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Minutes of a Council Meeting of the Borough of Hillsdale held at 7:30 PM on Tuesday, April 9, 2019, in the 

Council Chamber, Borough of Hillsdale, New Jersey. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Ruocco who also led the Salute to the Flag. 

 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT:   

This is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 9th day of April, 2019.  Notice of the time and place 

of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Record; a copy was posted on the bulletin 

board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested parties. 

Please notify the Municipal Clerk for any disability requirements necessary for attendance at Mayor and Council 

meetings.  The fire exits are located through the double doors to your left.  Please silence all cell phones. 

ROLL CALL: 

Council Members DeRosa, Escobar, Horvath, Lundy, Segalas, Council President Pizzella (Mayor Ruocco, 

Attorney Madaio, CMFO DeJoseph, Borough Clerk Kohan) 

 

 

PROMOTIONS/PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS  

Recognition of Employees, Volunteers, Committee Members for Local Gov’t Week    Mayor John Ruocco 

 

Mayor Ruocco said this is recognition of Local Government Week.  Last week the Mayor and Council adopted a 

Resolution recognizing this celebration; this week we had two sessions of coffee with the Mayor, we also hosted 

a small gathering of sandwiches and pizza and variety of other foods for our employees.  Tonight, we are 

recognizing all the employees, volunteers, committee members who work so hard and give so much of their time 

to make this community what it is.  It takes the volunteers to make the community.  He thanked Councilmember 

Lundy and Borough Administrator DeJoseph for discussing ways we could recognize the week here.  We settled 

on this tonight as well as the luncheon and coffee with the Mayor.  We have a Proclamation he would like to read 

and then ask everyone who is a volunteer in the audience to stand up for recognition.   

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale employees, volunteers and committee members dedicate themselves to 

continuous commitment to quality of life for Hillsdale residents as they perform on behalf of our Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, Borough employees, volunteers and committee members are committed in the performance of their 

duties which include public safety, human services, health care, education, transportation, economic development 

and recreation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the professional and personal commitment of Borough of Hillsdale employees, volunteers and 

committee members contribute to the most efficient and effective operation in the Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is honored to join other municipalities in the State of New Jersey Local 

Government Week during the week of April 7 to April 13 and to extend our appreciation and gratitude to all our 

Borough employees, volunteers and committee members for their hard work, sacrifices, and commitments to the 

residents of the Borough of Hillsdale;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that I, John Ruocco, Mayor of the Borough of Hillsdale, do hereby 

proclaim this week April 7 through 13 as New Jersey Local Government Week in Hillsdale and call observance  

 

and attention to all residents of Hillsdale to commend the extraordinary efforts and commitment of all our 

Borough employees, volunteers, and committee members.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said everyone here who is a volunteer in Hillsdale please stand up and be recognized.  It is my 

understanding that next week they will proclaim a similar week to this and we as Mayor and Council will have to 

think of new and innovative ways to recognize your efforts and it is charge, we will gladly take on.            

 

Bergen County American Legion Centennial Recognition                   Mayor John Ruocco 

 

Mayor Ruocco said this is something that is not done every year and he will read the Proclamation that he will 

issue. 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Local_Govt_Week_Proclamation.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/American_Legion_Proclamation.pdf
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WHEREAS, on March 15, 1919, the American Legion was founded in Paris, France by the U.S. World War I 

Military Personnel and members of the American Expeditionary Force who convened for the first caucus; and 

 

WHEREAS, a new organization named the American Legion was developed from this historic meeting whose 

founders Lt. Colonel Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. were dedicated to the four pillars existing for the care of veterans, 

a strong national defense, Americanism, children and youth; and 

 

WHEREAS, today the American Legion is the world’s largest veterans’ organization with over two million 

members worldwide and over 4,000 members belonging to 41 Posts in Bergen County; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Bergen County American Legion Organization recognizes 23 “Central Posts” that are celebrating 

their hundred years of service having all been charted in 1919; and 

 

WHEREAS, those Posts are situated in the following communities: Bogota, Carlstadt, Cliffside Park, Closter, 

East Rutherford, Englewood, Fort Lee, Garfield, Hackensack, Hasbrouck Heights, Hillsdale, Leonia, Lodi, 

Lyndhurst, Maywood, Oradell, Park Ridge, Richfield, Richfield Park, Ridgewood, Rutherford, Teaneck and 

Woodridge; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Bergen County American Legion Centennial Committee’s mission is to bring recognition to the 

23 Centennial Posts in Bergen County that were charted in 1919 and to that end we will hold the Centennial Gala 

on Sunday, September 29, 2019, at the Ewan Catering and Events in Lodi, New Jersey.    

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the elected representatives and the citizens of the Borough of 

Hillsdale are pleased to recognize the Bergen County American Legion for their Post Collective myriad of 

contributions to the good and welfare of citizens, service members and communities they serve and wish its 

members every success in continuing the legacy of service into its next 100 years. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I, John Ruocco, Mayor of the Borough of Hillsdale, do hereunto set my hand this 9th 

day of April 2019.   

 

Mayor Ruocco came down to recognize members of our Post who are here tonight.  He had no prepared remarks 

but has known some of these gentlemen for a number of years.  They have always been honorable and he has 

come to know them in the Memorial Parade; they do an excellent job by planning those events, they take a lot of 

care and put a lot of effort and thought into it and treat the entire experience with a great amount of respect which 

is warranted.  You do the community proud in terms of all you do for the community.  They are fund raising for 

a renewed and revitalized memorial in the Veterans Park.  It hasn’t been touched in 100 years; they have to raise 

approximately $60,000; they have a grant from the County and they will match it.  He encouraged anyone who is 

listening, all the citizens of Hillsdale, to go on their website and make a contribution.  From the drawings he has 

seen of this park it is going to be impressive and will make us all proud.  He thanked them all.   

 

Mike Berhart, a representative of New Jersey, past Vice Commander, he knows you always helped the veterans 

in this community and have done a fine job and presented a State coin, 100th anniversary and introduced our 

Commander-elect Francis.   

 

Mr. Francis said in recognition of all the work you have done to honor us at the Centennial, he has a County coin 

that has all the towns represented for the 100 year from Bergen County.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said the thought is valuable and expressed his thanks.                                  

 

 

OATH OF OFFICE/APPOINTMENTS:                                    Fire Chief Thomas Kelley 

Fire Department Members: 

Matthew Kalil 

Michael Peltyszyn 

Nicholas Cascio 

 

Cadets: 

Nicholas Torchio 

 

Mayor Ruocco said we have new Fire Department members.  Mayor Ruocco administered the Oath of Office to 

Nicholas Torchio Cadet.   

 

Mayor Ruocco administered the Oath of Office to Matthew Kalil and Michael Peltyszyn Fire Department 

members.   

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/OATH_Fire_Company_Kalil.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/OATH_Fire_Company_Peltyszyn.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/OATH_Fire_Company_Cascio.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Oath_Fire_Cadet_Company_Torchio.pdf
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Mayor Ruocco said people don’t often realize what a commitment it is to join the Fire Department.  I was never 

a member of the Fire Department and when the alarm goes off and the Fire Department has to make the call at 

2:00 or 3:00 AM, I am sleeping in my bed and you guys are out putting on your equipment, getting out.  He said 

thank you and the town thanks you.       

 

 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT (Time limited, new topics only, one topic per speaker): 

 

Mayor Ruocco opened the Initial Public Comment portion to the public.  Seeing no one, the Initial Public 

Comment portion was closed.    

 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

 

PROFESSIONALS REPORT/MONTHLY DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 

 (The following correspondence on file in Borough Clerks Office) 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Councilman - Anthony DeRosa 

Councilman - John Escobar 

Councilman – Zoltan Horvath 

Councilwoman - Abby Lundy 

Councilman – Steven Segalas 

Council President – Frank Pizzella 

 

Councilman DeRosa said the Regional Board of Education had retreat meetings so there was no public meeting 

this past week.  Just a reminder that the local school board will be having a school board budget hearing on 

Monday, the 29th  at George White.  The Ambulance Service is having a fund raiser on the 19th and the Rec 

Commission met last Thursday.  They are considering two suggestions on what they should do with the 

$160,000 matching grant for Memorial Field.  He was also asked to mention opening day for baseball which is 

a lot of fun.    

 

Councilwoman Lundy said Stonybrook registration with a discounted rate at the open house on May 18 from 

12:00 PM to 5:00 PM; a 10% discount will be given members if you sign up and pay that day.  The Library has 

a program Grab and Go with bedtime stories for busy parents.  Each bag contains books for sale and parents can 

come in, grab a bag for their children.  Take advantage of that program. 

 

Council President Pizzella reminded everyone Tri-State (inaudible) on April 27, check the website, your help is 

needed.  Everything the Environmental Commission needs, food and water, has been taken care of.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said there was a conflict for the date of the fishing contest. 

 

Council President Pizzella said it is still the same date.  You can pick up your seedlings; the Environmental 

Commission in conjunction with the Council has seedlings available to replant trees and available May 15 at St. 

John and George White and check the website for further detail.  With regard to Environmental Development, 

until the investigation is complete and the report is in, you can get a copy at the Council office.  Access for All, 

he wanted to thank Councilwoman Lundy and Councilman DeRosa for covering for him last meeting.  There 

was a prior meeting and the survey that is going on in town is closed.  We are attempting to have the Bergen 

County Access for All representatives come in and give a talk to our committee and also to the public.  We 

anticipate we will send out a summary of findings from the survey and our project is going to be based on that.  

He thanked Officer McLaughlin for getting us the shirts we are wearing, Access for All; he did a great job and 

has been very helpful.  You can go to Access for All website and you can go to the police; there is a form you 

can fill out and let the police know and that will give them a heads up if there is ever a situation and that would 

be helpful to them.  Also, the Watershed has approved the Suez, Woodcliff Lake trail and we will be meeting 

with the other towns on this to discuss the next steps.  He is concerned about the train station; it has been three 

years and NJ Transit hasn’t moved fast enough.  The Borough Administrator has reached out to them several 

times and so has our redevelopment planner.  He is going to be meeting with Frank and Mark and discuss a plan 

to get them motivated with our train station.   Waste Management has recently shown interest and is 

investigating the value of their property and he thinks that is a very positive thing for Hillsdale.  Waste 

Management is in the middle of the industrial area and is a hindrance to our redevelopment plans.  He 

apologized for missing the last meeting.  He added that Access for All has a Facebook page and you can get all 
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the links to different services that we know of that are available for people with disabilities and we will be 

putting a lot more on the Facebook page as we get more and more knowledge as to what the survey will tell us 

and as we get more knowledge from Bergen County.                   

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 

BUDGET PRESENTATION 

2019 Budget Presentation          Councilwoman Abby Lundy 

 

Chairwoman Abby Lundy thanked the members of the Finance Committee, Mayor Ruocco and Administrator 

DeJoseph and Council President Pizzella and worked together as a team; an additional thanks to Department 

Heads and Paul Garbarini as well.  On Page 3 is a chart that summarizes all of the revenues.  The amount to be 

raised from taxation for municipal taxes is 9.4 million dollars; general revenue is 4.5 million dollars; the pie 

chart breaks down the revenues.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said, from the pie chart, taxes represent 65% of the overall revenue.     

 

Councilwoman Lundy said significant revenue factors from the state has been stagnant for many years; she and 

the Borough Administrator looked back at least five years and find the same state revenue.  There has been a 

modest increase in local revenue and reduced amount on balances generated from prior year’s operations, if 

anyone has questions on that.  Page 5 appropriations. 

 

Council President Pizzella said some balances are left over from the year before.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said the closest analogy he would make is capital and surplus in a business but not exactly in the 

municipal world.  It is different but that is the closest I can come.  It stayed fairly constant, I have been talking 

about this and in the last five or six years it got close to four million; as of yearend the surplus was 3.2 and you 

can use the surplus as a source of revenue as opposed to taxation.  The auditor would not look kindly on us if 

we start to eat into capital.   

 

Councilwoman Lundy said Page 5 is appropriations.  Anyone who taken accounting knows that you get equal 

credits and revenues have to equal appropriations and appropriations are five million dollars; looking at the pie 

chart 21% of our appropriations is public safety which includes police, fire, ambulance, OEM.  DPW is 14%, 

insurance our largest expense and if you look at the pie chart you will see how we are spending the money; 

there is 12% for other, Page 6 is other; collection of taxes, construction code, public health assistance, 

environmental, volunteers on the Planning Board.   

 

Council President Pizzella said this is a 14.5 million dollar budget; he wanted to point out that we only get 65% 

from taxes and you don’t have that commercial base that feeds us the revenue that we need to keep going and 

that is what our towns are facing, increasing costs and if you can increase revenue, it is difficult to make ends 

meet.  I find it interesting that only 65% is our main means of generating revenue, taxes.   

 

Councilwoman Lundy said on Page 7 is some significant factors affecting appropriations.  There are some 

reductions in appropriations; health insurance premiums are down $25,000 but that can fluctuate from year to 

year, there is increase in parks and recreation appropriations $19.3 thousand dollars and increase in pensions 

and retirement $2000, increase in police retirement pensions $46,000, increased engineering for the National 

Flood Insurance rating systems program which will ultimately reduce flood insurance and encourages flood 

plain management, decrease in sewer charges of $50,000 and addition of $39,000 for police accreditation in 

which we received $25,000 and increased accountability.  Capital budget.  There are some projects and 

purchases she pointed out.  There is a $717,000 road program of which $192,000 was a grant, Memorial Field 

$160,000 with $8,000 grant; we are purchasing a tractor and crate driver for DPW for $91,000 and $27,000 at 

the DPW for repairs, purchasing and finger printing system for Police Department at $27,000, purchasing police 

vehicles $110,000.  We are purchasing a washer and dryer for the Fire Department and doing improvements at 

Stonybrook for $50,000.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said with respect to the pistol range expenditure; we do get revenue from that process because 

we rent it out to other towns so it is source of revenue for us as well.   

 

Administrator DeJoseph said we have a bond ordinance which details all the capital improvements we are doing 

this year. 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/PDF__BUDGET_Budget_Introduction_Presentation_2019_revised.pdf
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Councilwoman Lundy referred to Page 9, paying down our debt.  We had a budget reduction on principal of 

$460,000 and payment of $90,000 on the bond anticipation note.  We were going into our whole calculation but 

we decided it would a bit much.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said our town is under leveraged compared to other towns.  Typically, the auditor looks at the 

total debt to property valuations, and ours is about one third the ratios of other towns so we have head room if 

we want to bond.  We don’t want to go too much but we do have room and the rating agencies recognize that.   

 

Councilwoman Lundy said for the Hillsdale taxpayer for the 14 and half million budget we need to raise 9 

million dollars in taxes as last year we increased 9.2 million dollars.  The municipal tax rate 2.5% increase and 

how that affects the average assessed home a $60 increase over last year for the average assessed home or 

2.37% increase.  This is just the municipal portion.  When you get your tax bill it will be an increased tax 

number, our share is on the average of $2500.    

 

Mayor Ruocco said we are 20% of the overall tax burden residents get; county is 10%, regional school system is 

about 30%, local school system is about 40%.  We don’t know the final numbers for the school system and we 

don’t what the final tax bill will be yet.   

 

Councilwoman Lundy said this will be put on our website. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said on page 5, he believed there is a typo, $4.5 million should be $14.5 million.  We had an 

earlier version, it just got deleted.  This will be double checked.        

 

 Administrator DeJoseph said tonight we will have budget introduction and next meeting budget adoption.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said if we would have the option if we wanted to change the budget between now and adoption.  

On May 14 we will have a public hearing which will be the same day we pass the budget.  A budget summary is 

a creation from a couple of years ago that the interim CFO thought was helpful for us to see.  I don’t know if we 

ever put that on the website, a one-page summary. 

 

Councilmember DeRosa thought we were required to do that.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said he thought there was a user-friendly budget. 

 

Administrator said it will be ready for adoption.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said it is on a one page and you can see it.   

 

Councilmember DeRosa thanked the Finance Committee for all of their work done with the budget.                                     

 

 

BUDGET INTRODUCTION RESOLUTIONS 

R19090 Governing Body Certification of Compliance with the United States Equal Employment 

Opportunity Commission’s Enforcement Guidance on the Consideration of Arrest and Conviction 

Records in Employment Decisions under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5 as amended by P.L. 2017, c.183 requires the governing body of each municipality 

and county to certify that their local unit’s hiring practices comply with the United States Equal Employment 

Opportunity Commission’s “Enforcement Guidance on the Consideration of Arrest and Conviction Records in 

Employment Decisions Under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,” as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 2000e et seq., 

(April 25, 2012) before submitting its approved annual budget to the Division of Local Government Services in 

the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs; and 

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have familiarized themselves with the contents of the above-

referenced enforcement guidance and with their local unit’s hiring practices as they pertain to the consideration 

of an individual’s criminal history, as evidenced by the group affidavit form of the governing body attached 

hereto. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, hereby 

states that it has complied with N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5, as amended by P.L. 2017, c.183, by certifying that the local 

unit’s hiring practices comply with the above-referenced enforcement guidance and hereby directs the Clerk to 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19090.pdf


 

 
Regular Meeting  

April 9, 2019 

cause to be maintained and available for inspection a certified copy of this resolution and the required affidavit 

to show evidence of said compliance. 

Motion by Councilmember DeRosa, Second by Councilmember Lundy. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members Lundy, Council President Pizzella, Segalas, DeRosa, Escobar, Horvath 

Nays:  None 
 

R19091 Introduction of 2019 Budget 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the following statement of revenues and appropriations attached hereto constitute the local 

Budget of the Borough of Hillsdale, Bergen County, New Jersey for the year 2019. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the said budget be published in the Ridgewood News in the issue of April 12, 

2018 and that a hearing on the Budget will be held at the Municipal Building on May 14, 2019 at 8:00 p.m. or as 

soon thereafter as the matter may be reached. 

 

 

Motion by Councilmember Lundy, Second by Councilmember Horvath. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members Lundy, Council President Pizzella, Segalas, DeRosa, Escobar, Horvath 

Nays:  None 
 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

1. Letter dated April 4, 2019 from Susan Vaccaro requesting to Paint the Town Purple in Recognition of 

Relay for Life on May 18, 2019 at Emerson High School 

 

Motion to approve, receipt and file: Motion by Councilmember Lundy, Second by Councilmember DeRosa. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members Segalas, DeRosa, Escobar, Horvath, Lundy, Council President Pizzella 

Nays:  None 

 

DISCUSSION:  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Mayor Ruocco opened the Public Comment portion of the meeting to the public inviting anyone who wished to 

speak to come forward, seeing no one, the Public Comment portion was closed. 

 

ORDINANCES:  

19-07 (Introduction)- 

Bond Ordinance to Authorize the Making of Various Public Improvements and the Acquisition of New 

Additional or Replacement Equipment and Machinery, New Information Technology Equipment, New 

Communication and Signal Systems Equipment and New Automotive Vehicles, Including Original 

Apparatus and Equipment, In, By and for the Borough of Hillsdale, in the County of Bergen, State of New 

Jersey, to Appropriate the Sum of $1,929,768 to Pay the Cost Thereof, to Appropriate Capital Fund 

Balance, to Make a Down Payment or Fully Fund Appropriations from the Capital Improvement Fund, to 

Authorize the Issuance of Bonds to Finance Such Appropriation and to Provide for the Issuance of Bond 

Anticipation Notes in Anticipation of the Issuance of Such Bonds. 

  BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, in the County of Bergen, 

State of New Jersey, as follows: 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19091.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Request_Paint_the_Town_Purple.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Request_Paint_the_Town_Purple.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19-07_(I).pdf
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  Section 1.  The Borough of Hillsdale, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey (the 

"Borough") is hereby authorized to make various public improvements and to acquire new additional or 

replacement equipment and machinery, new information technology equipment, new communication and signal 

systems equipment and new automotive vehicles, including original apparatus and equipment, in, by and for said 

Borough, as more particularly described in Section 4 hereof.  The cost of the improvements includes all work, 

materials and appurtenances necessary and suitable therefor. 

  Section 2.  There is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost of making the improvements 

described in Sections 1 and 4 hereof (hereinafter referred to as "purposes"), the respective amounts of money 

hereinafter stated as the appropriation for said respective purposes.  Said appropriation shall be met from the 

proceeds of the sale of the bonds authorized, and the Capital Improvement Fund moneys (either to make a down 

payment or to fully fund appropriations) and the Capital Fund Balance appropriated, by this ordinance. It is 

anticipated that the following government grants and private contributions shall be received by the Borough: (A) 

$192,000 from the New Jersey Department of Transportation to finance the cost of the improvements to St. 

Nicholas Avenue described in Section 4.B hereof; (B) $45,000 from the County of Bergen to finance the cost of 

the ADA improvements to Piermont Avenue described in Section 4.C hereof; (C) $80,000 from the County of  

 

Bergen Open Space, Recreation, Floodplain Protection, Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund (the 

"County Open Space Fund") to finance the cost of the improvements to Memorial Field described in Section 4.I  

hereof; (D) $62,134 from the County of Bergen Open Space Fund to finance the cost of the improvements to 

Veterans Park described in Section 4.J hereof; (E) $62,134 from American Legion Post 162 to finance the cost of 

the improvements to Veterans Park described in Section 4.J hereof; and (F) $169,500 from the Bergen County 

Open Space Fund to finance the cost of the property acquisition described in Section 4.K hereof.   Said grant 

funds and private contributions shall be applied as set forth in Section 12 hereof.  Said improvements shall be 

made as general improvements and no part of the cost thereof shall be assessed against property specially 

benefited. 

  Section 3.  It is hereby determined and stated that the making of such improvements is not a current 

expense of said Borough. 

  Section 4.  The several purposes hereby authorized for the financing of which said obligations are 

to be issued are set forth in the following "Schedule of Improvements, Purposes and Amounts" which schedule 

also shows (1) the amount of the appropriation and the estimated cost of each such purpose, and (2) the amount 
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of each sum which is to be provided by Capital Fund Balance of the Borough hereinafter appropriated, and (3) 

the amount of each sum which is to be provided by the appropriation from the Capital Improvement Fund 

hereinafter made to either fully fund the appropriation or to provide a down payment, and (4) the estimated 

maximum amount of bonds and notes to be issued for each such purpose, and (5) the period of usefulness of each 

such purpose, according to its reasonable life, computed from the date of said bonds: 

 SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS 

  A.  Undertaking of the 2019 Road, Curb, Sidewalk, Culvert, Sewer and Drainage Improvement 
Program at various locations.  It is hereby determined and stated that said roads being improved are of "Class B" 
or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New 
Jersey Statutes Annotated, as amended; the "Local Bond Law").   

 

 Appropriation and Estimated Cost   $  555,000 

 Capital Improvement Fund Appropriated  $  555,000 

 Period of Usefulness     10 years 

 B. Resurfacing of St. Nicholas Avenue.  It is hereby determined and stated that said road being 
improved is of "Class B" or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law. 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  217,000 

Down Payment Appropriated $   15,000 

Bonds and Notes Authorized $  202,000 

Period of Usefulness 10 years 

 

C.  Replacement of ADA ramps at Piermont Avenue. 

 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   50,000 

Down Payment Appropriated $    2,900 

Bonds and Notes Authorized $   47,100 

Period of Usefulness     10 years 

 

D.  Undertaking of environmental testing and monitoring (including acquisition and installation of 
related equipment) at Centennial Field. 

 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  100,000 

Down Payment Appropriated $    5,000 

Bonds and Notes Authorized $   95,000 

Period of Usefulness     15 years 

 

E. Undertaking of various exterior improvements to Department of Public Works ("DPW") 
facilities.  It is hereby determined and stated that said public buildings being improved are of "Class B" or 
equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law. 

 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   20,000 
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Down Payment Appropriated $    1,000 

Bonds and Notes Authorized $   19,000  

Period of Usefulness 15 years 

F.  Replacement of the upper roof on the Fire House.  It is hereby determined and stated that the 
public building being improved is of "Class B" or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local 
Bond Law.    

 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   80,000 

Down Payment Appropriated $    4,000 

Bonds and Notes Authorized $   76,000 

 Period of Usefulness     15 years 

 

 

  G.  Undertaking of various improvements to public buildings, including security upgrades.  It is 
hereby determined and stated that the public buildings being improved are of "Class B" or equivalent construction 
as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law. 

 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   50,000 

Down Payment Appropriated $    3,000 

Bonds and Notes Authorized $   47,000 

Period of Usefulness 15 years 

 

 

  H.  Acquisition of new communication and signal systems equipment consisting of a telephone 
system to be installed at various municipal facilities. 

 

 Appropriation and Estimated Cost   $   45,000 

Down Payment Appropriated  $   20,000 

Bonds and Notes Authorized  $   25,000 

Period of Usefulness     10 years 

 

 

I.  Undertaking of various improvements to Memorial Field. 

 Appropriation and Estimated Cost   $  180,000 

 Down Payment Appropriated    $    9,000 

 Bonds and Notes Authorized    $  171,000 

 Period of Usefulness     15 years 

 

J.  Undertaking of various improvements to Veterans Park. 

 

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  124,268 

Down Payment Appropriated $    6,000 
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Bonds and Notes Authorized $  118,268 

Period of Usefulness 15 years 

 

 

  K. Acquisition of real property (19 Glendale Drive, designated as Block 1111, Lot 5 on the 
Borough Tax Map) for open space purposes. 

 

 Appropriation and Estimated Cost   $  169,500 

 Down Payment Appropriated    $    8,100 

 Bonds and Notes Authorized    $  161,400 

 Period of Usefulness     40 years 

 

  L.  Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the use of 

various Borough departments, offices and agencies: 

 

 DPW 

 tractor 

 field grooming machine 

 

 Fire Department 

 gear washer/dryer 

 

 Police Department 

 target control equipment for installation at the Pistol Range 

 fingerprint system 

 Appropriation and Estimated Cost   $  203,000 

Down Payment Appropriated $   10,000 

Bonds and Notes Authorized $  193,000 

Period of Usefulness     15 years 

 

  M.  Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery, new information 

technology equipment and new automotive vehicles, including original apparatus and equipment, for the use of 

various Borough departments, offices and agencies: 

 

 DPW 

 civic decoration equipment 

 

 Fire Department 
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 turnout gear 

 

 Police Department 

 computer and evidence upgrade equipment 

 SUVs 

 

 Appropriation and Estimated Cost   $  136,000 

Capital Fund Balance Appropriated $   55,000 

Capital Improvement Fund Appropriated $   81,000 

Period of Usefulness     5 years 

 ------------------------------------------------------- 

 Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost $1,929,768 

Capital Fund Balance Appropriated $   55,000 

Aggregate Capital Improvement Fund 

Appropriated either as a Down Payment or to Fully Fund  

Appropriations $  720,000 

 Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes 

Authorized       $1,154,768 

 

  Section 5.  The cost of such purposes, as hereinbefore stated, includes the aggregate amount of 

$85,000 which is estimated to be necessary to finance the cost of such purposes, including architect's fees, 

accounting, engineering and inspection costs, legal expenses and other expenses, including interest on such 

obligations to the extent permitted by Section 20 of the Local Bond Law. 

  Section 6.  The sum of $55,000 is hereby appropriated from Capital Fund Balance of the Borough 

to the payment of the cost of the improvements authorized in Section 4.M hereof. 

  Section 7.  It is hereby determined and stated that moneys exceeding $720,000, appropriated for 

down payments on capital improvements or for the capital improvement fund in budgets heretofore adopted for 

said Borough, are now available to finance said purposes.  The sum of $720,000 is hereby appropriated from such 

moneys to the payment of the cost of said purposes. 

  Section 8.  To finance said purposes, bonds of said Borough of an aggregate principal amount not 

exceeding $1,154,768 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law.  Said bonds shall bear 

interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed by law.  All matters 

with respect to said bonds not determined by this ordinance shall be determined by resolutions to be hereafter 

adopted. 
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  Section 9. To finance said purposes, bond anticipation notes of said Borough of an aggregate 

principal amount not exceeding $1,154,768 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local Bond Law 

in anticipation of the issuance of said bonds.  In the event that bonds are issued pursuant to this ordinance, the 

aggregate amount of notes hereby authorized to be issued shall be reduced by an amount equal to the principal 

amount of the bonds so issued.  If the aggregate amount of outstanding bonds and notes issued pursuant to this 

ordinance shall at any time exceed the sum first mentioned in this section, the moneys raised by the issuance of 

said bonds shall, to not less than the amount of such excess, be applied to the payment of such notes then 

outstanding. 

  Section 10.  Each bond anticipation note issued pursuant to this ordinance shall be dated on or 

about the date of its issuance and shall be payable not more than one year from its date, shall bear interest at a 

rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within the limitations prescribed by law and may be renewed from 

time to time pursuant to and within limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law.  Each of said bond anticipation 

notes shall be signed by the Mayor and by a financial officer and shall be under the seal of said Borough and 

attested by the Borough Clerk or Deputy Borough Clerk.  Said officers are hereby authorized to execute said notes 

in such form as they may adopt in conformity with law.  The power to determine any  

matters with respect to said notes not determined by this ordinance and also the power to sell said notes, is hereby 

delegated to the Chief Financial Officer who is hereby authorized to sell said notes either at one time or from time 

to time in the manner provided by law. 

  Section 11.  It is hereby determined and declared that the average period of usefulness of the 

purposes to be financed with bonds or notes, according to their reasonable lives, taking into consideration the 

respective amounts of bonds or notes authorized for said purposes, is a period of 17.30 years computed from the 

date of said bonds.  

  Section 12.  It is hereby determined and stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement required by 

the Local Bond Law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Borough Clerk of said Borough, and that 

such statement so filed shows that the gross debt of said Borough, as defined in Section 43 of the Local Bond 

Law, is increased by this ordinance by $1,154,768 and that the issuance of the bonds and notes authorized by this 

ordinance will be within all debt limitations prescribed by said Local Bond Law. 

  Section 13.  Any funds received from private parties, the County of Bergen, the State of New 

Jersey or any of their agencies or any funds received from the United States of America or any of its agencies in 

aid of such purposes, shall be applied to the payment of the cost of such purposes, or, if bond anticipation notes 
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have been issued, to the payment of the bond anticipation notes, and the amount of bonds authorized for such 

purposes shall be reduced accordingly. 

  Section 14.  The Borough intends to issue the bonds or notes to finance the cost of the 

improvements described in Section 4 of this bond ordinance (except for Sections 4.A and 4.M).  If the Borough 

incurs such costs prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes, the Borough hereby states its reasonable expectation 

to reimburse itself for such expenditures with the proceeds of such bonds or notes in the maximum principal 

amount of bonds or notes authorized by this bond ordinance.  

 Section 15.  The full faith and credit of the Borough are hereby pledged to the punctual payment of the 

principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this ordinance.  Said obligations shall be direct, 

unlimited and general obligations of the Borough, and the Borough shall levy ad valorem taxes upon all the 

taxable real property within the Borough for the payment of the principal of and interest on such bonds and notes, 

without limitation as to rate or amount. 

  Section 16.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this ordinance 

to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the Local Finance Board showing 

full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of Local 

Government Services, is on file with the Borough Clerk and is available for public inspection. 

  Section 17.  This ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication thereof after 

final passage. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 19-07 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 Hillsdale 

Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on May 14, 2019 and at said time and place all persons interested will be given 

an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said 

ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice of its introduction 

and of the time and place, when and where said ordinance would be considered for final passage. 

Motion by Councilmember Lundy, Second by Councilmember DeRosa. 

 

Mayor Ruocco wanted to make one comment.  We talked about this in the Finance Committee; the $1,929,768 

number you see here does not mean filing for that amount of money.  If we calculated this correctly and you 

apply all the grants and you use the capital improvement fund which is fed by general operating we would only 

be borrowing approximately $544,000.  He did not want anyone over alarmed over the amount.   

 

Roll Call Vote:     

Ayes:  Council Members Lundy, Council President Pizzella, Segalas, DeRosa, Escobar, Horvath 

Nays:  None 

 

 

19-08 (Introduction) –  

An Ordinance to Provide for and Determine the Rate, Amount and Method of Payment of Compensation 

to Persons Holding Certain Office and Positions of Employment in the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey 

 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19-08_(I).pdf
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 BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, in the County of Bergen, and 

State of New Jersey as follows: 

 SECTION 1.  The rate of compensation of persons holding any of the hereafter named offices and 

positions of employment, which compensation shall be on an annual basis unless otherwise specified, is hereby 

fixed and determined to be as set opposite the title of each of the hereinafter named offices and positions of 

employment.  Whenever there shall be set forth a minimum and maximum rate of compensation the employee or 

officer shall be compensated at an annual rate within such range. 

 SECTION 2.  Each employee set forth in this Section shall receive annual compensation as set forth below. 

  TITLE MAXIMUM 

 
1 Mayor  $                         9,000.00  

 
2 Councilmembers  $                         6,000.00  

 
3 Police Chief  $                     178,500.00  

 
4 Police Captain  $                     170,340.00  

 
5 Police Lieutenant $                     159,181.00  

6 Borough Administrator  $                       47,754.00  

 
7 Borough Clerk  $                       76,990.00  

 

8 
Certified Municipal Financial Officer  

 $                       95,821.00   
and Qualified Purchasing Agent 

 
9 Assistant Managers-Finance  $                       58,679.00  

 
10 Tax Assessor  $                       23,317.00  

 
11 Tax Collector  $                       20,000.00  

 
12 Finance Assistant - Accounts Payable  $                       47,000.00  

 
13 Confidential Administrative Assistant-per hour  $                              21.32  

 

14 Executive Assistant-per hour  $                              20.40  

 
15 Municipal Housing Liaison  $                         2,000.00  

16 Superintendent of Public Works  $                       98,000.00  

 
17 Acting Recycling Coordinator  $                         2,000.00  

 
18 Licensed Sewer Operator  $                         5,000.00  

 

19 
Class III Police Officers 

 (2018-2020 School Year -Hourly) 
       Not to exceed $30.00/hr 

 
20 Fire Official $                       10,612.00  

21 Municipal Judge  $                       19,357.00  

 
22 Inspector for Continuing Certificate of Inspection     $                         5,000.00  

23 Court Administrator  $                       54,527.00   

24 Court Violations Clerk-per hour  $                              20.81  
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25 Prosecutor  $                       12,191.00  

 
26 Alternate Prosecutor per court session  $                            200.00  

 
27 Public Defender  $                         4,370.00  

 
28 Alternate Public Defender per case  $                            200.00  

 
29 Welfare Director     $                       16,133.00  

 
30 Community - Seniors Activity Director  $                       15,040.00  

 
31 Recreation Director  $                       16,622.00  

 
32 Construction Official  $                       22,632.00   

33 Building Sub-Code Official  $                       22,631.00   

34 Building Sub-Code Official Vehicle Allowance      $                           750.00   

35 Zoning Official-per hour  $                              31.21  

 

36 
Board Secretary-includes preparing minutes-per 

meeting 
 $                              50.00  

 
37 OEM Coordinator  $                         2,040.00  

 
38 OEM Deputy Coordinator  $                         2,040.00  

 
39 Volunteer Ambulance Corps Stipend  $                            600.00  

 
40 Volunteer Fire Department Stipend  $                            600.00  

 
41 Fire Chief  $                         3,400.00  

 
42 Deputy Fire Chief  $                         2,650.00  

 
43 Senior Captain  $                         1,650.00  

 
44 Junior Captain  $                         1,350.00  

 
45 First Lieutenant  $                         1,050.00  

 
46 Second Lieutenant  $                            900.00  

 
47 Third Lieutenant  $                            750.00  

 
48 Forth Lieutenant  $                            600.00  

 
49 Fire Department Captain’s Vehicle Allowance $                            200.00  

50 Mechanic (per apparatus)  $                            200.00  

 
51 Advisor  $                            500.00  

 
52 Fit Test Administrator  $                            200.00  

 
53 Air Bank Tech  $                            400.00  

 
54 Radio Tech  $                            250.00  

 
55 Training Advisor  $                            350.00  

 
56 Cadet Advisor  $                            350.00  

 
57 Driver (per apparatus)  $                              50.00  
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58 Board Clerk  $                         1,300.00  

 
59 Education beyond Fire Fighter 1  $                              35.00  

 

    

    
    MINIMUM MAXIMUM 

60 Borough Temporary or Per-Diem Worker  $                              10.00   $          50.00  

61 DPW Seasonal or Per-Diem Worker  $                              10.00   $        100.00  

SECTION 3.  If an employee performed a unique assignment of exceptional value to the Borough requiring 

significant time and effort in addition to his/her usual responsibilities, the Borough Council may grant a bonus 

not to exceed $5,000 to this employee. 

SECTION 4.  The compensation fixed and determined by this Ordinance for the persons holding the respective 

offices and positions of employment herein named, shall, except as otherwise provided by statute, ordinance or 

resolution, be in lieu of all other fees, costs and charges received and collected by such offices and employees 

shall remit such funds promptly to the Borough Treasurer. 

SECTION 5.  All ordinances and resolutions inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby 

repealed as to such inconsistencies. 

SECTION 6.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage (in accordance with state law), 

approval (in accordance with state law), and publication of notice thereof as required by law, and the provisions 

of this Ordinance shall be retroactive to January 1, 2019, unless otherwise noted. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 19-08 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 Hillsdale 

Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on May 14, 2019 and at said time and place all persons interested will be given 

an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said 

ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice of its introduction 

and of the time and place, when and where said ordinance would be considered for final passage. 

Motion by Council President Pizzella, Second by Councilmember DeRosa. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members Council President Pizzella, Segalas, DeRosa, Escobar, Horvath 

Nays:  Council Member Lundy 

 

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): R19092 through R19098: 

R19092 Payment of Bills 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that the following bill in the sum of 

$4,173,957.62 as authorized by the Department Head and approved by a Council member liaison, be paid; and 

that the Mayor, Clerk and Certified Municipal Financial Officer be and they are hereby authorized and directed 

to issue warrants in payment of same. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19092_full.pdf
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R19093 Resolution Awarding the Two- Year Contract for Disposal of Vegetative Waste  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale promulgated bid specifications to obtain bids for the disposal of vegetative 

waste for the Borough; and, 

WHEREAS, bids were obtained in accordance with applicable law and bids for the Project were opened April 2, 

2019 at Borough Hall; and,  

WHEREAS, three (3) bidders responded to the Request for Bids; and, 

WHEREAS, the lowest responsible bidder was RER Supply, LLC with a bid of Eighty-Five Thousand Four 

Hundred Dollars and No Cents ($85,400.00) for an open ended two-year contract beginning May 1, 2019 through 

April 30, 2021 also with the option of renewing the contract for one (1) option for a two (2) year extension based 

upon the same terms and conditions as specified in the bid proposal; and, 

WHEREAS, RER Supply, LLC has met all of the bid specifications; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey that the contract for Disposal of Vegetative Waste for the Borough of Hillsdale is 

awarded to RER Supply, LLC, 4 South Corporate Drive, Riverdale, New Jersey 07457 and the Mayor and 

Borough Clerk are hereby authorized, on behalf of the Borough, to execute an Agreement with RER Supply, LLC 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19093c.pdf
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in the amount of Eighty-Five Thousand Four Hundred Dollars and No Cents ($85,400.00) for a two year contract 

beginning May 1, 2019 through April 30, 2021; with the option of renewing the contract for one (1) option for a 

two (2) year extension based upon the same terms and conditions as specified in the bid proposal. 

 

R19094 Resolution Authorizing the Acceptance of a Grant from the Bergen Joint Insurance Fund for 

Base Accreditation Services and Execution of a Grant Agreement 

 

WHEREAS, the Commission on the Accreditation of Law Enforcement Agencies (“CALEA”) and the State of 

New Jersey Associations of Chiefs of Police offer a program to obtain accreditation in order to attain the highest 

standards of police department management; and 

WHEREAS, the Bergen Joint Insurance Fund is seeking to encourage police departments to pursue such 

excellence by providing a grant in the amount not to exceed $25,000 to support the Hillsdale Police Department’s 

efforts to attain accreditation from New Jersey Chiefs of Police; and 

WHEREAS, the Chief of Police and the governing body believe that the attaining of such certification is 

consistent with the goals of the Hillsdale Police Department; and 

WHEREAS, the Chief of Police is committed to taking necessary action in order to support the accreditation 

process.  

WHEREAS, the successful completion of the accreditation process from the New Jersey State Associations of 

Chiefs of Police will result in a reduction in liability insurance premiums from the Bergen JIF and  

WHEREAS, in the long term the completion and retention of accreditation from the New Jersey State 

Associations of Chiefs of Police will help the municipality manage its liability and workers compensation 

insurance exposure. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale,(Herein After the 

“Municipality”) in the County of Bergen, and State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

1. The Mayor, Administrator and Chief of Police are hereby authorized to enter into a Grant Agreement with 

the Bergen Joint Insurance Fund for the receipt of funding in the amount of $25,000 for the NJ State 

Chief’s of Police accreditation program.  

2. The Municipality agrees to abide by the terms of the Grant Agreement to attain certification within two 

years of the date of the agreement. Upon accreditation being obtained, the Bergen JIF will use their normal 

accreditation discount to offset the grant costs.   

3. If the Municipality does not achieve certification within the two year period, the amount of the Grant is 

due payable to the Bergen JIF within a three year period. 

4. If the Municipality does not achieve the certification within the two year period and/or leaves the Bergen 

JIF before the grant is repaid in full, the amount of the grant is due immediately to the Bergen JIF upon 

the date of termination to the JIF. 

5. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 

R19095 Authorize the Borough Clerk to Advertise Requests for Qualifications for a Consultant for Police 

Department Accreditation 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et seq. that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized 

to advertise for a Consultant for Police Department Accreditation. 

 

R19096 Resolution Awarding Payment of 2018 LOSAP Benefits to Eligible Members of the Volunteer 

Ambulance Service 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19094.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19095.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19096a.pdf
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WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, Bergen County, New Jersey, has adopted 

Ordinance #99-17 establishing and implementing Length of Service Awards Program (LOSAP) pursuant to P.L. 

1997, c. 399, and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the LOSAP program, a list of eligible members and corresponding award has 

been presented to the Borough Administrator, a copy of the same being annexed hereto; and 

WHEREAS, a list of eligible members and proposed award has been reviewed and approved by the  Borough 

Administrator, and funds have been certified by the Certified Municipal Finance Officer; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, does hereby 

approve the increase of 0.8 % as per the Annual CPI Adjustment listed in the Local Finance Notice 2018-02 for 

the list of eleven (11) eligible members to receive full benefits which is One Thousand Four Hundred Thirty Nine 

Dollars and Sixty Three Cents ($1,439.63) per eligible member for a  proposed total award of Fifteen Thousand 

Eight Hundred Thirty Five Dollars and Ninety Three Cents ($15,835.93) for 2018 LOSAP benefits, for eligible 

Volunteer Ambulance Service members as annexed hereto and made a part hereof and authorizes payment in 

accordance therewith. 

 

R19097 Resolution Awarding Payment of 2018 LOSAP Benefits to Eligible Members of the Volunteer 

Fire Department 
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, Bergen County, New Jersey, has adopted 

Ordinance #99-17 establishing and implementing Length of Service Awards Program (LOSAP) pursuant to P.L. 

1997, c. 399, and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with the LOSAP program, a list of eligible members and corresponding award has 

been presented to the Borough Administrator, a copy of the same being annexed hereto; and 

WHEREAS, a list of eligible members and proposed award has been reviewed and approved by the Borough 

Administrator, and funds have been certified by the Certified Municipal Finance Officer; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, does hereby 

approve the increase of 0.8% as per the Annual CPI Adjustment listed in the Local Finance Notice 2018-02 for 

the list of sixteen (16) eligible members to receive full benefits at the amount of One Thousand Four Hundred 

Thirty Nine Dollars and Sixty Three ($1,439.63) per eligible member, proposed total award of  Twenty Three 

Thousand Thirty Four Dollars and Eight Cents ($23,034.08) for 2018 LOSAP benefits, for eligible Fire 

Department members as annexed hereto and made a part hereof and authorizes payment in accordance therewith. 

 

R19098 Resolution Canceling all Property Taxes for 5 Birchwood Drive as per N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.30 - 

Disabled Veterans Exemption  
 

WHEREAS, Mr. John Angermeyer & Allison Angermeyer, owners of Block 905, Lot 9 known as 5 Birchwood 

Lane in the Borough of Hillsdale has been qualified per the Borough Tax Assessor, that John Angermeyer is a 

Permanently and Totally Disabled Veteran in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.30; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.30 provides permanently and Totally Disabled Veteran’s to be exempt from 

Property Tax; and 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Tax Collector shall cancel all Property Taxes on the 

above-mentioned Property starting January 1, 2019 and on; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Municipal Clerk shall forward a copy of this Resolution to the Tax 

Assessor and the Tax Collector. 

Motion by Councilmember Lundy, Second by Councilmember Horvath. 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19097a.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19098.pdf
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Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members Segalas, DeRosa, Escobar, Horvath, Lundy, Council President Pizzella 

Nays:  None 

 

 

OFF-CONSENT: 

 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTARIES: 

 

Councilmember Lundy congratulated the Cadets and Fire Department members for their service and volunteers.  

She said Cops and Bobbers is May 19. 

 

Councilmember Segalas expressed thanks to our employees and volunteers who respond behind the scenes.  They 

secure our town and preserve its character and charm; the essence of life is to serve others and do well.  

Volunteerism benefits the recipient, it helps our food pantry, helping children, dedication to people who need 

housing and there are different volunteerism makes a difference. Volunteers provide social and financial benefits 

to our town; the passport bus will be here from the 23rd to the 25th of April and your tax dollars are paying for that 

service available and get your passport renewed.  Nobody likes taxes but occasionally we see a benefit.  April 26 

is National Arbor Day and we will be at the schools to assist with their events.  April 27 the Pascack Brook fishing 

contest.  May 4 a shredding event for our residents at the DPW.   

 

Council President Pizzella thanked all the Hillsdale employees and volunteers for their dedication.  He thanked 

HSBA for their opening day.  He enjoyed being on the Finance Committee, different than a corporate setting and 

thanked Councilwoman Lundy, Administrator DeJoseph and Mayor Ruocco because besides taking it seriously 

they really think about the residents and the budget process.  They have so much more knowledge about how to 

put the budget together, the needs of the town, saving money, where to get money.  We are served well and 

thanked them.   

 

Councilmember DeRosa said in the capital budget there is $91,000 plus for the tractor and vehicle.  Those should 

come in handy when caring for our baseball fields.  There are multiple attachments that plow snow and sweepers 

that sweep clay from the grass onto the infield which should help on a lot of our fields.  He also thanked all of 

our volunteers; if the Borough had to pay for board members and coaches that run our sports programs it would 

be expensive.  He said Passover is April 19 for those observing that and Happy Easter April 21.  The Easter Egg 

Hunt is Saturday the 20th at Beechwood Park.       

 

Councilmember Horvath asked if we missed the professional reports. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said no.   

 

Councilmember Horvath would like to echo what was said by Council, thanks to all the people who serve this 

town.  He wished the American Legion a happy 100th birthday; Poppy season starts next month and is a good way 

to serve them and support them.   

 

Councilman Escobar said a 15-year veteran of the NJ Fire Department and was killed yesterday in Afghanistan, 

he was 23 years old.   

 

Mayor Ruocco heard the report this morning, very sad.  Fairways development is a development being proposed 

for the golf course in River Vale, it is a 249-unit apartment building, some affordable.  Hearings are going on, the 

next one is April 30.  We all understand the pressure River Vale is facing as we faced in our affordable housing 

requirements; they are under the similar pressure.  It doesn’t mitigate the concerns he has over the traffic impact 

it will have on the surrounding area especially to our town.  The only exit for traffic coming out is entering onto 

Piermont; traffic will enter on River Vale but only allowed to exit right off onto Piermont; that backs up in the 

morning and this is going to add to that pressure.  He will consider suggesting to their Planning Board that they 

should consider making the entrance on River Vale Road equally egress and ingress to alleviate some pressure; 

that is the way it is now when cars go to the golf course or appeal to the county for a light at the exit.   

 

There is an upcoming Mayors conference on Affordable Housing this Saturday at the Meadowlands Hilton and 

he intends to attend and report back in terms of what he learned.  We had a Mayors Legislative Day on April 5 

where Mayors or representatives go to Trenton and meet with the folks there.  The common themes were to get 

affordable housing out of the courts, and find a way to block the Meadowlands power plant.  The Commissioner 

from DEP was there and did not seem to be sympathetic to objections by the Bergen County folks.  She said she 

is going to let this play out, there are standards and are going to hold this proposed utility up to those standards.  

She didn’t take a position supportive of what the Bergen Mayors said, which was we don’t want to support such 
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a thing because we get no benefit out of it and it has pollution effects.  Senator Sweeney continues to press the 

“PATH FOR PROGRESS” study.  BC Mayors of NJ League of Municipalities had a meeting this morning and 

he attended.  General Counsel for the League presented facts about marijuana legislation, there is uncertainty 

now, and they say they don’t know which way this is going to go.  He asked for a poll among the 25 Mayors and 

not one Mayor was in favor for recreational use.   The League is preparing resolutions for all municipalities to 

opt out and if the state passes it and you choose to opt out and we do have to choose one way or the other we will 

have draft resolutions to consider.  The sense among the League officials is that Trenton is deciding things without 

ample output from municipalities and that seems to be a trend and the Mayors are bemoaning that.  Mayors are 

complaining about the expiration of the 2% interest arbitration cap and no one seems to be listening.  He wished 

the Jewish residents a holy Passover and our Christian residents a Happy Easter.    

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION:   

 

 

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING: 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT:   

Motion to adjourn by Councilmember Horvath, Second by Councilmember DeRosa, and unanimously carried.  

 

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE  

 

TUESDAY, May 14, 2019 

 

 

 

Denise Kohan, Municipal Clerk  

 

          _____________________________ 

               

                   APPROVED AS PRESENTED     


