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Regular Meeting 
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Council Meeting Minutes 

April 9, 2024 

 

Mayor Sheinfield called the meeting to order with the open public meeting statement: 

This is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 9th day of April, 2024. Notice of the time and place 

of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Bergen Record; a copy was posted on the 

bulletin board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested parties. 

 

Borough Clerk Kohan took the roll call: 

Council President Escobar, Council Members Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Mayor Sheinfield 

(Borough Administrator Mike Ghassali, Borough Clerk Denise Kohan, Borough Attorney Mark Madaio) 

All were in attendance with Council President Escobar on Zoom. 

Please silence all cell phones. Please wait to be recognized by the Mayor during the Public Hearing and the Public 

Comment part of the meeting.  You will need to state your name and town of residence for the record. 

Borough Clerk Kohan led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
APPOINTMENTS/OATH OF OFFICE: 

 

Fire Department Full Members                        Mayor Michael Sheinfield 

 Matt Cuippa  

 

Motion to approve Lundy  Second Trochimiuk 

Ayes: Council President Escobar, Councilmember Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk 

Nays: none 

 
 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT (time limited to 3 minutes, items on the agenda only, one topic per speaker -please 

state your name and town of residence for the record) 

Mayor Sheinfield opened the initial public comment period.  Seeing no one wishing to address the mayor and 

Council, he closed this portion of the meeting. 

 
 

BUDGET RESOLUTIONS 

 

24126  Waiver of Reading in Full the 2024 Budget 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-8 permits that the Budget as advertised may be read by its title providing that at least 

one week prior to the date of the hearing a complete copy of the approved budget shall 

 

 a) be posted in a public place where public notices are customarily posted, and 

 b) is made available to each person requesting the same during said week and during the public hearing, 

and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has complied with the aforesaid requirements. 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24126.pdf


2 
Regular Meeting 

April 9, 2024 

 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Borough is hereby permitted to waive the reading in full, of the 

Municipal Budget for the year ending December 31, 2024. 

Motion Ruocco   Second  Lundy 

Ayes: Councilmember Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar 

Nays: none 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2024 MUNICIPAL BUDGET:@7:00 p.m. or as soon as possible thereafter 

as advertised 

 

Mayor Sheinfield added the following statement prior to opening the public hearing of the budget: 

 

If we didn’t spend a dime on new programs or services, our expenses would still go up. That’s because items 

like existing contracts and borough wages go up every year and those expenses need to be covered. 

 

We have five choices, three immediate, and two long term - for how we cover these built-in annual budget 

increases. One, we could cut services from other programs already deemed worthy of coverage. Examples of 

these programs are senior services, summer camp, and road improvements. Two, we could take money from our 

surplus which would otherwise be used for unanticipated expenses or emergencies. A potential drone study 

would have been funded from the surplus. Using surplus funds to fill budget gaps leaves Hillsdale financially 

vulnerable if an emergency should arise. Third, we could raise taxes to cover these built-in expenses. 

 

Over the longer term, municipalities can expand their tax base and save money for their residents by creating 

taxable properties. Our Economic Growth and Development Committee is focused on finding ways to grow and 

improve our tax base, economy, and business opportunities while also maintaining the character of our 

community, and I look forward to their proposals.  

 

Finally, we can execute shared service agreements with other municipalities, entities, and the county to create 

savings through synergies. In this regard, I am pleased to announce that the county should have their hi-speed 

fiber dropped outside borough hall by the end of the month. We are one of the first towns in Bergen County to 

enter into a hi-speed fiber shared service agreement, and I know our borough facilities are going to realize 

tangible savings from this program. We are also actively seeking shared service agreements with neighboring 

municipalities for our volunteer ambulance Corps. Getting a second rig would allow the Ambulance Corps to 

bill insurance companies each time our team responds to a call. The potential offset in savings for such a 

program could be dramatic. Let me reiterate, economic development and shared service agreements take time, 

and cannot be tapped into to meet our immediate economic needs. 

I thank the Finance Committee led by Budget Chairman Ruocco for their work. I thank the BA, Mike Ghassali 

for all the time and effort he put into this document. I thank our CFO, David Young, for his efforts. David, I am 

impressed with you more and more as time goes on and I’m so thankful for my predecessors who saw fit to 

bring you on board.  

 

2024 Municipal Budget 

2024 Budget Presentation  

 

Motion to open public hearing on the 2024 Municipal Budget Lundy  Second  Osso 

Ayes: Councilmember Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/FINAL_2024_Budget_Introduction(1).pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Summary_of_Budget_by_FinCom_Chair_(3).pdf
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Nays: none 

 

I will now open the meeting to the public.  If anyone desires to be heard regarding the 2024 Municipal Budget, 

please say your name and wait to be recognized, once recognized state your name and address for the record. 

 

Councilman Ruocco noted that while he intended to make his presentation to the residents on the budget at this 

time, he would forgo that opportunity given that it is accessible to the public via agenda link.  

 

Jonathan DeJoseph- Hillsdale 

In regards to two large increases that are noted in the budget presentation.  One is salary increases that went up 

by 6.7% and group medical insurance is up by 17%.  The State Medical Insurance cost is up 24%.  He would like 

to know how much of that increase is due to an increase in headcount. 

David Young, CFO for the Borough stated that we have about a 6 incremental head count in terms of full time 

people who are now receiving benefits, which account for a large part of the increase, but he will get that 

information to him through email.  Mayor Sheinfield asked if this was anticipated and the CFO responded that 

we added staff to the Police force and the DPW as well as we took some part-time employees and made them full 

time. 

 

I entertain a motion that the public hearing on be closed and that it be resolved that a copy of the 2024 Budget 

Introduction was available to the general public at the Hillsdale Free Public Library, Borough Hall and on-line. 

 

Motion to close public hearing on the 2024 Municipal Budget Trochimiuk  Second  Lundy 

Ayes: Councilmember Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy 

Nays: none 
 

MUNICIPAL BUDGET RESOLUTION 

 

24127  Adoption of the 2024 Municipal Budget 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the following statements of revenue and appropriations shall constitute the adopted Municipal 

Budget for the year 2024: 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24127a.pdf
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The Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale does hereby adopt the above as the Budget for the year 2024: 

 

Motion Lundy   Second  Trochimiuk 

 

Councilmember Osso asked if there was a consensus among the committee to support this budget?  Councilman 

Ruocco stated that there was a consensus to introduce the budget as it was presented but not to adopt.  

1.) GENERAL REVENUES

SURPLUS ANTICIPATED 08-100 3,870,000.00                 

MISCELLANEOUS REVENUE ANTICIPATED 13-099 3,784,929.25                 

RECEIPTS FROM ELINQUENT TAXES 15-499 370,000.00                    

2.) AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXES FOR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES 07-190 10,518,899.24              

3.) AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXES FOR TYPE I SCHOOL DISTRICTS 07-195 0

4.) AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXES FOR TYPE II SCHOOOL DISTRICTS 07-191 0

5.) AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXES MINIMUM LIBRARY TAX 07-192 750,235.00                    

TOTAL  REVENUES 13-299 19,294,063.49              

5.) GENERAL APPRORIATIONS:

WITHIN "CAPS"

(a & b) OPERATIONS INCLUDING CONTINGENT 34-201 11,621,055.59              

( e ) DEFERRED CHARGES AND STATUTORY EXPENDITURES 34-209 1,247,797.28                 

( g ) CASH DEFICIT 46-885 -                                   

EXCLUDED FROM "CAPS"

( a ) OPERATIONS - TOTAL OPERATIONS EXCLUDED FROM "CAPS" 34-305 2,616,793.72                 

( c ) CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS 44-999 2,600,000.00                 

( d ) MUNICIPAL DEBT SERVICE 45-999 302,397.59                    

( e ) DEFERRED CHARGES MUNICIPAL 46-999 131,019.31                    

( f ) JUDGEMENTS 37-480 -                                   

( g ) CASH DEFICIT 46-885 -                                   

( k ) FOR LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT PURPOSES 29-410 775,000.00                    

6. SCHOOL APPROPRIATIONS - TYPE I 07-195 -                                   

TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS 34-499 19,294,063.49              

SUMMARY OF REVENUES

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS
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Councilmember Lundy stated that throughout the budget process and through several finance committee meetings 

she believed that there was a consensus to introduce but not adopt. There may been a few items in particular that 

were not brought up during the discussions nor were there any alternatives offered for those items that were 

objectionable. 

 

Seeing no other councilmembers looking to add to the discussion, Mayor Sheinfield added the following 

statement: 

 

The budget now up for consideration is the most important resolution we will deliberate all year. It’s a statement 

about who we are, and what we prioritize.  It’s a vision for what we want Hillsdale to look like several years 

down the road. 

 

Everyone up on this dais should and will be held accountable for how we address the budget. Let me make a 

blanket statement that I think we can all agree upon; No one anywhere in Hillsdale, including every member of 

this governing body, is going to agree with everything contained in the 2024 budget.  

 

With that said, the residents of Hillsdale have the right to expect their mayor and council to come together to 

create a sound vision for our community. That vision is reflected in, and by this budget. We are elected to make 

tough decisions; to prioritize certain projects; and even delay others as the economics of the day might require.  

 

People have asked me if I’ll support the budget if it raises taxes to pay for things the council did last year when I 

wasn’t in this position. In fact, three members of the governing body had no vote on anything that happened in 

2023 because said members were either not in their current roles, or not here at all. I won’t play politics with 

something as important as our fiscal stability. I won’t abdicate my responsibility by simply saying prior councils 

created the current situation, and then refuse to support a budget which raises taxes or cuts services to make up 

for what was done in the past. We deal with the world as it is, not as we want it to be. 

 

When driving, we quickly glance in the rearview mirror to see what’s behind us, and to act if a dangerous 

situation is heading in our direction. But we spend most of our time looking ahead through our large front 

windshield. If we only focus on what’s behind us, we are certain to get into an accident as we move forward. 

 

The ironic part of this situation is that the budget is referred to as “The Mayor’s Budget,” yet I’m shown it after 

it’s been worked on by the Finance Committee, the CFO, and the BA. I don’t even get a vote on it.  

 

That said, I support this budget, because it’s a sound package that focuses on our immediate needs while also 

being designed to look ahead several years to anticipate – as best as possible – where we’re likely to be.  

 

Ideally this budget will have unanimous support from the council. I say to my colleagues tonight that it’s not 

good enough to simply vote “no.” I will ask you what specific things you would change to make this a budget 

you could support. Don’t just tell us you want to cut taxes… we all want to cut taxes. Now is the time to speak 

up with specific proposals. I will say it a second time… we deal with the world as it is, not as we want it to be. 

 

Ayes: Councilmember Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy, Osso 

Nays: none 

Abstain: Ruocco 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Council members serve as liaisons to departments and committees in Hillsdale to provide the governing body and the public 

with an update on arising issues, actions considered, and actions taken within a given organization. 
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Liaisons are not expected to be intimately familiar with the granular issues being considered by committees and departments. 

The people responsible for such information are the B.A. and the internal head of the department or committee. 

Should anyone have questions requiring an in-depth response, and the council person is not comfortable providing the 

answer, I will direct the B.A. to provide a response. If an answer cannot be immediately ascertained, it will be the 

responsibility of the B.A. to speak to relevant parties and provide the person making the inquiry with a timely response. The 

B.A. will then report back his findings to the mayor, council, and public at the next public meeting. 

 

Councilman – Justin Fox  

Commended the DPW for getting the fields ready for Opening Day. They did an excellent job. 

 

Councilwoman - Abby Lundy  

Saturday is the Seedling Distribution at the Train Station.  In case of inclement weather, it will be held at the 

library. As a note, on April 13th all critical care is being diverted to the new Valley Hospital in Ridgewood. 

 

Councilman – Clemente Osso  

Spoke with the Local School Superintendent, Robert Lombardy and there will be a Special Election on 

September 17th to vote on the school referendum for George White School.  Recreation Commission met last 

night.  There are several grants available under Jake’s Law. 

HBSA did a great job on Opening Day. The DPW did a great job on the fields.  Dan Conte filed paperwork for 

some Open Space Grants for Beechwood Park.  The Summer Camp Registration is in full swing.  2 of the 

camps are sold out.  They are looking for ways to increase capacity.  Look for the brochure that was distributed 

through the Recreation Department that shows all the programs that are available.   

Summer Concerts will begin on June 25th at 7:00 pm featuring the North Jersey Concert Band playing movie 

night music. 

 

Councilwoman – Janetta Trochimiuk  

The Library Committee met Monday.  Its National Library week April 8-April 13th.  The library opened a 

community seed library.  Donations have been made by residents and a seed company.  No library card is 

needed.  A new laminating machine is available for a small fee.  Lois Rouchfond is holding an informal 

reception in support of her watercolor exhibit on April 13 from 2:00-4:00 pm. 

 

Borough Administrator Ghassali announced that we have a new business in town, Numi Nails and Spa located 

321 Broadway Avene.  The renovation work in the Police Department is complete.  We are waiting on the 

furniture that is due to be delivered on April 24th.  The Lobby construction will also be completed at this time.  

He thanked David Young and the staff for the completion of such a solid budget.  We have high caliber staff 

with strong backgrounds and we are on good footings moving forward. 

 

ORDINANCES: 

24-09 (Introduction) 

An Ordinance Amending Chapter 71, “Swimming Pool Commission” of the Borough Code to Modify 

Section 71-3- “Meetings” and to Modify 71-3(C) 

 

WHEREAS, after review of the Swimming Pool Commission (hereinafter “Pool Commission”) Code 

of the Borough of Hillsdale (hereinafter the “Borough”), the Pool Commission has voted to approve at their 

meeting on November 8, 2023 to revise their Code; and 

 

WHEREAS, Chapter 71 of the Borough of Hillsdale Ordinance entitled “Swimming Pool 

Commission” includes ten Sections: §71-1 “Establishment.”, §71-2 “Members.”, §71-3 “Meetings”, §71-4 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24-09_b(I).pdf
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“General Powers and Duties.”, §71-5 “Powers and duties: development, rules and fees.”, §71-6 “Annual 

budget.”, §71-7 “Purchases; municipal costs.”, §71-8 “Financial records.”, §71-9 “Personnel.”, and §71-10 

“Powers reserved.” ; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Pool Commission desires to modify section §71-3(C) regarding Meetings; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

Chapter 71, Swimming Pool Commission, § 71-3 “Meetings”, of the Borough Code is hereby amended 

to read as follows in its entirety: 

 

§ 71-3. Meetings 

 The Commission shall meet (at the Borough Hall or the Stony Brook facility 12 regular monthly meetings) 

in each calendar year in accordance with applicable state and municipal regulations, ordinances and statutes. At 

is organizational meeting, it shall: 

 

A. Determine the date and hour of its regular meetings.  

 

B. Elect from among its members a Chairperson and a Vice Chairperson.  

 

C. Appoint a Secretary, who need not be a member of the Commission; who shall among his or her 

duties keep minutes, which shall be filed with the Borough Clerk within a reasonable amount of 

time after Commission’s approval.  

 

D. Adopt bylaws regulating its internal organization and the conduct of its meetings.  

 

In the event that any word, phrase, clause, section or provision of this Ordinance is found by any Court of 

competent jurisdiction to be unenforceable, illegal or unconstitutional, such word, phrase, clause or provision 

shall be severable from the balance of this Ordinance and the remainder of this Ordinance shall remain in full 

force and effect. 

 

All Ordinances of parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies 

only. 

 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication as provided by Law. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 24-09 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a Meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 Hillsdale 

Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on May 7, 2024 and at said time and place all persons interested will be given 

an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said 

ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice of its introduction 

and of the time and place, when and where said ordinance would be considered for final passage. 
 

Motion Lundy   Second  Trochimiuk 

Councilmember Ruocco stated that the change in this ordinance is only to delete three words  and replaced them 

with nine words. This change removes an unreasonable deadline that currently exists in the code that mandates 

minutes are due to the clerk 10 days after the meeting.  He disagrees with the statement that says they have a 
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reasonable amount of time to produce the minutes.  He gave suggestions as to what he feels would be more 

appropriate.  He feels that we are moving in the wrong direction if we want to encourage these different groups 

to actually produce their minutes. He found the posting of pool committee minutes to be unreasonably tardy on 

occasion. He preferred a specific deadline, suggesting they be posted after the subsequent meeting during which 

they are normally approved. 

Councilmember Lundy does not feel that this is an attempt to not publish the minutes, moreover to thwart the 

request of minutes in an unreasonable amount of time. This will allow the Commission to not be stuck to a very 

strict timetable.  In summary, this ordinance says that minutes from the Commission will be posted within a 

reasonable period of time.  The original ordinance said minutes would be available within 10 days of the meeting, 

which is impossible because the minutes are not approved until the next meeting.  Borough Attorney Madaio 

added that this standard doesn’t exist under the Open Public Meetings Act for even Council Meeting minutes. His 

summary is why would the Pool Commission be held to a higher standard than the council?  He was asked to 

change it to a reasonable period of time from the original 10 days.  This request came from the Pool Commission 

who voted on this change. 

Councilmember Ruocco stated that he is the one who has been requesting these minutes because he has waited 2 

months for minutes to be produced.  Councilmember Lundy stated that she is not inclined to hold volunteers to a 

higher standard and how it is written now is fine.   

 

Ayes: Councilmember Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy, Osso 

Nays: Ruocco 

 

Any requested modifications should be passed onto the Administrator prior to adoption. 

 

24-10 (Introduction) 

An Ordinance to Provide for and Determine the Maximum Rate, Amount and Method of Payment of 

Compensation to Persons Holding Certain Office and Positions of Employment in the Borough of 

Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey 

 
 BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, in the County of Bergen, and State of 

New Jersey as follows: 

 

 SECTION 1.  The rate of compensation of persons holding any of the hereafter named offices and positions of 

employment, which compensation shall be on an annual basis unless otherwise specified, is hereby fixed and determined to 

be up to the maximum as set opposite the title of each of the hereinafter named offices and positions of employment.  

Whenever there shall be set forth a minimum and or maximum rate of compensation the employee or officer shall be 

compensated at an annual rate within such range. 

 

 SECTION 2.  Each employee set forth in this Section may be entitled to receive a maximum annual compensation 

as set forth below. 

 

  TITLE MAXIMUM  
1 Mayor $                           13,000.00     
2 Councilmembers $                            10,000.00  
3 Police Chief $                         220,000.00  
4 Police Captain $                         200,000.00   
5 Police Lieutenant $                         180,000.00  

6 Borough Administrator  $                         150,000.00   
7 Borough Clerk $                         120,000.00  

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24-10_(I).pdf
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8 Qualified Purchasing Agent - Stipend $                           15,000.00  

9 Certified Municipal Financial Officer  $                         150,000.00    
10 Tax Collector $                           30,000.00  

11 Assistant Manager - Finance $                           75,000.00   
12 Tax Assessor $                           30,000.00  
13 Finance Assistant - Accounts Payable -per hour $                                  32.00  
14 Confidential Administrative Assistant-per hour $                                  32.00  

15 Executive Assistant-per hour $                                  32.00  
16 Municipal Housing Liaison Stipend $                             5,000.00  

17 Superintendent of Public Works $                         140,000.00   
18 Licensed Sewer Operator - Stipend $                              7000.00   
19 DPW – General Assignment $                         100,000.00  

20 DPW - Foreman $                         100,000.00  

21 DPW – Head Mechanic $                         100,000.00  

22 Secretary – Dept of Public Works - hourly $                                  32.00  

23 Class III Police Officers - hourly $                                  70.00  
24 Fire Official $                           15,000.00  

25 Inspector for Continuing Certificate of Inspection $                             6,000.00  

26 Community - Seniors Activity Director $                           20,000.00   
27 Social Services Liaison $                           20,000.00  

28 Recreation Director $                           80,000.00   
29 Recreation Assistant – per hour $                                  32.00  
30 Construction Official $                           30,000.00   
31 Building Sub-Code Official $                           30,000.00   
32 Building Sub-Code Official Vehicle Allowance $                             1,000.00   
33 Zoning Official-per hour $                                  50.00                                 

34 
Planning Board Secretary-includes preparing 

minutes-per meeting 
$                                100.00 

 
35 OEM Coordinator $                             5,000.00   

36 OEM Deputy Coordinator $                             5,000.00   
37 Borough Temporary or Per-Diem Worker $                                  50.00  

38 DPW Seasonal or Per-Diem Worker $                                100.00  

39 Technical Asst – Building Dept-per hour $                                  37.00  

40 Fire Sub-Code Official $                           14,000.00  

41 Electrical Inspector $                           19,500.00  
42 Plumbing Inspector $                           20,500.00  

43 Fire Inspector-per hour $                                  32.00  
    

SECTION 3.  If an employee performed a unique assignment of exceptional value to the Borough requiring significant time 

and effort in addition to his/her usual responsibilities, the Borough Council may grant a bonus not to exceed $5,000 to this 

employee. 
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SECTION 4.  The compensation fixed and determined by this Ordinance for the persons holding the respective offices and 

positions of employment herein named, shall, except as otherwise provided by statute, ordinance or resolution, be in lieu of 

all other fees, costs and charges received and collected by such offices and employees shall remit such funds promptly to 

the Borough Treasurer. 

 

SECTION 5.  All ordinances and resolutions inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed as to 

such inconsistencies. 

 

SECTION 6.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage (in accordance with state law), approval (in 

accordance with state law), and publication of notice thereof as required by law. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 24-10 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a Meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 Hillsdale 

Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on May 7, 2024 and at said time and place all persons interested will be given 

an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said 

ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice of its introduction 

and of the time and place, when and where said ordinance would be considered for final passage. 
 

Motion Lundy   Second  Ruocco 

Ayes: Council President Escobar, Councilmember Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk 

Nays: none 

 

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): 24128 through 24133: 

 

24128 Resolution Authorizing the Signing of a Right-Of-Way and Indemnity Agreement Between 

Veolia Water New Jersey, Inc., the Borough of Hillsdale, and the Hillsdale Volunteer Fire 

Department at the Woodcliff Lake Reservoir 

   

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale (hereinafter the “Borough”) and the Hillsdale Volunteer Fire 

Department (hereinafter the “Fire Department”) have requested permission for themselves, and their respective 

invitees, agents, servants, volunteers, and members to enter the lands and waterways of Veolia Water New Jersey, 

Inc., (hereinafter “Veolia”) situated in the Borough of Woodcliff Lake, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, 

identified as the Woodcliff Lake Reservoir (hereinafter the “Property”) ; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the purpose of this Agreement is so that the Fire Department can conduct periodic water 

rescue drills and training (excluding ice rescue) throughout the year beginning May 1, 2024, and ending on 

December 31, 2024; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is in receipt of the Right-of-Entry and Indemnity Agreement (hereinafter the 

“Agreement”) with Veolia, the owner of the Property; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of entering into the Agreement with Veolia commencing on May 1, 

2024, for the Property and said terms of the Agreement are attached hereto and made a part hereof.  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes Mayor Michael Sheinfield to sign said Right-of-Entry 

and Indemnity Agreement with Veolia Water New Jersey Inc., with a proposed commencement date of May 1, 

2024, and to take any and all other appropriate steps necessary to effectuate the purposes of said document. 

 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24128.pdf
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24129  Resolution to Cancel Capital Balances 

 
WHEREAS, certain Capital Improvement Authorization balances remain dedicated to projects which have been 
completed; and 
 
WHEREAS, the balances are no longer necessary for the purpose originally created, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that the following 
balances of unexpended Capital Improvement Authorizations be cancelled as follows: 
 

 
 

 

24130  Resolution – Chapter 159 – Recycling Tonnage Grant 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S. 40A:4-87 provides that the Director of the Division of Local Government Services may 

approve the insertion of any special item of revenue in the budget of any county or municipality when such item 

shall have been made available by law and the amount thereof was not determined at the time of the adoption of 

the budget, and 

 

WHEREAS, said Director may also approve the insertion of an item of appropriation for an equal amount, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has received a Recycling Tonnage Grant in the amount of $6,559.84 and 

wishes to amend its 2024 budget to include this amount as a revenue, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale hereby 

requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the insertion of an item of revenue 

from: 

 

  Miscellaneous Revenues: 

  Special Items of General Revenue Anticipated with Prior Written 

  Consent of Director of Local Government Services - Public and 

  Private Revenues Offset with Appropriations: 

Recycling Tonnage Grant 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a like sum of $6,559.84 be and the same is hereby appropriated under the 

caption of:   

 

  General Appropriations: 

  (A)  Operations - Excluded from “CAPS” 

  Public and Private Appropriations Offset by Revenues: 

Ordinance 

Number
Description Unexpended Improvement 

Autorization Balance to Cancel Db Cr

16-11 Municipal Building Improvements $2,300.00 IAF FB

1907 Various Public Improvements and Acquisitions $4,950.00 IAF FB

22-12  Various Public Improvements and Acquisitions $3,524.62 IAF CIF

23-12  Various Public Improvements and Acquisitions $12,269.23 IAF FB

17-08 Various Capital Improvements $9,205.79 IAF CIF

TOTAL CAPITAL 32,249.64$                       

GENERAL CAPITAL

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24129.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24130.pdf
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Recycling Tonnage Grant 

      Other Expenses -     $6,559.84 

    

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk forward an electronic copy of this resolution to the 

Director of Local Government Services. 

 

 

24131 Resolution Updating Resolution 24050 – Authorizing the Transfer of the Borough of Hillsdale’s 

Local Welfare Board to the County of Bergen Social Services  
 

WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey funds a General Assistance Program which is administered at the local level 

in the Borough of Hillsdale (hereinafter the “Borough”) by the Local Welfare Board and the Director of Welfare pursuant 

to N.J.S.A. 44:8-107 et seq.; and 

WHEREAS, the Director of the Welfare Board has served as the Director of Welfare and administrative officer of 

the Local Welfare Board, through which she has administered; and 

WHEREAS, the Director of the Local Welfare Board has recently resigned from her position, also leaving a vacancy 

in the statutory position of Director of Welfare; and  

WHEREAS, as a result of this vacancy, the Borough investigated the feasibility of transferring the Local Welfare 

Board to the Bergen County Board of Social Services for administration; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 44:8-145.1, the Borough may, by mutual agreement with Bergen County, transfer 

to the Bergen County Board of Social Services the financial and operational responsibility for the administration of the 

Local Welfare Board under N.J.S.A. 44:8-107 et seq. to the Borough’s residents; and 

WHEREAS, in the event of a transfer, also pursuant to said statute the municipal welfare agency is to be abolished 

and its functions, powers, and duties transfers to the Bergen County Board of Social Services no later than the 60th date after 

the effective date of the transfer; and  

WHEREAS, the Governing Body finds that it is in the best interest of the municipality and its residents to transfer 

the Local Welfare Board in the Borough to the Bergen County Board of Social Services; and  

WHEREAS, there shall be no cost to the Borough, and the effective date of the transfer shall be  June 1, 2024, to 

ensure there is no disruption in services.   

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

 1.  The Mayor, Clerk, Administrator, and such other officials and employees as may be appropriate are hereby 

authorized and directed to transfer the Borough of Hillsdale’s Local Welfare Board to the Bergen County Board of Social 

Services in accordance with the applicable statues and regulations and this Resolution, the transfer taking effect on June 1, 

2024, including but not limited to the following: 

 

a. The Borough shall send all open cases a letter informing residents that their Welfare cases will be 

administered by the Bergen County Board of Social Services.  

 

b. The Borough shall make appropriate arrangements to transfer the physical files of the open and any pending 

cases in the Borough to the Bergen County Board of Social Services.  

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24131.pdf
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 2. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute any agreement as may be required by 

law with the Bergen County Board of Social Services necessary to effectuate the transfer as described in this Resolution.  

 

24132  Payment of Bills 

 

 
 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24132.pdf
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24133  Resolution Authorizing Refund of Tax Overpayment – 197 Lincoln Avenue Block 1625 Lot 6 

 
WHEREAS, Michael Nelson sent a 1st quarter 2024 tax payment for his grandmother Lena M. Carn, 197 Lincoln 

Avenue, Block 1625, Lot 6 and PHH Mortgage Services had also submitted payment, and; 

 

WHEREAS, Michael Nelson has requested the overpayment be sent back to him and; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale authorize the Tax 

Collector to refund the following taxes:   

 

 

Block 1625, Lot 6 

197 Lincoln Avenue       $ 2,761.39 

 

  

TOTAL TO BE REFUNDED:      $ 2,761.39 

           

Refund to:  Michael Nelson 

1633 N Francisco Ave 

Unit G 

Chicago, IL  60647       

 

Motion Ruocco  Second  Trochimiuk 

Ayes: Councilmember Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar 

Nays: none 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: (time limited to 3 minutes any topic-please state your name and town of residence for the record) 

Bill Drummond – Hillsdale 

Presented his facts regarding the Tandy Property located at 810, 820, 830 Hillsdale Avenue.  Soil testing was 

completed on this property which resulted in the findings of contamination.  The property was recently sold to 

N Square in a private sale in October 2023.  In 2024 soil testing was being done by the current owner.  He is 

trying to acquire the OSI report that is supposedly in existence for this property but has not been successful.  He 

is worried as to building on this property and what it will do the to the wetlands and his property.  Borough 

Administrator Ghassali no permits or requests have been given to the Borough for this property.  Before 

anything is done, this is required but as of today, nothing has been received. 

 

Chris Camp – Hillsdale 

He thanked everyone for their work on the budget this year.  There was more deliberation on pool minutes than 

the discussion on the budget.  The public would be interested to know the risks of this budget that might pose to 

the residents.  He would like to know what could impact the budget in the future. This would be of more interest 

to him for the future. 
 

COUNCIL COMMENTARIES:  

Councilmember Ruocco stated that he attended the BCLM where Joe Burgess spoke regarding newly adopted 

Affordable Housing legislation.  Burgess indicated the almost impossible task of meeting its deadlines .  A copy 

of Mr. Burgess handout was given to the Administrator to distribute. 

He agrees with the mayor’s comments about needing to move forward with the budget. He abstained from the 

budget, although it is technically sound and addressing the Council majority’s desires, it raised aspects to him 

that were troubling regarding appropriations that are contained in the budget for certain projects and the 

implications for future tax increases. He thanked all the members of the Finance Committee and the CFO and 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24133.pdf
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the Administrator.  From a technical perspective this is a sound budget that will allow us to move forward with 

the goals that this council wants to achieve.  Mayor Sheinfield asked if his concerns were brought up to the 

committee and he said that they were.  To question one’s motives is not to be accepted here on the dais.   

 

Councilmember Osso was not involved in the budget discussions.  He had an opportunity to go through the 

budget with the CFO and felt that it was a sound budget.  Within this budget, we have an opportunity to invest 

in our town and our fields.  This is important to our town.  There was not a lot of money spent on the fields in 

the last few years and this will allow us to do that.  He would like to talk to Councilman Ruocco offline and 

gain more information as to why he abstained on the budget. 

 

Councilmember Trochimiuk – as a member of the Finance Committee she said if she had to pinpoint what the 

committee didn’t agree on would be the fields.  Most of those on the dais want to move ahead with the fields, 

but there are some people that do not. She thanked the CFO and the other committee members and the 

Administrator.  This is a great budget to do the things that we want to do for the town infrastructure.  Westwood 

Cinema is showing the Joan D’Alessandro Story at the theater April 25th.  She announced her daughter is getting 

married this Saturday in the Dominican Republic and wished then health peace and happiness. 

 

Council President Escobar thanked the CFO, BA and the Finance Committee for their work on a very sound 

budget.  

 

Councilmember Fox thanked the DPW for their hard work for Opening Day.  He thanked the Finance 

Committee the CFO and the Administrator for making a sound budget.  He is baffled and puzzled why the 

Finance Committee Chair who crafted the budget then abstained on it without explanation. Point of Order was 

called by Councilmember Ruocco for questioning the motives of existing councilmembers.  Councilmember 

Fox replied that there was no question there, just a comment. 

 

Councilmember Lundy thanked our CFO, our BA and the Finance Committee.  She is proud of this budget.  It 

increased our public safety by increasing our police force.  It appropriates funds for full time paid EMTS for the 

full year, it adds fire equipment, replaces our flood siren and other safety equipment.  This budget weighs 

heavily on public safety.  It also allocates funds for our much-needed field improvements.  It allows use to 

continue in the manner in which we said we would be going. She ended with wishing our Mayor a Happy 

birthday. 

Administrator Ghassali added that having worked on budget he stated this a sound budget.  The budget is two 

parts one is maintaining the operation of Borough Hall. The second is actually planning for the future.  He did 

hope for a unanimous vote but he is still pleased. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Motion to adjourn Lundy  Second  Trochimiuk 

Ayes: Councilmember Lundy, Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox 

Nays: none 

 

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE 

TUESDAY, MAY 7, 2024 
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Denise Kohan, Municipal Clerk  

                           _____________________________ 

               

                             APPROVED AS PRESENTED 

 


