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Council Meeting Minutes 

September 16, 2025 
 

 

 

Mayor Sheinfield Opened the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance and giving the Open Public Meeting 

Statement.  This is a Meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 16th day of September 2025. Notice of 

the time and place of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Bergen Record; a copy 

was posted on the bulletin board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested parties. 

Please silence all cell phones. Please wait to be recognized by the Mayor during the Public Hearing and the 

Public Comment part of the meeting.  You will need to state your name and town of residence for the record. 

 

Borough Clerk Kohan took roll call - Mayor Michael Sheinfield, Council President Osso, Councilmembers 

Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Ruocco, Trochimiuk (Borough Clerk Denise Kohan, Borough Attorney Mark 

Madaio) 
 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Closed Session Meeting Minutes September 9, 2025 (Fox absent) 

Motion to Approve Osso Second Mazza Chiong 

All in favor: Councilmember Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk 

 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT (time limited to 3 minutes, items on the agenda only, one topic per speaker -please 

state your name and town of residence for the record) 

Mayor Sheinfield opened the Initial Public Comment portion ï seeing no one wishing to speak, he closed this 

portion of the meeting. 

 

   

CORRESPONDENCE: 

1. Letter from Sapienza Gardens dated 9/10/2025 requesting to hold an event on 10/19/25 in Sapienza 

Gardens.  

 

Motion to approve, receipt and file Mazza-Chiong  Second Trochimiuk 

All in favor: Councilmember Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti  

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Council President ï Clemente Osso 

Reported that the recent Fall Festival at Beechwood Park, was described as well-organized and enjoyable, 

with praise given to Dan Conte for his efforts in coordinating the vendors and overall schedule. It was noted 

that the community had a great time. Additionally, it was announced that Oktoberfest will take place at 

Beechwood Park on the evening of October 3rd, featuring a beer garden and live music, and attendees were 

encouraged to join if available. 
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Councilman ï Justin Fox  

Reported that Stonybrook Pool has generated $172,000 in revenue so far, with an additional $17,000 expected 

by yearôs end. The pool is currently open for senior citizens this week. A special event, "Drool in the Pool" for 

dogs, will take place on Saturday from 1 to 3 PM. Additionally, a car show is scheduled for October 4th from 

10 AM to 3 PM. 

 

Councilman ï Robert Colletti Jr. 

Reported that the Environmental Commission participated in the Fall Town Day, hosting a booth featuring a 

"wheel of questions" to engage attendees, especially children, and distributed prizes. He commended their 

efforts and extended thanks to the Department of Public Works for their ongoing support at the event. The 

commission continues to collaborate with the Borough Administrator, Vice Chair Scott Raymond, and 

member Tracy Hansen on the ongoing borough landscaping project. 

Regarding the fire department, it was shared that a representative from Absolute Fire Protection informed 

them at the recent Fireman Expo that the delivery of the new ladder truck may be delayed until June 2026, 

rather than the originally expected March date. This information is being confirmed with the salesperson. 

Additionally, an issue involving erroneous dispatches to the fire department was discussed. The department 

was mistakenly called out by the county dispatch system approximately six times last year and three times 

earlier this year for incidents in other towns. These errors led to unnecessary responses, but it has now been 

five weeks since the last occurrence, and the department believes the issue has been resolved. However, Chief 

Farrell requested the council be informed that if the problem arises again, he may seek further assistance. 

Councilman ï John Ruocco  

Councilman Ruocco reported that the 50 Plus Club met on September 10th and elected Judy Achinson as the 

new president. She will work on reconstructing the board following recent resignations and deaths. Due to the 

Methodist Church no longer being available as a meeting venue, the group is exploring alternatives such as 

the library, Trinity Church, the American Legion, and the Cornerstone. They were also informed of potential 

future use of the new community center and expressed interest. 

The Finance Committee met on September 12th to review appropriations and revenues through August 31st. 

Most accounts were on track, with any discrepancies attributed to timing. The pool utility's financials showed 

that operating revenues were covering expenses, but ongoing oversight is necessary. The committee briefly 

discussed the potential sale of cell tower leases but unanimously agreed it would not be beneficial long-term, 

although it may be reconsidered in the future if liquidity becomes a concern.  They also agreed to a slight 

reduction in CFO hours due to a lighter workload and progress in improving financial procedures. The 2026 

municipal budget is expected to be challengingðsimilar to 2025ðdue to efforts to control property tax 

increases while maintaining services and capital projects. However, 2027 is expected to ease due to increased 

revenue from the Patterson Street development. 

The 2024 audit was discussed, including ten recommendations, some of which carried over from 2023. None 

were considered critical or material. Five issues have already been addressed, and the rest are covered in the 

CFOôs corrective action plan, which the committee approved. The exceptions involved minor deficiencies 

such as reconciliation processes, grant tracking, fee regulations, documentation maintenance, and adherence 

to existing purchasing procedures. The CFO emphasized that the audit found no material weaknesses and 

reaffirmed the boroughôs commitment to financial transparency and accountability. The corrective action plan 

will be posted on the borough website. 
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Access for All met recently and is awaiting a response from the mayor and council regarding a request for a 

police liaison. The Recreation Director, Dan Conte, is exploring a Recreation Opportunities for Individuals 

with Disabilities (ROID) grant, with a deadline in March 2026. The committee has $1,500 remaining in its 

budget and is planning seasonal events, including a fall craft event on November 8th, holiday cards and photos 

with Santaðsupported by former Councilman Zoltan Horvathðand a spring art show (date TBD). They are 

also collaborating with the ambulance corps to provide disability awareness training for EMT staff. The next 

Access for All meeting will be held on October 27th at the library at 7 PM. 

Councilwoman ï Janetta Trochimiuk 

Councilwoman Trochimiuk reported that the library committee met recently, and the main update is that roof 

replacement work has begun at the library. The construction started that day and is expected to take six to 

eight days. The roof was in urgent need of repair. There were no other significant updates to report. 

 

Councilwoman ï Melissa Mazza-Chiong  

Councilwoman Mazza-Chiong noted that the ambulance meeting is scheduled for later this evening, and she 

will provide an update at the next council meeting. She also shared a brief update from the recent Board of 

Education meeting, following a more detailed report given previously. Current student enrollment numbers 

are 382 at Smith School, 357 at Meadowbrook, and 353 at George White. Bids for the George White project 

are expected next week, with further updates anticipated next month. The Board of Education continues to 

collaborate with the borough on the use of school properties for sports activities and expressed appreciation 

for the ongoing partnership and support. 

 

A discussion took place among council members and the mayor regarding a group of residents who had 

advocated for the hiring of a third full-time school resource officer (SRO) or SLEO. Currently, one officer is 

stationed full-time at George White, and another is shared between the two elementary schools on alternating 

days. The residents expressed concern about this arrangement and requested the addition of a dedicated 

officer so that each elementary school would have full-time coverage. 

The primary obstacle to this request is the associated cost, estimated at $50,000, which the Board of 

Education has asked the borough to cover since it is not within the school budget. The mayor acknowledged 

that while safety is repeatedly stated as a top priority, the cost would ultimately fall on taxpayers regardless of 

which body funds it. However, he and the council emphasized that, by process, this is a Board of Education 

expense, and the borough is not in a position to take it on at this time, especially with expected budget 

challenges ahead. 

There was some discussion about possibly revisiting the issue in the future, potentially after the school district 

completes its planned renovations over the next couple of years. It was also noted that while the Board of 

Education is subject to a 2% cap on budget increases, they could choose to reprioritize and make cuts in other 

areas if safety is indeed a primary concern. Additionally, concerns were raised about the current shared officer 

having to travel between schoolsðup to 2.5 miles, which could pose a serious delay in an emergency. Some 

council members highlighted the anxiety this might cause for parents whose children attend the school 

without an officer present on a given day. 

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): 25238 through 25243 

25238 Resolution Authorizing the Borough Clerk to Advertise for Requests for Qualifications for Borough 

Professionals 

 

BE IT RESOLVED,  that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4, et seq. that the Borough Clerk is hereby 

authorized to advertise for the above-mentioned services for the following positions for year 2026: 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25238a.pdf
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Borough Attorney 

Borough Labor Attorney 

 

Planning Board Attorney 

Planning Board Engineer 

Planning Board Planner 

 

25239 Payment of Bills 

 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25239_.pdf
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