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Mayor Sheinfield called the meeting to order with Robert Lombardy and Justin Saxon leading the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  
 

Mayor Sheinfield read the Open Public Meeting Statement stating this is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough 

Council on this 14th day of May, 2024. Notice of the time and place of this meeting has been provided to The 

Ridgewood News and The Bergen Record; a copy was posted on the bulletin board outside of this meeting room 

and provided to any interested parties. 

Please silence all cell phones. Please wait to be recognized by the Mayor during the Public Hearing and the Public 

Comment part of the meeting.  You will need to state your name and town of residence for the record. 

 

Borough Clerk Kohan took roll call - Council President Escobar absent, Council Member Trochimiuk absent, 

Mayor Sheinfield (Borough Administrator Mike Ghassali, Borough Clerk Denise Kohan, Borough Attorney Mark 

Madaio) 

 

Mayor Sheinfield read a portion of the Proclamation in observance of this week being Department of Public 

Works week. 

Department of Public Works Week             

 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT (time limited to 3 minutes, items on the agenda only, one topic per speaker -please 

state your name and town of residence for the record) 

 

Mayor Sheinfield opened the initial public comment period, seeing no one wishing to address the mayor and 

council, he closed this portion of the meeting. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

Local School Superintendent Robert Lombardy and Board of Education President Justin Saxon appeared before 

the Mayor and council and gave an overview of the upcoming referendum for the renovation of the George 

White Middle School. The flyer below was made available to the public: 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/DPW_Week_Proclamation(1).pdf
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Superintendent Lombardy reviewed that the original referendum was defeated in March 2023 for construction 

of a new middle school.  The BOE held public collaborative meetings to look at different options for the next 

proposal.  In February the Board submitted a plan to the Department of Education for the Bond Referendum on 

September 17, 2024.  This will include a full renovation of the George White School. There will be 2 questions 

on the referendum. Question one will cover the reconstruction of the multi-purpose room, the addition of two 

additional classrooms as well as the cost for temporary classrooms during the renovation process.  Question 2 

will include an addition of a two-story wing which will be comprised of about 6 classrooms.  They are currently 

waiting for a ñPECò Letter which is a Preliminary Expected Cost which will show how much state aid they 

could receive if successful.  The school is projected to see an increase of about 60 in the next 5 years students 

based on a study that was completed 2 years ago and the classroom increase will be able to accommodate this. 

The option to redo the field will not be on the ballot as the student will be in modular classrooms on that area.  

Estimates for a turf filed put the cost at about 1.5 million dollars. 

Councilmember Lundy added that while the scope of the referendum has changed, the cost for the prior 

referendum was payments at 30 years now with doing the renovation it is now at 20 years which in turn will 

come out to the same cost had the school been rebuilt. Both Lombardy and Saxon agreed with this statement. 

Mayor Sheinfield stated that when you do projects of this magnitude, you usually build in some protection and 

Robert Lombardy stated that for this project its about 7-9% in terms of contingency.  They do however expect a 

lot of unknowns when you are doing a renovation of this age of a building. 

A website has been dedicated to the school for this purpose and it can be found at 

www.hillsdaleschools.com/vote2024 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

 

Councilwoman Lundy  

Parks & Fields Committee met today with the Borough Administrator and the LSRP regarding Centennial Field.  

The plan for Centennial has been submitted to the DEP for comments in advance of applying for the minor 

disruption permit.  We anticipate about 2 months to hear back. 

Early registration for Stonybrook has ended and the Open House is this Saturday.  New members will receive a 

10% discount in addition, 5 consecutive year members are entitled to receive a free Guest Pass.  A lot of work 

has been completed on the pools and on the grounds and offices and next week the parking lot will be sealed 

and painted. 

She and members of the Environmental Commission and meet with the BA and the Code Official to review the 

Tree Ordinance.  This will be presented to the council shortly. The annual seedling distribution was held and 

approximately 54 residents came for the event. In recognition of Arbor Day, trees were planted at the 3 local 

schools.  She and Mayor Sheinfield and Councilman Osso attended this event and the Chair of EC, Fred Rubel.  

On June 15th there will be a Styrofoam drive at the DPW for Hillsdale Residents only. This will help determine 

if there is a need to have this drive more often. Finally, the funds that were awarded with the ANJEC Grant, the 

EC has designed signs for along the Beechwood Trail that identifies items throughout the trail.  The next Senior 

Lunch is tomorrow at St. Johns.  Mayor Sheinfield asked how the numbers were for the early registration at the 

pool, but at this time those numbers are not available. 

 

Councilman Osso  

Thanked Superintendent Robert Lombardy and Board of Ed President Justin Saxon for attending the meeting 

tonight and keeping us updated. Residents have the opportunity to become educated on the renovation in the 

coming months.  If it doesnôt pass then there will have to be another course of action. 
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Borough Administrator ï Mike Ghassali 

The paving of Magnolia is on schedule to begin this year.  We have to complete this because the grant expires 

this year and we do not want to lose the funds. 

The renovation at Borough Hall and the Police Station is almost complete.  We plan on having an Open House 

on June 7th for residents to come in and see the changes. 

Mayor Sheinfield had a concern about where teachers will park during the paving but the Administrator said he 

will keep in touch with the school once we get closer. 

 

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): 24160 through 24169: 

24160 Resolution Confirming the Borough of Hillsdale Membership to Participate in a Cooperative 

Pricing System with Omnia Partners 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is required to purchase goods and services pursuant to the New Jersey 

Local Public contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. (the ñLPCLò); and 

 

WHEREAS, the LPCL was amended pursuant to P.L. 2011, c. 139, to permit local contracting units, including 

the Borough, to utilize national cooperative contracts as a method of procurement under the LPCL; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has been a member of OMNIA Partners Cooperative Pricing System since 

2012 and is eligible to take advantage of contracting, when advantageous through such entity; and 

 

WHEREAS, OMNIA Partners hereinafter is referred to as the ñLead Agencyò has authorized and confirmed that 

the Borough of Hillsdale is a member and can participate in a Registered Cooperative Pricing System for the 

purchase of goods and services; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

 

TITLE  

This resolution shall be known as and may be cited as the Omnia Partners Cooperative Pricing System between 

the Borough of Hillsdale and Omnia Partners. 

 

AUTHORITY  

Pursuant to the provisions of P.L. 2011, c.139, the Purchasing Agent is hereby authorized to enter into a 

Cooperative Pricing Agreement with the Lead Agency. 

 

CONTRACTING UNIT  

The Lead Agency shall be responsible for complying with the provisions of the Local Public Contract Law 

(N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) and all other provisions of the revised statutes of the State of New Jersey. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED , this resolution was approved by the Borough of Hillsdale Council and shall take effect on 

May 14, 2024. 

 

24161 Resolution Appointing Lucy Kabous to the Position of Full Time Administrative Assistant 
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has a need for a full-time Administrative Assistant; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Lucy Kabous has met all of the requirements for the position of full-time Administrative 

Assistant; and  

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24160.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24161.pdf
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 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale desires to appoint Lucy Kabous to the position full-time 

Administrative Assistant at a yearly rate not to exceed $45,000.00, effective July 8, 2024; and    

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County 

of Bergen, State of New Jersey that Lucy Kabous is hereby appointed to the position full-time Administrative 

Assistant, effective July 8, 2024. 

 
 

24162 Resolution to Approve the Plenary Retail Consumption License Renewal for 4 Palms LLC 

(A/K/A The Cornerstone) of Hillsdale for 2024-2025 
 

WHEREAS, The Municipal Clerk is submitting the following Plenary Retail Consumption License 

Renewal Application for renewal approval for the license renewal term of 2024-2025; 

 

 Lic# 0227-33-007-014  4 Palms LLC   84-88 Broadway 

      (A/K/A The Cornerstone) 

      

 WHEREAS, The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, has no objection to the renewal of this 

license and is not aware of any circumstances that would prohibit the renewal of said license. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to sign and 

deliver said license on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale. 

 

 

24163 Resolution Hiring Temporary Seasonal Laborer Joe Lamparillo ï Department of Public Works 
 

WHEREAS, there exists a need for a Temporary Seasonable Laborer within the Borough of Hillsdale Department 

of Public Works; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Joe Lamparillo meets the requirements to fill the position at the Department of Public Works; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  by the Mayor and Council Borough that Joe Lamparillo is hereby 

appointed to the position of Temporary Seasonal Laborer in the Department of Public Works, effective May 8, 

2024 until approximately September 30, 2024 at a rate of $18.00 per hour and not to exceed 40 hours per week. 

 

Councilmember Lundy pulled resolution 24164 to vote on separately. 

 

 

24165 Resolution Prohibiting the Use of Centennial Field Until 9:00 am on Sunday Mornings 
   

  

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale utilizes an athletic field known as Centennial Field (hereinafter the ñFieldò); 

and  
 

 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Governing Body desire to maximize the use and enjoyment of the Field, 

while minimizing the noise and disruption affecting area residents; and 

 

 WHEREAS, to this end, the Governing Body desires to limit sporting/athletic activities at Centennial 

Field on Sunday mornings until 9:00 AM. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24162.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24163.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24165.pdf
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED  that it is the Policy of Hillsdale that: 

1. No sporting/athletic activities of any type take place at Centennial Field on Sunday mornings until 

9:00 AM.  

2. The DPW Superintendent shall post signs at Centennial Field stating this policy/rule as necessary.  

3. The Hillsdale Police Department is instructed to enforce this Resolution under applicable sections of 

Borough Ordinances.  

 

24166 Resolution Hiring Temporary Seasonal Laborer Justin Ramierz ï Department of Public Works 

WHEREAS, there exists a need for a Temporary Seasonable Laborer within the Borough of Hillsdale Department 

of Public Works; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Justin Ramierz meets the requirements to fill the position at the Department of Public Works; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  by the Mayor and Council Borough that Justin Ramierz is hereby 

appointed to the position of Temporary Seasonal Laborer in the Department of Public Works, effective April 22, 

2024 until approximately December 31, 2024 at a rate of $18.00 per hour and not to exceed 40 hours per week. 
 

 

24167 Resolution Authorizing the Tax Collector to Process Third Quarter Estimated Tax Bills, Due 

August 1, 2024 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to NJSA 54:4-66.2, which permits the Tax Collector to issue an estimated tax bill for the 

third installment of taxes in a calendar year when the tax rate has not yet been certified; and 

WHEREAS, the County Tax Board of Taxation has not certified the tax rate at this time and the Tax Collector 

will be unable to mail the tax bills on a timely basis; and 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector, in consultation with the Chief Financial Officer, has computed an estimate tax 

levy in accordance with NJSA 54:4-6.3; and 

WHEREAS, it is desirous of the Borough of Hillsdale to issue estimated tax bills for the third installment of 

taxes payable to the Borough in 2024 to ensure timely and consistent billings to the taxpayers; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough estimates a total Tax Levy of $54,273,400.15, and the estimated tax rate is set at 

$3.175, inclusive of the County, Local School, Regional School and Municipal Levies. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, in the County 

of Bergen and State of New Jersey on this 14th day of May 2024 that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and 

directed to process estimated tax bills for the third quarterly installment of 2024 taxes; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED  that, the third quarterly installment of 2024 taxes shall not be subject to 

interest until the later of August 10, 2024 or the twenty-fifth (25) calendar day after the date the estimated tax 

bills were mailed. The estimated tax bills shall contain a notice specifying the date on which interest may begin 

to accrue.  Certified copies of the resolution shall be filed with the New Jersey Division of Local Government 

Services and with the Bergen County Board of Taxation. 

 

Councilmember Lundy pulled resolution 24168 to vote on separately. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24166.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24167a.pdf
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Councilmember Ruocco pulled resolution 24169 to vote on separately. 

 

Motion Lundy Second Ruocco 

Ayes: Fox, Lundy, Osso, Ruocco 

Nays: none 

Absent: Escobar, Trochimiuk 

 

OFF-CONSENT: 

24164 Payment of Bills 

 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24164.pdf
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