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Regular Meeting 

June 11, 2024 

 

Council Meeting Minutes 

June 11, 2024 

 

Mayor Sheinfield read the Open Public Meeting Statement ñThis is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council 

on this 11th day of June, 2024. Notice of the time and place of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood 

News and The Bergen Record; a copy was posted on the bulletin board outside of this meeting room and provided 

to any interested parties. 

Please silence all cell phones. Please wait to be recognized by the Mayor during the Public Hearing and the Public 

Comment part of the meeting.  You will need to state your name and town of residence for the record.ò The 

mayor then invited a young audience member to lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Borough Clerk Kohan took roll call - Council President Escobar, Council Members Fox (entered during the 

closed session), Lundy, Osso - absent, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Mayor Sheinfield (Borough Administrator Mike 

Ghassali, Borough Clerk Denise Kohan, Borough Attorney Mark Madaio) 

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION: 

24195  To provide for a meeting not open to the public in accordance with the provisions of the New 

Jersey Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 ï Borough Personnel/Police/DPW 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale is subject to certain requirements of the Open 

Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 provides that an Executive Session not open to the 

public may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale to discuss in a session not open 

to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by and designated below:  

 

__ (1) Matters required by law to be confidential.  

     (2) Matters where the release of information would impair the right to receive funds. 

__ (3) Matters involving individual privacy ï  

     (4) Matters relating to collective bargaining ï  

     (5) Matters relating to the purchase, lease or acquisition of real property or the investment of public 

           funds.  

   _ (6) Matters relating to public safety and property ï  

X   (7) Matters relating to litigation, negotiations and the attorney-client privilege ï Borough Personnel/ 

Police/DPW 

      (8) Matters relating to the employment relationship ï  

___(9) Matters relating to the potential imposition of a penalty. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,  by the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale assembled in public 

session this date that an Executive Session closed to the public be and the same is hereby authorized for discussion 

of matters relating to the specified items designated above.  It is anticipated that the deliberations conducted in 

closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the Borough Council that the public 

interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality. 
 

 Motion Escobar   Second Ruocco 

 Ayes: Council President Escobar, Councilmember Lundy, Ruocco, Trochimiuk 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24195.pdf
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Nays: none 

Absent: Fox, Osso 

 

 

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING:  

Motion Ruocco   Second Trochimiuk 

Ayes: Councilmember Fox, Lundy, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar 

Nays: none 

Absent: Osso 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Council Meeting Minutes May 7, 2024 

 

Motion Ruocco  Second Lundy 

Ayes: Councilmember Lundy, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox 

Nays: none 

Absent: Osso 

 

Council Meeting Minutes May 14, 2024 (Absent Escobar, Trochimiuk) 

 

Motion Lundy  Second Ruocco 

Ayes: Councilmember Lundy, Ruocco, Council President Escobar 

Nays: none 

Abstain: Escobar, Trochimiuk 

Absent: Osso 

 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT  

Mayor Sheinfield opened the Initial Public Comment period of the meeting.  Seeing no one wishing to address 

the mayor and council, the mayor closed this portion of the meeting. 

 

PROFESSIONAL MONTHLY REPORTS: 

Borough Engineer Report ï June 2024                 Borough Engineer Nick Chelius 

 

Borough Engineer Nick Chelius summed up the Engineer Report for the month of May.  Paving projects are 

underway and they are in the process of putting together the NJDOT 2025 Grant which is due at the end of the 

month.  They are working on the design for the Melville Road paving this month. The FY2023 Grant is out to 

bid and due back on 6/18/24 for all of Magnolia Ave.  The 2024 Riverside Coop paving project is stopped at the 

moment due to a change order that is on the agenda tonight for a approval for the removal of sidewalks. Once 

this is approved, we will get back on the contractorôs schedule.  Plans for Centennial Field has been completed 

and sent over to the LSRP for submission to the DEP.  They have completed the survey work for the field 

portion of Memorial Field.  They are waiting on the full survey and the wish list from the Field Committee so 

they can begin the concept work.   

Councilwoman Trochimiuk questioned what process is or what is happening with the sidewalks on Piermont 

Avenue.  The Borough Engineer stated that the Riverside Co-op is a streamlined process and sidewalk removal 

is not a part of that co-op.  In order for the contractor to do this work, a change order had to be submitted by the 

contractor..  This was not part of the original contract, so this requires the approval of the council.  The 

Administrator added that this resolution is on for approval tonight.  The funds for this are being paid for by tax 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/June_2024_Engineering_Report.pdf
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payer dollars. Funds that the Borough received from the prior year from PSE&G to repair the roads that were 

tore up was not enough to cover all the roads that were disrupted by PSEG so Colliers prioritized the road work 

based on road condition ratings and they took the worse ones first.  The dead-end portion of Piermont will be 

paved, curbs will be installed and the sidewalks on the south side of the road (the dead-end portion of Piermont 

only).  The residents on that part of the street requested that the sidewalk be removed as there is no need for a 

sidewalk in that area.  Councilmember Lundy stated that this negotiation with PSE&G was done by a prior 

Borough Professional and would like to make sure that in the future it would be best that the contractor takes 

care of the issues rather than give the Borough money to take care of ourselves.  There wasnôt enough money to 

repair all that needed to be completed due to the rising costs of material and the Borough lost out.     

The Borough Engineer said it would be a good idea to have an ordinance that has a moratorium requirement if 

we donôt already.  He will look to see if the Borough has this. 

To clarify the work to be done, he summarized that the dead-end portion of Piermont is being paved curb to 

curb, new curbs are being installed and the sidewalks on the south side of this portion of Piermont are being 

removed and grass will be installed.  Riverside Co-op prioritizes paving because curbing is expensive. 

Councilman Ruocco looked for an updated on the Beechwood Bandshell from the Engineer.  The Engineer 

stated that Colliers is not part of the project as it was given to DMR by the prior administration. The 

administrator stated that DMR does not want to take on this project so the Administrator will find someone to 

handle this project. 

The Engineer recommends the Borough completing a road improvement study to assist in showing the roads 

that will likely need improvement in the next 5-10 years.   Councilman Ruocco recommends having this done so 

we could add this to the 2025 budget. The Engineering will prepare a proposal for this. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Councilmember Lundy- 

Parks & Field Committee met last week with the Administrator and the engineers and we are on track for both 

field and park projects.  There is a resolution on the agenda tonight for the Centennial Field irrigation and 

drainage project, however we are still waiting on DEP approval. The Recreation Director collected the list of 

needs and wants for the fields which was discussed and reviewed. 

Stonybrook registration is down compared last year for the same time.  During Memorial Day weekend there 

were over 1300 members in attendance at the pool. The Swim and Dive Team season begins this weekend. 

There are several events at the pool this summer that will be open to members and non-members.  This year the 

Park Ridge Summer Camp will be using the pool for their camp. 

Environmental Commission Styrofoam drive is this Saturday at the DPW from 8:00 ï 12:00 for residents only.  

If all goes well, they may do this drive more often. 

The updating of the tree ordinance is complete and will be ready to be introduced at the next Council Meeting. 

Final mark ups for the signs for the Beechwood Nature Trail are ready and should be installed shortly. 

The Senior Fox Group held an event at Stonybrook Swim Club where the seniors engaged in different activities.  

Luncheons will resume in September.   

The Ambulance Corp staffing should be improved due to members being home from school.  They are holding 

their annual Raffle.  Only 1000 tickets will be sold and 2 winners will be announced on August 3rd at 2:00 pm. 

Councilman Ruocco stated that Councilmember Lundy reported during t the last Rec Committee Meeting  that 

the Parks & Field Committee had decided that the scope and survey work to be done on Memorial would only  

focus on artificial turf, but on May 7th the BA said that  all options would be considered.  Councilmember 

Lundy replied that this was based on the expertise of Carl OôBrien, one of the Borough Engineers, who teaches 

the classes at Rutgers for Turf Fields and has been involved with installing over a thousand turf fields.  He 

recommended that we install at least one artificial turf to give the natural fields a point of rest or they just get 

destroyed.  Councilman Ruocco stated that nothing was offered to the residents from by  our engineer that gives 

residents  comfort about the safety of artificial turf. 
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Councilman Ruocco has a concern about the incentive bonus program that The Stonybrook Commission has 

instituted. Councilmember Lundy stated that the Pool Commission is meeting tomorrow and will address his 

concerns. 

 

Councilman Fox ï 

They are still working on plans and estimates for the DPW site.  The DPW Committee will continue to work on 

this with the Administrator. 

 

Council President Escobar- 

The Police Committee met and we just had a closed session and further action will be taken at the next meeting. 

 

Councilwoman ï Janetta Trochimiuk 

The Library Board met last night and the summer reading program will start on 6/18 through 8/12.  She 

reminded everyone that all events including the reading program will be found on the library website or please 

come in and see all the new renovations that have taken place at the library.   

Mayor Sheinfield added that he knows the library is looking into a new roof and offered the suggestion of them 

looking into solar panels.  Councilwomen Trochimiuk will bring this idea back to the board.   

 

Councilman ï John Ruocco  

Access for All met May 20 and introduced a new member, Grace Sala. Their priority at this time is to utilize 

Jakeôs Law for grant opportunities, specifically, to implement the 80/20 Grant to make Beechwood Park more 

accessible for people with various disabilities.  They are also teaming up with the library for a presentation on 

ñallyò training developed by the Starkloff Disability Institute, which would be geared at this time to the library 

staff. It could be expanded to other Borough Depts. Their next meeting is 6/24 at 6:30 pm at the library.   

The Board of Health met  May 21.  Monthly reports were given by NWBRHC and other Department members.  

There will not be a skin cancer screening this year due to scheduling issues of the doctors. BOH will meet with 

Bergen Newbridge Hospital in June to explore coordination. 

The Finance Committee met and reviewed the utilization of appropriations seems to be on track.  They 

reviewed the draft audit with the CFO who presented steps to address the issues that were found.  The audit will 

be distributed to the Mayor and Council sometime in the summer with the remediation plans by the CFO. 

  

Administrator ï Mike Ghassali 

The Open House is this Friday from 2:00-3:30. At 2:45 our Local Historian and Police Chief will give a 

presentation of the history of the building.  There are talks to move the salt shed to Woodcliff Lake hopefully 

this will come to fruition soon.  He is still working on the plans for the current DPW building, but they fixed the 

roof on the back 4 bay garage.  The engineering will be assessing the structure for future changes. They will still 

have to move the equipment if flooding is predicted.   

He continues to work with our Borough Planner on the new requirements for Affordable Housing. He hopes to 

present a presentation sometime after the summer to make the public aware of what we are facing. 

The Social Welfare Liaison worked with the Recreation Department to assist several families from Hillsdale 

financially to be able to attend our summer camp. She also assisted several families with various issues through the 

food pantry and other options. 

Mayor Sheinfield asked what the plan is for the DPW Building in the back.  The Administrator stated that there are 2 

bays that they will be making one large bay for the mechanic.  The second floor will have to be moved in that area to 

allow for a vehicle lift.  He is also looking into a permanent office trailer to put on the higher side of the property.  

Although equipment will still have to be moved when there is a danger of flooding.   

 

ORDINANCES:  

24-11 (Adoption) 

Capital Ordinance of the Borough of Hillsdale, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey authorizing Public 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24-11_(A)_Cap_Ord(1).pdf
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Improvements and Acquisitions in, by and for the Borough, Appropriating Therefor the Sum of $2,726,400 

and Providing that Such Sum so Appropriated Shall be Raised from the Boroughôs Capital Improvement 

Fund and from the Boroughôs Forfeiture Trust Fund 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, in the County of Bergen, New 

Jersey, as follows:  

 

Section 1. The Borough of Hillsdale, in the County of Bergen, New Jersey (the "Borough") is hereby 

authorized to undertake the following public improvements and acquisitions in, by and for the Borough 

including all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and suitable therefor: 

 

(A) Administration 

Replacement of the OEM Fire & Flood Siren. 

 

Estimated Cost: $60,000 

 

(B) Recreation 

Various improvements to and equipment acquisitions for the Boroughôs athletic fields, 

parks and recreation facilities. 

 

Estimated Cost: $1,800,000 

 

(C) Fire Department 

Various Improvements to the Fire Department & Acquisition of the following: turnout 

gear, SCBA packs, Mobile Data Terminals & Thermal Imaging Device 

 

Estimated Cost: $92,000 

 

(D) Department of Public Works 

Acquisition of the following: HFD heater and plows. 

 

Estimated Costs: $39,000 

 

(E) Infrastructure Improvements 

Undertaking of the 2024 Road, Curb, Sidewalk, Culvert, Sewer & Drainage Improvement 

Program at various locations. 

 

Estimated Cost: $600,000 

 

(F) Buildings & Grounds 

Purchase and Installation of Lock-Timer at the Memorial Park restrooms. 

 

Estimated Cost: $6,400 

 

(G) Police Department 

Acquisition of the following: SUV and personal protective equipment. 

 

Estimated Cost: $129,000 
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Section 2. The sum of $2,726,400 is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost of the improvement 

authorized and described in Section 1 hereof (hereinafter referred to as "purpose"). Said appropriation shall be 

raised from the Boroughôs Capital Improvement Fund and the Boroughôs Forfeiture Trust Fund, as hereinafter 

provided. The sum of $2,621,400 is hereby appropriated from the Boroughôs Capital Improvement Fund and the 

sum of $105,000 is hereby appropriated from the Boroughôs Forfeiture Trust Fund to the payment of the cost of 

said purpose.  

 

Section 3. Said improvements are lawful capital improvements of the Borough having a period of 

usefulness of at least five (5) years. Said improvements and acquisitions shall be made as general 

improvements, no part of the cost of which shall be assessed against property specially benefited.  

 

Section 4. The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this capital ordinance 

to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated by the Local Finance Board 

showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital program as approved by the Director, Division of 

Local Government Services, is on file with the Borough Clerk and is available for public inspection.  

 

Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect at the time and in the manner provided by law 

 

Motion to open public hearing on Ordinance 24-11 Escobar  Second Ruocco 

Ayes: Councilmember Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy 

Nays: none 

Absent: Osso 

 

I will now open the meeting to the public.  If anyone desires to be heard regarding Ordinance No 24-11, please 

say your name and wait to be recognized, once recognized state your name and address for the record. 

 

I will now entertain a motion that the public hearing on Ordinance No. 24-11 be closed and that it be resolved 

that this ordinance was posted on the bulletin board on which public notices are customarily posted and published 

in the Ridgewood News.  Copies of said ordinance were made available to the general public.  

 

Motion to close public hearing on Ordinance 24-11 Lundy  Second Escobar 

Ayes: Councilmember Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy 

Nays: none 

Absent: Osso 

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance No.  24-11 Lundy  Second Trochimiuk 

Councilman Ruocco stated that 2.7 million dollars of this Capital Ordinance is devoted to athletic fields & 

recreational facilities. He would have like to see a better explanation regarding the safety of artificial turf and the 

cost vs.benefits of going in this direction.  In the Planning Board surveys of residents, improving recreational 

fields was  less valued in comparison to other items so he hopes that council will consider  this  when deciding 

how much to spend & borrow. He also reminded everyone about the school referendum that will be coming up in 

September  that may significantly increase the tax burden on the residents. 

 

Ayes: Councilmember Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox, Lundy, Ruocco 

Nays: none 

Absent: Osso 

 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that this ordinance is adopted and the Borough Clerk is authorized to advertise the 

same according to law.  
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24-12 (Adoption) 

An Ordinance Amending Chapter 210, ñStreets and Sidewalksò; Article II ñOpenings and Excavationsò of 

the Borough Code 

 

WHEREAS, it is desirous of the Borough of Hillsdale (hereinafter the ñBoroughò) and the Planning 

Board of the Borough (hereinafter the ñBoardò) to amend Section Ä310-56 ñFencesò of Chapter 310 of the 

Borough Code tilted ñLand Useò; and 

 

WHEREAS, Chapter 310 of the Borough of Hillsdale Ordinance entitled ñLand Useò includes eight 

Parts: Part 1 ñGeneral Provisionsò; Part 2 ñBoardsò; Part 3 ñAdministration and Enforcementò; Part 4 

ñZoningò; Part 5 ñSubdivision and Site Plan Reviewò; Part 6 ñViolations and Penaltiesò; Part 7 ñConstrual 

of Provisionsò and Part 8 ñAffordable Housingò; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of Hillsdale desires to modify Part 4 ñZoningò, Article XV entitled 

ñSpecial Regulationsò section Ä310-56 entitled ñFencesò parts B and F to revise the requirements of 

residential front yard fences and prohibit chain link fences being installed in the front yard for residential 

properties; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale believes that it is in the best interest 

of the Borough to revise these provisions in the Ordinance to maintain the beautification of the Borough. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED  by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, 

County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

 

Chapter 310, Land Use, Part 4 ñZoningò Article XV ñSpecial Regulationsò Ä 310-56 ñFencesò, of the 

Borough Code is hereby amended to read as follows in its entirety: 

 

§ 310-56. Fences 

A. No fence in any district shall exceed four feet in height above the curb level when located within 

25 feet of the intersection of two street lines. For the purposes of this article, any outdoor wall 

other than a retaining wall shall be deemed a fence. 

B. No fence in any residential district, or on a lot in any other district on which residential buildings 

are erected, shall exceed four feet in height above ground level when located at a distance closer 

to any street line than the front setback line prescribed for said district, nor shall any such fence 

exceed six feet in height above ground level when located at a distance equal to or greater than 

the front setback line prescribed for said district. Fences in the in the front yard shall be no less 

than 50% open.  

[Amended 5-5-2009 by Ord. No. 09-09] 

C. No fence in any commercial district shall exceed a height of six feet above ground level, except 

as noted in § 310-56A and B. 

D.  No fence in an industrial district shall exceed a height of eight feet above ground level, except as 

noted in § 310-56A and B. 

E. The restrictions set forth in the Article shall not prevent the erection of an open wire fence not 

exceeding eight feet in height above ground level anywhere within a public park, public 

playground or public-school property. Nothing herein shall be construed to prevent the erection 

of a retaining wall. 

F. The following fences and fencing materials at any location which a dwelling is situated are 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24-12_(A)_Fence_Ord.pdf
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specifically prohibited: barbed-wire fences, sharp-pointed metal fences, canvas, cloth, 

electrically-charged fences, temporary fences, expandable fences, collapsible fences or chain link 

fences in a front yard. Nothing herein shall be deemed to prevent the erection of suitable 

windbreaks for the winter protection of trees, shrubs and other vegetation. 

G. All fences shall be within property lines. No fence shall encroach upon a street. All fences must 

be erected such that the posts or other materials supporting the fence and/or fence fabric are 

located on the inside of the fence facing the property being enclosed or protected. 

[Amended 5-13-1997 by Ord. No. 97-8] 

H. Every fence shall be maintained in a safe, sound and upright condition and shall be subject to the 

inspection of the Hillsdale Construction Code Agency. 

I. If the Hillsdale Construction Code Agency, upon inspection, shall determine that any fence or 

retaining wall, or portion of any fence or retaining wall, is not being maintained in a safe, sound, 

upright condition, it shall notify the owner of the lot, in writing, of its findings and order such 

fence or retaining wall or portion of such fence or retaining wall to be repaired or removed within 

15 days from the date of such written notice to the owner. 

 

In the event that any word, phrase, clause, section or provision of this Ordinance is found by any Court of 

competent jurisdiction to be unenforceable, illegal or unconstitutional, such word, phrase, clause or provision 

shall be severable from the balance of this Ordinance and the remainder of this Ordinance shall remain in full 

force and effect. 

 

All Ordinances of parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed as to such inconsistencies 

only. 

 

This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication as provided by Law. 

 

Motion to open public hearing on Ordinance 24-12 Trochimiuk  Second  Ruocco 

Ayes: Council President Escobar, Councilmember Fox, Lundy, Ruocco, Trochimiuk 

Nays: none 

Absent: Osso 

 

I will now open the meeting to the public.  If anyone desires to be heard regarding Ordinance No 24-12, please 

say your name and wait to be recognized, once recognized state your name and address for the record. 

 

I will now entertain a motion that the public hearing on Ordinance No. 24-12 be closed and that it be resolved 

that this ordinance was posted on the bulletin board on which public notices are customarily posted and published 

in the Ridgewood News.  Copies of said ordinance were made available to the general public.  

 

Motion to close public hearing on Ordinance 24-12 Ruocco  Second  Trochimiuk 

Ayes: Councilmember Fox, Lundy, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar 

Nays: none 

Absent: Osso 

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance No.  24-12 Escobar  Second  Ruocco 

Councilman Ruocco sought confirmation that the only change to the Code was  stipulations for fencing in the 

front yard, no other changes were made.  The Borough Attorney confirmed.  

 

Ayes: Councilmember Lundy, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Council President Escobar, Fox 

Nays: none 



9 
Regular Meeting 

June 11, 2024 

 

Absent: Osso 

 

Now, therefore, be it resolved that this ordinance is adopted and the Borough Clerk is authorized to advertise the 

same according to law.  

 

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): 24170 through 24193: 

24170 Resolution Authorizing a Refund of Tax Overpayment 

 
 

WHEREAS, 2nd Quarter tax payments were received from Ideal Title and CoreLogic due to the sale of 143 

David Place, and Forescene Title Agency and CoreLogic due to the sale of 20 Arden Place; 

 

WHEREAS, CoreLogic has requested the overpayments be returned directly to CoreLogic, and; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale authorize 

the Tax Collector to refund the following taxes:   

 

 

Block 1801 Lot 36 

143 David Place       $ 3,262.30 

 

Block 506 Lot1 Qual C0010 

20 Arden Place       $ 4,813.31 

 

  

TOTAL TO BE REFUNDED:      $ 8,075.61 

           

Refund to:  CoreLogic 

Attn: Escrow Refunds 

3001 Hackberry Road 

Irving, TX  75063-0156       
 

Councilman Ruocco pulled 24171 for a separate vote 
 

 

24172 Resolution Authorizing the Signing of An Agreement with Colliers Engineering & Design for 

Professional Planning Services in Preparing a New Vacant Land Adjustment Analysis for the 

Fourth Round Obligation 
   
WHEREAS, Colliers Engineering & Design Inc. (hereinafter, ñColliersò) has presented an Agreement to the 

Borough for planning services regarding the New Vacant Land Adjustment for the Fourth Round Obligation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the scope of services in the Agreement includes an Analysis of Vacant Land Adjustment due to the 

recently passed A4 Bill which modified the Vacant Land Adjustment Process (N.J.S.A. C.52-27D-310.1); and 

 

WHEREAS, the fee related to the above referenced service is not to exceed Five Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty 

Dollars and no cents ($5,750.00); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough desires to execute the Agreement and authorize Colliers to perform the service set forth 

above. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24170.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24172.pdf
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the Mayor and/or Administrator to sign the aforesaid Agreement 

with Colliers and all other appropriate Borough professionals are hereby authorized and directed to take any and 

all steps necessary to effectuate the purposes of said document. 
 

24173 Resolution Authorizing the Award of a Non-Fair and Open Contract for Semi-Annual Service of 

the Automatic Fire Suppression System for the Hillsdale Fire Department Building 

 

          WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale Fire Department Building has a need to for semi-annual service of 

the automatic fire suppression system located at 383 Hillsdale Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey 07642 as a non-fair 

and open contract pursuant to the provisions of <N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 or 20.5 as appropriate>; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the agreement for semi-annual service, which does not include parts/labor to repair broken 

piping r to make changes necessitated by the changing of any cooking equipment nor does the quote include a 

required periodic hydro-testing of the cylinders/co2 expellant cartridges will be at an amount not to exceed one-

hundred seventy-five dollars ($175.00); and, 

 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is January 1, 2024 to December 31, 2024; and 

 

WHEREAS, Sentinel Fire Safety Corp located at 9034 Tonnelle Avenue North Bergen, New Jersey 

07047 has submitted a proposal dated May 8, 2024 indicating they will provide the service described for the 

$175.00 Semi-annual Cost; and   

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale 

authorizes the Borough Administrator to enter into a contract with Sentinel Fire Safety Corp as described herein. 

 

24174 Resolution Authorizing Refund of Zoning Application Fee 
 

 

WHEREAS, Reiner Group, Inc submitted a zoning application and submitted the payment of $75.00 for a 

replacement of an air conditioning at 101 Queen Court in April 2024, and; 

 

WHEREAS, an application and the fee for an air conditioning replacement is not required and therefore was paid 

in error and; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale authorize 

the refund the of the following:   

 

 

TOTAL TO BE REFUNDED:      $ 75.00 

           

Refund to:  Reiner Group, Inc. 

11-07 River Road  

Fair Lawn, New Jersey 07410   
 

24175 Resolution Authorizing the Award of a Non-Fair and Open Contract for the Delivery and 

Installation of Gym Equipment for the Hillsdale Police Department 

 

          WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale Police Department has a need for the delivery and installation of 

gym equipment located at 380 Hillsdale Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey 07642 as a non-fair and open contract 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24173.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24174.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24175.pdf
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pursuant to the provisions of <N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 or 20.5 as appropriate>; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, vendors have been solicited and three quotes were received pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3 

and it has been determined that the value of this acquisition will exceed $17,500.00; and 

 

WHEREAS, Johnson Fitness & Wellness located at 231 Executive Drive- Suite 15 Newark, DE 19702 

has given the most advantageous design and quote for the delivery and installation of cardio equipment, Hybrid 

Functional Trainer/Rack/Plates/Bar Equipment, Free Weights, Accessory Rack and various fitness materials in 

an amount not to exceed Twenty-two Thousand Five Hundred Fifty-Five Dollars and Eight Cents ($22,555.08); 

and, 

 

WHEREAS, the above named business has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure 

Certification which certifies the business entity has not made any reportable contributions to a political candidate 

in the Borough of Hillsdale in the previous year, and that the contract will probit the above names vendor from 

making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and  

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale 

authorizes the Borough Administrator to enter into a contract with Johnson Fitness & Wellness as described 

herein.  

 

24176 Waiver to Serve Alcohol at Special Events Located in Beechwood Park 
 

 

WHEREAS, Borough Code of the Borough of Hillsdale prohibits the consumption of alcohol on Borough 

Property; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Hillsdale Recreation Commission would like to sponsor special events to be held during 2024 

at Beechwood Park and; 

 

WHEREAS, these events will be open to all residents and will offer various activities to participate in; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Recreation Committee desires to have a Beer Garden as part of these events for all residents 

over the age of 21, with pre-approval from the Alcohol and Beverage Control Board, the Borough Clerk and the 

Chief of Police. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey, that there shall be a waiver from said Borough Code allowing alcohol on Borough Property during 

2024 only for the dates, locations and times approved by the Commission in advance and in conjunction with the 

vendor approval from the Alcohol and Beverage Control Board, the Borough Clerk and the Chief of Police. 

 

24177 Resolution Authorizing the Signing of the Agreement with the Hillsdale Board of Education to 

Assign Class III Special Law Enforcement Officers 

 

Councilman Ruocco pulled 24178 & 24179 for a separate vote on each 
 

 

24180 Resolution to Approve the Plenary Retail Distribution License Renewal for Shop Rite Liquors of 

Hillsdale for 2024-2025 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24176.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24177.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24180.pdf
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WHEREAS, The Municipal Clerk is submitting the following Plenary Retail Distribution License 

Renewal Application for renewal approval for the license renewal term of 2024-2025; 

 

 Lic# 0227-44-005-008 Shop Rite Liquors of Hillsdale  371 Broadway 

      

 WHEREAS, The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, has no objection to the renewal of this 

license and is not aware of any circumstances that would prohibit the renewal of said license. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to sign and 

deliver said license on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale. 
 

24181 Resolution Authorizing the Award of a Non-Fair and Open Contract for the Delivery of Liquid 

Chlorine to Stonybrook Swim Club 

 

          WHEREAS, the Stonybrook Swim Club has a need for the delivery of liquid chlorine for the pools located 

at 183 Cedar Lane, Hillsdale, New Jersey 07642 as a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of 

<N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 or 20.5 as appropriate>; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, vendors have been solicited and three quotes were received pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-3 

and it has been determined that the value of this acquisition will exceed $17,500.00; and 

 

WHEREAS, Main Pool & Chemical Co., Inc located at 110 Commerce Road Pittston, PA 18640 has 

given the most advantageous cost of liquid chlorine in an amount of $3.89 for 10-499 gallons or $3.44 for 500 

gallons or more plus a $45.00 delivery charge per delivery; and 

 

WHEREAS, the above-named business has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure 

Certification which certifies the business entity has not made any reportable contributions to a political candidate 

in the Borough of Hillsdale in the previous year, and that the contract will probit the above names vendor from 

making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and  

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale 

authorizes the Borough Administrator to enter into a contract with Main Pool & Chemical Co., Inc as described 

herein. 

 

24182 Resolution to Approve the Plenary Retail Distribution License Renewal for Hillsdale Bottle King 

Discount Liquors (T/A Bottle King Discount Liquors) for 2024-2025 
 

 

WHEREAS, The Municipal Clerk is submitting the following Plenary Retail Distribution License 

Renewal Application for renewal approval for the license renewal term of 2024-2025; 

 

Lic# 0227-44-003-006 Hillsdale Bottle King, Inc.  377 Washington Avenue 

    t/a Bottle King Discount Liquors  

  

WHEREAS, The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, has no objection to the renewal of this 

license and is not aware of any circumstances that would prohibit the renewal of said license. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Municipal Clerk is hereby authorized to sign and 

deliver said license on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale. 
 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24181.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24182.pdf
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24183 Resolution Authorizing Contracts with Certain Approved State Contract Vendors for Contracting 

Units Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c), 

may by resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the State of New 

Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program for any State contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the 

Division of Purchase and Property in the Department of the Treasury; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has the need on a timely basis to purchase goods or services utilizing 

State contracts; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale intends to enter into contracts with the attached Referenced 

State Contract Vendors through this resolution and properly executed contracts, which shall be subject to all 

the conditions applicable to the current State contracts; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , that the Borough of Hillsdale authorizes the Purchasing Agent to 

purchase certain goods or services from those approved New Jersey State Contract Vendors on the attached list, pursuant 

to all conditions of the individual State contracts; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED , that the governing body of the Borough of Hillsdale pursuant to 

N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.5(b), the certification of available funds, shall either certify the full maximum amount against 

the budget at the time the contract is awarded, or no contract amount shall be chargeable or certified until such 

time as the goods or services are ordered or otherwise called for prior to placing the order, and a certification 

of availability of funds is made by the Chief Finance Officer; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the duration of the contracts between the Borough of Hillsdale and the 

Referenced State Contract Vendors shall be from January 1, 2024 to December 31, 2024. 

 

Referenced State Contract Vendors 
 

Commodity /Service    Vendor     State Contract # 

 

Law Enforcement Firearms    

Equipment & Supplies/Turnout Gear  Witmer Public Safety Group  T-0790, T-0106 

 

Law Enforcement Firearms Equipment   Eagle Point Gun   T-0106 

& Supplies 

 

Automotive Parts & Accessories   Route 23 AutoMall   T-2761 

 

Fuel/Diesel     Rachleôs/Micheleôs Oil   T-1845 

 

 

24184 Resolution to Approve the Plenary Retail Consumption License Renewal for Osso Buco LLC of 

Hillsdale for 2024-2025 
 

WHEREAS, The Municipal Clerk is submitting the following Plenary Retail Consumption License 

Renewal Application for renewal approval for the license renewal term of 2024-2025; 

 

 Lic# 0227-33-009-007  Osso Buco LLC  343 Broadway 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24183a.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24184.pdf
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 WHEREAS, The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, has no objection to the renewal of this 

license and is not aware of any circumstances that would prohibit the renewal of said license. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to sign and 

deliver said license on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale. 
 

24185 Resolution to Approve the Plenary Retail Consumption License Renewal for Domani Grill 

(D/B/A Bensi Hillsdale) of Hillsdale for 2024-2025 

 

WHEREAS, The Municipal Clerk is submitting the following Plenary Retail Consumption License 

Renewal Application for renewal approval for the license renewal term of 2024-2025; 

 

 Lic# 0227-33-001-007  BENSI of Hillsdale  387 Washington Avenue 

      (D/B/A Domani Grill) 

      

 WHEREAS, The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, has no objection to the renewal of this 

license and is not aware of any circumstances that would prohibit the renewal of said license. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Municipal Clerk is hereby authorized to sign and 

deliver said license on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale. 
 

24186 Resolution to Approve the Plenary Retail Consumption License Renewal for American Viking 

Holdings for 2024-2025 
 

WHEREAS, The Municipal Clerk is submitting the following Plenary Retail Consumption License 

Renewal Application for renewal approval for the license renewal term of 2024-2025; 

 

 Lic# 0227-33-002-005 American Viking Holdings LLC 295 Kinderkamack Road 

      

  

WHEREAS, The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, has no objection to the renewal of this 

license and is not aware of any circumstances that would prohibit the renewal of said license. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Municipal Clerk is hereby authorized to sign and 

deliver said license on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale. 
 

24187 Resolution Authorizing Bergen County Cooperative Pricing System #11-BeCCP; Contract 

Purchasing System #CK04 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the Bergen County Cooperative Pricing System and desires 

to use the Co-Op for the purchase of Automotive & Heavy-Duty Equipment, Diesel Engines for the Borough; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Bergen County Cooperative Pricing System (ID #11-BeCCP), awarded to various vendors under 

the Co-Op Bid #21-60 for the commodity of Automotive & Heavy-Duty Equipment, Diesel Engines; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale will be purchasing Automotive & Heavy-Duty Equipment, Diesel Engines 

through  
 

P&A Auto Parts  

101 Route 46 West 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24185.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24186.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24187.pdf
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Saddle Brook, NJ 07663 

 

Contract Period is November 3, 2023 through November 2, 2024; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Hillsdale authorizes the purchase of Automotive 

& Heavy-Duty Equipment, Diesel Engines under the Bergen County Cooperative Pricing System ID #11-BeCCP, 

Bid #21-60 under the county contract prices with the amount not to exceed twenty-five thousand dollars and no 

cents ($25,000.00). 

 

24188 Resolution Authorizing the Award of a Non-Fair and Open Contract for Preparing and 

Submitting to the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection a Solid Waste Facility 

Permit Modification for the Hillsdale Municipal Landfill Site Located at Centennial Field in the 

Borough of Hillsdale with the Environmental Group/Environmental Investigations, LLC  
 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale desires to hire The Environmental Group/Environmental 

Investigations, LLC (ñTEGò), with offices at 530 Chestnut Ridge Road, Woodcliff Lake, New Jersey and 805 

Third Avenue, 10th Floor, New York, New York, pursuant to a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the 

provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 or 20.5 as appropriate; and,  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale desires TEG to prepare and submit a Solid Waste Facility permit 

modification application for the Hillsdale Municipal Landfill site located at Centennial Field based on the Colliers 

Engineer and Design drainage improvement design to address surface drainage issues at the Centennial Athletic 

Field Complex; and  

 

WHEREAS, TEG will prepare and submit to the NJDEP an application for a Minor modification for a 

Solid Waste Facility minor permit petition and will also attend up to two meeting s with the Borough and/or the 

NJDEP as may be required. Preparation of a new Solid Waste Facility permit, Solid Waste Facility permit or other 

permit application other than the Minor Solid Waste Facility modification permit is not included in this proposal.  

Additional fees for work beyond the scope listed above will require additional approvals. The amount for this 

proposal will not exceed Nine Thousand Eight Hundred Dollars and No Cents.  

 

WHEREAS, TEG has completed and submit a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies 

that TEG has not made any reportable contributions to a political or candidate committee in the Borough of 

Hillsdale in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit TEG from making any reportable 

contributions through the term of the contract, and  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED  that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale 

authorizes the Borough to enter into a contract with TEG as described herein; and,  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Borough 

Clerk, Chief Financial Officer and Borough Planning Board Chairman and Secretary, 

 

 This Resolution shall take effect immediately.  
 

 

24189 Resolution Authorizing the Return of Unused Escrow for the Property Located at 79 Beech 

Street, Block 704 Lot 11 
 

WHEREAS, funds were deposited with the Borough of Hillsdale in connection with the property located at 79 

Beech Street in the Borough of Hillsdale, NJ 07642, Project SAY0020001; and 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24188.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24189.pdf
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WHEREAS, a request was made by the applicant to have any unused escrow funds be returned; and 

 

WHEREAS, it was reported by the Finance Department that a balance does remain in the 2024 General Trust 

Escrow Account and funds may be refunded to the applicant; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Board Secretary and the Planning Board Professionals have reported that the all monies 

due have been paid on the subject property; and all escrows can be released in the amount not to exceed $1457.50; 

and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, that the funds 

on deposit in the 2024 General Trust Account in connection with the property located at 79 Beech Street, Block 

704 Lot 11 in Hillsdale, NJ 07642; be released/refunded by the Borough. 

 

Borough Administrator Ghassali pulled 24190 for an update.  This will be presented at the July Council 

Meeting. 

 

Councilman Ruocco pulled 24191 for a separate vote 
 

 

24192 Payment of Bills 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/24192_UPDATED.pdf
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