools & Spas, 644 Wyckoff Avenue, Mahwah, New 

Jersey 07430 and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized, on behalf of the Borough, to execute an 

Agreement with Lehmann Pools & Spas for the specified services and amounts listed above. A copy of the 

executed Agreement shall be on file in the office of the Borough Clerk. 

 

R19055 Resolution Authorizing Bergen County Cooperative Pricing System #11-BeCCP: Contract 

Purchasing System #CK04 – Service Commodity: Diesel Fuel 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the Bergen County Cooperative Pricing System and desires 

to use the Co-Op for the purchase of diesel fuel; and 

WHEREAS, the Bergen County Cooperative Pricing System (ID #11-BeCCP), awarded to various vendors under 

the Co-Op Bid #17-42 for the purchase of diesel fuel; and  

WHEREAS, the Contract Period is September 21, 2017 through September 20, 2019; and 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Hillsdale authorizes the purchase of diesel fuel 

under the Bergen County Cooperative Pricing System ID #11-BeCCP, Bid #17-42 with the vendor 

Rachles/Michele’s Oil Co, 116 Kuller Road, Clifton, New Jersey 07011 under the county contract prices with an 

amount not to exceed twenty-five thousand dollars and no cents ($25,000.00). 

 

R19056 Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of One Single Axle Dump Truck Through Robert H. Hoover 

& Sons, Inc. 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale received one (1) quote for one (1) 2020 Western Star Model 4700 Single 

Axle Dump Truck; and 

WHEREAS, Robert H. Hoover & Sons, Inc. of 149 Gold Mine Road, Flanders, NJ 07836, offered the only quote 

of $204,119.00 for the base amount and options A-D; and 

WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Borough Administrator/Certified Purchasing Agent to award this 

contract to Robert H. Hoover & Sons, Inc. of 149 Gold Mine Road, Flanders, NJ 07836 in the amount of 

$204,119.00; and, 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey, that the purchase be awarded to: Robert H. Hoover & Sons, Inc, in the amount of 

$204,119.00; and   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Purchasing Agent is authorized to issue a purchase order to: Robert H. 

Hoover & Sons, Inc, in the net amount of $204,119.00 for the purchase of one (1) 2020 Western Star Model 4700 

Single Axle Dump Truck. 

 

R19057 Resolution Authorizing Refund of Tax Payment – Veteran’s Deductions 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19055.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19056.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19057.pdf
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WHEREAS, the Hillsdale Tax Assessor has reviewed the veteran’s deduction applications on the properties 

listed below and found same to be qualified for the veteran’s deduction; and 

WHEREAS, the veteran’s deduction was allowed after the tax bills were printed, and the deduction was not 

included in the 2017 and/or 2018 billing; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor & Council authorize the Tax Collector to refund 

the $250.00 veterans’ deduction for the following residents: 

         2017        2018 

Ryan Kluz 

112 Central Avenue 

Block 1526 Lot 8        $   250.00 

 

George Hamilton 

147  Riverdale St. 

Block 1618 Lot 5        $   250.00 

 

S. Martin Lieberman 

222 Liberty Avenue 

Block 1905 Lot 1    $   250.00   $    250.00 

      $   250.00   $   750.00 

R19058 Resolution Authorizing the Rejection All Bids for the Operation of the Concession Stand at 

Stonybrook Swim Club for the Years 2019, 2020, & 2021 and to allow the Re-advertisement of 

the same.  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale sought public bids for the Operation of the Concession Stand at 

Stonybrook Swim Club for the years 2019, 2020 & 2021; and 

  

WHEREAS, on Tuesday, February 5, 2019, two (2) sealed bids were received and opened by the Borough of 

Hillsdale, from the following contractors:  

  

     P and M Food Concessions, Inc 

Mellsworth Foods LLC 

    

WHEREAS, the highest bidder (Mellsworth Foods LLC) and the second bidder (P and M Concessions, Inc) 

failed to submit the required Consent of Surety; and 

WHEREAS, Borough of Hillsdale desires to reject all bids received and re-advertise the bids. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the rejection of the two (2) bids submitted for the Operation of the 

Concession Stand at Stonybrook Swim Club for the years 2019, 2020 & 2021 pursuant to the Local Public 

Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby instructed to return the two (2) bids received 

for the Operation of the Concession Stand at Stonybrook Swim Club for the years 2019, 2020 & 2021and is 

hereby authorized to re-advertise for the same. 

 

BE IT FURTHE RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately.   
 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19058C.pdf
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R19059 Resolution Authorizing the Borough Clerk to Advertise for Bids for Sidewalk Improvements 

Along Piermont Avenue 
 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body sees a need for sidewalk improvements along Piermont Avenue; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale submitted a grant application and a grant agreement with the New Jersey 

Department of Transportation for the Safety Improvements along Piermont Avenue; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale was awarded a grant in the amount $199,650.00 funded by the New 

Jersey Transportation Fund Authority Act, Job Number 2206412; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator is hereby authorized to prepare bid specifications based on that need: 

and 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale authorizes the Borough Clerk to 

advertise for Sidewalk Improvements along Piermont Avenue in the Borough of Hillsdale. 

Motion by Council President Pizzella,  Second by Council Member Horvath. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members Segalas, Escobar, Horvath, Council President Pizzella 

Nays:  None 

 

 

OFF-CONSENT: 

 

Motion to adopt______   Second ______ 

Council Members Lundy, Council President Pizzella, Segalas, DeRosa, Escobar, Horvath 

 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTARIES: 

 

Council Member Horvath said kudos to DPW for the great job they have been doing with the snow storms. 

 

Council President Pizzella said Happy Valentine’s Day. 

 

Mayor Ruocco thanked all the new volunteers of the Fire Department; they are not here today, for volunteering 

their time and efforts to help keep us safe.  He had received many remarks on the DPW efforts in the last snow 

storm; they come to him saying it is a good job Mr. Mayor.  I always tell them the Mayor has little to do with it, 

it is really the DPW team, Superintendent Haffler and his men, the Borough Administrator and the outside help.  

Our Administrator and DPW Superintendent get together before every event and plot out a protocol.  Not every 

storm is treated the same and things do vary; so far this year and last year they have done a very good job in terms 

of the actual event.   

 

With respect to the proposed changes to the Veterans Park memorial, the American Legion is one third through 

their fund raising efforts; half of the total funding is coming from the grant and the other half the Legion is raising  

at no cost to the town. The improvements they are planning in the town park will result in a  good looking 

monument; design drafts are in the Boro Hall lobby and there is an educational component attached to the finished 

product; there will be electronic kiosks where you can do research on any wars the town has contributed men to 

help defend our country.  The public needs to support this with their donations, the Legion will take anything big 

or small and you can do it by mail, or on line.  It is appropriate to honor all those who serve the country, who died 

in the wars defending the country.  Residents can contribute to the  Veterans Memorial Project at the  American 

Legion Post 162.org website where you will find information for this project and how to make donations. 

 

Councilman Horvath said if you have family members who have served you can have a small history of their 

service.          

 

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION:   

R19060      To provide for a meeting not open to the public in accordance with the provisions of the New 

Jersey Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 – Redevelopment 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19059B.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19060.pdf
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WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale is subject to certain requirements of the Open 

Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq; and 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 provides that an Executive Session not open to 

the public may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale to discuss in a session not 

open to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b) and designated 

below: 

     (1) Matters required by law to be confidential.  

__ (2) Matters where the release of information would impair the right to receive funds. 

__ (3) Matters involving individual privacy –  

__ (4) Matters relating to collective bargaining -   

__ (5) Matters relating to the purchase, lease or acquisition of real property or the investment of public 

           funds. 

___(6) Matters relating to public safety and property –  

X  (7) Matters relating to litigation, negotiations and the attorney-client privilege – Redevelopment 

      8) Matters relating to the employment relationship –  

__ (9) Matters relating to the potential imposition of a penalty. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale assembled in public 

session this date that an Executive Session closed to the public be and the same is hereby authorized for 

discussion of matters relating to the specified items designated above.  It is anticipated that the deliberations 

conducted in closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the Borough Council that 

the public interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality. 

Motion by Council President Pizzella,  Second by Council Member Horvath, and unanimously carried.  

 

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING: 

 

Motion to reconvene by Council President Pizzella, Second  by Council Member Escobar, and unanimously 

carried.  

 

ADJOURNMENT:   

Motion to adjourn by Council President Pizzella, Second by Council Member Escobar, and unanimously carried.   

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE  

 

TUESDAY, March 5, 2019 

 

 

 

 

Denise Kohan, Municipal Clerk  

 

          _____________________________ 

               

                           APPROVED AS PRESENTED     


