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Minutes of a Council Meeting of the Borough of Hillsdale held at 7:30 PM on Tuesday, May 2, 2017, in the 

Council Chamber, Borough of Hillsdale, New Jersey. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Frank who also led the Salute to the Flag. 

 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT:   

This is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 2nd day of May, 2017.  Notice of the time and place 

of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Record; a copy was posted on the bulletin 

board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested parties. 

Please notify the Acting Municipal Clerk for any disability requirements necessary for attendance at Mayor and 

Council meetings.  The fire exits are located through the double doors to your left.  Please silence all cell 

phones. 

ROLL CALL: 

Council Members DeRosa, Karcich, Lundy, Pizzella, Segalas, Council President Ruocco 

(Mayor Frank, Borough Attorney Madaio, CMFO Jonathan DeJoseph, Acting Borough Clerk Kohan) 

 

 

PRESENTATIONS:  

Erik Gundersen – Superintendent of Schools 

 

Mayor Frank said the first item we had was a Presentation by Mr. Erik Gundersen, Superintendent of Schools 

and that has been moved forward to June 13.  We do have some recognitions.   

 

 

RECOGNITION: 

Pascack Valley Girls Varsity Basketball Team        Council Member Anthony DeRosa 

 

Mayor Frank said what happens when you put the Pascack Valley Girls Varsity Basketball Team together with 

Coach Jeff Jasper and a record of 30 and 2, you get state champions and that is fabulous.  Congratulations.   

 

Council Member DeRosa said behind me and to the side of me is our state champions Girls Varsity Basketball 

Team from Pascack Valley.  It is not often you have a state championship team in your community so we are 

celebrating tonight.  He recognized the players and Coach Jeff Jasper.   Final ranking is New Jersey’s No. 1 

Team and Team of the Year; that is the eleventh time the PV Girls Basketball Team has been so selected.  Final 

state ranking No. 10 out of 530 high schools in New Jersey.  Final ranking in the Tri-State area No. 18, final 

record 30 and 2.  Coach Jasper is a legend both in the classroom and on the court.  He is selected as Big North 

Conference Coach of the Year, he has 990 wins, 10 wins short of 1000.  These girls illustrate what hard work,   

discipline, dedication and team work can achieve.  They and their accomplishments are also testaments to the 

coaching staff, administration and the Regional Board of Education.   The benefit of sports and education of our 

children is invaluable, the challenges teach discipline and rewards for hard work.  It also brings recognition to 

our community and school district and because of that it attracts families to our town and keeps our property 

values up as well.  On behalf of the Mayor and Council, he presented to the Coach:  Hillsdale proudly 

recognizes and congratulates the Pascack Valley High School Girls Varsity Basketball Team and Coaches for 

their achievements during their 2016-2017 season, 30 and 2.  Big North Champs, North Group One sectional 

champs, Group Three State Champs.        

  

PROMOTIONS:  

 

 

OATH OF OFFICE/APPOINTMENTS: 

    

PROCLAMATIONS:  
Parkinson’s Disease Awareness Month – April 2017            Mayor Douglas E. Frank 

 

Mayor Frank said April 2017 was officially Parkinson’s Disease Awareness Month and he read a Proclamation. 

 

WHEREAS, Parkinson’s Disease is a chronic, progressive neurological disease and it is the second most 

common neuro degenerative disease in the United States; 
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WHEREAS, there is adequate data on the incidence and prevalence of Parkinson’s Disease but it is estimated 

to affect 500,000 to 1.5 million people in the United States and the prevalence will be more than double by 

2040; 

 

WHEREAS, Parkinson’s Disease is the 14
th

 leading cause of death in the United States according to the Center 

for Disease Control and Prevention; 

 

WHEREAS, it is estimated that the economic burden of Parkinson’s Disease is at least 14.4 billion annually 

including indirect costs to patients and family members of 6.3 billion; 

 

WHEREAS, research suggests the cause of Parkinson’s Disease is a combination of genetic and environmental 

factors but the exact cause and progression of the disease is still unknown; 

 

WHEREAS, there is no objective test or biomarker for Parkinson’s Disease and there is no cure or drug to slow 

or alter the progression of the disease; 

 

WHEREAS, the symptoms of Parkinson’s Disease vary from person to person and can include tremors, 

slowness of movement and rigidity, difficulty with balance, swallowing, chewing and speaking, cognitive of 

impairment and dementia, mood disorders and a variety of other non-motor symptoms; 

 

WHEREAS, volunteers, researchers, care givers and medical professionals are working to improve the quality 

of life of persons living with Parkinson’s Disease and their families; 

 

WHEREAS, increased research, education and community support services are needed to find more effective 

treatments and to provide access to quality care to those living with the disease today which includes the 2017 

web based, user friendly program for police officers, fire fighters and emergency medical service providers to 

help them recognize the unique symptoms and needs of those with Parkinson’s Disease and enable them to 

provide the best and most appropriate care; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DOUGLAS FRANK, MAYOR OF THE BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, do hereby proclaim last month, April, as Parkinson’s Awareness Month.   He added that we 

should carry this forward, people here and myself have had family affected with Parkinson’s Disease and it is a 

big problem.           

 

 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT (Time limited, new topics only, one speaker per topic): 

 

Mayor Frank said anyone wishing to speak to the Council, please come forward, identify yourself; .this is time 

limited, new topics only, one speaker per topic. 

 

Zoltan Harvoth, 500 Piermont Avenue – 

He thanked the Council for the excellent job they did this past week at Pascack Valley High School addressing 

the Waste Management issue.  Everybody spoke eloquently, stated our desires and needs and wanted to express 

his thanks.   

 

Mayor Frank closed the public comment section.  

 

                         

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
 

Motion ______   Second ______ 

Council Members DeRosa, Karcich, Lundy, Pizzella, Segalas, Council President Ruocco 

 

 

 

PROFESSIONALS REPORT/MONTHLY DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 

(The following correspondence on file in Borough Clerks Office) 

 

Police Department – April 2017           Chief Robert Francaviglia 

Fire Department – March 2017       Chief Patrick Doody 

 

Captain Smith, Police Department, had a brief report for the month of April.  During the month of April, there 

were 90 dispatch shifts; all were covered by non-sworn personnel.  This April the Chief took part in an 

interview panel at the Bergen County Police Academy to interview potential police recruits who apply to the 
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alternate route program.  This past month the Borough had their second quarter safety meeting with the 

Borough Managers and our Insurance Risk Manager; the PBA hosted a dinner for the residents of the Hillsdale 

House where we served pasta, salad and dessert and it was a great success.  On June 8, time to be determined, 

Sergeant Tom Smith will head up along with other emergency services, Fire Department as well, at the high 

school and we will be holding our second annual Project Crash.  This is a program that is designed for high 

school seniors to educate them about the dangers of drinking and driving during the prom and graduation 

seasons.  During the month, we had 424 motor vehicle stops resulting in 106 summonses and 17 criminal 

arrests.  We had the Distracted Driver Program which resulted in 75 summonses issues, 6 issues were issued for 

cell phones, 201 warnings were issued and 5 criminal arrests were held during this initiative.  He reminded folks 

that although there is the initiative called the Distracted Driving Program that goes on every day when the 

police officers are on patrol.  The initiative is basically an enhancement and it did result in a lot of motor vehicle 

summonses and warnings, very successful.  We have a new program coming up; we pride ourselves in coming 

up with new programs.  Officer Ryan Norton came up with a program called Cops and Bobbers; this will be 

held on Saturday, May 27, at 10:00 AM and will be held at the Woodcliff Lake Reservoir and it will be a free 

day of fishing complete with gifts and prizes and give a-ways and contests, trophies, etc.  That is in conjunction 

with Suez and we have a few sponsors as well.  This concludes my monthly report.   

 

The Alternate Route Program is a Program designed for potential police officers that pay themselves to get to 

the police academy so they are not sponsored by a particular police department; they go before an interview 

panel of civilians and they are hand chosen by Chiefs of Police and a panel to be awarded just a slot at the 

police academy.  These recruits are not paid for six months; they are receiving the same basic training that a 

police officer would be receiving, however, upon graduation most of them graduate as a civilian hoping to get a 

job.  The Chief has found a viable candidate and we plan on interviewing this gentleman very shortly.   In the 

past, boroughs have chosen select candidates and they went to the police academy as a Hillsdale Police Recruit.  

These are regular civilians.   

 

Fire Chief Doody said he missed the last meeting due to the carnival so he has February’s calls.  We had 24 

calls in the month of February, we had one mutual aid fire in Westwood; most of our calls are activated alarms 

so we go over and change batteries and when you change your clocks you change your batteries.  There was a 

total of 214 hours, 24 calls, we also had 3 drills which we used 319 Knickerbocker which is now no more.  

During the month of March, we had 14 calls, 2 structure fires, house fire on Kent Road.  The first truck came in 

and put it out and the day after the storm we went to Washington Township and helped them for two hours, they 

couldn’t extinguish a stove fire.  We brought most of the manpower that day.  We had 14 calls for a total of 169 

hours, we also had two drills so March 12 was the last drill date at 319 Knickerbocker.  We have our golf outing 

May 15 at Edgewood Country Club and the Project Crash coming June 8.  We were asked to help for Cops and 

Bobbers and Woodcliff Lake is looking to put a standby team together.   

 

Council President Ruocco remarked that  Jon Najarian said that the Police were  working with Suez to train at 

Woodcliff Lake reservoir.  Chief Francaviglia said yes, we have to put this together; they agreed to release some 

water from the reservoir to train in the upper part of the brook so we can work on our roads and put someone in 

the water and practice getting them out of the water using our gear and techniques.  We are working on that.   

 

    

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Councilman - Anthony DeRosa 

Councilman - Scott Karcich 

Councilwoman - Abby Lundy 

Councilman - Frank Pizzella 

Councilman – Steven Segalas 

Council President – John Ruocco 

 

Councilman DeRosa said the Regional Board of Education passed their 2017-2018 budget, total $55,788,248; 

of that 26 million goes towards salaries and benefits.  That is a total increase of 1.82% within the 2% cap 

allowed and that translates to about $16 average household to Hillsdale residents using the state formula.  It is 

important to note that 97% of the school budget comes from local taxes; we only get 3% from federal and state.     

The budget includes two capital expenditures $879,000 for new turf field and $1,179,000 for music wing 

upgrades, both at Pascack Valley.  They also discussed a new website in June, a new twitter account at 

PVRHSV.  This summer returning students will get to keep their laptops instead of turning them in at the end of 

the semester and they will be replacing all security cameras by September.  You can view videos of the 

Regional Board of Education public meetings within 48 hours of those meetings; there is a link on their website 

as well as ours.  The Ambulance Corps is in their final stages of planning for the beef steak dinner on Saturday, 

the 13
th

 at 6PM at St. Johns, tickets are still available and more information is available on the Borough website.  

They are seeking day time drivers as they are short on day time week day drivers and to be a driver on the 

Ambulance you need to go through a three hour CPR training course because you are not actually assisting 
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patients, you would just be driving the ambulance.  If you are a resident and work nearby and would like to help 

out, the Ambulance Corps would love to hear from you or you can contact me as well.  The Rec Commission is 

finalizing the plans for the Memorial Day Parade and June’s meeting will be focusing on field usage and some 

continued drainage issues at Centennial.  If you have any opinions, he suggested you attend the meeting on 

Thursday.          

 

Councilman Karcich said the DPW is finishing work on the ballfield and we had opening day and it was a great 

success; the crews are now starting road repairs, doing potholes and fixing curbs.  We see all inquiries that 

come to the website about whether you have a pothole in front or a damaged tree; we do take in all that data and 

do the best we can to try to prioritize it.  If we don’t get back to you right away, we did take it in; reviewing all 

those complaints and hope we can get to the majority of them in an expedient time.  We are going to get more 

bins at some of our parks; with the spring season upon us, they are getting full on the weekends.   

 

Councilman Pizzella said we have a grant application that will deal with the Beechwood Park band shell; if you 

go to the band shell it looks like it is falling apart.  He was told that pieces of the band shell and the template for 

the band shell are at the DPW.  Could we spruce up the band shell because summer is coming and it looks like it 

is falling apart?  He is concerned about a safety issue.   

 

Mayor Frank said we discussed this recently before the grant.  He asked Councilman Pizzella to give his report. 

 

Councilman  Pizzella said this past weekend was the town cleanup which was led by the Environmental 

Commission and a great success; over 100 volunteers came to help.  He thanked all the volunteers, DPW, 

Mayor and Council and the Administrator for their help.  He thanked the Environmental Commission for 

working so hard and organizing the event.  Hillsdale will receive a 2017 Historic Preservation Award from the 

County on Thursday, May 4.  He will attend with members of the Historic Preservation Committee and report 

back at the next meeting. He did not know the criteria, all he knows is that we were informed that we won this 

award.   

 

Councilwoman Lundy said Stonybrook registration is ongoing and an early bird discount ends on Friday.  They 

will hold two open houses on May 21 and May 28 from 12:00 to 5:00 PM and any new members registering on 

those days will receive a 10% discount.  The intermediate pool has been renovated and is filling as we speak. 

Planning issues are moving along with the insurance company and will be ready for open house.    She has not 

met with the Library but there is a seminar on Tuesday, May 9, at 7:00 PM to learn how to practice mindfulness 

with Dr. Frank Cilio.  There is a Thursday night book group on May 18 and a novel will be discussed about a 

widower and changing life adventure.   

 

Councilman Segalas said the Board of Health just conducted a meeting and in fact it might still be ongoing.  In 

the last month there were no complaints to the Board of Health.  One notice of violation, a great number of 

inspections was conducted, three communicable diseases were noticed, one animal bite; blood pressure 

screenings up and coming, free vision and hearing testing.  He had nothing to report on any other committees at 

this time.    

 

Council President Ruocco said with respect to seniors, there will be a hearing at Hackensack at 9:00 AM this 

Thursday morning on the needs of seniors.  This is an annual hearing at 1 Bergen County Plaza, 5
th

 floor,  He 

intends to speak about transportation.  Anyone who goes is allowed to testify and comment on the needs of 

seniors.  He intended to mention the possibilities of having the County explore the use of Uber in the town.  The 

Borough got reimbursed for the emergency generator $55,400; this is the generator at United Methodist Church 

which is used when there is an emergency and residents have to be removed from their homes and put up 

temporarily at the church.  Approval is waiting from FEMA for partial reimbursement regarding the winter 

storm from last year; the OEM staff is working with Gotham to calibrate the flood sensors that were installed 

about a year ago.  It is a long process and has to be calibrated over the course of a year in order to have 

predictive value.  There is a resolution that the OEM staff believes needs to be considered in order to allow the 

Borough to borrow equipment from the County.  They wanted that mentioned in an open session.  The food 

pantry will be celebrating their 25
th

 anniversary next Council meeting.  We are planning a special recognition 

for the trustees, the sponsoring pastors and the volunteers.   They held an open house this past Sunday, April 30 

and it was fantastic.  Clients were thankful for the assistance they received and it was moving.  The Finance 

Committee will meet May 15.        

 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 
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CORRESPONDENCE:  

1. Email from Susan Vaccaro requesting to Paint the Town Purple with Purple Ribbons on May 6, 2017 to 

spread the word of the Relay for Life event on May 20-21 at Pascack Valley High School  

 

Motion to receipt and file - Motion Councilmember Karcich, Second by Councilmember DeRosa, and 

unanimously carried.  Councilmember DeRosa wanted their commitment to remove the ribbons when done.  

Acting Borough Clerk Kohan will confirm this.    

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Kurt Walkenhauer, 19 Hopkins Street – 

He was here about a year ago about the trees in the brook and no one takes the tree out of the brook behind his 

house.  The town comes and they say some of the trees are in Westwood and that is a problem.  He called the 

county and they said they will wait for the weather.  There are about four or five trees that have fallen down.  In 

the past the county takes the trees out of the brook and the DPW takes the trees off his property.  That is how 

Keith Durie handled this. 

Mayor Frank said Administrator DeJoseph will follow up. 

Mr. Walkenhauer said on Saturday, the parking in downtown Hillsdale in front of the stores is terrible and used 

by the store owners.  He asked if a letter could be sent to them asking them not to park in front of their store on 

Saturday.  He is handicapped and if they could park someplace else. 

Mayor Frank said that is a valid complaint and we will look into it. 

Mr. Walkenhauer said the water company has done a good job as far as flood control; we had a heavy rain and 

are they doing something else, we haven’t had flooding in three years.   

Mayor Frank said they have a new dam; we haven’t had a significant flooding event since the dam was put in, 

but the dam was never expected to control flooding.   

Council President Ruocco said we have been in a drought situation for about two years so the grounds absorb a 

bit.  The reservoir is at its almost full level.   

Mayor Frank said we have several systems; we have a new water monitoring program; they have cameras and a 

lot of controls and they are paying more attention.   

Frank Parisi, 24 Hunters Court –  

He wanted to speak about the winter enclosure on the pool at Stonybrook.  At the last few Council meetings 

there has been some negative feedback and negative comments from the residents of Hillsdale Manor.   He did 

not think there would be a problem with the enclosure and he believed they were misguided; it is not going to 

be like the summer time at Stonybrook where there are loud noises and whistles.  With the winter enclosure he 

did not think they will be affected.  He believed the enclosure is essential for the survival of Stonybrook and 

there have been multiple closures of swim clubs in Bergen County, many of them are in financial trouble.  

Stonybrook has been struggling; this is an innovative project and innovative way to generate income for 

Stonybrook.  If this is not passed Stonybrook will be closed in five years and that would be a shame.  

Stonybrook is one of the reasons people move to Hillsdale and one of the best.  He strongly urged that the 

Council vote for the winter enclosure.   

Carolyn Ledland, Johns Street, River Vale – 

Her daughter is a freshman at Pascack Valley and was on the swim team; it was a great experience for her.  A 

lack of pool time and a place for kids to practice is an issue.  As a parent it is not easy for early morning 

practices to Ridgewood for kids and parents so when we hear of a lap pool it seems like a great idea.  The swim 

team at the high school is combined with the Pascack Hills swim team and if there was a more convenient lap 

pool place for the kids to practice, maybe Pascack Valley would have more interested kids and the team could 

go further.   

Don Hanson, 16 Bradshaw Court – 

He reminded the Council that in addition to the concerns that the people who would like to see the enclosure, 

we are not against the enclosure per se, we are looking to have conditions met where our fears will not be 

realized such as the noise, lights, etc.  That is all we are asking for.   Our concerns are the value of our homes, 

our peace and quiet; there will be a lot of programs for the winter. He wanted a guarantee that you pay for 
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everything that you go to and the pool is open all year and I can go whenever I want, that that is not the case.  If 

there is a guarantee of window of time during the day the average person not associated with the team goes to 

the pool. 

Councilmember Lundy said scheduling is going to be up to the successful bidder who will run the operation and 

their programs mainly will run early morning and after school.  There will be a block of time where they hope 

to schedule sessions for the general public to come in and swim. They want to generate revenue as well because 

they are leasing the enclosure and they have a block of time until school.  She did not know how long that block 

of time would be and the successful bidder will be making the schedule.  At the meeting they said the master 

swimmers would be before the high school programs and before the swim team, so by 8:30 AM there will be 

nothing.   

Mayor Frank said there is ample room for compromise but working together with the Stonybrook Commission 

and the Stonybrook Condo Association and there has been good intent to do that.  This will come back before 

the Council for approval at some point in time and at that time the Council will listen to everybody. 

Seeing no one, the Mayor closed the meeting to the public. 

  

ORDINANCES:  

17-08 (Adoption)  

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, in the County of 

Bergen, New Jersey, as follows: 

Section 1.  The Borough of Hillsdale, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey (the "Borough") is 

hereby authorized to undertake the following public improvements and acquisitions in, by and for the Borough, 

including all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and suitable therefor: 

 (A) Administration 

(i) Acquisition of computer equipment and (ii) undertaking of the following improvements: (a) 

roof replacement at the Department of Public Works ("DPW") Building, (b) 2017 Road, Curb, Sidewalk, 

Culvert and Drainage Improvement Program at various locations, (c) various improvements to Beachwood 

Park, (d) various exterior, interior and ADA-accessibility rest room improvements to the Hillsdale Train Station 

and (e) sanitary sewer system infiltration and inflow studies for future system improvements. 

Estimated Cost: $1,212,300 

(B) Police Department 

(i) Undertaking of various renovations and improvements to Police Headquarters and (ii) 

acquisition of the following: (a) computer-aided dispatch workstations, (b) in-vehicle computers and (c) traffic 

signs and devices. 

Estimated Cost: $53,000 

(C) DPW 

Acquisition of the following:  (i) a tire mounting machine, (ii) a plasma cutter, (iii) a stick welder 

and (iv) a utility machine for snow removal. 

Estimated Cost: $53,000 
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(D) Public Library 

Undertaking of the following improvements: (i) boiler replacement and (ii) carpet installation. 

  Estimated Cost: $43,000 

Section 2.  The sum of $1,361,300 is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost of the 

improvements and acquisitions authorized and described in Section 1 hereof (hereinafter referred to as the 

"improvements").  Said appropriation shall be raised from the Borough's Capital Improvement Fund and from 

various grants, as hereinafter provided.  The sum of $1,179,000 is hereby appropriated from the Borough's 

Capital Improvement Fund to the payment of the cost of the improvements.  The aggregate amount of $182,300 

in grants is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost of improvements, as follows:  (A) $32,500 from the 

County of Bergen Open Space, Recreation, Floodplain Protection, Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust 

Fund (the "County Trust Fund") for the improvements to Beachwood Park, (B) $100,000 from the County  

Trust Fund for the various interior and exterior improvements to the Hillsdale Train Station and (C) $49,800 

from the Bergen County Community Development program, pursuant to the Federal Housing and Community 

Development Act, for the ADA improvements to the Hillsdale Train Station. 

 Section 3.  Said improvements are lawful capital improvements of the Borough having a period 

of usefulness of at least five (5) years.  Said improvements shall be made as general improvements, no part of 

the cost of which shall be assessed against property specially benefited. 

Section 4.  The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this capital 

ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promul-gated by the Local Finance 

Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the Director, 

Division of Local Government Services, is on file with the Borough Clerk and is available for public inspection. 

Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect at the time and in the manner provided by law. 

Capital Ordinance of The Borough Of Hillsdale, In The County Of Bergen, New Jersey 

Authorizing Various Public Improvements and Acquisitions In, By And For The Borough, Appropriating 

Therefor The Sum Of $1,361,300 And Providing That Such Sum So Appropriated Shall Be Raised From The 

Borough’s Capital Improvement Fund And From Various Grants. 

 

Motion to open public hearing on Ordinance 17-08 by Councilmember DeRosa, Second by Councilmember 

Karcich, and unanimously carried. 

 

I will now open the meeting to the public.  If anyone desires to be heard regarding Ordinance No. 17-08, please 

raise your hand to be recognized, come forward to the microphone and state your name and address for the 

record. 

 

Seeing no one, I entertain a motion that the public hearing on Ordinance No. 17-08 be closed and that it be 

resolved that this ordinance was posted on the bulletin board on which public notices are customarily posted 

and published in the Ridgewood News.  Copies of said ordinance were made available to the general public. 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that this ordinance be adopted and the Acting Clerk is authorized to advertise the 

same according to law.     

Motion to close public hearing on Ordinance 17-08 by Councilmember DeRosa, Second by Council President 

Ruocco, and unanimously carried.  

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance No.  17-08 by Council President Ruocco, Second by Councilmember DeRosa. 
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Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members DeRosa, Karcich, Lundy, Pizzella, Segalas, Council President Ruocco 

Nays:  None 

 

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): R17122 through R17129: 
 

R17122 Resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Sign Letter of Intent for the 2017 Bergen County Trust  

  Fund – Municipal Park Improvements Under The Bergen County Open Space, Recreation,  

  Floodplain Protection, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund –Veteran’s Park 
 

WHEREAS, Bergen County has announced the availability of funds under the Trust Fund Municipal 

Program for Park Improvements; and 

WHEREAS, The Bergen County Trust Fund Municipal Park Improvement Program will award 

matching grants to Bergen County municipal governments for proposed Municipal park improvements; and 

WHEREAS, a Declaration of Interest is required to be submitted no later than Friday, May 5, 2017; and 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Hillsdale Council desires to authorize and confirm its application for said 

grant and to assure its participation in this program. 

NOW, THEREFOR BE IT RESOLVED, the Borough of Hillsdale Council hereby authorizes and 

confirms the application for the 2017 Bergen County Trust Fund Program for Park Improvements, and all 

appropriate Borough professionals are hereby authorized and directed to take any and all steps necessary to 

assist in the application.  

 

 

R17123 Performance Bond Release Major Subdivision and Site Plan with Variances Application PZ-10- 

  13 Block 1007 Lots 13-16, Inserra Supermarkets 
 

WHEREAS, a Developers Agreement was entered into between Inserra Supermarkets, 20 Ridge Road, Mahwah, New 

Jersey 07430 and the Borough of Hillsdale; and 

WHEREAS, Inserra Supermarkets has provided a two-year Maintenance Guarantee for the above noted project and: 

WHEREAS, Inserra Supermarkets has now requested the refund of the Performance Guarantee for this subdivision and 

site plan with variances; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board Engineer recommends release of the Performance Guarantee; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale hereby authorize a refund 

of the escrow portion of the Performance Bond for Block 1007, Lot 13-16, $74,747.60, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby instructed to refund $74,747.60 to Inserra 

Supermarkets. 

 

R17124 Resolution Authorizing Refund of Tax Payment – Block 1101 Lot 5 - 450 Hillsdale Avenue 

 
 WHEREAS, TD Bank Successor by Merger to Commerce Bank, 450 Hillsdale Avenue, Block 1101, Lot 5, received a 

State Tax Court Judgement for the year 2012 which lowered their assessment from $1,500,000.00 to $1,350,000.00 for 

said year; and 

 WHEREAS, the result of this adjustment is an overpayment of 2012 taxes in the amount of $3,240.00; and 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that they Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale authorize the Tax 

Collector to refund TD Bank Successor by Merger to Commerce Bank, through their attorneys Nashel & Nashel, the 

following taxes: 
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Nashel & Nashel Trust Account 

415 Sixtieth Street 

West New York, NJ 07093 

 

Property 

450 Hillsdale Avenue 

Block 1101, Lot 5 

$3,240.00 

R17125 Resolution Authorizing Refund of Tax Payment – Block 101 Lot 5.07 - 7 Arigot Court 

 

 WHEREAS, Manuel E. Morlote et al, 7 Arigot Ct, Block 101, Lot 5.07, received a State Tax Court 

Judgment for the years 2015 and 2016, which lowered their assessment from $1,023,100.00 to $1,004,000.00 

for 2015 and from $1,023,100.00 to $994,000.00 for 2016 ; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the result of this adjustment is an overpayment of 2015 taxes in the amount of $501.95 and 

an overpayment of 2016 taxes in the amount of $789.77, totaling $1,291.72;   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale authorize 

the Tax Collector to refund Manuel E. Morlote et al, through their attorneys Spiotti & Esposito, P.C., the 

following taxes: 

Spiotto & Esposito, PC Attorney Trust Account 

271 US Hywy 46, Ste F105-106 
Fairfield, NJ 07004-2471 

Property 

7 Arigot Court 

Block 101, Lot 5.07 

$1,291.72 

 

R17126 Resolution Authorizing Refund of Tax Payment – 15 Schill Place 

 

 WHEREAS, Kenneth Pasternak, 15 Schill Place, Block 1910, Lot 29.01, Qualifier C00D4, received a 

State Tax Court Judgment for the year 2012, which lowered their assessment from $564,400.00 to $450,000.00 

; and 

 WHEREAS, the result of this adjustment is an overpayment of 2012 taxes in the amount of $2,471.04;   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale authorize 

the Tax Collector to refund Kenneth Pasternak, through their attorney Bruce J. Stavitsky, the following taxes: 
 

Bruce J. Stavitsky, Esq. for the Benefit of Pasternak, Kenneth 

350 Passaic Avenue 
Fairfield, NJ 07004 

Property 

15 Schill Place 

Block 1910, Lot 29.01, Qualifier C00D4 

$2,471.04 

 

R17127 Resolution Authorizing Refund of Interest Paid – Block 1514 Lot 3 – 239 Kinderkamack Road 

 

 WHEREAS, Eric Kobayashi and Michelle Luce, 239 Kinderkamack Road, Block 1514, Lot 3, paid 

their 4
th

 quarter 2016 taxes online on November 10, 2016, and their payment was rejected by the bank ; and 
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 WHEREAS, no notification was given by the bank nor DataPointe, the online payment vendor, to either 

the taxpayer nor the Tax Collector, and the error was not discovered until the bank account was reconciled for 

the month on December 15, 2016;  and 

 

 WHEREAS, the interest paid by the tax payer should have been charged to the date that the payment 

was rejected, November 17, 2016, but the tax payer paid interest in excess of what is fair in this instance; and 

 

 WHEREAS, per N.J.S.A. 54:4-99, the governing body of a municipality may, subject to the provisions 

of section 54:4-100 of this title, make such abatement, revision, alteration, adjustment and settlement of any 

past due taxes, assessments and other municipal charges, both of principal and of any and all interest and 

penalties thereon, as it shall deem equitable and just and be for the best interests of the municipality; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale authorize 

the Tax Collector to credit Eric Kobayashi and Michelle Luce, $37.98, excess interest charged on 4
th

 quarter, to 

be credited to their tax account.   
 

R17128 Resolution approving the Purchase of One 2017 Ford F450 Dump Truck from the State of New  

  Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c), 

may by resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the State of New 

Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program and other approved Cooperative Purchasing Programs for any State or 

Cooperative Purchasing contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the Division of Purchase and Property 

in the Department of the Treasury and/or by the approve the Cooperative Purchasing Program; and  

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing 

Program; and  

 WHEREAS, the Borough will purchase one (1) 2017 Ford F450 4WD Reg Cab 145” WB 60” CA XL 

Dump Truck for the Department of Public Works through the State Cooperative Purchasing Program in 2017 on 

Contract #88214; and 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Hillsdale approves the Purchase of 

one (1) 2017 Ford F450 4WD Reg Cab 145” WB 60” CA XL Dump Truck from Beyer Ford, Morristown, New 

Jersey, $44,601.50 in accordance with the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program, Contract # 

88214 valid December 12, 2014 through December 11, 2017. 

 

 

R17129 Resolution Authorizing the Signing of an Agreement of Mutual Release with Don Oriolo Jr. and  

  Michael Oriolo 
 

WHEREAS, Michelle Wood, in her position as Building Inspector for the Borough of Hillsdale, caused 

criminal charges to be filed against Don Oriolo, Jr., deed owner of 38 Rawson Court, in the Borough of 

Hillsdale, for violations of NJSA 2C;21-3b, and  

WHEREAS, Don Oriolo, Jr. filed a criminal complaint against Michelle Wood alleging violation of 

NJSA 2C:29-1(a); and, 

WHEREAS, Michael Oriolo, owner of 11 Magnolia Avenue in the Borough of Hillsdale, was issued 

three violations and fines by Michelle Wood; and, 

WHEREAS, Oriolo had issued a Notice of Claim pursuant to the New Jersey Tort Claims against the 

Borough of Hillsdale and various representatives thereof alleging various causes of action; and 

WHEREAS, all parties have resolved the matters at hand, which resolution is stipulated in an Agreement 

and Mutual Release; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is desirous to resolve the matters and enter into this Agreement with 

Michael Oriolo and Don Oriolo, Jr. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, 

State of New Jersey, that Mayor Frank is hereby authorized to sign said Agreement, and all other appropriate 

Borough professionals are hereby authorized and directed to take any and all steps necessary to effectuate the 

purposes of said Agreement. 

 

 

Resolution R17129 to be carried forward. 

 

 

Motion by Councilmember Lundy, Second by Council President Ruocco. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Councilmembers DeRosa, Karcich, Lundy, Pizzella, Segalas, Council President Ruocco 

Nays:  None 

 

OFF-CONSENT:  

 

Motion ______   Second ______ 

Councilmembers DeRosa, Karcich, Lundy, Pizzella, Segalas, Council President Ruocco 

 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTARIES: 

 

Councilmember Lundy thanked the Mayor for coming out to the HSBA opening game and catching the first 

pitch.  She congratulated the PV Girls Varsity Basketball Team. 

 

Councilmember Segalas said kudos to the PV Girls Basketball Team for a job well done.  Police and Fire 

Departments obviously based on their reports is only what you see in numbers but it doesn’t necessarily reflect 

all that they do.  Board of Health has opened his eyes to what they do and there are a lot of services available 

where the costs of medical coverage seem to skyrocket.  There are a lot of assets available free of charge to 

those who may need them.  He worked with Mr. Merlino in the last several weeks and he has a wealth of 

information and should be commended for his efforts.  He has learned a lot more as to what the food pantry 

does and they do great work.  They help families and he thanked them. 

 

Council President Ruocco thanked the residents who came out last Thursday for the hearing before the New 

Jersey Department of Environmental Protection.  Those who spoke against the renewal of the permit as well as 

those who were in favor of renewing the permit, but later that night he discovered that a flyer was circulating 

amongst some residents called Spin on the Facts and contained several insinuations, innuendoes and 

misrepresentations aimed either at the Mayor or myself or full Council.  It was unsigned, but most of the 

comments in the flyer matched point for point what was said by the speakers at the hearing who favored 

renewing the permit.  He wanted to comment on personal knowledge to ensure that residents are not misleaded 

in this effort.  First, the author of the flyer gets very agitated over what he or she believes is an inconsistency in 

Council statements over the tipping fee discount the Borough received from Waste Management when it was 

operating the transfer station.  The town no longer receives the discount because the Host Community 

Agreement has expired but the author doesn’t seem to understand that the monetary value of the expired Host 

Community Agreement can and was legitimately expressed in several ways depending on the tonnage assumed 

and the time period chosen.  There was a maximum value and average historical value as well as a value that 

actually was realized in 2014 and they are all different which is why you have to exert care when you talk about 

it and when you criticize others who previously referred to it such as Councilmembers.  The author is either 

ignorant of this distinction or just doesn’t care because the truth is not necessarily what he or she is seeking.  

Second the author takes great exception to the fact that I revised my rough estimate at what the average home 

owner might save in taxes if the industrial zone were redeveloped; the author said I reduced it after I was 

challenged.  Challenged by whom?  An honest and accurate explanation of what happened was published in the 

Press almost a week before the hearing with the DEP; the only challenge was from me in reviewing my own 

personal spread sheet and formulas in preparing for the meeting with the DEP.  Good leaders, people with 

integrity do challenge themselves constantly and when they find a better or more accurate way of doing 

something, they move quickly and make the change.  Once again, the author of the flyer seems not to 

comprehend this but would rather make up tales to support his or her own narrative.  Lastly, the author 

questions how I could possibly come up with any estimate of potential tax savings for residents under the 

assumption of redevelopment unless I knew what is going to be built.  Thus he concludes you must be hiding 

something, there must be a redevelopment plan, release it.  This Council, especially the Mayor and Councilman 

Pizzella, have been very clear on this point of a formal redevelopment plan has not been prepared, much work 

needs to be done and Councilman Pizzella publicly emphasized this very point to a resident last month in this 

very chamber.  Neither I nor anyone else here has a firm idea of what is going to be built in the industrial zone 



 

12 
 Regular Meeting  

May 2, 2017 

if anything at all.  There are several hurdles that need to be achieved first, but as chair of the Finance Committee 

I wanted to get a very rough idea of what type of taxpayer savings might be achieved.  After talking to the Tax 

Assessor about different ways I might go about  this, I developed my own spread sheet, made some rough 

building assumptions and then used the data on comparable properties in the area to do this analysis.  This type 

of what if analysis goes on in business all of the time and it is the type of analysis I said I wanted the Council to 

do when I ran for office.  Once again, this seems beyond the comprehension of the person who wrote the flyer.  

In short this flyer only serves to confuse our residents at best and at worst to deceive them.  Whoever the author 

is, that person should be embarrassed and it is no wonder it is not signed.                          

 

Mayor Frank said he spoke with one of the reporters who asked the question about the redevelopment study and 

why it has been almost a year and we don’t have one and I have answered several times that the study will be 

done when it is ready and submitted to the Planning Board.  There is no rush, we want to do it right. I explained 

that we have three things going on in that same area all would affect how quickly and how accurately we can 

get a plan.  One is our wish to redevelop the other is the Waste Management permit renewal and the third is the 

affordable housing quota that has been put on our town.   Each one of those three is intermingled in terms of 

that area that used to be our industrial zone and there is no industrial zone.  For us to rush and have a study done 

that is incomplete and would be very foolish and irresponsible by this Council.  You will see it when it is ready 

and we will see it when it is ready and not before that.    

 

Council President Pizzella said he was able to obtain a slide from the New Jersey League of Municipalities in 

their 2014 annual conference and called Neutrals for Redevelopment and Rehabilitation and one slide gives a 

good pictorial of what the whole process is.  He asked if we could put it on the website; maybe pictures are 

more effective.   

 

Councilmember Karcich thanked the high school for giving us a venue to have that form and all the residents 

who came, the Councilmembers who attended.  We made a great effort and learned some things in our efforts to 

fight this renewal permit.  He thanked the girls Basketball Team, Coach Jeff Jasper had a great impact on his 

life and is grateful, he is a true jewel of the Valley both as a Teacher and as a Coach.        

 

Councilmember Pizzella congratulated the girls basketball team and thanked the Environmental Commission 

and everyone who helped out during the cleanup.  He thanked the residents who came out against the renewal of 

the Waste Management permit.  He said we still need more help, need more letters; we had the Demarest Farm 

issue which saw residents come out.  We had Magnolia, Tandy & Allen area; we now have Waste Management; 

he reminded residents that we all live in the same town.  Just because it doesn’t directly impact your specific 

area doesn’t mean you can’t come out and support the other people who live in and around the issue that is 

happening at that time.  If we all band together, our argument becomes much stronger and we are united as a 

community.  I did say 45 to 60 days to complete a redevelopment study, however, since that study was 

authorized there have been many items that have hit Hillsdale; fair share housing, potential issues with Waste 

Management, approval of an apartment building in the area, updated PSE&G building; all of those things 

impact an analysis of the highest and best use or a redevelopment area.  All of these things have slowed down 

the completion of the report; we are learning as we go along as well; we don’t want to make the same mistakes 

as other towns around us are making.  All the towns around us are undergoing redevelopment reports and what 

they put in their town is in close proximity to we can potentially put in ours so that will impact what we put 

here.  There is no redevelopment plan, there is a process which you have to go by which is statutory.  He would 

like to create a redevelopment page for the redevelopment committee and he would like to work on that.  We 

could put some information that would make our residents more knowledgeable about what is going and an 

informed resident is an armed resident.  You would be able to combat some of the things being said in public 

that aren’t true.  When people accuse me of being unethical, I take umbrage to that.   We don’t always agree up 

here and I think it’s good, but I assure you that everyone here is doing the best they can do and truly doing what 

is in the best interest of the town.   

 

Councilman DeRosa attended the 25th anniversary of Helping Hands Food Pantry, special thanks to the  

Kohan’s and all volunteer members for their time. You may be surprised at how many residents and 

neighboring towns take advantage of the food pantry.  Please make a donation regularly.  We have seen what it 

is like without the transfer station and afforded us to take a look why it was here in the first place in a residential 

neighborhood. When things have been around so long we tend to accept that it is a fact of life.  We want to open 

that area to a host of uses and revenue. No one is interested in that area with a garbage dump.  Bergen County 

Parks Commission is having their next public meeting on May 9 in Hackensack, 2 Bergen County Plaza, next to 

the courthouse.  They are now discussing conceptual ideas like the balance of nature versus recreation in the 

parks systems and this is an opportunity to voice your opinion.  There is also another meeting in Wyckoff on 

the10th and the 11
th

 in Lyndhurst.  Thanks to the Fire Department and Ambulance for bringing out the tower 

ladder for the HSBA opening ceremonies. 
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Mayor Frank said the boy scouts made a difference with the Boy Scout troops that came out to help clean up.  It 

is upsetting after the clean up the people who trashed around the gazebo and parts of Veterans Park, we do need 

a solution for weekends, especially when the weather is nice, people are eating their lunch outdoors and coming 

out and the barrels are full.  Perhaps our local merchants may have to take responsibility for that on the 

weekends and asked Administrator DeJoseph to look into this.  We cannot allow Veterans Park to look like that 

on the weekends.  Last Wednesday, Mayor of Woodcliff Lake and I attended a meeting of the noise abatement 

project at Teterboro Airport put together by the Port Authority that New York, New Jersey which operates the 

airport.  FAA people were present because they Mann the tower and we were there because there are a lot more 

flights coming over Hillsdale and definitely coming over Woodcliff Lake,  Oradell and Washington Township. 

It was well attended and representatives of the towns, mostly in southern Bergen County.  He believes the FAA 

is hiding behind this group because they will not address the noise issues; they are farming it out to a volunteer 

group.  The Port Authority has no control over the flight paths which are done by the FAA and the FAA took 10 

years of complaints from a number of municipalities to come up with a test plan to route the flights.  Finally 

they put in a six month trial program where the planes would go down route 17.  They forgot to update all the 

maps, they didn’t inform most of the pilots and didn’t do any of the documentation so almost no one flew this 

new route on Route 17 so after six months they declared it inconclusive.  The group and group in Hackensack 

said you could see the pilots eyes as they come in and coming in 15 to 100 ft. of the hospital.  Getting them to 

act will take quite a bit; this is a federal issue and where was Senator Booker and Senator Menendez and our 

federal representatives and it is very frustrating.  We will keep going after this and information on the website 

and you can register complaints.   

 

He liked the fact that Councilmembers made presentations at the Waste Management meeting and professionals 

came in on the environmental aspect, on the hosting.  It went very well, he did not know the end result but we 

raised some very valid questions about the timing of their permit application which was late and why it was 

allowed to be processed.  The fact that their application for renewal has 20 year old studies on traffic, noise and 

environment and the DEP processed that permit with information that old.  We raised a lot of questions and he 

thought members of the DEP were responsive, they will answer our questions.  This is a permit that is inactive 

and they have a lot of active projects they are working on, but they will get to us.  Thanks to the members of the 

Council, they were prepared and we did a professional job.  The video is on the website.   

 

Councilman Segalas and I are working on the ordinance review, it seems we are getting more issues on 

ordinances, code, relating to the Planning Board and there are things that defy common sense and we will try to 

get it done in the next few months.   

 

He was impressed that the food pantry serves 400 families per month.  Our road program this year between the 

grant and what was in the capital ordinance we passed tonight, will be about $700,000 and that is about the 

biggest road program we have had in a long time.  There are a lot of potholes out there, the roads aren’t good, 

but we should have a robust road program this year.  He has a letter from the Hackensack River Keeper, they 

have their 9
th

 annual Mayors Cup Challenge, Kayak Race on the Oradell Reservoir.  He asked Councilmember 

DeRosa to do this at 12:00 PM, Saturday, June 3.  He passed it around, he plans to go but will not participate.   

 

We are a representative democracy and we listen to people, but we don’t put everything out.  Residents come to 

the meeting and think they should have a say in everything this Council does.  That is not the way it works.  The 

choice is who they put up here and whether they trust our judgment and we have a group here that does not 

always agree, but generally when done we come up with pretty common sense and logical things.  That is what 

you have to expect, I don’t always get my way nor does anybody up here, certainly residents have to realize 

they are not going to get their way all the time too.  We are going to do the best job possible.  The Memorial 

Day Theme this year is aimed at WWI, American Heroes of 1917 and 1918.  We get fabulous posters and 

essays from the schools.  We lost 53,000 men in less than a year in fighting in France and Belgium in 1918 

primarily; it took 10 years to lose that many in Viet Nam.  It is important to remember.        

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION:     
R17130 To provide for a meeting not open to the public in accordance with the provisions of the New 

  Jersey Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 – Affordable Housing, Demarest Farms 

 WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale is subject to certain requirements of the 

Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq; and 

 WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 provides that an Executive Session not 

open to the public may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution; and 
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 WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale to discuss in a session 

not open to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b) and 

designated below: 

     (1) Matters required by law to be confidential.  

__ (2) Matters where the release of information would impair the right to receive funds. 

__ (3) Matters involving individual privacy. 

__ (4) Matters relating to collective bargaining 

__ (5) Matters relating to the purchase, lease or acquisition of real property or the investment of public 

           funds. 

__ (6) Matters relating to public safety and property. 

X  (7) Matters relating to litigation, negotiations and the attorney-client privilege – AFFORDABLE 

          HOUSING, DEMAREST FARMS 

__ (8) Matters relating to the employment relationship 

__ (9) Matters relating to the potential imposition of a penalty. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale assembled in public 

session this date that an Executive Session closed to the public be and the same is hereby authorized for 

discussion of matters relating to the specified items designated above.  It is anticipated that the deliberations 

conducted in closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the Borough Council that 

the public interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality. 

Motion by Councilmember DeRosa, Second by Council President Ruocco, and unanimously carried. 

 

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING: 
 

Motion to reconvene by Councilmember Lundy, Second by Councilmember DeRosa, and unanimously carried.  

 

Motion to adjourn was made by Councilmember Council President Ruocco, seconded by Councilmember 

DeRosa, and unanimously carried.   

 

 

Denise Kohan, Acting Municipal Clerk  

 

             _____________________________ 

                 

            APPROVED AS PRESENTED 

 

            _______________________________ 

                          Denise Kohan, Acting Municipal Clerk 


