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                     Regular Meeting 
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Minutes of a Council Meeting of the Borough of Hillsdale held at 7:30 PM on Tuesday, September 11, 2018, in 

the Council Chamber, Borough of Hillsdale, New Jersey. 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Ruocco who also led the Salute to the Flag.  Mayor Ruocco asked 

the public to remain standing for a few moments of silence in respect to what occurred on September 11, 2001.    

Right now the American Legion is holding a Memorial Service in Veterans Park which the Council usually 

attends, but tonight because of the scheduling we are unable to do that.  He thought it appropriate to have that 

one moment of silence. 

 

 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT:   

This is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 11th day of September, 2018.  Notice of the time and 

place of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Record; a copy was posted on the 

bulletin board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested parties. 

Please notify the Municipal Clerk for any disability requirements necessary for attendance at Mayor and Council 

meetings.  The fire exits are located through the double doors to your left.  Please silence all cell phones. 

ROLL CALL: 

Council Members DeRosa, Horvath, Karcich, Segalas, Council President Pizzella (Attorney Madaio, CMFO 

DeJoseph, Borough Clerk Kohan).  Absent:  Council Member Lundy. 

 

 

PROMOTIONS/PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS  

 

 

OATH OF OFFICE/APPOINTMENTS:   

 

 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT (Time limited, new topics only, one topic per speaker): 

 

Mayor Ruocco invited the audience to address the Council at this point. 

 

Richard Margolis, 30 Ellen Court – 

His issue is Demarest Farms and parking on the street.  He lives approximately 7/10 of a mile from the farm and 

he can’t park on the street.  He is planning a party for his Mom’s 86th   birthday on Saturday, September 29 and 

checked with the police if they could park on the street.  The Borough should enable the people who live in the 

town to park on the street in front of their own house.  His plans are not finalized, we just can’t do it.  His wife 

called the police and we can’t park on the street.   

 

Councilmember Segalas said the Chief has been taking a very active approach in scheduling things especially 

family events.  Before we assume there is an issue we may be able to assist you. 

 

Mr. Margolis said to take it a step further we are caught between a rock and a hard place.  A few weeks ago 

there was a big oak tree at the corner of our driveway and there is a lot of dead wood in it.  Huge branches have 

been falling from that tree and we have called the DPW.  Is this a town tree that will be taken care of or do we 

need to call our own tree company to prune the dead wood from the tree?  They came out and said it was a 

Borough tree and they would take care of it.  Huge limbs are falling from that and we don’t park in the 

driveway, it is dangerous.  Again, we can’t park on the street and we park in the driveway with the fear that our 

car will be damaged.  On July 20th, the DPW was contacted, we are on the schedule, it will be done, but in the 

meantime we have a problem.   

 

Councilmember DeRosa said you need to go online and we have outside contractors to come and cut the trees.  

He asked if the DPW was informed that this was a dangerous situation. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said they will move you up on the list; if there is imminent danger you will come to the top of 

the list.   

 

DPW Superintendent said the town has a long list of trees and the priority is given to the hazard and we are in 

the process of preparing a priority management plan and we determine what needs to be done as a priority.  We 

do apologize but there is a long list. 
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Council President Pizzella asked what happens if you have an emergency and requires immediate attention.  Is 

there any way a resident can call the DPW and let them know this is an emergent situation.  We have a forest 

management plan and there are other things that go into trees being cut.  Can a person notify the town that there 

is a more emergent situation; it sounds like Mr. Margolis tree is an emergency.   

 

Councilmember DeRosa said the DPW has evaluated the situation and what is the level of emergency on this. 

 

Mayor Ruocco answered Council President Pizzella where he has seen this happen where a resident was able to 

call the DPW to look at the tree, it happened on Knickerbocker and either the DPW or contractor addressed the 

issue.   

 

Borough Attorney Madaio said under Title 59 that we should have someone there immediately for 

reassessment.  We are now on notice.  Perhaps those two factors, his mother’s birthday party and parking in the 

driveway are factors that the Administrator should get someone there in a couple of days and make sure we 

have a very clear understanding of the priority here.  The tree may not be dead but it is a large tree and we 

should get someone out there right away.  Also be sure Mr. Margolis is in contact with the Police Chief so that 

he can have a nice party for his Mom.                   

 

 

PRESENTATIONS: 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

 

Motion ______   Second ______ 

Council Members DeRosa, Horvath, Karcich, Lundy, Council President Pizzella, Segalas 

 

 

PROFESSIONALS REPORT/MONTHLY DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 

 (The following correspondence on file in Borough Clerks Office) 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Councilman - Anthony DeRosa 

Councilman – Zoltan Horvath 

Councilman - Scott Karcich 

Councilwoman - Abby Lundy 

Councilman – Steven Segalas 

Council President – Frank Pizzella 

 

Councilman DeRosa said the Rec Commission met last Thursday and put final touches on the Fall Festival.  

Borough professionals, DPW and traffic officers will work out some details and everything looks good so far.  

There also were discussions on submissions made by the Hillsdale Football Association and Hillsdale Soccer 

Association with regard to field improvements and will be an ongoing topic for the next couple of weeks.   

 

Councilman Horvath did not have much to report since our last meeting.  The senior citizens and 50+ clubs are 

having their first meeting this coming Thursday at 11:30 AM.  They are always looking for new members.  

There is an event going on at Van Saun Park for seniors specifically and they will have all kinds of rides, food, 

and activities; it was postponed until next Tuesday. 

 

Councilman Karcich said he is thankful that all of the Emergency Services work so well together.  We had an 

incident on Sunday where a car veered off Kinderkamack Road into someone’s house and the response time 

was awesome.  He heard this massive crash and within 30 seconds people were there; Fire Department, 

Ambulance Corps and the Police Department all worked together to get the person out of the car who had a 

medical issue.  There was no one in the house and it was great to see how our first responders act as a team and 

work to save lives and property.    

 

Councilman Segalas said the Fire Committee met a few weeks ago and he will brief the Council on that meeting 

in Closed.  On Sunday there was a vehicle in distress and there was a police officer at the scene and the vehicle 

ignited.  He said the police officer’s report acknowledged how well the services work together and how well the 

dispatcher coordinated the services; kudos to the Ambulance Corps, Fire Department and Police Department.     

 

Council President Pizzella said DMR of Economic Development continues with the investigation in the area; 

they haven’t begun on the west lot.  With regard to the train station we have now directed the architect to reach 
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out to N.J. Transit to see what their position is relative to the train station and their contributing to the train 

station being renovated and revitalizing it.  He has been on vacation for the past three weeks and missed the 

Planning Board and Environmental Committee meetings and did not have anything to report right now except 

that he will get the most revised version of the plastic bag proposal ordinance that the towns are encouraged to 

pass in the county and state which the Governor and State Legislature are trying to pass.  Access to All met last 

night and we have pretty much firmed up our purpose statement, logo and some other things.  We wanted the 

Fall Festival to be the unveiling of this committee, however, due to vacations this summer it has stalled. We are 

going to try for Halloween and Tree Lighting; we will have some presence at the Fall Festival.  There was a 

question from a member about the van and we want to know if the van is exclusively for seniors and also for 

disabled residents to get a ride to where they need to go.  He wanted confirmation from someone here. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said it should not be restricted just for seniors; it should be for all residents who have a specific 

issue.  Right now the van is set to do certain things on certain days and may not be accessible on some days of 

the week.  To answer your question, it is not just restricted.   

 

Council President Pizzella said we are putting in our pamphlets certain services the town has; we also thought it 

would be great to put the logo since Access to All does not only include seniors but is for all people. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said he was talking to the DPW Superintendent and we are not going to put on any logo except 

the Borough of Hillsdale and in this way it gives us flexibility.   

 

Council President will follow up with the days so that we do not put something inappropriate in our pamphlet. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said we have it really good in Hillsdale with regard to transportation; in Westwood you needed 

to reserve days in advance and here it is in rather short notice.  The Borough Clerk gets involved in the 

scheduling and with the driver who is flexible.             

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

 

Motion to approve, receipt and file:  Motion ______   Second ______ 

Council Members Council President Pizzella, Segalas, DeRosa, Horvath, Karcich, Lundy 

 

DISCUSSION:  

 

Motion to approve, receipt and file:  Motion ______   Second ______ 

Council Members Karcich, Lundy, Council President Pizzella, Segalas, DeRosa, Horvath, 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Mayor Ruocco invited anyone in attendance to come to the dais to address the Council. 

Elizabeth Ward, 47 E. Liberty Avenue- 

She is here to give a briefing on the Hillsdale Summer Concerts which took place between July 11 and August 

22.  We had eight concerts and a variety of performers with folk and a mix of country, rock, Elton John, Billie 

Joel, jazz and swing group, a local band made up of college students; this was a free concert and they donate 

their time and talent.   We had the popular family and fun night and an entertainer for children followed by the 

North Jersey Concert Band and a couple of pop and rock bands.  Before each concert there were free Yoga 

classes who donated the time.  The concerts were brought to you by 50 or so sponsors including the Hillsdale 

Emergency Services, PBA, Fire Department, Ambulance Service Members, Hillsdale Professionals and about 

six of the professionals contributed to the concert, local food establishments and a variety of local partners, 

Businesses here and local towns.  For the first time we tried Parkinson’s awareness, a fund raising event; our 

concerts featured Arlene Bennett; Arlene played a few years ago and has been diagnosed with Parkinson’s.  We 

have two of our sponsors offer matching gifts to add to the total collected.  That number might come close to 

$1000.  She thanked the concert sponsors and goers for their generosity.  We support the Hillsdale Helping 

Hand Food Pantry and the Methodist Church, the alternate food site, and we collect cash donations and non-

perishable food items for the Pantry.  We raised over $400 for the Pantry and collected about 12 bags of 

groceries.  She thanked the Mayor and Council for authorizing these concerts and the many people who 

contribute behind the scenes including Borough Hall employees who take care of the website etc., finances, 

checks; the DPW Superintendent who was always available to us and his crew.  She thanked all of the 
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attendees; the biggest challenge once we got beyond fund raising it was the weather this year, it was the rain.  

This is the run down for 2018; people have started to contact her for 2019, a lot of bands want to come to town. 

Mayor Ruocco thanked Ms. Ward, he spoke for the entire Council; she and her husband have done a great job 

providing entertainment to the Borough over the years by running these concerts, people enjoy them a great deal 

and a great opportunity to come together in the evening.  He thanked her for her ton of hours and she plans for 

this year round and expressed his thanks again.   

Seeing no one, Mayor Ruocco closed the public comment period.   

ORDINANCES: (Introductions/Adoptions) 

 

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): R18217 through R18228: 

 

R18217 Payment of Bills 

 

 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Pmt_of_bills.pdf


 

5 
 Regular Meeting  

September 11, 2018 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

6 
 Regular Meeting  

September 11, 2018 

 



 

7 
 Regular Meeting  

September 11, 2018 

 
 



 

8 
 Regular Meeting  

September 11, 2018 

 



 

9 
 Regular Meeting  

September 11, 2018 

 



 

10 
 Regular Meeting  

September 11, 2018 

 
 



 

11 
 Regular Meeting  

September 11, 2018 

 
 



 

12 
 Regular Meeting  

September 11, 2018 

 
 



 

13 
 Regular Meeting  

September 11, 2018 

 

 



 

14 
 Regular Meeting  

September 11, 2018 

 



 

15 
 Regular Meeting  

September 11, 2018 

 
R18218 Resolution Appointing an Hourly Class III Special Law Enforcement Officer to the Hillsdale 

Police Department for the 2018-2019 School Year  
 

WHEREAS, On July 12, 2017 the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale adopted an Ordinance Amending and 

Supplementing Chapter 63 of the Borough  Code to revise the Table of Organization of the Police Department to add the 

position of Class III Special Law Enforcement Officer; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of appointing Thomas Norton as a Class III Officer for the 2018-2019 school year; 

and 

WHEREAS, Thomas Norton is desirous of accepting the full-time position; and 

WHEREAS, all funding is subject to reimbursement from the Hillsdale Board of Education; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, 

State of New Jersey, that Thomas Norton, is hereby appointed as Class III Officer of the Hillsdale Police 

Department for the term of October 1, 2018 thru June 30, 2019 with a pro-rated salary of $42,287.00. 

 

 

R18219 Resolution Providing for the Insertion of Any Special Item of Revenue in the Budget of any County 

or Municipality Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40a4-87 (Chapter 159), P.L. 1948 – FY 2017 Assistance to 

Firefighters Grant Through FEMA 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services may 

approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or municipality when such item 

shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of 

the budget, and 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for an equal amount, and 

SECTION 1 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/18218(1).pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/18219.pdf
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, in the 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, hereby requests the Director of the Division of Local Government 

Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue in the budget of the year 2018 in the sum not to exceed 

$213,715.00 which is now available as revenue from the FY 2017 Assistance to Firefighters Grant through 

FEMA. 

SPECIAL ITEM OF REVENUE OFF-SET WITH APPROPRIATIONS 

FY 2017 Assistance to Firefighters Grant – Not to exceed $213,715.00 

Pursuant to the provisions of the statute; and 

SECTION 2 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the like sum not to exceed $213,715.00 and the same is hereby appropriated 

under the caption of: 

OPERATIONS EXCLUDED FROM “CAPS” 

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PROGRAMS OFF-SET BY REVENUE 

FY 2017 Assistance to Firefighters Grant - Not to exceed $213,715.00 

 

SECTION 3 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the above is the result of the FY 2017 Assistance to Firefighters Grant through 

FEMA, that were not available at the time of the adoption of the 2018 budget. 

NOW BE IT RESOLVED, that the Certified Municipal Finance Officer (CMFO) will submit an electric copy 

of this resolution to the Director of Local Government Services for approval. 

 

R18220 Resolution Authorizing the Emergency Extension of an Agreement with Gaeta Recycling Co., 

Inc., for the Collection and transport of Garbage, Recycling and Refuse 
   

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale sought public bids for the collection and disposal of Garbage, Recycling 

and Refuse commencing on April 1, 2018; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough received two bids for said services from Gaeta Recycling Services, Co., Inc. 

(“Gaeta”), and Buldo Container Services, Inc. (“Buldo”); and  

WHEREAS, upon review it was determined that Buldo was the lowest responsible bidder and the contract for 

the collection and disposal of municipal Solid Waste was awarded to Buldo; and  

WHEREAS, Gaeta has filed an action in the Superior Court of New Jersey challenging the aforesaid award of 

the contract to Buldo, which matter may take some period of time prior to the Court rendering a determination 

in the matter; and  

WHEREAS, Gaeta held the current contract for the collection and disposal of municipal Solid Waste which 

expired on March 31, 2018; and  

WHEREAS, Gaeta had extended their services to the Borough of Hillsdale at a rate of $42,500.00 per month, 

which includes vegetative services, for the months of June, 2018, July, 2018 and August 2018; and 

WHEREAS, Gaeta also extend their services to the Borough of Hillsdale at the rate of $42,500.00 for the months 

of September, 2018, October, 2018, which includes vegetative services and at the rate of $40,000.00 for 

November 2018; and  

WHEREAS, Gaeta is willing to extended their services to the Borough of Hillsdale at the rate of $40,000.00 for 

December 1, 2018 – December 31, 2018; and 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/18220.pdf
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WHEREAS, Borough of Hillsdale desires to sign an Agreement with Gaeta accepting the proposal, as outline 

above, not to exceed $40,000.00; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough makes the within Resolution on an emergent basis in order to assure the public health, 

safety and welfare; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes Mayor John Ruocco to sign; and  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, Bergen County, 

New Jersey, that Mayor John Ruocco is hereby authorized to sign said Agreement for emergency services with 

Gaeta Recycling Co., Inc.  

 

R18221 Resolution to Approve an Interlocal Agreement with the Borough of Demarest for a Three-Year 

Leaf Removal Program 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale requires a properly authorized site to deposit leaves and related debris; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Demarest has such space available and has agreed to enter into a three-year Inter-

local Agreement with the Borough of Hillsdale to allow the deposit of said materials on that site; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale will pay the Borough of Demarest as follows: 

2018 $55,000.00 flat fee 

2019 $55,000.00 flat fee 

2020 $55,000.00 flat fee 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Mayor Ruocco is authorized to execute a three-year Inter-local 

Agreement with the Borough of Demarest for the Leaf Removal Program.      

 

R18222 Resolution Approving the Purchase of Scott Air-Paks and Various Fire Department Equipment 

from the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c), may by 

resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the State of New Jersey 

Cooperative Purchasing Program and other approved Cooperative Purchasing Programs for any State or 

Cooperative Purchasing contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the Division of Purchase and Property in 

the Department of the Treasury and/or by the approve the Cooperative Purchasing Program; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program; 

and  

WHEREAS, the Borough will purchase Scott Air-Paks and various Fire Department equipment (see attached 

list) for the Hillsdale Fire Department through the State Cooperative Purchasing Program in 2018 on NJ State 

Contract #A80961; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Hillsdale approves the Purchase of the Scott 

Air-Paks and various items as listed for Hillsdale Fire Department from New Jersey Fire Equipment, 119-131 Rt. 

22 East, Green Brook, NJ 08812, for a total not to exceed $224,400.00 in accordance with the State of New Jersey 

Cooperative Purchasing Program, NJ State Contract # A80961 valid April 1, 2012 through October 28, 2018. 

 

R18223 Approval to submit a grant application and execute a grant agreement with the New Jersey 

Department of Transportation for the Reconstruction of St. Nicholas Avenue from 

Kinderkamack Road to Broadway Project 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/18221.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/18222.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/18223_Grant_St_Nicholas_to_KK.pdf
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale desires to receive $241,375.00 in funds from the New Jersey Department 

of Transportation Highway Trust Fund for the purpose of resurfacing, making safety improvements and traffic 

calming measures along St. Nicolas Avenue; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has developed a plan of action and cost estimate to improve St. Nicolas 

Avenue and key intersections through the addition of pavement markings and other physical complementary 

safety improvements; and  

WHEREAS, the project will also improve safety to the local schools and commuter lines, thus leveraging the 

requested funds; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, formally approves 

the grant application for the above stated project.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant 

application MA-2019-Hillsdale Borough-00191 to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of 

the Borough of Hillsdale. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement 

on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions 

of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement.  

 

R18224 Approval to submit a grant application and execute a grant agreement with the New Jersey 

Department of Transportation for the Reconstruction of Craig Road and Melville Road to 

Wierimus Road 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale desires to receive $256,130.00 in funds from the New Jersey Department 

of Transportation Highway Trust Fund for the purpose of resurfacing, making safety improvements and traffic 

calming measures along Craig Road and Melville Road; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has developed a plan of action and cost estimate to improve St. Nicolas 

Avenue and key intersections through the addition of pavement markings and other physical complementary 

safety improvements; and  

WHEREAS, the project will also improve safety to the local schools and commuter lines, thus leveraging the 

requested funds; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, formally approves 

the grant application for the above stated project.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant 

application MA-2019-Hillsdale Borough-00192 to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of 

the Borough of Hillsdale. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement 

on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions 

of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement.  

 

R18225 Resolution Authorizing Refund of Tax Overpayment - 32 Oak Street 

WHEREAS, a duplicate tax payment has resulted in overpayment of taxes for 3rd Quarter 2018 on the property 

below,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale authorize 

the Tax Collector to refund the following taxes:   

Block 718 Lot 8 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/18224.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/18225.pdf


 

19 
 Regular Meeting  

September 11, 2018 

32 Oak Street             $2,506.78 

Refund to:  

David Harges & Christine DeSavino 

c/o Two Rivers Title Company, LLC 

3895 Route 516, Suite 2B 

Old Bridge, NJ 08857 

        

R18226 Resolution Authorizing Refund of Tax Payment - 137 Broadway 

 

WHEREAS, Hee Kul & Ryou Eun, 31 Bracken Hill Rd., Hamburg, NJ 07419, own the property located at 137 

Broadway in Hillsdale, Block 1102, Lot 4, and received a County Board Judgment which lowered their 

assessment from $147,000. to $5,000. for 2018; and 

 

WHEREAS, the result of this adjustment is an overpayment of 2018 taxes in the amount of $874.40;   

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale authorize 

the Tax Collector to refund Hee Kul & Ryou Eun the following taxes: 

 
Eun, Hee Kul & Ryou 

31 Bracken Hill Rd. 

Hamburg, NJ 07419 

 

Property – 137 Broadway 

Block 1102, Lot 4 

$874.40 
 

R18227 Resolution Authorizing the Construction, Labor and Materials to Replace the Sewer Line at the 

Hillsdale Fire House Through the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program N.J.S.A. 

40A:11-12 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c), may by 

resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the State of New Jersey 

Cooperative Purchasing Program and other approved Cooperative Purchasing Programs for any State or 

Cooperative Purchasing contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the Division of Purchase and Property in 

the Department of the Treasury and/or by the approve the Cooperative Purchasing Program; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the Educational Services Commission of New Jersey, New 

Jersey State approved Cooperative Pricing System #65MCESCCPS Purchasing Program; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to replace the sewer line at the Hillsdale Fire House through the Educational 

Services Commission of New Jersey, New Jersey State approved Cooperative Pricing System #65MCESCCPS 

Purchasing Program valid 6/26/17-7/28/19; and  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and the Borough Clerk and Borough Administrator 

are hereby authorized to execute an agreement for the replacement of the sewer line at the Hillsdale Fire House 

with Murray Paving & Concrete 17 Park Place, Paramus, New Jersey 07652, in an amount not to exceed 

$23,137.72 in accordance with the Educational Services Commission of New Jersey, New Jersey State approved 

Cooperative Pricing System #65MCESCCPS. 

 

R18228 Resolution Authorizing of the Borough of Hillsdale Mayor and Council Authorizing the Sale of 

Surplus Personal Property No Longer Needed for Public Use through the New Jersey Purchasing 

Allowance #CK04 Contract Number RFP-17-011; Awarding a Contract to MSN Services LLC, 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/18226.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/18227.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/18228.pdf
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D.B.A. (A.J. Willner Auctions) to Conduct the Auction, and Authorizing a Shared Services 

Agreement with the County of Bergen to Host the Auction and Collect the Funds from the Auction. 
        

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has determined that the previously used senior van; a 2003 ELD Bus Vin# 

1FDXE45S82HB75744 is no longer needed for public use; and 

WHEREAS, the N.J.S.A. 40A:11-36 authorizes the sale of surplus personal property no longer needed for public 

use through the use of sealed bid or public auction; and 

WHEREAS, the New Jersey Purchasing Alliance #CK04-Bergen has established contract number #RFP-17-011 

with MSN Services LLC, d.b.a (A.J. Willner Auctions) as awarded by the Bergen County Board of Chosen 

Freeholders Resolution 915-17 dated October 3rd 2017; and 

WHEREAS, the terms of the contract are that MSN Services LLC shall receive the sum of 9.45% of the auction 

sale price as commission for its auctioneer and marketing services; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale intends to utilize MSN Services LLC of 39 Robinson Rd, Lodi NJ 07644 

to conduct the aforesaid auction; and 

WHEREAS, the sales are being conducted in a jointly held auction with the County of Bergen’s and other local 

units’ surplus property to draw more participants to the auction, and the County of Bergen shall aid in the 

administration of the auction, including collecting and disbursement of the funds received from the bidders; and 

WHEREAS, County Counsel has prepared a shared services agreement to govern the terms by which the County 

will aid in the hosting and administration of the auction, a copy of which is annexed hereto, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Hillsdale in the County of Bergen. State 

of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. The recitals set forth above are incorporated into the body of this resolutions as if set forth at length 

herein. 

 

2. The Borough is hereby authorized to sell the surplus personal property indicated above at public 

auction or as otherwise permits by N.J.S.A. 40A:11-36. 

 

3. The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale hereby authorizes the award of a contract to MSN 

Services LLC, d.b.a (A.J. Willner Auctions) pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11 to serve as auctioneer to 

sell the surplus personal property indicated above, in accordance with terms and conditions of the 

contract #RFP-17-011 awarded by the Bergen County Board of Chosen Freeholders Resolution 915-

17 dated October 3rd 2017 on behalf of the New Jersey Purchasing Alliance #CK04-Bergen. 

 

4. The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale hereby authorizes the shared services agreement 

with the County annexed hereto. 

 

5. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute the aforementioned contract and shared services agreement 

and any other documents necessary to effectuate the purpose and intent of this resolution. 

 

6. Certified copies of the within Resolution be forwarded by the Borough of Hillsdale Clerk to:  

 

a. MSN Services LLC; and  

b. County of Bergen, c/o Purchasing Agent, One Bergen County Plaza, Hackensack, NJ 07601. 
  

Councilmember Segalas asked for clarification if funds are available for 2007; maybe last year’s funds are held 

in surplus.   
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Borough Administrator DeJoseph answered no.  For the senior van to be sold at auction, that vehicle was 

acquired from Bergen County Community Development funds, the funds have to be diverted back to Bergen 

County so there is no benefit.      

 

Motion by Councilmember DeRosa, Second by Council President Pizzella. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members Segalas, DeRosa, Horvath, Karcich, Council President Pizzella 

Nays:  None 

Absent:  Council Member Lundy 

 

OFF-CONSENT: 

R18229 Resolution Requesting the Pascack Valley Regional High School District Board of Education to 

Assume Greater Financial Responsibility in Maintaining a School Resource Officer at Pascack 

Valley High School 

 

WHEREAS, it is widely known throughout the law enforcement and educational communities that the 

presence of a full-time School Resource Officer (“SRO”) in schools enhances the well-being and safety of 

students by extending and embedding the community policing efforts into high schools; and 

WHEREAS, the manifestation of violence, substance abuse, mental illness, and teen-age social problems in our 

nation’s schools has increased over the past decade and heightened the importance of having an SRO in Pascack 

Valley High School as a community policing mechanism; and 

WHEREAS, law enforcement officers insure the first priority of all government, namely the public safety of 

our residents, and therefore represent the most significant portion of our municipal budget; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale and its police department have placed a full-time SRO in the Pascack 

Valley High School for the past several years, but have not been able to do so consistently due to staffing 

constraints; and 

WHEREAS, the Hillsdale Mayor & Council and the Hillsdale Police Department believe it is important to 

continue to have an SRO at Pascack Valley High School; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Hillsdale Mayor & Council also wish to place the financing of that decision on a sound and 

equitable basis so that the residents of Hillsdale do not have to bear the entire cost of maintaining an SRO at a 

regional high school, attended in roughly equal numbers by students from both Hillsdale and River Vale; and 

WHEREAS, the budget for the Pascack Valley Regional School District is four times the size of the municipal 

budget of the Borough of Hillsdale; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Education of the regional school district has only agreed to compensate the Borough 

of Hillsdale for having an SRO at the local high school with an annual payment of $40,000, despite efforts by 

the Mayor to demonstrate how that amount is deficient by approximately $62,000 in covering expenses during 

the 10 months of the academic year; and 

WHEREAS, that deficiency is projected to grow steadily and significantly each year given the rising cost of 

delivering law enforcement services to the community; and 

NOW, THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council urgently request that the Pascack Valley 

Regional Board of Education accept its responsibility to fund the SRO position in a manner consistent with 

similar expenses incurred in the normal course of educating and protecting the well-being of its students, AND 

promptly enter into serious negotiations with the Borough of Hillsdale to compensate Hillsdale taxpayers for the 

prorated expense of maintaining an SRO at Pascack Valley H.S.; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk transmit a copy of this Resolution to the President of 

the Pascack Valley Regional District Board of Education and the Pascack Valley Regional District 

Superintendent of Schools, and request a formal acknowledgement and response by both. Copies should also be 

sent to the governing bodies of River Vale, Montvale, and Woodcliff Lake. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/18229_PV_Funds_for_police.pdf
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Motion to adopt______   Second ______ 

Council Members Lundy, Council President Pizzella, Segalas, DeRosa, Horvath, Karcich 

 

R18230   Resolution authorizing the signing of the share services agreement between the Police Department and 

the Board of Education.   

 

WHEREAS, The Hillsdale Board of Education owns and maintains a private fiber optical network that 

interconnects with three schools and board of education office; and  

WHEREAS, The Borough of Hillsdale seeks to work cooperatively with the Hillsdale Board of Education to 

modernize and enhance the public safety radio system; and 

 WHEREAS, The Borough of Hillsdale desires to enter into a Shared Services Agreement with the Hillsdale 

Board of Education pertaining to the use and access to the Hillsdale Board of Education Fiber Optic Network. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes Mayor John Ruocco to sign said Agreement and all other 

appropriate Borough professionals are hereby authorized and directed to take any and all steps necessary to 

effectuate the purposes of said document; and  

 Mayor Ruocco said the Council may have seen an earlier edition of Resolution R18229.  Last month the Police 

Committee voted to support the Chief’s request to go up to the maximum permitted level for police officers of 

19 in order to ensure presence of a school resource officer at the high school.  Process has started for adding 

staff to the Police Department and he believed this full Council is inclined to authorize that by Resolution once 

the Department has made its selection.  The Police Committee had its reasons for approving the Chief’s request; 

my own personal preference would be simply to delay that a bit until we get the financial aspects worked out 

but nevertheless for good reason the Police Committee went ahead.  From a financial perspective it has 

significant impact on the town’s budget since the cost of having a SRO at the high school is being fully 

absorbed right now by Hillsdale taxpayers and Police resources are relatively expensive.  Currently the Board of 

Education contributes about $40,000 annually and the local Board of Education contributes $10,000.  This 

doesn’t cover the prorated cost of having the SRO during the 10 month period of the school year. 

Councilmember Segalas asked if this is a commentary on the Resolution. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said he is just explaining the Resolution.  It is about $112,000 to maintain an SRO at the high 

school.  The Hillsdale taxpayers are on the hook for the shortfall which is basically about $62,000 and that is what 

the Resolution addresses.  The shortfall is only going to grow as the cost of delivering law enforcement services 

grows as well.  To accept the present situation without any further efforts on the part of the Council to modify it 

I don’t believe is neither equitable nor financially responsible for us since as Councilmembers since we represent 

Hillsdale taxpayers.  I met with the Board of Ed and the regional Superintendent earlier this year to ask for greater 

financial support but wasn’t successful in getting that.  Hillsdale Police Department has done the same again to 

no avail; recently Councilmember DeRosa and I discussed the matter with the regional Superintendent but he 

could not give us any encouragement given the Board of Education’s stance.  That is why I am asking this Council 

to give support to the Resolution and I also ask that you join me at the next Board of Education meeting on 

September 24 to reiterate the inequity of the situation.  That is why this Resolution is on the Agenda tonight.   

 

Borough Attorney Madaio said do each Resolution separately. 

 

Mayor Ruocco called for a motion on R18229. 

 

Councilmember Segalas  called to open for debate, Second by Council President Pizzella. 

 

Borough Attorney Madaio said there is a motion and a second to debate or discuss. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said we can have a discussion.   

 

Attorney Madaio said get ideas on the table.                       

 

Mayor Ruocco asked all in favor of discussion, Council in agreement. 

 

Councilmember Segalas said with respect to the Resolution I wholeheartedly support the concept of asking the 

Regional School District to bear their share of an SRO.  I take exception to the fifth paragraph in this Resolution 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/18230_PD_FIber_Optics_A.pdf
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that it misstates substantively that which took place earlier in Ord 17-17 voted on by this Council last year at the 

time when the Police Chief said in a number of meetings with us regardless of the SRO he wanted a base level of 

19 officers and was supported and voted upon by this Council when we adopted a table of organization and the 

word “base” was specifically used with respect to 19, it did not say “maximum.”   With everything after the word 

Pascack Valley High School I would generally support this Resolution.  It does not accurately state that portion 

previously in place. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said he does not understand; when I read Ord 17-17 it authorizes a maximum level of 19 for our 

Police Department.   

 

Councilmember Segalas said it authorizes a base level of 19.    The Police Chief said we need this officer; I don’t 

want to represent to the Regional School District or the public at large something that did not take place; the 

purpose of the Resolution is a good purpose, it advances our position on taxpayers of this town that the school 

board should contribute their share but I cannot vote in favor of it with that section of Paragraph 5 drafted as it is.   

Attorney Madaio asked as a practical matter, does it matter to anyone if the last second half of the sentence – I 

think the purpose of the Resolution is to authorize the discussion that everyone wants.   

 

Mayor Ruocco asked where Councilmember wanted it ended. 

 

Councilmember Segalas said just after the word high school as drafted otherwise it is acceptable from my 

standpoint where you would have my support Mr. Mayor.     

 

Mayor Ruocco said Ordinance 17-17 is what it is, it is out there.   

 

Borough Attorney Madaio said there seems to be some sense of is it maximum or is it baseline, is it the most 

officers you are allowed to have or the minimal amount of officers, the minimum amount of officers you should 

have; he asked if  there any reason we should waste one more second on this discussion other than deleting that 

sentence; the focus of this is that we want the Regional Board of Ed to respond. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said it does raise a question down the road if the Board of Ed chooses not to have an SRO at all.  

He and Councilmember DeRosa had this discussion and if they choose not to have the SRO, what happens? 

 

Borough Attorney Madaio said this Resolution won’t change that. 

 

Mayor Ruocco agreed. 

 

Borough Attorney Madaio suggested that you deal with that down the road and put things on the record that 

wouldn’t necessarily be the best to have on the record and if it simply a concern about is it maximum or is it  

“base line”, perhaps the sentence should end at Pascack Valley High School semicolon and the words are 

Therefore, the balance of that sentence.  If it were amended that way Mayor would you call for a vote? 

 

Mayor Ruocco said end it at the high school with a comma and then just go to the next WHEREAS clause. 

 

Borough Attorney Madaio said the appropriate thing would be to ask for a motion. 

 

Mayor Ruocco asked if all were in favor at this point.  The Council voted yes unanimously. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said we can move to adopt the Resolution as amended. 

 

Motion to adopt the Resolution was made by Councilmember Karcich, Second by Council President Pizzella. 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council President Pizzella, Council Members Segalas, DeRosa, Horvath, Karcich 

Nays:  None 

Absent:  Council Member Lundy 

 

Ordinance R18230 Authorizing Assignment of Shared Services Agreement Between the Hillsdale Police 

Department and the Hillsdale Board of Education. 

 

Motion to adopt was made by Council Member DeRosa, Second by Council Member Karcich. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council President Pizzella, Council Members Segalas, DeRosa, Horvath, Karcich 

Nays:  None 

Absent:  Council Member Lundy 
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COUNCIL COMMENTARIES: 

 

Councilmember Segalas said on Saturday we have Town Day coming up and please come out.  It is a pleasant 

time for people to come out and socialize with each other. 

 

Council President Pizzella said today is his 20th wedding anniversary and it is September 11.  He went to the 

memorial and with the emergency services it is quiet without a lot of pomp and circumstance.  He has noticed 

there are less people, there are more cars, there are less people to stop to look, and people honk because people 

are not going fast enough.  I have two children, nice house, great town, a great profession and was able to go to 

the memorial in New York recently and wanted to thank God that he was able to live his life whereas many people 

were not.  He thanked God for this great country he lives in and acknowledged that he is blessed.  He hoped 

people continue to remember the sacrifices that have been made for us and our families.  Perhaps next year there 

will be more people and fewer cars. 

 

Councilmember DeRosa thanked the emergency professionals involved in the car accident on Kinderkamack 

Road.   It is great how they all work together and would like to recognize them at a future date.  He urged people 

to come out to the Fall Festival, there will be six food trucks, beer garden, dance performances, pony rides; we 

chose to do it in our parks, we recently refurbished the band shell.  It will be from 12:00PM to 5:00PM.  He is 

thankful that we are still here; celebrate the good things in our town. 

 

Councilmember Horvath thanked all the people who turned out this morning for the 17th 9/11 Ceremony including 

the Fire Department, Police Department, EMS, and members of the Council as well.  A ceremony will be held 

this evening which takes place every year also conducted by Rich Curran of the American Legion.  He 

congratulated Council President Pizzella on his 20th wedding anniversary and at the Fall Festival we are having 

the 120th anniversary of Hillsdale. 

 

Councilmember Karcich delayed his comments for the next meeting.  He said biggest reason why we wanted 19 

police officers is to protect our schools and an SRO inside the school and the Chief advised with 18 it would be 

very difficult to do that without increasing overtime and move folks all over the place.  Originally when we passed 

that ordinance there was anticipation of a retirement and he wanted to get this out on the record. 

 

Mayor Ruocco commended all of our EMS, Fire and Police for their response to the accident that occurred this 

past Sunday at Hillsdale and Kinderkamack Road.  We had Officers Sayers, Sergeant Smith, Officer Decenna, 

Fire Chief Patrick Doody, Deputy Fire Chief Kelley, DPW Superintendent Haffler, Dispatcher Justin Schwartz 

who coordinated a number of things.  Ambulance Corps Tara Tamburo, Michael Villegas and Michelle Korbiachi 

also responded to the emergency.  Most of these people are volunteers and this is a perfect example of team work, 

they got the individual out of the car, he went to the hospital and no one was injured on the property.  It is the 

way events such as this should be handled.  On behalf of the Council, he thanked all of those individuals.  Officer 

Matt Buesser and Alex Kaplan will be honored by the 200 Club on October 3 at the Venetian Restaurant in 

Garfield.     They will be given their 200 Club Meritorious Service Award for their actions on January 23, 2018; 

that was the accident on Kinderkamack Road just south of Hillsdale Avenue.  An individual had to be pulled out 

of a car, it was a dangerous situation so again this is just an example of our police and emergency service 

volunteers responding to the call and putting their lives on the line.  Rosh Hoshana started yesterday 

commemorating the creation of the world and marks the beginning of a 10 day period of repentance and 

intercession that culminates with Yom Kippur.  He wishes all of our Jewish residents a Happy New Year and a 

meaningful start to their High Holy Days.  A lot has been said for our Fall Festival this Saturday, it is going to be 

a great event and there are activities for the whole family.  He thanked our Parks and Recreation Director Patty 

Hughes and staff, committee and the DPW making this work.              

 

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION:     

 

RXX  To provide for a meeting not open to the public in accordance with the provisions of the New 

Jersey Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 –  

Motion ______   Second ______ 

Council Members Council President Pizzella, Segalas, DeRosa, Horvath, Karcich, Lundy 

 

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING: 

 

Motion to reconvene______ Second ______ 

Council Members Segalas, DeRosa, Horvath, Karcich, Lundy, Council President Pizzella    
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ADJOURNMENT:   

Motion to adjourn by Councilmember DeRosa, Second by Councilmember Karcich, and unanimously carried. 

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE  

 

October 9, 2018 7:30 pm 

 

 

Denise Kohan, Municipal Clerk  

 

             _____________________________ 

                 

            APPROVED AS PRESENTED 

 

            _______________________________ 

                                     Denise Kohan, Municipal Clerk 

 


