
Council Meeting 

July 8, 2025 

 

1 

 

Council Meeting Minutes 

July 8, 2025 

 

Mayor Sheinfield Opened the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance and giving the Open Public Meeting 

Statement.  This is a Regular Meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 8th day of July, 2025. Notice 

of the time and place of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Bergen Record; a 

copy was posted on the bulletin board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested parties. 

Please silence all cell phones. Please wait to be recognized by the Mayor during the Public Hearing and the 

Public Comment part of the meeting.  You will need to state your name and town of residence for the record. 

 

Borough Clerk Kohan took roll call - Mayor Michael Sheinfield, Council President Osso, Councilmembers 

Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Ruocco, Trochimiuk (Borough Administrator Mike Ghassali, Borough Clerk 

Denise Kohan, Borough Attorney Mark Madaio) 
 

ROLL CALL:  

Mayor Michael Sheinfield, Council President Osso, Councilmembers Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Ruocco, 

Trochimiuk (Borough Administrator Mike Ghassali, Borough Clerk Denise Kohan, Borough Attorney Mark 

Madaio) 

 

RECOGNITION/OATH OF OFFICE:   

Troop 95761 Girl Scouts Gold Award ï Emma Metz 

        Emma Nagler 

 

Mayor Sheinfield formally recognized Girl Scout Gold Award recipient, Emma Metz and Emma Nagler, each 

of whom shared details about the projects that contributed to their achievement, as well as the duration of their 

involvement in the Scouts program. Both young women are pursuing their higher education in college. The 

mayor presented them each with a certificate of achievement and extended congratulations for their current 

accomplishments and future endeavors.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Closed Session Minutes June 17, 2025 

 

Motion to approve Mazza-Chiong   Second Trochimiuk 

Ayes: Councilmember Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk 

Nays; none 

 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT (time limited to 3 minutes, items on the agenda only, one topic per speaker -please 

state your name and town of residence for the record) 

Mayor Sheinfield opened the Initial Public Comment portion of the meeting.  Seeing no one wishing to 

address the mayor and council. He closed this portion of the meeting. 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL MONTHLY REPORTS:  

Borough Engineer Report ï June 2025                   Nick Chelius ï Colliers Engineering 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/July_2025_Engineering_Report.pdf
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The Borough Engineer updated the mayor and council on several ongoing projects. For the NJ DOT Fiscal 

Year 2025 paving project for Liberty and Arcadia, design plans are currently being developed and should be 

completed by the end of the month, with a fall construction timeline expected after DOT review. The Fiscal 

Year 2024 paving project for Melville Road has been completed as of late May, and the borough is now 

finalizing the closeout to receive reimbursement from DOT. Additionally, an application for the 2026 

Municipal Aid has been submitted, targeting paving on Ralph A (from Kinderkamack to Legion Place) and 

Legion Place (from Howell Ave to Knickerbocker), with a resolution for authorization scheduled for tonight 

and a submission deadline by the end of July. 

The 2025 Riverside Cooperative Paving Program was finished in early June, with only minor items left to 

address by the contractor. For the Beechwood Nature Trail Phase One project, bids are currently open, with 

strong interest from contractors, and the bid opening is set for next Tuesday. Lastly, the Memorial Field 

project is moving forward with design work. Recent utility surveys were completed using a camera to ensure 

accurate placement of underground lines. A meeting will be scheduled soon to review options for equipment 

like bleachers and netting systems, with the project on track for completion by September. A brief discussion 

was held regarding the type of turf that some want to use, but this will be discussed more in depth when they 

get to that stage.  In addition, there is a possible donor that is interested in donating the playground set for the 

park.  A meeting is scheduled with the potential donor next week. 

Hillsdale Police Department ï June 2025                  Chief Travis Woods 

Chief Woods provided an overview of the Hillsdale Police Departmentôs activities for June. The department 

held several community events, including a "Chief for a Day" event, a torch run throughout the county with a 

notable stop in Hillsdale, a well-received 5K event at the farm, and a successful Youth Leadership Academy, 

led by Officer Alfieri. 

Regarding traffic and patrol, the department had 730 calls for service, 85 motor vehicle stops, and 25 

accidents. They also conducted 12 selective enforcement details, 21 parking enforcement details, and 

responded to 70 medical calls. The department issued 72 citations and warnings, made four adult arrests, and 

performed 141 property checks. Notably, there were no burglaries, attempted burglaries, or auto thefts. The 

detective bureau investigated 38 cases and successfully closed 25, with five charges filed. The firearms unit 

also conducted nine background investigations. 

In response to a question about overnight parking, Chief Woods clarified that there are about 10-15 residents 

who regularly call in for parking permission, with each call covering a 72-hour period. These residents 

typically have ongoing parking issues due to a lack of space, and they are familiar with rules around holidays 

and snow removal.  

Hillsdale Department of Public Works                                           Superintendent Barry Peterson 

He gave an update on Centennial Field, which includes ongoing repairs, with the installation of a 23 base 

dugout hose connections for watering the pitchers' mound and field. These issues were due to old, unused 

valves. Efforts are underway to get quotes for a new pump to allow multiple zones to run simultaneously, 

though it's proving more difficult than anticipated. Grass cutting at Centennial continues twice a week, and a 

revised quote for Wi-Fi installation is expected soon. 

The DPW is also focusing on roadwork, including cleaning, replacing faded or obstructed regulatory and 

street name signs, as well as trimming trees and shrubs around parking lots. Theyôre repainting crosswalks, 

stop bars, and yellow curbs in the downtown area when weather permits. Several tree stumps will be ground 

down, and more dead or dying trees are being removed, with additional trees scheduled for safety pruning. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/June_PD_Montly_Report_in_full.pdf
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Regarding the lantern fly issue, there have been some requests for traps, and traps are available at the DPW 

garage for residents, who are allowed two per household. As for West Nile and standing water, there have 

been no complaints, but the DPW is in contact with the county's mosquito control for potential spraying if 

needed. On Patterson Road, potholes that had been a source of resident complaints were fixed, with five tons 

of patching material used from Lake Street to Orchard Street. 

Finally, the maintenance of Centennialôs soccer field was discussed. A new mower with a bagging system is 

expected by the end of the week, costing $7,000, which will allow the DPW to manage field maintenance 

internally. A budget of $20,000 had been set for maintenance, but this cost-effective solution should be 

sufficient to maintain the field and protect the town's investment. Additionally, there is a potential chinch bug 

issue on the soccer field's sod, which will be treated with a non-harmful powder. Lastly, the DPW has 

replaced all the problematic ADA-compliant bubble mats and is addressing any remaining issues as they arise. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:   

Councilman ï John Ruocco  

The Board of Health met on June 19th and reported revenue of approximately $16,000 for the first five 

months of the year. They announced that a flu clinic is scheduled for September 23rd at Borough Hall. The 

board also approved the addition of a treasurer, which had been discussed at a previous meeting. They raised 

questions regarding the process for securing medical files that were previously managed by the former nurse, 

specifically around security and access. The Borough Administrator (BA) is in the process of arranging a 

meeting with the Board Chair to address these concerns, although no formal meetings are planned during the 

summer. The Board is also preparing for Hillsdale Day on September 13th and will have a table there. 

Regarding the salary ordinance 25-01, the Board voted against it due to concerns about the annualized salary 

for the Board of Health Secretary, and they are waiting to discuss the matter further with the BA. On the West 

Nile virus, the Board noted that no instances had been reported in the area, although there was one case in 

western New Jersey. 

The Access for All Committee met on June 23rd and shared the outcomes of their May 29th meeting with the 

BA regarding enhancements to Patterson Street to improve accessibility. They are also requesting the 

appointment of a police liaison by the Borough Administrator, which had been in place before, but there has 

been no contact for months. The committee has assigned responsibilities for events in the upcoming fall, 

winter, and spring, and their next meeting is scheduled for July 28th, which the BA plans to attend. 

Lastly, the Finance Committee met on July 7th and reported that the Borough is on track with its budget 

appropriations, with departments adhering to expected spending levels. However, revenues are slightly lower 

than expected due to reduced cash balances and lower interest rates. Looking ahead, the CFO predicts a 

challenging budgetary outlook for next year, with less surplus than the previous year. The Borough will need 

to keep expenditures in check to avoid a significant tax increase, although 2027 is expected to be easier with 

anticipated redevelopment revenues. 

Councilman ï Robert Colletti Jr. 

The Environmental Commission discussed the Beechwood Nature Trail, expressing concerns about the 

reallocation of funds from the trail to the band shelter in the park. They emphasized the need for adequate 

funding to not only repair the boardwalk but also make certain portions safe for use in the interim. To help 

raise awareness, the commission is offering to take council members on walkthroughs of the boardwalk to 

show its current condition.  
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The Pascack Valley Board of Education met on June 9th, with their next meeting scheduled for July 16th, but 

there was nothing new to report. 

The Fire Department responded to 32 calls in June, bringing the year-to-date total to 167, which is up from 

119 during the same period last year. They are currently testing their equipment, including hoses, ladders, 

pumps, and self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA). The hose testing showed only one hose needs 

replacing, while two engines passed the pump testing, though the ladder truck failed. As the ladder truck is 

due for replacement in March 2026, the department will not invest funds into it. The SCBA testing is ongoing, 

with results expected by the next meeting. The departmentôs training continues with drills focused on rescue 

operations, including strut stabilization, airbag lifting, and dealing with electric vehicle accidents. There is 

also significant planning in progress regarding safety and evacuation paths for the temporary modular 

classrooms at George White, with coordination involving the police department and the Board of Education. 

The fire department is set to apply for a $20,000 grant when the portal opens on July 10. This grant will be 

used to purchase necessary equipment, such as turnout gear and tanks. The department missed the previous 

application window but plans to apply this time. 

Mayor Sheinfield added There's ongoing activity at the site of Alexander's Dry Cleaners, where the state is 

currently testing the soil to assess contamination levels. The timeline for excavation and cleanup will depend 

on the results of the soil testing, but it's expected to take place sometime in late summer or fall. 

When the ground is dug up, the town will rely on the stateôs expertise to handle the situation appropriately. 

The process is being managed as a comprehensive cleanup, and the state has laid out a clear timeline and plan. 

The town will trust their protocol and continues to verify details with them regularly to ensure the work is 

done safely and properly. 

 

Councilman ï Justin Fox  

The DPW is in the process of purchasing a new field grooming attachment for the San Pro Toral 5040, with 

the cost being shared among the HBA, HPSA, DPW, and the Recreation Department. They are also seeking 

approval for a bucket truck, which will reduce the need for outside tree contractors. If approved, it should be 

delivered between late summer and early fall. The Borough mechanic assisted the Swim Club with emergency 

pump and minor repairs, and the club is now fully operational, with a revenue of $835,633 so far. There are 

upcoming events like Thursday's comedy night and a junior lifeguard class starting next week. Town camp 

begins next week with 600 kids enrolled, and the first swim meet is scheduled for July 12th against Ramsey. 

Residents can still sign up for the swim club, and revenue from the club is on track with previous years.  

 

Council President ï Clemente Osso 

The Rec Commission is off to a strong start with summer camp, which is being held at George White School. 

The camp will run through August 1st. 

As for the summer concert series, tomorrow's performance will feature "Ladies of the 80s" at Beechwood 

Park starting at 7 p.m., with free ice cream for the first 125 attendees. Upcoming concerts include a country 

music show on July 30th. The fall brochure will be released in mid-August, featuring programs like STEM, 

rec basketball, and soccer. 

The Rec Commission is looking for vendors for its Fall Festival on September 13th from 12:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

They are also partnering with the police for National Night Out on August 5th at 6:30 p.m., featuring a band, 

food trucks, and ice cream. 
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A discussion was held regarding the cell phone tower on the east side of town.  The mayor met with pool 

officials to identify potential sites, but issues with soil have delayed progress. They are still reviewing 

available sites and aiming to finalize plans soon. The council is also working on renegotiating leases for other 

towers and preparing a bid package. While there isn't a set timeline yet, the mayor is pushing to move as 

quickly as possible, with hopes for progress within the year. 

Borough Administrator ï Mike Ghassali 

The Overnight Parking Ordinance Committee met and decided to maintain the current ordinance, which does 

not allow overnight parking in the borough. However, they recommend implementing an easier system for 

residents to notify the police, replacing the current process of calling every three days. The new system would 

use an online form, similar to systems in neighboring towns like Westwood, which would be more efficient 

for both residents and police. The form would allow residents to input their name, address, and parking dates, 

and it would be sent directly to the police. The system would make things easier without changing the 

ordinance itself. 

As for the Band Shell, the roof was removed for safety reasons, and there are ongoing efforts to design and 

build a new structure. The goal is to complete it before the townôs festival day on September 13, though the 

timeline is tight. Funding is secured, and the design is nearly finalized with input from various stakeholders, 

including the Rec Director and a local police officer. The estimated cost is between $150,000 and $200,000, 

with a portion of the funding coming from grants and reallocating money from the trail budget. 

The community center is also progressing, with selected paint, tiles, and fixtures, and efforts to make it ADA-

compliant. A projector and screen are being installed, and a tour of the updated space is expected in the next 

month. 

Finally, the boroughôs affordable housing plan has been submitted on time. Based on a vacant land analysis, 

the plan includes the construction of four affordable housing units on West Street, off Broadway. The borough 

is now waiting 60 days from the end of June for any potential objections or interveners before moving 

forward with the next steps. 

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): 25199 through 25208 

25199 Resolution Awarding a Contract for the Purchase of One Insulated 40Ft Telescopic Aerial Platform 

Lift for the Department of Public Works Through Sourcewell Cooperative Pricing System 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale intends to purchase one (1) Insulated 40ft. Telescopic Aerial Platform Lift 

through Sourcewell Cooperative Pricing System Contract #110421-TIM for the Department of Public Works; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the Sourcewell (Hillsdale Member ID# - 28046; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11- 12a and N.J.A.C. 

5:34.7.29(c), may, by resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the State 

of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program for any State Contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the 

Division of Purchase and Property in the Department of the Treasury; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the use of the Sourcewell Cooperative Purchasing contract will 

result in cost savings to the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, consistent with the Sourcewell Cooperative Purchasing Contract and needs of the Borough, Versalift has 

submitted a proposal to provide the Insulated 40ft. Telescopic Aerial Platform Lift for use by the Borough of Hillsdale for 

the total cost not to exceed $197,224.00; and 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25199.pdf
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, 

State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the purchase of (1) Insulated 40ft. Telescopic Aerial Platform Lift in the amount 

not to exceed $197,224.00 under Versalift through Sourcewell Cooperative Pricing System Contract #110421-TIM. 

 

 

25200 Resolution Amending Resolution 24070 & 24255 to Participate in a Master Contract for Tree 

Removal, Trimming and Stump Grinding Services Through the Riverside Cooperative 

 

WHEREAS, on February 6, 2024, the Borough Council adopted Resolution 24070 which Authorized 

participation on a Master Contract for Tree Removal, Trimming and Stump, Grinding Services to Downes 

Tree Service through the Riverside Cooperative for the Borough of Hillsdale; and 

WHEREAS, on September 10, 2024 it was necessary to amend Resolution 24070 with Resolution 24255 

to add the amount not to exceed to $80,000.00 for a contract that commenced open October 1, 2023 

through September 30, 2025; and 

WHEREAS, it is now necessary to amend Resolution 24255 to increase the not to exceed amount by 

$31,120.00 for a total not to exceed $111,830.00 to cover additional expenses; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that 

Resolution No. 24070 & Resolution No. 24255 is hereby amended to increase the contract price by $31,120.00 

from $80,000.00 to $111,830.00 in order to cover additional expenses; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that except as amended herein, Resolution No.24070 & Resolution No. 24255 

shall remain in full force and effect; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of this action to be published once 

in the Ridgewood News. 
 

 

25201 Resolution Approving to Submit a Grant Application and Execute a Grant Agreement with the New 

Jersey Department of Transportation for the Ralph Avenue & Legion Place Reconstruction Project ï 

00268 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale formally 

approves the grant application for the above stated project.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the Mayor and Council and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an 

electronic grant application identified as MA -2025- Ralph Avenue, and Legion Place Reconstruction - 00268 

to the New Jersey Department of Transportation on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that the Mayor and Council and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant 

agreement on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and 

conditions of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement. 

 

               

25202 Resolution Authorizing Bergen County Cooperative Pricing System #11-BCCP; Contract Purchasing 

System Bid Number 23-46 ï Service Commodity: Roof Repair, Replacement & Maintenance 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25200.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25201.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25202.pdf
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the Bergen County Cooperative Pricing System and 

desires to use the Co-Op for the services of a roof replacement for the Hillsdale Public Library; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Bergen County Cooperative Pricing System (ID #11-BCCP), awarded to Northeast Roof 

Maintenance under the Co-Op Bid #23-46 for the service of a roof replacement; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale will be replacing the roof at the Hillsdale Public Library through  

 

Northeast Roof Maintenance 

649 Catherine Street 

Perth Amboy, New Jersey 08861 

 

Contract Period is December 6, 2023 through December 5, 2025; and 

 

    NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , that the Borough of Hillsdale authorizes the service of the roof 

replacement on the Hillsdale Public Library Building under the Bergen County Cooperative Pricing System ID 

#11-BCCP, Bid #23-46 under the county contract prices with the amount not to exceed one hundred two 

thousand four hundred forty-two dollars and no cents ($102,442.00). 

 
 

25203 Resolution Amending Resolution 25171 Authorizing the Award of a Non-Fair and Open Contract 

Quarterly Air Monitoring and Slam Bar Testing with Reporting at the Hillsdale Centennial Recreation 

Field with the Environmental Group/Environmental Investigations, LLC 

 

WHEREAS, on June 17, 2025, the Borough Council adopted Resolution 25171 which authorized a 

Non-Fair and Open Contract for Quarterly Air Monitoring & Slam Bar Testing with Reporting for the 

Centennial Recreation Field with the Environmental Group/Environmental Investigations, LLC; and 

WHEREAS, Resolution 25171 was anticipated not to exceed $13,965.00 per quarter for the above listed 

testing and reporting retroactive from January 1, 2025 through December 31, 2025; and 

WHEREAS, it is now necessary to amend Resolution 25171 to increase the not to exceed amount by 

$315.00 for a total not to exceed $14,280.00 to cover the actual cost of air monitoring and slam bar testing 

with reporting; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that 

Resolution No. 25171 is hereby amended to increase the contract price by $315.00 from $13,965.00 to 

$14,280.00 in order to cover the actual cost of the expense; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that except as amended herein, Resolution No.25171 shall remain in full force 

and effect; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of this action to be published once 

in the Ridgewood News. 
 

 

25204 Resolution Authorizing the Return of Unused Escrow Funds ï Block 1212 Lot 14 

 

WHEREAS, the following applications have been made to the Borough of Hillsdale for approvals and has since 

received such approval; and 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25203a.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25204.pdf
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WHEREAS, requests were made by the applicants to have any unused escrow funds be returned; and 

 

WHEREAS, it was reported by the Finance Department that a balance does remain in each of the listed 2025 General 

Trust Escrow Accounts below and funds may be refunded to each applicant; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, that the funds on 

deposit in the 2025 General Trust Account in connection with the properties listed below in Hillsdale, NJ 07642; be 

released/refunded by the Borough. 

 

BLOCK  LOT   DESCRIPTION   REFUND AMOUNT   PROJECT # 

1212  14  Refund Unused Escrow  $750.00  PSE0060002 
       

25205 Payment of Bills 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25205.pdf


Council Meeting 

July 8, 2025 

 

9 

 



Council Meeting 

July 8, 2025 

 

10 

 



Council Meeting 

July 8, 2025 

 

11 

 
 



Council Meeting 

July 8, 2025 

 

12 

 



Council Meeting 

July 8, 2025 

 

13 

 



Council Meeting 

July 8, 2025 

 

14 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Council Meeting 

July 8, 2025 

 

15 

 
 

 

 



Council Meeting 

July 8, 2025 

 

16 

 
 



Council Meeting 

July 8, 2025 

 

17 

 
 

 

 

 



Council Meeting 

July 8, 2025 

 

18 

 
 

 



Council Meeting 

July 8, 2025 

 

19 

 
 



Council Meeting 

July 8, 2025 

 

20 

 
 

 



Council Meeting 

July 8, 2025 

 

21 

 



Council Meeting 

July 8, 2025 

 

22 

 
 



Council Meeting 

July 8, 2025 

 

23 

 
 

 



Council Meeting 

July 8, 2025 

 

24 

 
 



Council Meeting 

July 8, 2025 

 

25 

 



Council Meeting 

July 8, 2025 

 

26 

 
 



Council Meeting 

July 8, 2025 

 

27 

 
 


