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Council Meeting Minutes 

December 10, 2024 

 

 

Mayor Sheinfield Opened the meeting by having Council President Escobar lead the Pledge of Allegiance and 

then the mayor gave the Open Public Meeting Statement. 

This is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 10th day of December, 2024. Notice of the time and 

place of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Bergen Record; a copy was posted on 

the bulletin board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested parties. 

Please silence all cell phones. Please wait to be recognized by the Mayor during the Public Hearing and the Public 

Comment part of the meeting.  You will need to state your name and town of residence for the record. 

 

 

Borough Clerk Kohan took roll call: Council President Escobar, Council Members Colletti, Fox, Osso, Ruocco, 

Trochimiuk, Mayor Sheinfield (Borough Administrator Mike Ghassali, Borough Clerk Denise Kohan, Borough 

Attorney Mark Madaio) 
 

RECOGNITION /OATH OF OFFICE : 

New Fire Department Full Members: 

Matt Austin 

Greg Stalb 

John Stalb 

Alex Naylis 

 

Greg and John Stalb were present at the meeting.  Mayor Sheinfield had Greg and John Stalb take their Oaths of 

Office for the Hillsdale Volunteer Fire Dept while their father/grandfather held the bible for them.. 

 

 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT  

Mayor Sheinfield opened the initial Public Comment.  Seeing no one wishing to speak, he closed this portion of 

the meeting. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

 

Councilman ï Robert Colletti Jr. 

The Board of Education meeting will be on 12/16 for both the regional and the Local boards of Ed. 

The environmental commission would like to remind everyone that they'll be holding a 2-hour Styrofoam 

recycling drop off event on Saturday January 11th from 10: to 12 in the morning in the west lot. 

He also congratulated the new members of the Fire Department. 

 

Councilman Ruocco- 

The Board of Health met on December 9th.  The purpose was to discuss the BA's recommendation to replace 

Northwest Bergen Regional services with the County's Department of Health Services.  The potential savings  

Is approximately $47,000.    

The administration and the Board of Health and members the county will meet to clarify the   

services that the county can provide and ensure our residents that the service that we would be getting from the 

county is equal to what we've been getting through Northwest Bergen Regional. 
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Councilman ï Clemente Osso  

He applauded the Hillsdale Fire Department along with Departments of neighboring towns that responded to a 

call on Bedford Street and controlled a significant fire in about 15 minutes of arrival there were no injuries 

reported.  The fire department annual activity in 2024 to date is they have received just under 250 calls for 

service. 

The Tree Lighting Event in Veterans Park is scheduled for this Thursday with a start time of 6:45 p.m. 

The Field and Parks committee met on Monday morning with the Borough Engineer and reviewed the feedback 

collected over the last few weeks.  They will take that feedback and incorporate into another design that 

addresses those concerns. There will be additional opportunities for discussion and feedback from the residents 

at upcoming meetings. 

 

Borough Administrator ï Mike Ghassali 

The DPW has repaired a few potholes and the last day for leaf collection is going to be on December 16th.  The 

Field Committee for Memorial Field has prepared a timeline that we have for the public. It will also be posted 

on the website tomorrow. We started discussions on Memorial Field in March of 2024 and engaged our 

engineer to do a survey and give us a plan on what can they put in the footprint of the current Memorial Field.  

On May 7th uh we passed a resolution to do the authorization to proceed and we received the first concept on 

July 23rd.  This concept was shared with all of the Rec Commission and the Field Committee.  We held a town  

hall meeting where the public attended and gave insight and feedback.  The Borough did hand out flyers before 

that meeting to all the surrounding homes.  We posted it on the website, shared it on Facebook.  We tried every 

way to let the public know that we are going to have a town hall meeting on December 2nd.  On December 9th 

the fields committee which has three members of the council myself the engineers and the Chairman of the rec 

commission went over uh the suggestions that we received and we gave direction to the engineer to go ahead 

and come up with a new plan.  We advised them to remove the parking lot from the south move it to the North 

remove the pickle ball court add additional basketball court and shift the entire field slightly East to make  

more room on the side where the Fieldhouse to plan for the buffer zone and the Landscaping plan. 

We will be looking at lights in other towns to see how they are in action before we commit to any plan.  

In January of 2025 the plan will go to the police to the fire and to the EMS uh for their review. 

We will also be assessing Hopper Street and the surrounding roads to see if we would do a permit only parking 

so this way, we don't uh jeopardize the parking for the residents.  Our CFO is looking at the financial plan on 

how we are going to fund this.  

We are shooting for a February 2025 date to present the revised plan. The public will have an opportunity to 

voice their concerns also at the Planning Board level.  The plan is to be open and ready for the 2026 season. 

Councilman Ruocco asked that this timeline be available to the residents Town Notice  and  on our website.  

The Administrator stated that it would be. 

 

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): 24316 through 24325: 

24316 Resolution Authorizing Refund of Tax Overpayment ï Block 1205 Lot 2 C0046 
 

 

WHEREAS, 4th Quarter tax payments were received from Town Title and CoreLogic due to the sale of the home at 183 

Riverdale Street, Block 1621, Lot 6; and 

 

WHEREAS, Town Title has requested the overpayment be refunded to them; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale authorize the Tax 

Collector to refund the following taxes:   

 

 

Block 1621, Lot 6 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24316.pdf
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46 Colonial Village Drive      $ 3,115.35 

 

 

  

TOTAL TO BE REFUNDED:      $ 3,115.35 

           

Refund to:  Town Title 

  East 40 Midland Ave. 

  Paramus, NJ  07652 

  

24317 Resolution Authorizing Refund of Tax Overpayment ï Block 203 Lot 28 
 

 

WHEREAS, 3RD Quarter tax payments were received from Tabano, Barbara through Lereta and Guerrero, Enrique due to 

the sale of the home at 104 Horizon Terrace, Block 203, Lot 28 and the tax collector has been holding the funds until 

notification from the attorney to where to send payment; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector has determined the funds should be sent back to Lereta, and; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale authorize the Tax 

Collector to refund the following taxes:   

 

 

Block 203, Lot 28 

104 Horizon Terrace      $ 6,085.02 

 

 

  

TOTAL TO BE REFUNDED:      $ 6,085.02 

           

Refund to:  LERETA 

Attn: Central Refunds 

901 Corporate Center Drive 

Pomona, CA  91768       

 

24318 Resolution Authorizing the Settlement of a Lawsuit Captioned the Borough of Hillsdale v. 273 

Broadway LLC 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale (hereinafter the ñBoroughò) instituted a lawsuit against 273 Broadway 

LLC (hereinafter ñ273 Broadwayò), in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Law Division, Special Civil Part, Bergen 

County bearing Docket Number BER-DC-20911-24, seeking to compel 273 Broadway to make their ñpayment in 

lieuò based upon a specified calculation, in order to meet their Affordable Housing obligation under New Jerseyôs Fair 

Housing Act (hereinafter the ñActionò) ; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Parties desire to end their dispute and to amicably resolve the claims in order to avoid the expense, 

burden and uncertainties of further litigation; and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that the payment of the Settlement of the aforesaid lawsuit is hereby 

approved as more particularly set forth in the Settlement Agreement enclosed hereto; and  

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24317.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24318.pdf
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  that the appropriate Borough Officials are hereby authorized to execute, 

and attest to such other and further documentation as may be reasonably necessary to effect the settlement and 

dismissal of the Action.  
    

24319 Resolution Amending Resolution 24296 That Awarded a Non-Fair and Open Contract for the 

Purchase of Equipment for the Department of Public Works 

 

WHEREAS, on November 12, 2024, the Borough Council adopted Resolution No. 24296 which awarded a 

Non-Fair and Open Contract to Reiner Overhead Doors, LLC located at PO Box 246 Hasbrouck Heights, 07604 

for the purchase of three steel insulated doors each with a section of glass and one steel insulated door with a 

section of a pass door for the cost not to exceed $28,600.00 and 

 

WHEREAS, Reiner Overhead Doors, LLC will also provide and install 2 heavy duty ½ horse power 115-volt 

motor operators with safety systems in connection with the proposed steel doors, necessitating additional 

projected billing for these products and services; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend Resolution No. 24296 to increase the contract price by $3,200.00 from 

$28,600.00 to $31,800.00 in order to cover these additional services; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that 

Resolution No. 24296 is hereby amended to increase the contract price by $3,200.00 from $28,600.00 to 

$31,800.00 in order to cover projected additional costs; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that except as amended herein, Resolution No.24296 shall remain in full force 

and effect; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of this action to be published once 

in the Ridgewood News. 
 

24320              Resolution Authorizing the Award of a Non-Fair and Open Professional Service Agreement with 

Tyco Animal Control Services 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has a need for Animal Control Services for the calendar year 2024; 

and 

 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5 (1) (a) (i) provides that the award of a contract for professional services is an 

exception to the bidding requirements of the Local Public Contracts Law; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council has recommended that Tyco Animal Control located at 1 Stout Lane Ho-Ho-

Kus, New Jersey 07423 continue to provide these services based upon previous satisfactory performance; and 

 

WHEREAS, this contract is being awarded as an open-ended contract in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-11.10 for 

the period of January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2026; and  

 

WHEREAS, the maximum dollar value of this contract based upon a reasonable cost estimate of the goods or 

services required over the contract term, shall not exceed $15,000.00 with no obligation on the part of the Borough to spend 

the maximum amount; and 

 

NOW, THEREFOR, BE IT RESOLVED,  that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale Tyco Animal 

Control located at 1 Stout Lane Ho-Ho-Kus, New Jersey 07423 is hereby awarded a Non-Fair and Open Professional 

Services Agreement for Animal Control Services for the period of January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2026 in the as 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24319.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24320a.pdf
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required, no minimum purchase amount not to exceed $15,000.00 without further authorization by the governing body; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to execute the aforesaid Professional 

Services Agreement, a copy of the same being on file in the office of the Borough Clerk and hereby approved; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED , that this contract is being awarded without public advertising for bids and bidding 

therefor in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5 (1) (a) (i) of the Local Publics Contracts Law and has met the requirements 

as a Non-Fair and Open Contract pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 et seq.; and 
 

 

24321 Resolution Authorizing Refund of Tax Overpayment ï Block 1621 Lot 6 
 

 

WHEREAS, 4th Quarter tax payments were received from Town Title and CoreLogic due to the sale of the home at 183 

Riverdale Street, Block 1621, Lot 6; and 

 

WHEREAS, Town Title has requested the overpayment be refunded to them; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale authorize the Tax 

Collector to refund the following taxes:   

 

 

Block 1621, Lot 6 

46 Colonial Village Drive      $ 3,115.35 

 

 

  

TOTAL TO BE REFUNDED:      $ 3,115.35 

           

Refund to:  Town Title 

  East 40 Midland Ave. 

  Paramus, NJ  07652 

  

24322 Resolution Authorizing Refund of Tax Overpayment ï Block 1116 Lot 6 
 

 

WHEREAS, 4th Quarter tax payments were received from Evident Title Agency and CoreLogic due to the sale of the 

home at 23 Cedar Street, Block 1116, Lot 6; and 

 

WHEREAS, Evident Title Agency has requested the overpayment be sent to the sellers, Rogers, Matthew and Shannon; 

and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale authorize the Tax 

Collector to refund the following taxes:   

 

 

Block 1116, Lot 6 

23 Cedar Street       $ 3,367.51 

 

 

  

TOTAL TO BE REFUNDED:      $ 3,367.51 

           

Refund to:  Rogers, Matthew and Shannon 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24321.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24322.pdf
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  123 Prospect Street 

  Ridgewood, NJ  07450 

 

24323 Resolution of Support from Local Governing Body Authorizing Participation in the 2024 

Sustainable Jersey-PSE&G Energy Efficiency Partnership Program 
 

 

WHEREAS, a sustainable community seeks to optimize quality of life for its residents by ensuring that its environmental, 

economic, and social objectives are balanced and mutually supportive; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale strives to save tax dollars, assure clean land, air and water, improve working and 

living environments; and 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Hillsdale is participating in Sustainable Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, one of the purposes of Sustainable Jersey is to provide resources to municipalities to make progress on 

sustainability issues, and they have created the 2024 Sustainable Jersey-PSE&G Energy Efficiency Partnership Program to 

help increase energy efficiency for residents, businesses, and municipal facilities. This Program includes a Sustainable 

Jersey Start-up Grant funded by PSE&G in the amount of $2,500 for first-time participants; and 

THEREFORE, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale of  has determined that the Borough of Hillsdale should 

apply for the aforementioned 2024 Sustainable Jersey-PSE&G Energy Efficiency Partnership Program and $2,500 Start-up 

Grant (one-time per municipality upon entering the Program); and 

THEREFORE, the Borough of Hillsdale will be applying for the 2024 Sustainable Jersey-PSE&G Energy Efficiency 

Partnership Program, will provide staff support for all activities related to the Sustainable Jersey PSE&G Energy Efficiency 

Partnership Program, including some or all of the objectives listed below; and will 

Å Identify one or more staff to serve as primary contacts for Sustainable Jersey for the projects selected (e.g. outreach 

campaigns; energy efficiency in municipal facilities) 

Å Provide access to utility bills and other energy records as needed for the project (energy 

efficiency in municipal facilities) 

Å Commit to attend a virtual kick-off event and other virtual trainings (energy efficiency outreach campaigns) 

Å Provide support from relevant finance, facility, and other staff as needed for project 

implementation 

Å Sample objectives include: outreach to help residents and local businesses save energy and lower their utility bills, 

lowering emissions in municipal buildings, encouraging community members to take advantage of energy efficiency 

incentive programs, etc. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, State of New Jersey, 

authorizes submission of the aforementioned application to the 2024 Sustainable Jersey-PSE&G Energy Efficiency 

Partnership Program. 

  

24324 Resolution Authorizing to Enter into a Service Agreement for Certified Recycling Professional 

(CRP) to Prepare the Annual Recycling Tonnage Report 

 
 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24323.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24324.pdf
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 WHEREAS, it is required to submit a mandated Annual Recycling Tonnage Report as required by the New 

Jersey Recycling Enhancement Act (ñREAò) P.L. 2008, Chapter 6; and 

 

 WHEREAS, such report is to be submitted via email to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

(ñNJDEPò) on or before April 30th of each year; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is desirous of entering into a Service Agreement for retaining and 

providing CRP services of the Authority for signing and submitting of said Annual Recycling Tonnage Report; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough shall retain the services of the Authority for a CRP that will be responsible for signing 

and submitting of said report to the NJDEP on or before April 30, 2025;  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough designates the Superintendent of Public Works as the preparer of the report. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  that the term of this Service Agreement shall be for a term of one 

(1) year commencing January 1, 2025. 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the Mayor and or Administrator is authorized to enter into such agreement 

with the Bergen County Utility Authority for such services. 

 

 

24325 Payment of Bills 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24325_In_Full.pdf
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