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 Regular Meeting  

March 12, 2024 

Council Meeting Minutes 

March 12, 2024 

 

Mayor Sheinfield opened the meeting by having Chief Smith lead the Pledge of Allegiance then called the meeting 

to order by reading the Open Public Meeting Statement: 

 

This is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 12th day of March, 2024.  Notice of the time and place 

of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Bergen Record; a copy was posted on the 

bulletin board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested parties. 

Please silence all cell phones. Please wait to be recognized by the Mayor during the Public Hearing and the Public 

Comment part of the meeting.  You will need to state your name and town of residence for the record. This 

meeting was held via Zoom due to the weather. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

Council President Council President Escobar, Council Members Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Mayor 

Sheinfield (Borough Administrator Mike Ghassali, Borough Clerk Denise Kohan, Borough Attorney Mark 

Madaio)  

 

 

APPOINTMENTS/OATH OF OFFICE:  

24112 Resolution Promoting Brian Considine to the Position of Detective Sergeant in the Hillsdale 

Police Department 

 

        WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale (the “Borough”) intends to promote Brian Considine 

(“Employee”) to the rank of Detective Sergeant in the Hillsdale Police Department on March 12, 2024; and 

   WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to authorize such promotion by adoption of this Resolution, together 

with such actions as may be required to implement the same; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 1. Brian Considine be and hereby is promoted to the rank of Detective Sergeant in the Hillsdale Police 

Department effective on March 12, 2024, or on such date as his oath of office is administered. 

 2. The Mayor, the Borough Clerk, the Chief of Police, the Borough Attorney and the Borough Labor 

Attorney are authorized to take any and all necessary and appropriate actions to effectuate the terms of this 

Resolution. 

Motion Ruocco   Second Lundy 

Ayes: Council President Escobar, Councilmember Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk 

Nays: none 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24112BB.pdf
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Chief Smith thanked the Administrator and Mayor and Council for approving the promotion.  Chief Smith then 

presented a summary of the accomplishments by Officer Considine. 

His family was invited to come up for his swearing in by Mayor Sheinfield.  Detective Sergeant Considine 

thanked everyone who has and continues to support him in his career and is very grateful for this promotion. 

 

Oath of Office – Detective Sgt. Brian Considine 

 

Fire Department Full Members                        Mayor Michael Sheinfield 

 Landen Morgan          

 Joseph O’Connor 

 

Mayor Sheinfield presented the Oath of Office to Joseph O’Connor. 

 

Motion to approve Ruocco  Second  Trochimiuk 

Ayes: Councilmember Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar 

Nays: none 

 

Oath of Office – Landen Morgan 

Oath of Office Joseph O’Connor 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

February 21, 2024 Council Meeting Minutes  

 

Motion Lundy   Second  Ruocco 

Ayes: Councilmember Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Council President Escobar, Fox 

Nays: none 

Abstain: Trochimiuk 

 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT (time limited to 3 minutes, items on the agenda only, one topic per speaker -please 

state your name and town of residence for the record) 

Jonathan DeJoseph – Hillsdale 

There is a resolution on for an additional $55,000 for Professional Services for Centennial Field and asked how 

much money has already been spent on Centennial and what amount is anticipated to be spent on professionals 

for work at this field.  The Administrator stated that $345,000 has been spent on professionals and for the drainage 

system but does not have a breakdown for each.  As far as what is anticipated to be spent, he cannot comment at 

this time as this work will be going out to bid and would affect the bidding process. The resolution on for tonight 

is for $55,000 for professional services for Centennial Field only. 

Councilmember Lundy asked the Borough Attorney to clarify if this part of the meeting is for public comment or 

public questions as this is more of public questioning.  The Borough Attorney stated that this is for public 

comments but defers to the chair as to entertaining questions as we do occasionally entertain questions.  

James Lawlor – Hillsdale 

He is excited about the future of the fields.  He and parents are on board with the future of the fields and looks 

forward to what is to come. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Oath_Landen_Morgan.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Oath_Joe_Oconnor.pdf
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Paul Kapo – Hillsdale 

Seconds the comments by Mr. Lawlor.  He has spoken to other residents and the fields have been an issue for a 

long time and he looks forward to the future of the fields as well. 

Seeing no other residents looking to speak, Mayor Sheinfield closed the first public comment portion of the 

meeting. 

PROFESSIONALS REPORT: 

Engineering Report – February 2024 

Nick Chelius summed up the Engineering Report for February. Colliers just provided proposals for both 

Centennial Field and Memorial Field.  The Centennial Field project is on the agenda for consideration tonight. 

They have provided plans to the Borough for the Beechwood Nature Trail and they are being reviewed by the 

environmental Committee and they are waiting for their blessing and will then submit to the DEP.  Depending on 

what permits are needed, this will determine how long the DEP will take to give approval. Once the final plan is 

approved he will have a better idea of what permits are needed and can give a better timeline. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Council members serve as liaisons to departments and committees in Hillsdale to provide the governing body and the public 

with an update on arising issues, actions considered, and actions taken within a given organization.    

Liaisons are not expected to be intimately familiar with the granular issues being considered by committees and departments. 

The people responsible for such information are the B.A. and the internal head of the department or committee.  

Should anyone have questions requiring an in-depth response, and the council person is not comfortable providing the 

answer, I will direct the B.A. to provide a response. If an answer cannot be immediately ascertained, it will be the 

responsibility of the B.A. to speak to relevant parties and provide the person making the inquiry with a timely response. The 

B.A. will then report back his findings to the mayor, council, and public at the next public meeting.  

 

Councilman – Clemente Osso 

He would like to Welcome Dan Conte as the new Recreation Director. He is introducing a new brochure will all 

the activities that will be held in town.  Baseball opening Day is April 6th with a rain date of April 7th so come 

out and enjoy the day. 

 

Councilwoman – Janetta Trochimiuk 

The Library Board would like to remind everyone that this Saturday is Makers Day at the Library. There will be 

several activities going on all day at the library, we encourage you to come on by and see what the library has to 

offer.  There is an open part-time position at the library so interested candidates should check the website for 

more information. 

The Economic Development Committee is meeting with the Borough Planner, Darlene Green next week and 

will get more information from her to solidify the concept they are looking to bring to the town. 

Borough Administrator – Mike Ghassali 

 

Council President - John Escobar 

The Police Committee met last week where a discussion took place regarding the promotion of Officer 

Considine.   

 

Councilwoman - Abby Lundy 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/March_2024_Engineering_Report.pdf
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Stonybrook registration opens Monday March 18th and early registration closes on May 5th.  They will be 

holding an Open House on May 18th from 10-3. There is a 10% discount for new members. 

The Senior Luncheon is March 20th at St. Johns.  The Field Committee met last week to discuss Memorial and 

Centennial field.   

 

 

BUDGET ORDINANCES 

24-07 (Introduction) 

Borough of Hillsdale Calendar Year 2024 – Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits 

and to Establish a Cap Bank (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14) 

 
WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A: 4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the preparation of its annual 

budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget up to 2.5% unless authorized by ordinance to increase it to 

3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and, 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by ordinance, appropriate 

the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% percentage rate as an exception to its 

final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and, 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale (the “Borough”) in the County of Bergen finds it 

advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2024 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, in 

the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and, 

    WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council hereby determines that a 1% increase in the budget for said year, 

  amounting to $ 123,703.31 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted by the 

  Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and, 

WHEREAS the Mayor and Council hereby determines that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated 

as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding 

years. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough in the County of Bergen, a 

majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body affirmatively concurring, that, in the CY 2023 budget 

year, the final appropriations of the Borough shall, in accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14, be 

increased by 3.5%, amounting to $432,961.59, and that the CY 2023 municipal budget for the Borough be approved and 

adopted in accordance with this ordinance; and, 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of 

the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years; and, 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed with the Director of the 

Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and, 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded vote included 

thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 24-07 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a Meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 Hillsdale 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24-07a_(I).pdf
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Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on April 2, 2024 and at said time and place all persons interested will be given 

an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said 

ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice of its introduction 

and of the time and place, when and where said ordinance would be considered for final passage. 
 

Motion Lundy   Second  Escobar 

Ayes: Councilmember Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy 

Nays: none 

 

 

2024 BUDGET 

Updated Budget Presentation 

2024 Introduced Budget 

 

BUDGET INTRODUCTION RESOLUTIONS 

24098  Waiver of Reading in Full the 2024 Budget 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-8 permits that the Budget as advertised may be read by its title providing that at least 

one week prior to the date of the hearing a complete copy of the approved budget shall 

 

 a) be posted in a public place where public notices are customarily posted, and 

 b) is made available to each person requesting the same during said week and during the public hearing, 

and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has complied with the aforesaid requirements. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Borough is hereby permitted to waive the reading in full, of the 

Municipal Budget for the year ending December 31, 2024. 

Motion  Escobar   Second Trochimiuk 

Ayes: Councilmember Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy, Osso 

Nays: none 

 

 

24099 Self-Examination of Budget 

 

 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-78b has authorized the Local Finance Board to adopt rules that permit 

municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility, normally granted to the Director of the 

Division of Local Government Services, of conducting the annual budget examination; and 

 WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-7 was adopted by the Local Finance Board on February 11, 1997; and 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/UPDATED_3.12.24_2024_BUDGET_OVERVIEW.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/2024_Budget_Introduction.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24098.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24099.pdf
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 WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.2 through 7.5, the BOROUGH of HILLSDALE has been 

declared eligible to participate in the program by the Division of Local government Services, and the Chief 

Financial officer has determined that the local government meets the necessary conditions to participate in the 

program for the 2023 budget year. 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the BOROUGH of HILLSDALE 

that in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-7.6a & 7.6b and based upon the Chief Financial Officer's certification, the 

governing body has found the budget has met the following requirements: 

 1. That with reference to the following items, the amounts have been calculated pursuant to law and 

appropriated as such in the budget: 

  a. Payment of interest and debt redemption charges 

  b. Deferred charges and statutory expenditures 

  c. Cash deficit of preceding year 

  d. Reserve for uncollected taxes 

  e. Other reserves and non-disbursement items 

  f. Any inclusions of amounts required for school  

   purposes. 

 2. That the provisions relating to limitation on increases of appropriations pursuant to N.J.S.A. 

40A:4-45.2 and appropriations for exceptions to limits on appropriations found at N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.3 et seq., 

are fully met (complies with CAP law). 

 3. That the budget is in such form, arrangement, and content as required by the Local Budget Law 

and N.J.A.C. 5:30-4 and 5:30-5. 

 4. That pursuant to the Local Budget Law: 

a. All estimates of revenue are reasonable, accurate and correctly stated, 

  b. Items of appropriation are properly set forth 

  c. In itemization, form, arrangement and content, the budget will  

permit the exercise of the comptroller function within the municipality. 

 5. The budget and associated amendments have been introduced and publicly advertised in 

accordance with the relevant provisions of the Local Budget Law, except that failure to meet the deadlines of 

N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5 shall not prevent such certification. 
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 6. That all other applicable statutory requirements have been fulfilled. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution will be forwarded to the Director of the 

Division of Local Government Services upon adoption. 

 

Motion Lundy   Second  Trochimiuk 

Ayes: Councilmember Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco 

Nays: none 

 

 

24100 Introduction of 2024 Budget 

 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the following statement of revenues and appropriations attached hereto constitute 

the local Budget of the Borough of Hillsdale, Bergen County, New Jersey for the year 2024. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the said budget be published in the Ridgewood News in the issue of 

March 22, 2024 and that a hearing on the Budget will be held at the Municipal Building on April 9, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. 

or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached. 

Motion Ruocco   Second Lundy 

 

CFO, David Young added that salaries for the Recreation Dept have been paid out of the Recreation Trust.  

According to our Auditor, salaries should be paid out of the Current Fund and not out of the Trust account.  

To do this, we would need to amend the budget before we introduce it.  The salaries for the Recreation Director 

and the assistant are $120,000 so we would have to mend a few line items to get there and we need to take 

advantage of the Appropriations Cap exceptions. Revenue side we have two options we can do a tax levy 

increase over what it was and let the $120,000 sit on the tax levy which comes out to be about $33.33 to the 

average household or we could take it out of surplus.   

If a decision isn’t made tonight, we could still introduce but then we would have to do an amendment because it 

is greater than 10% of a single line item.  The council consensus was to take this out of surplus and the CFO 

recommends this as well.  As a result, the changes will be on sheet 14, general liability would decrease to 

$214,814 and workers comp would also decrease to  $214,814.  On sheet 15b, rec salaries and wages would 

increase to $120,000. On sheet 20 for appropriations cap relief, our liability would be $56,276, workers comp 

would be $7,737 and on sheet 4 Surplus anticipated would increase to $3,870,000. An updated document will 

be sent to the Clerk to post on the website and distribute to council. 

 

Mayor Sheinfield called for a motion and second to move forward as amended 

Motion Lundy Second Trochimiuk 

Ayes: Council President Escobar, Councilmember Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk 

Nays: none 

 

ORDINANCES:  

24-08 (Introduction) 

 

Capital Ordinance of the Borough of Hillsdale, In the County of Bergen, New Jerey authorizing the Making of 

Various Public Improvements and Acquisitions in, By and for the Swim Pool Utility of the Borough, 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24100a.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24-08_(I).pdf
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Appropriating Therefor the Sum of $102,000 and Providing That Such Sum So Appropriated Shall be Raised 

from the Swim Pool Utility Capital Improvement Fund of the Borough 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, in the County of 

Bergen, New Jersey, as follows: 

Section 1.  The Borough of Hillsdale, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey (the "Borough") is 

hereby authorized to make the following public improvements and acquisitions in, by and for the Swim Utility of 

the Borough, including all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and suitable therefor: 

 

(A) Parking Lot Improvements 
 

Various Parking Lot upgrades, acquisitions, and repairs including but not limited to: 

 

Seal coat and striping     

                         Estimated Cost Total: $27,000.00 

  

(B) Swimming Pool Maintenance and Repair 
           

          Replacement and repair of various swimming pool pumps and motors  

 

                   Estimated Cost Total: $20,000.00 

(C) Roof Repairs 
 

Various repairs including but not limited to: 

 

Painting and replacement of roofing material     

                 

                   Estimated Cost Total: $22,000.00 

   

(D) Swimming Pool Main Bldg Maintenance and Repair 
 

Replace wood sofit and wrap in aluminum, counter tops 
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                      Estimated Cost Total: $9,000.00 

 

(E) Swimming Facility Exterior Lighting 
 

                Add landscaping light, grounds improvements 

  

                     Estimated Cost Total: $9,000.00 

 

(F) Monitoring System 
 

Swimming pool water level monitor, shade structure     

                 

                   Estimated Cost Total: $9,000.00 

 

(G) PA System upgrades 
           

          Purchase new system, Wi-Fi upgrades 

 

                      Estimated Cost Total: $6,000.00 

Section 2.  The sum of $102,000 is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost of the 

improvements and acquisitions authorized and described in Section 1 hereof (hereinafter referred to as "purpose").  

Said appropriation shall be raised from the Swim Pool Utility Capital Improvement Fund of the Borough.  The 

sum of $102,000 is hereby appropriated from the Swim Pool Utility Capital Improvement Fund of the Borough 

to the payment of the cost of said purpose. 

Section 3.  Said improvements are lawful capital improvements of the Borough having a period of 

usefulness of at least five (5) years.  Said improvements shall be made as general improvements, no part of the 

cost of which shall be assessed against property specially benefited. 

Section 4.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this capital 

ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the Local Finance 
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Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division 

of Local Government Services, is on file with the Borough Clerk and is available for public inspection. 

Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect at the time and in the manner provided by law. 

   

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 24-08 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a Meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 Hillsdale 

Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on April 2, 2024 and at said time and place all persons interested will be given 

an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said 

ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice of its introduction 

and of the time and place, when and where said ordinance would be considered for final passage. 
 

Motion Lundy   Second  Escobar 

Ayes: Councilmember Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar 

Nays: none 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): 24101 through 24111: 

24101 Resolution Authorizing the Return of Unused Escrow for the Property Located at 273 Broadway 

– Block 1205 Lot 8 
 

WHEREAS, funds were deposited with the Borough of Hillsdale in connection with the property located at 273 

Broadway in the Borough of Hillsdale, NJ 07642, Project 2730020002; and 

 

WHEREAS, a request was made by the applicant to have any unused escrow funds be returned; and 

 

WHEREAS, it was reported by the Finance Department that a balance does remain in the 2024 General Trust 

Escrow Account and funds may be refunded to the applicant; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board Secretary has reported that the all monies due have been paid on the subject 

property; and all escrows can be released in the amount not to exceed $1,440.84; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, that the funds 

on deposit in the 2024 General Trust Account in connection with the property located at 273 Broadway, Block 

1205 Lot 8 in Hillsdale, NJ 07642; be released/refunded by the Borough. 

 
 

24102  Payment of Bills 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24101.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24102_in_full.pdf
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24103 Resolution Objecting to Assembly Bill A-4 and Senate Bill S-50 with Respect to Affordable 

Housing Regulations and Law 

 

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill A4 and Senate Bill S50 (“the Bills’) abolish the Council on Affordable 

Housing (“COAH”) and substitutes both the Department of Community Affairs and the judicial mediation process 

to resolve affordable housing disputes; and 

WHEREAS, in highly developed municipalities unrealistic Fair Share Housing obligations create 

unintended consequences as many of these projects require the removal of trees and soil in our communities 

which act as a natural mitigant to soil erosion. The loss of these natural buffers has exacerbated Hillsdale's - as 

well as the entire Pascack Valley's - problem with flooding; and   

WHEREAS, both Bills have been rushed through the legislature without giving the entities most impacted 

– the municipalities – the time to study the proposed changes and determine how it will impact their communities; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale engaged in the judicial process in finally obtaining its Judgment 

of Compliance and Repose over the course of several years and taxed the resources of the Borough and caused 

the expenditure of significant taxpayer dollars; and 

WHEREAS, many municipalities have strained to comply with affordable housing requirements during 

Round 3, but the Bills appear to be insensitive to the strains of compliance and do not appear to consider how the 

impact of compliance with Round 3 obligations in the Round 4 time period will affect the ability of municipalities 

to address new Round 4 responsibilities; and 

WHEREAS, the enactment of the Bills will seriously exacerbate a difficult situation instead of facilitating 

the balance the Legislature sought to achieve when it enacted the Fair Housing Act (“FHA”) in 1985; and 

WHEREAS, such enactment will not restore such balance but will instead redefine existing standards to 

undermine such balance by disturbing existing standards on matters such as immunity protections, protections 

from a final judgment, the 1,000-unit cap, bonuses, and vacant land standards; and 

WHEREAS the Bills redefine such standards in a way that is prejudicial to municipalities when compared 

to current standards and fail to increase incentives for compliance through the establishment of reasonable 

obligations, more flexible compliance standards, stronger legal protections for towns that voluntarily seek to 

comply and a promise of true repose from litigation for towns that achieve compliance; and 

WHEREAS, as evidence of the above, it is noted that although a municipality that seeks to comply under 

present laws can easily obtain immunity and only loses immunity if the court determines that the municipality is 

“determined to be constitutionally noncompliant,” no such protections are set forth under the Bills to protect 

municipalities seeking to comply voluntarily; and  

WHEREAS, as further evidence, these Bills disincentivizes voluntary municipal compliance by 

damaging the value of securing approval of an affordable housing plan and allow any interested party to attack a 

municipality that has secured approval of its affordable housing plan and to demand a “realistic opportunity” to 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24103.pdf
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review such plan at any point during the 10-year compliance period, thereby turning repose into the anthesis of 

repose; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Bills create a judicial entity made up of 3-7 retired judges called “The Program” which, 

unlike COAH, is not comprised of an equal number of municipal representatives versus representatives of low 

and moderate income households, and is not evenly split among political party lines, thereby depriving the public 

of a balanced decision-maker and putting affordable housing disputes back into a judicial system instead of an 

administrative one in contravention of the reason  the Legislature enacted the FHA in 1985; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Bills do not appear to provide municipalities with the same protections that the Court 

and COAH provided where municipalities were not responsible if properties designated in their plans and rezoned 

for inclusionary development failed to develop in accordance with zoning the court approved and the municipality 

adopted; instead the Bills allow developers and third parties to demand even greater densities than were already 

permitted when the municipality secured court approval of their affordable housing zoning plans; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Bills impose obligations without regard to the demands of the marketplace and then 

punish municipalities for failure to meet unrealistic obligations which will likely result from the implementation 

of the Bills’ formula; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Bills require land poor towns to create “realistic” zoning for 25 percent of their unmet 

need or to demonstrate why they cannot meet that requirement; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Bills ignore the impact of the massive development they would precipitate on the 

environment, school systems, fire and safety needs, traffic, sewer and water, the loss of nonresidential 

development and other legitimate public concerns; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Bills have unrealistic and unworkable timelines and procedures, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Bills redefine such things as the 1,000-unit cap, that should not be redefined or disturbed;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale 

objects to and opposes Assembly Bill No. 4/Senate Bill No. 50, and requests that the bills be tabled, re-written 

and re-introduced in a way that imposes achievable obligations and facilitates the ability of municipalities to 

satisfy its obligations, and 

 

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that the Hillsdale Borough Administrator is hereby directed to forward a 

certified copy of this Resolution immediately to Governor Phil Murphy, Senate President Nicholas Scutari, 

Assembly Speaker Craig Coughlin, the sponsors of the Bill in the Senate and in the Assembly, and to the 

Legislators in the State Assembly and Senate representing our District. 

 

24104  Resolution Authorizing the Return of Unused Escrow for 185 Riverdale Street, Block 1621 Lot 7 
 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24104.pdf
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WHEREAS, funds were deposited with the Borough of Hillsdale in connection with the property located at 185 

Riverdale Street in Hillsdale, NJ 07642, Project CURB000648; and 

WHEREAS, a request was made by the applicant to have any unused escrow funds be returned; and 

WHEREAS, it was reported by the Finance Department that a balance does remain in the 2024 General Trust 

Escrow Account and funds may be refunded to the applicant; and 

WHEREAS, the Finance Department has reported that the all monies due have been paid on the subject property; 

and all escrows were released in the amount not to exceed $50.00; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, that the funds 

on deposit in the 2024 General Trust Account in connection with the property located at 185 Riverdale Street, 

Hillsdale, NJ 07642; be released/refunded by the Borough. 

 

24105 Resolution Authorizing the Return of Unused Escrow for 108 Chadwick Road Street, Block 807 

Lot 6 

 

WHEREAS, funds were deposited with the Borough of Hillsdale in connection with the property located at 108 

Chadwick Road in Hillsdale, NJ 07642, Project CURB000650; and 

WHEREAS, a request was made by the applicant to have any unused escrow funds be returned; and 

WHEREAS, it was reported by the Finance Department that a balance does remain in the 2024 General Trust 

Escrow Account and funds may be refunded to the applicant; and 

WHEREAS, the Finance Department has reported that the all monies due have been paid on the subject property; 

and all escrows were released in the amount not to exceed $50.00; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, that the funds 

on deposit in the 2024 General Trust Account in connection with the property located at 108 Chadwick Road, 

Hillsdale, NJ 07642; be released/refunded by the Borough. 

 

24106  Resolution Authorizing the Return of Unused Escrow for 147 Oakland Avenue, Block 1616 Lot 4 

 

WHEREAS, funds were deposited with the Borough of Hillsdale in connection with the property located at 147 

Oakland Avenue in Hillsdale, NJ 07642, Project CURB000653; and 

WHEREAS, a request was made by the applicant to have any unused escrow funds be returned; and 

WHEREAS, it was reported by the Finance Department that a balance does remain in the 2024 General Trust 

Escrow Account and funds may be refunded to the applicant; and 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24105.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24106.pdf
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WHEREAS, the Finance Department has reported that the all monies due have been paid on the subject property; 

and all escrows were released in the amount not to exceed $50.00; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, that the funds 

on deposit in the 2024 General Trust Account in connection with the property located at 147 Oakland Avenue, 

Hillsdale, NJ 07642; be released/refunded by the Borough. 

 

24107  Resolution Authorizing the Return of Unused Escrow for 27 Clayton Street, Block 1514 Lot 20 

 

WHEREAS, funds were deposited with the Borough of Hillsdale in connection with the property located at 27 

Clayton Street in Hillsdale, NJ 07642, Project CURB000638; and 

WHEREAS, a request was made by the applicant to have any unused escrow funds be returned; and 

WHEREAS, it was reported by the Finance Department that a balance does remain in the 2024 General Trust 

Escrow Account and funds may be refunded to the applicant; and 

WHEREAS, the Finance Department has reported that the all monies due have been paid on the subject property; 

and all escrows were released in the amount not to exceed $50.00; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, that the funds 

on deposit in the 2024 General Trust Account in connection with the property located at 27 Clayton Street, 

Hillsdale, NJ 07642; be released/refunded by the Borough. 

 

24108  Resolution Authorizing Assignment – Lienholder 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A 54:5-113 authorizes the assignment by a lienholder of a tax sale certificate for the full 

amount of the certificate, including all subsequent municipal taxes and other municipal charges; and, 

WHEREAS, Fundpality II LLC has presented an offer to purchase, by assignment Certificate of Sale 20-00007 

which was issued to Evolve Bank and Trust at a tax sale held on October 6, 2021 on Block 2308, Lot 2 known 

as 283 Cambridge Road. Hillsdale, NJ  07642 and assessed to Marie Braun, in the amount of $204,562.56, 

being the full amount of the certificate, including all subsequent municipal taxes and other municipal charges. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Hillsdale hereby authorizes the Mayor and 

Municipal Clerk to execute the necessary document to effect assignment of the above-referenced Certificate of 

Sale. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Tax Collector  

 24109 Pulled by Councilman Ruocco 

24110 Pulled by Councilman Ruocco 
 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24107a.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24108_Authorizing_Assignment.pdf
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24111 Corrective Resolution Amending Award Amount for the Contract for Grass Cutting on Borough 

Owned Property 
 

WHEREAS, On March 5, 2024, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale awarded a Contract 

for Grass Cutting on Borough Property to LTI, Inc. of 122 Main Road, Montville, New Jersey 07045; and 

WHEREAS, Resolution 24091 was adopted awarding the aforesaid Contract, in the amount of One 

Hundred and Forty-Two Thousand Dollars and no cents; and 

WHEREAS, it has been brought to the attention of the Mayor and Council that the amount awarded for the 

Contract specified in Resolution, 24091 was incorrect and not in accordance with the bid; and 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council wish to adopt a Corrective Resolution for Resolution 24091 rectifying 

this error.  

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Hillsdale hereby award the contract for the Grass Cutting on Borough Owned Property to LTI, Inc for a 1-year 

contract for a term expiring at the end of the season of 2024 at the amount of One Hundred and Six Thousand 

and Six Hundred Dollars and no cents ($106,600.00), with the option to extend such contract for two additional 

one-year terms.   

Motion Lundy   Second  Escobar 

Ayes: Councilmember Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Lundy 

Nays: none 

 

24109 Resolution Authorizing the Signing of an Agreement with Colliers Engineering & Design for 

Engineering Services Regarding the Proposed Centennial Athletic Complex Renovations 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough desires to renovate and improve the Centennial Field Complex located in the Borough of 

Hillsdale; and  

WHEREAS, Colliers Engineering & Design Inc. (hereinafter, “Colliers”) has presented an Agreement to the 

Borough for engineering services regarding the proposed Centennial Athletic Complex Renovations; and 

WHEREAS, the scope of services in the Agreement includes Geotechnical Services, Design & Bidding Services, 

Regulatory Agency Approvals, Construction Drawings, Title Sheet, General Notes & Legends, Estimate of 

Quantities, Site Dimension Plan, Grading & Drainage Plan, Utility Plan, Soil Erosion & Sediment Control Plan, 

Construction Details, Drainage Design & Calculations, Progress Meetings & Project Presentation, Specifications, 

and a Construction Cost Estimate; and 

WHEREAS, the fees related to the above referenced services are:  

Geotechnical Services     $  3,250.00 

Design & Bidding     52,500.00 

   $55,750.00; and  

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24111BB.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24109a.pdf
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WHEREAS, the Borough desires to execute the Agreement and authorize Colliers to perform the services set 

forth above. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County 

of Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Mayor and/or Administrator to sign the aforesaid Agreement 

with Colliers and all other appropriate Borough professionals are hereby authorized and directed to take any and 

all steps necessary to effectuate the purposes of said document. 

Motion Osso Second Escobar 

Councilman Ruocco asked to have this resolution pulled to put this in the proper context.  According to the 

Administrator, we have spent almost $400,000 on trying to get the middle field at Centennial renovated since 

2018.  This resolution authorizes an additional $56,000.00 for Colliers to provide engineering services outlined 

in their letter of March 5th. This was sent to the Administrator, the CFO and the Clerk.  He wanted to know why 

this letter was not shared with the public and why there was no written construction cost estimate .  The 

Administrator stated that this document will become part of the bidding process and any construction cost 

estimate therefore cannot be shared.  This document and a construction cost estimate was shared with the Field 

Committee and the estimate  was orally shared with the rest of the council. We cannot share the estimate 

publicly  as it would give an unfair advantage to bidders.  The Clerk stated that  this document was not made 

public as council did not have a chance to discuss it yet.  After tonight the document without the cost estimates 

can be made public.  This is the same procedure that the Clerk has  always followed. Councilman Ruocco said 

he has not received a hard copy of the estimate,  so how can he possibly vote on commencing the project 

without it ?.  The BA responded that the Field Committee has seen it and has made the recommendation to the 

Council.  Councilmember Trochimiuk stated she has not seen the document but relies on the Field Committee to  

do their due diligence.  This is just like the Finance Committee does their due diligence for the Budget.  Each 

committee makes their recommendations to the council and she relies on that recommendation to make her 

determination. 

Councilmember Lundy added that this resolution is for Colliers to prepare bidding and design specs for this 

project.  In order for us to proceed with the project this has to be done first.  The bids will come back and we 

will see the overall cost and then determine if we want to move forward. 

 

Councilman Osso stated that the estimate of what we think this will cost was given to all of council over the last 

few weeks and that why he is in favor of moving forward.  But in order for the public to understand, he asked 

Nick Chelius from Colliers to add additional information.  The Geotechnical testing that they did at Centennial 

is still valid and useful. Environmental testing and information regarding the landfill that has been gathered is 

still useful information.  This is a complicated process because this project is on a landfill.  You can’t just lay 

grass down here.  All the information that has been gathered thus far is still relevant and useful to what we are 

planning to do now.  The previously installed drainage system that was installed will still be useful, and they 

plan to add to them to further improve the drainage.  Irrigation is part of this new proposal because this is an 

issue as well.  Councilman Ruocco wanted to know why the BA did not share the page attached to the March 5 

letter   that has the breakdown of the estimated construction cost for this project with the full Mayor & Council.  

The BA replied that he shared that page with the Field Committee but only orally shared the cost with the rest 

of the council including him. 

 

Ayes: Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy, Osso 

Nays: none 

Abstain: Ruocco 

 

24110 Resolution Appointing Kathy Elgert to the Position of Part-Time Social Services Liaison  

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24110b.pdf
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 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has a need for a part-time Social Services Liaison; and  

WHEREAS, Kathy Elgert has met all of the requirements for the position of part-time Social Services Liaison; 

and   

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale desires to appoint Kathy Elgert to the position part-time Social Services 

Liaison for a yearly salary of $17,000.00 effective May 1, 2024; and     

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey that Kathy Elgert is hereby appointed to the position part-time Social Services 

Liaison, effective May 1, 2024.  

Motion Lundy  Second Osso 

 

Councilman Ruocco asked for an off-consent vote only because of the history---we had to turn over the official 

Local Assistance Board case work to the county.  This occurred because of an unfavorable audit on some aspects. 

We now are creating a position where  the non-Local Assistance Board  case work will be retained by the Borough.  

He would like some explanation of what this position will entail.  The BA replied that we are doing the same as 

Westwood.  There are families in town that need social services and this position will be a liaison position to 

assist those families that need assistance from the county but don’t know how to go about get that assistance. The 

position  will report directly to the Borough. This is a liaison position between the county and the state for people 

in need of assistance.  These are not welfare recipients. Monthly reports will be provided to the Administrator.   

Councilmember Lundy stated that this person has not been Rice Notice and thinks this discussion needs to stop.  

The Borough Attorney replied that we should limit the discussion to the position as opposed to any discussion of 

the person.  You only need to Rice a person if you go into closed, not if you discuss in public.  Rice noticing an 

employee gives that employee the option of saying they want to be there in a closed session discussion, or not 

and have the discussion in open, which the Council is always free to do without any Rice Notice, but we should 

stick to the position and the resolution. 

 

Ayes: Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco 

Nays: none 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: (time limited to 3 minutes any topic-please state your name and town of residence for the record) 

Paul Kapo – Hillsdale 

Asked how the other resident had the cost for the field work.  He was made aware that he doesn’t have a copy of 

the actual resolution, he was advised to click on the link on the agenda to view the cost.  He thanked the council 

for supporting the fixing of the fields. 

 

Chris Camp – Hillsdale 

He appreciated the analysis of the budget.  The Borough has a heavy reliance on the surplus in this budget. He 

would like to have the Borough get some sort of risk analysis because the Borough relies on surplus and 

miscellaneous costs.  The revenue analysis graph is trending upwards so what is the Borough going to do to get 

that in control for future use. 

 

Seeing no other person wishing to speak, Mayor Sheinfield closed the second public comment period. 
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COUNCIL COMMENTARIES: 

Mayor Sheinfield stated that the Bergen County League of Municipalities met where mayors got together and 

spoke regarding affordable housing.  Legislation A4 passed the Assembly last month and we anticipate that next 

week it will go to the Senate for review. If this passes, it will affect all of our services, power grids and possible 

our borrowing capacity because we will have to have so many more units of affordable housing.  

 

Councilmember Ruocco shared the Mayor’s concern regarding how many units that towns may need to provide.  

Hillsdale has very little vacant land available but we would still have to provide these units for affordable 

housing.   The deadlines that this bill imposes are virtually unworkable .  We have to come up with a number 

and then we have until the end of January to approve it. Not one person at BCLOM  meeting wanted to move 

forward with this.  Members were told to write our State legislators, but ours  are already opposed to the bill,  so 

this is virtually pointless.  Our Borough Planner will have to guide us to protect the Borough. 

He congratulated Brian Considine on his promotion to Detective Sergeant as well as Joe O’Connor and Landon 

Morgan on their membership with the Fire Dept. In regards to the budget he thanked the Administrator and the 

CFO and the Finance Committee as well as the Department heads that strove to meet the regulatory 

appropriation & levy cap requirements.  The council will continue to review the budget and make any 

recommendations during the interim period.  Lastly, he recognized the Islamic feast of Ramadan which started 

March 10th and ends April 9th.  

 

Councilmember Osso thanked the audience for attending the meeting and supporting the agenda. 

 

Councilmember Trochimiuk also thanked those that attended the meeting tonight. 

 

Councilmember Lundy congratulated Detective Sergeant Considine on his promotion and welcomed the new 

fire fighters to the department.  She wished everyone a Happy St Patrick’s Day and Easter. 

 

Councilmember Fox congratulated Detective Sergeant Considine on his promotion and welcomed the new fire 

fighters to the department.   

 

Council President Escobar congratulated Detective Sergeant Considine on his promotion and welcomed the new 

fire fighters to the department.  He wished everyone a Happy and safe St Patrick’s Day. 

 

The Borough Administrator thanked the CFO and the Finance Committee and he is satisfied with the budget 

that was introduced.  We started the installation of the French Drains around Borough Hall to help with the 

flooding and that should be completed soon. 

He would like to discontinue using the Zoom system as it hasn’t really worked well and it is as a courtesy and 

not required so he would like to move away from using this.  He polled the council and all were in agreement 

and would like to start this next month.  Mayor Sheinfield said the public would still see it on the public access 

channels and then would be able to come in person to the meeting.  Mayor Sheinfield polled the Council and all 

agreed with Councilman Fox in wanting  further the discussion and not decide tonight.  This will be revisited at 

the next meeting. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:   

 

Motion to adjourn Ruocco  Second  Trochimiuk 

All in favor: Councilmember Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Lundy, Osso 
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THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE 

TUESDAY, APRIL 2, 2024 

 

 

 

Denise Kohan, Municipal Clerk  

 

                           _____________________________ 

               

                             APPROVED AS PRESENTED 

 

 


