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          August 7, 2019 

 

Minutes of a Council Meeting of the Borough of Hillsdale held at 7:30 PM on Wednesday, August 7, 2019, in 

the Council Chamber, Borough of Hillsdale, New Jersey., 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Ruocco who also led the Salute to the Flag. 

 

 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT:   

This is a meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 7th day of August, 2019.  Notice of the time and place 

of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Record; a copy was posted on the bulletin 

board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested parties. 

Please notify the Municipal Clerk for any disability requirements necessary for attendance at Mayor and Council 

meetings.  The fire exits are located through the double doors to your left.  Please silence all cell phones. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

Council Members DeRosa, Escobar, Horvath, Lundy, Segalas, Council President Pizzella, Mayor Ruocco, (Labor 

Attorney R. Wiss, CMFO DeJoseph, Borough Clerk Kohan).  Absent:  Council Member Segalas, Council 

President Pizzella. 

 

PROMOTIONS/PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITIONS -   

 

Motion to approve, receive and file ______ Second: ______ 

Councilmember Lundy, Council President Pizzella, Segalas, DeRosa, Escobar, Horvath 

 

PRESENTATIONS: 

Lois Spagnola – The Environmental Group - Centennial Field Presentation 

       

 

OATH OF OFFICE/APPOINTMENTS:                                     

 

Motion to approve Appointments ______  Second ______ 

Council Members Escobar, Lundy, Council President Pizzella, Segalas, Horvath, DeRosa 

 

 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT (Time limited, new topics only, one topic per speaker): 

 

Mayor Ruocco opened the Initial Public Comment at this time, seeing no one, the Initial Public Comment 

portion of the meeting was closed. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Closed Session Minutes July 16, 2019 

 

Motion by Council Member Lundy, Second by Council Member DeRosa. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members DeRosa, Escobar Horvath, Lundy 

Nays:  None 

 

PROFESSIONALS REPORT/MONTHLY DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS: 

(The following correspondence on file in Borough Clerks Office) 

 

Hillsdale Police Department – July 2019            Police Chief Robert Francaviglia 

Hillsdale Fire Department – June 2019                       Fire Chief Thomas Kelley 

Department of Public Works                    DPW Superintendent William Haffler 

Borough Engineer – July 2019                Borough Engineer Christopher Statile 

Tax Department Report July 2019 

 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/pd_July_Monthly_report.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Engineer_Aug_5_2019_1st_page.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Monthly_Collection_Report.pdf
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Captain Sean Smith, Hillsdale Police Department, said during the month of July there were 93 dispatching shifts, 

there were three- and one-half dispatch shifts covered by police officers, one and a half of those shifts were 

covered by overtime.  This past month there were 230 motor vehicle stops and four criminal arrests.  In July the 

department interviewed several candidates for our Special Officer candidates, Class I Program, which will replace 

the Police Auxiliary Program which is defunct.  The Agency is proud to say we found four qualified candidates 

and they will start the Academy in September and conclude in December.  The first day for the High School is 

August 29 and the local district starts September 3.  He reminded our motoring public to pay attention to our 

School Crossing Guards who are driving, it is an extremely dangerous position to them and they are out there to 

protect our children so please drive safely and slow down.  He had a press release; it was a very proud day for the 

Hillsdale Police Department and the Borough of Hillsdale last night.  The Police Department would like to profess 

profound thanks for all those who participated in our National Night Out on the evening of August 6.  It supported 

awareness, safety and unity which amounted to number of citizens that attended.  To many individuals outreach 

groups, law enforcement agencies thank you for your show of support, you all helped to make this night a success.  

Special thanks goes to all the businesses that helped donate to the event, specifically the Macchione Brothers 

Paving, Paramus Medical and Sports, Region Community Association, sons of American Legion Post 206, AFC 

Urgent Care, Beehive Salon, EON Fitness and Gymnastics, Ray’s Pizzeria, Domani Restaurant, Shop Rite of 

Hillsdale, Kings Supermarkets, Loves and Lenses, Photography, AT&T in Westwood, State Farm Insurance 

Agent, Michael Laglia as well as the DPW throughout the night set up and cleaned up.  He thanked all the men 

and women of the Hillsdale Police Department and most of all Officer Alex Kaplan who successfully organized 

this event for the fifth year in a row.  This doesn’t happen by accident, there’s a lot of planning, months in advance.  

A big thank you to Chief Tom Kelley, Hillsdale Fire Department, for their tremendous deal of support; they 

provided personnel and assets to provide that everyone was fed grilled hamburgers and hot dogs which was a 

huge feat in itself with the amount of people that showed up and the weather.  Without the assistance of Patty 

Hughes, Stonybrook Pool Director, and her staff providing the venue it made a perfect setting for this event and 

we hope to have this setting for future Nights Out.  Thank you very much for all involved and again it is a happy 

day for the Hillsdale Police Department and the Borough of Hillsdale.  That concludes my report.   

 

Council Member Lundy said there was a traffic accident on her street weeks ago and she commended the Police 

Department for the professionalism, compassion in the way they handled it and the resident wanted to thank you 

as well.   

Chief Tom Kelley, Fire Department, thanked his men for last night.  The Police always do a fantastic job and his 

men showed up in force and he was very proud.  We had the staff, three trucks for the barbecuing, smoke house 

and set up our booth for recruitment.  He thanked his men, it was great.  Our big push again is for recruitment; 

we have done very well with recruiting; we have seen how many we have sworn during in the past months, with 

regular members we are down two cadets which is down from 12.  They have all moved up and we are doing 

great and now our push to go back to the high school and push for cadets.  We want the company back to where 

we had it.  We have a pre-construction meeting Tuesday getting ready to do the roof. 

 

Borough Engineer Statile said we have had a busy couple of weeks in Hillsdale. D&L Paving had a cancellation 

in other towns and came to Hillsdale and started their work here.  They started milling and paving last week and 

he expects them to be done next week and finish up in a couple of days.  The crews did some concrete work on 

St. Nicholas Ave. by Sapienza Gardens.  In conjunction with the RR crossings, DOT has held back on striping 

and finished up the paving on Washington Avenue; all four crossings have been replaced in Hillsdale with 

concrete panels over the stone sub-base and it will be striped shortly.  Public Service invited us to inspect the 

sewer connection, the new building is operational and it is amazing inside.  We are working with them to arrange 

a tour for Council Members.  They are applying with the Planning Board shortly to add a third base which will 

include another smaller building like that with the same motif which controls all of the outside switch gear.  Public 

Service intends to have it completed by July 2020.  Centennial Field monitoring we got back our second quarter 

air quality results and those were fine.  They will be shipped down to the State shortly and we also got our water 

quality back and all is well.  Lois will be here to talk more about this and what she does with that information.  

The Administrator has been in contact with Woodcliff Lake and they will be paving that road next year, holding 

off until 2020 until Public Service finishes their gas mains and we will be working out with them on the grant to 

pave the streets.  D&L is also starting the sidewalks along Piermont Avenue starting by the elementary school, 

Meadowbrook and work towards the high school to Kinderkamack Road.  They have to raise their new manholes 

to level of the sidewalks.  The drawings for the memorial down town have been submitted to be incorporated into 

their plaques and the completion date should be November 1.  The Open Space Grant for Memorial Field, he met 

with Bill Haffler s well as Jon and Patty Hughes and recommendations by the Rec Commission to discuss 

priorities and envision the work on the fields, we did that yesterday and they will report back.  We are trying to 

stay in line with the priorities set by the Rec Commission and get the first field in very good shape to play.  We 

got the grant for Patterson Street and we want to move that along for design; we did not get the local Freight 

Grant but it is again offered this year and applications are due in October.  We will reapply.  It is a difficult grant 

application; the winners are very, very heavy industrial uses in central and south Jersey.  It is worth applying for 

anyway.                        
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Mayor Ruocco asked if the fact that Waste Management stepped back from their operations reduce the chance to 

get the grant.   

 

Statile said we need 10% truck volume and that is difficult to get.  We also sent applications for Centennial Field 

and we are waiting to see how much money they are allocating to us as well as the DOT applications for 

electronically July 19 deadline.  There has always been a drainage problem on Heritage Court off Wierimus Lane 

and he looked at it yesterday with Bill Haffler.  It was a problem with a water service box to the house and it was 

leaking very slowly, he contacted the water company and they were there yesterday and marked it out.  They will 

fix it. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said that particular resident has been contacting him regularly for the past six months and assured 

the family that we would look at it. 

 

Statile said it would be taken care of.  Patty had a problem at the pool also and it was the old artesian well and the 

water percolates out constantly.  That has been like that for 40 years so it is going to be capped and go into the 

river.   

 

Council Member DeRosa asked about the parking lot at the bus station will also be paved. 

 

Statile said yes it would be.  About two and a half days are needed to complete.  We are doing curbing at St. 

Nicholas and clean up the area by the park, drainage work is being done there, but we are not doing any 

handicapped curb work.   It is the responsibility of the homeowner to do any repair work.  We could give the 

contractor $30 a foot and they could arrange paying this with the contractor.  For 100 ft. it would be $3000 which 

is a good price.  It would be done in conjunction with other concrete work to be done.       

                           

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Councilman - Anthony DeRosa   

Councilman - John Escobar 

Councilman – Zoltan Horvath 

Councilwoman - Abby Lundy 

Councilman – Steven Segalas 

Council President – Frank Pizzella 

 

Council President Pizzella said Access for All was at the Night Out event.  Environmental Commission asked 

that we approach the fishing group to make sure there is no conflict between their cleanup day and the fishing 

day. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said that has been settled, we got a date from Friends and a date from the Environmental 

Committee and they have separate dates.  Now Friends said that it is tentative but it is going to be the weekend 

before the Environmental Committee wishes to do their work.   

 

Council President Pizzella said a couple of weeks ago the Planning Board approved the designation for 

redevelopment of the industrial area and the attorney is not here today and there is hesitation answering the 

resolution to adopt the Planning Board’s recommendation in designating the development area.  I think we can 

wait for the attorney but he would like to make the motion to take necessary steps to accept the recommendation 

of the Planning Board designating the area in the development area include all with the exception of detectors 

and that we also direct the Economic Development Committee to start taking the necessary steps to create a 

redevelopment plan, so he is making a motion for that.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said we should complete the Committee Reports and he will seek the advice of legal Counsel in 

terms of the appropriate time to do that and to make that motion.  It is unusual to make a motion during 

committee reports. 

 

Council President Pizzella withdrew his motion.     

 

Council Member Segalas passed. 

 

Council Member Lundy said there will be a two game tournament tomorrow night and a team board game night 

on August 14.  She will report on Finance, Stonybrook and Police next month.   

 

Council Member Horvath said his committees are on sabbatical for the summer and did not have much to 

report.   
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Council Member Escobar said Board of Health is off for summer and Fire had a meeting last Monday and 

discussed the Borough contributing toward roof repairs. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said it was on the agenda. 

 

Borough Clerk Kohan confirmed it as Resolution R19196.   

 

Council Member DeRosa said Boards of Education ae off for the summer.  The local Board of Education are 

making investments and especially the White and Smith Schools and the Smith School redid their gym floor 

and relined it; the lines were moved in and there is seating on the side.  He did not make the Ambulance 

meeting because that was the last Council meeting.  The Rec Commission had really great donations from Town 

Day from local businesses in addition to the beer garden, train ride and it continues to grow especially this year 

and they are looking forward to that.   They also discussed a little more on what they should go on bid for the 

memorial grant and the professional’s recommendation as well.   

 

Council Member Segalas reported several weeks ago on committees and their robust discussions on ordinances 

and revisions.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said our guest presenter has arrived, Lois Spagnola of the Environmental Group who will advise 

the Council about developments at Centennial Field.   

 

Lois Spagnola, Sub-Consultant to Chris Statile, 261 Main Street, Edgewood, NJ       

She is here to update on the status of what is going on at Centennial Field.  By August 16 of this month we will 

have our modifications to the permit completed and we have been in conversations with DEP throughout that 

process to help expedite the approval of it once it goes through.  We are hoping in the worst-case scenario by 

January 1st, 2020, we will have the sampling much reduced and quite a savings to the town.  In the best case 

scenario we have one more quarter left this year to sample and we will get that at the reduced sampling 

frequency and analysis.  The only contaminant of concern is methane which we have had very low levels 

consistently in the two years we have been working on this project.  There have been no other issues out there; 

we had one incident where the ballfield had to be closed on a Saturday but that was due to a false reading, it had 

something to do with one of the detectors that were immediately corrected and everything was fine.  The fields 

were back up and running again in a couple of hours.  Games were not cancelled.  We are confident that things 

are going in the right direction. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said a couple of weeks ago there were some malfunctioning sensors; did that affect you in any 

way?   

 

Engineer Statile said there are methane monitors on the surface in five different locations at the landfill and we 

have sensor detectors.  These detectors have been corroding and Bill Haffler put enclosures around them and 

raised them up so they are higher than the ground surface.  Some of those have to be replaced and it takes 

several weeks to get them.  Once they are installed, they have to be calibrated and back up and running.  At that 

point we are invited the state to make a tour or the facility.   

Administrator DeJoseph said as soon as they arrive from California they can be installed.   

Engineer Statile said they are still conducting anyway; they are quality testing as well and they are doing 

methane at the surface as well.  Once the State comes and makes the tour with Lois’ report it will reduce the air 

quality testing and reduce water quality testing at the same time.    We will approach the DEP as soon as we get 

the sensors calibrated and running.  The vendor has to install them, we don’t do that ourselves.   

Mayor Ruocco said we are anticipating that you will put in the request with the DEP well before that so in mid-

November (at the NJLM Convention attended by us and NJDEP) we will have something to talk about.   

Engineer Statile said we will be talking about it in a week or so.  Lois is answering our violation notice by 

modifying the permit, it wasn’t set up correctly, there were deficiencies in it and Lois is correcting it.  That 

process may take the NJDEP three months. 

Lois Spagnola said once the DEP gets our modification to the permit, they have 90 days to review it but I am 

confident because they have been anxious for this for a long time.   They will review it much quicker and 

approve it much quicker because we have been in regular contact with them and having conversations with 

them back and forth about the modifications we are actually requesting.  She is confident things will go 

smoothly and quickly.   
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Mayor Ruocco said I hope you are right but my experience with the DEP is that things don’t  go quickly.   

Lois Spagnola said they have 90 days and between us being in contact with the permit people and the municipal 

liaison we may do better. 

Mayor Ruocco said if there is anything, he can do to prepare for the meeting with them please let me know; his 

experience with the DEP timeliness over the years has not been a stellar one.   

Council Member Lundy said since this permit wasn’t made out correctly is there any violation associated with 

that.      

Engineer Statile said the permit was required, we had a consultant do the work several years ago..  There was a 

mistake on orange pipe, vent pipes, the consultant used outside diameter 3.79 inches.  There was one full 

paragraph stating we got the wrong size pipe; they approved this two years ago.  I don’t know why all of the 

sudden the pipe size is wrong.  Because of the low amount of gas coming out of the methane stacks, the stacks 

work through barometric pressure changes, it is high, it is low, it flushes air in and flushes air out.  It is a very 

slow process.  Lois has been estimating and when the permit was set up it didn’t recognize the purpose of the 

events.  Events are to prevent methane so the State uses the default level of methane which is for greenhouse 

gases so we are exceeding the default level.  The permit should have said these are methane vents.  We need to 

raise our threshold a little higher and the State will most likely approve it.   We are exceeding methane levels 

and the pipe size is wrong.  We missed three quarters air quality testing back in 2016 but since that time we are 

current, we are back on track.  We took correction action obviously.  I can’t fix the vent pipe diameters and the 

fact that we missed some testing we are currently on track.  The problem with 2016 is Lois came on board and 

established a protocol how to conduct the testing.  She had to go back and forth with the State; she got that 

flushed out in mid-2017 and some were missed because we hadn’t established a protocol with the State.   

Lois Spagnola said there are two different situations.  You were in violation and the DEP has been talking to us 

about some fines, for missing and not having protocol and missing sampling events.  However, when I asked 

them about a month ago now they have to formalize that in a document and I asked them to do that.  I can’t go 

to a town and say there some enforcement and he is saying there are some fines.  You have to formulize that.  I 

can’t come to a formal meeting and express she said and he said, they haven’t done that yet so in all honesty 

they might not do it because you are a municipality and it is not typical too fine a municipality and I think when 

they realize we are doing everything to meet the requirements, we have been sampling consistently for two 

years, we are getting very low results, there is another test we do and submit for the slam bar testing which is to 

determine if any of the adjacent homes, residential properties are impacted at all, we are coming up with 

absolutely nothing so this is a very low, low level of concern if you will landfill methane situation.  She spoke 

with Tom Boyer about this and they haven’t produced a document and I don’t think they are going to.  They 

haven’t formalized anything and they haven’t contacted the Mayor or Engineer with any fine situation.         

Administrator DeJoseph asked about possible penalties being assessed.   

Lois Spagnola said anywhere from $7200 to $9200 in total.   

Mayor Ruocco had conversations with the DEP in trying to set up a meeting, they never said they will be fining; 

they want us to assure them we are doing what we have to do.  We have said this continually to them for the last 

two years, I personally have done it during the convention in Atlantic City when I get an opportunity to sit 

down with them, for the last two Novembers.  We have been extremely fastidious in terms of providing them 

with all the different test results, some of which they lose. .   

Lois Spagnola said it is amazing how many times they have lost them.   

Mayor Ruocco said it cost the Borough several hundred dollars to ensure that they have it, we have receipts.  

They have receipts that they have received it in their mail room but it never gets to the spot it should get to.  We 

meet with them and they say they don’t have it., well here is the receipt, but they say “we don’t have it.”  We 

send it to them again.   

Lois Spagnola said when she had the conversation with Tom he mentioned about the fines, I sent him an email 

that said in writing do you have anything to report you need to communicate this to me, you can’t just call me 

on the phone and say this is what is going on.  In that same email we will have this done by August 16 and I feel 

that once they knew that that dispelled this whole conversation because I haven’t had one phone call.  The only 
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phone calls between us are concerning air permitting, the people directing oversight over what we do and the 

protocol we write.  I think we are o.k.   

Mayor Ruocco said the meetings he has had with the DEP clearly indicate to me that they are a different 

division, they are a large department and communication between one and the other isn’t always the most 

efficient.  One department says they haven’t received, the other department believes they have received and 

draw different conclusions; In any event, this matter is not being taken lightly by the Borough. 

Lois Spagnola said your landfill like all landfills has different departments attempting to coordinate with a 

department that does not coordinate very well I can tell you after 30 years in the business.  You have the 

methane or the air permit which we are modifying, your ground water sampling is handled by the ground water 

department, the land fill is handled by solid waste, and then you have enforcement.  Right now, we have four 

departments that are supposedly coordinating with each other and they are not.  They are sending information to 

one department and the other department has no idea what the other one has and it gets very confusing.   

Engineer Statile said we have an as-built, it shows all the devices, I had to certify to it.  There is an index as 

well, it shows you everything, where the wells are, where the vents are.  What Lois does is completely 

independent from electronics, she is pure science.  She takes the samples, they go to a lab, they analyze the gas.  

Whatever is going on there, that is what she does, she takes the samples that are vented out of the ground and 

she always takes the methane established out of the surface, puts the probes in, does the whole landfill does all 

the houses along the perimeter to make sure nothing is migrating.  That is physically done by her office staff.  

The sensors inside the field house sometimes drift and go bad, the sensors on the ground sometimes they get 

bad and occasionally we have them checked and we have them calibrated.  They do tend to drift and with the 

readings we sometimes get a false alarm, they are sensitive.  They are maintained, we have to get a vendor to do 

this for us.  When we do renovations to the field, they will not be impacted.  The whole idea of methane is 

nothing leaves the cavity to someone’s basement; essentially it goes straight up, they want it to stay there and go 

into the air.  Everything is being checked at the perimeter, there is no migration and that is what she checks with 

the ground probes and that is what the monitors are doing right now.  We’ve dumped leaves there many years, 

we took advantage and dumped tons of leaves there, they are decomposing and they create methane.  It is no 

surprise; you will find that for the next 150 years.  The full construction was done in 2000, everything was built 

with all the details.   You can always take a tour with Lois when she is doing the testing.   

Lois Spagnola said our intention was to go with the most conservative thing we could and if we have to back off 

with some of that; in the final analysis if there is ever an issue it is really on the state because they are regulating 

this, they are monitoring this and even though it is remote and not serious as the one off the Parkway and 

Turnpike, a landfill for them is a landfill.  Every one of them has to be treated the same.  We are not going for 

reduced slam bar testing where we do shallow testing that tells us whether there is an impact on neighboring 

residential properties, there is no way they are going to approve us doing that annually.  Those are the types of 

things so that is what we have at the back of our mind, we think we are going to be closer to semi-annually.  At 

a minimum if nothing else, we will significantly reduce the analysis because if they go with our plan even if 

they don’t like the frequency and they don’t approve the frequency we are not going to be doing any more 

analysis only going to be checking for methane.  As far as the air permit goes that is it, we are working for 

methane and that is it.  You have never had evidence coming from this (landfill) that  any other chemical or 

substance was biodegrading and causing any other type of pollutant to come from the air, ground water or any 

other testing that has been done there.  It is a long way of saying they may not accept the frequency but I think 

they are definitely going to accept the reduced testing no more lab testing for the air permit.   

Engineer Statile said the state already told me they are going to drop the water quality testing annually; we are 

just getting manganese, iron, sodium and those naturally occur.  They will reduce it and save us $6000 a year.  

It will go down by $6000 or $7000 a year by going to annual testing for ground water that is different than air 

quality.  It is a waste of money, we are not getting any of this, nothing toxic is coming out of the cavity.      

Council President Pizzella asked if these are additional when you discussed at the League of Municipalities 

when you were in Trenton.  Is this different? 

Engineer Statile said no, we sat with them for an hour. 
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Council President Pizzella asked if these fees are because of that?  I believe we met with the DEP to talk about 

Centennial Field.  Are these fees they are discussing are they in addition to what we were discussing at that 

meeting, were there further violations and further non-compliance. 

Lois Spagnola was not sure what we talked about as far as fines being brought up at the meeting in November. 

They are talking about the fines because the original permit was not right, we did not write it.  The original 

permit allowed for a certain amount of methane as Chris was just talking about.  Technically every single time 

we submit a quarter’s results we are over that amount.  Until we modify the protocol we are technically 

subjected to a fine, every time we submit the data.  They are using that because they have not brought it up 

consistently, they only discussed it last time when I spoke to them early July and I think it was because they 

were just looking for us to modify that permit.  What happens is the limit for methane they are using a default 

number, it wasn’t put into the original permit.  They have no choice but to use the default number and they use 

the lowest quantifier they can find.  Even though we are super low when we submit that report our levels are 

above this non-stated documentation quantifying amount.   

Council President Pizzella asked why we have the closure of a landfill without a stated amount. 

Lois Spagnola said I can’t explain it.   

Engineer Statile said the air quality permit is separate from the closure.  We got the closure approval and the air 

quality was to follow.   

Council President Pizzella said the air quality comes from the DEP and they set the air levels.  

Lois Spagnola said we are supposed to set our own levels, we meaning the town.  They approve us, go ahead 

with the landfill, do it to the specifications they gave us, etc.  Chris certifies the as-builts we are building and 

then you have to write your own protocols.  What happened is nobody really wrote the protocol; the original 

environmental company never wrote the protocol so this is now languishing and languishing.  DEP is not very 

good and saying excuse me, we don’t have a protocol.  What are you doing?  When we got involved with this 

over two years ago, we asked where is the protocol so we know what we are sampling for, no one ever wrote a 

protocol. 

Council President Pizzella asked if that is negligence on the part of the environmental group? 

Lois Spagnola said I don’t like to say that but yes, it is.  To sue them and to collect on that at this stage of the 

game knowing what I know in being involved in litigation of the environmental nature it is cheaper to move 

forward.  As long as they don’t assess any fines we can catch up and I think we are just about there so I don’t 

think you would get any appreciable benefit, you would just get a big bill from the attorney.   

Council President Pizzella asked if the DEP understands we don’t have a protocol. 

Lois Spagnola said that is our fault.  We were supposed to have written it and we remedied that in 2017.  That 

was the quickest thing to get in.  Now what is happening is we want to reduce, these fines they are threatening 

an old thing.  We are not violating anything now but they say we have been going all this time without a 

protocol so we have to use this number so now you are in trouble.   From 2017 we have been fine and the only 

problem we were having was we were submitting the quarterly reports and they were claiming they didn’t have 

them.  Once we finally got that remedied at the meeting in November subsequently, we sent them copies and 

finally we got acknowledgement.  We are fine at that point. 

Mayor Ruocco said the lack of a protocol goes back 15 years.   

Lois Spagnola asked when was the landfill finalized. 

Engineer Statile said that was during my absence.  We finalized in May 2005.  The protocol starts with the air 

quality permit. 

Lois Spagnola said there is a time factor built in but she did not know on the top of her head what that is.  She 

thought it was months, she did not think it is a year.  They expect you to sample what you would typically do, 

we would sample for a period of time, six months to a year, to set what is typical for this environment, for this 

landfill.  Now we can set a standard, every landfill is different; some have a lot more methane, some have a lot 

less; this is in the area of residential property so there are different factors but the bottom line is that is how it 
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typically works.  She is not sure how long you have once you have your landfill established and o.k. with the 

DEP and how long to set the protocol.   

Engineer Statile said the landfill started in 1945.  Hillsdale stopped dumping waste other than leaves in 1980, 

we were told by the state to close the landfill.  It took us 25 years to get there.   

Lois Spagnoli said you are not subject to legacy landfill regulations at all.  You closed it much after; it is subject 

when you formally established it as a landfill.  That is technically how that works.   

Mayor Ruocco said our residents want to know if our children are in any way in any risk. 

Lois Spagnoli said absolutely not, the levels are so low.  You would get more from a herd of cows.  Every time 

we have done the land bar testing; if you think of the landfill testing points around the landfill, around the 

ballfields, they act like sentinels for us, what is going on.  Those land bar tests done adjacent to residential 

properties are additional insurance that say absolutely this is not happening.  We get nothing in the land bar 

testing, it is clean, zero, every time.  It is nothing at all.  There is a protocol to de-landfill it.   The only way you 

could get that approved by the DEP if you showed zero methane consistently down the pike for at least two 

years.  We are not at zero; we are really low and you have more worry standing next to a bus and breathing that 

than you would playing on these ballfields every week.  That is a whole big thing, you would have to clean out 

areas of it, destroy the top cover, and get to those spots.  I don’t know if that is feasible at this point.  It may be 

worth looking at it long, long term – five to ten years – but I don’t see DEP approving that in the next 12 

months or two years.  It is a big process.  I think if it weren’t a process you would have not have established a 

landfill at all, you would have just cleaned out the debris and start from scratch.  I don’t think it is cost effective 

at all.   

Mayor Ruocco thanked Ms. Spagnola, and said our DPW Superintendent has joined us and invited him to give 

us a report. 

William Haffler, DPW Superintendent, said we had a small garage fire and was delayed.  He assumed Chris 

Statile brought up the road program and it is going along very well.  We have so much going on with the fields, 

streets, roads, buildings and are very busy.  We have an upgrade at the recycling center and hopefully by next 

month we will have that up and running, if not September definitely October.  We are cleaning up the recycling 

center and there are a few things at the Borough garage to make the area more presentable.  We have new 

computer software and we are extremely pleased with it already.  It is simple and user friendly and get good 

use.  He will have something available for the Council first and will need the Borough Clerk’s assistance and a 

good interactive tool for the community for public works issues.  It is a work order system for us and we are 

tracking our work orders and citizens requests also and anyone in Hillsdale can utilize it.  If anyone has the app, 

they can request service.  It is a wonderful tool for us to stay on top of our requests.  We are getting our garbage 

trucks serviced as we speak and up to par for leaf season and we are going out to bid for our supplemental 

garbage trucks which are a huge help for us, our five packers and at least one supplemental.  We already have 

our budget requests for our leaf disposal with Demarest and we are ahead of the ball with that.  He believes 

everything for leaf season is on board. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

 

Motion to receipt and file ________  Second ________ 

Council Members Lundy, Council President Pizzella, Segalas, DeRosa, Escobar, Horvath 

 

DISCUSSION:  

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Mayor Ruocco opened the Public Comment period at this time inviting anyone to come forward, seeing no one, 

the Public Comment period was closed.   
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ORDINANCES: Adoptions/Introductions: 

19-14 – (Adoption) 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 63 OF THE CODE OF THE 

BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, IN ORDER TO 

REVISE THE TABLE OF ORGANIZATION OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO ADD THE 

POSITIONS OF CLASS I AND CLASS II SPECIAL LAW ENFORCMENT OFFICERS (SLEOS) 

 

WHEREAS, Chapter 63 of the Code of the Borough of Hillsdale established the Table of Organization for the 

Hillsdale Police Department; and  

WHEREAS, the current Table of Organization does not provide for the positions of Class I and Class II Special 

Law Enforcement Officers; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council are desirous of adding and filling the position(s) of Class I and Class II 

Special Law Enforcement Officers (SLEO I and SELO II) in the Borough, in accordance with the recommendation 

of the Chief of Police; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

Chapter 63-9A(3) of the Code of the Borough of Hillsdale is hereby amended to insert Class I and Class II Special 

Law Enforcement Officers (SLEO I and SLEO II); and  

Hereinafter, Chapter 63-9 shall read as follows: 

§ 63-9.  Creation and composition.  

A.   Pursuant to the authority granted by N.J.S.A. 40A:14-118, the Borough of  

Hillsdale hereby establishes a Police Department in and for the Borough of Hillsdale, New Jersey, to 

consist of the following positions, and the maximum number of individuals assigned to each respective 

rank, as follows: 

(1)   Chief of Police: 1 

(2)   Captain: 1 

(3)   Lieutenant: 1 

(4)   Sergeant: 5  

(5)   Patrol officers: 16. See Subsection C below. 

(6) Class I Special Law Enforcement Officers (SLEO I) who are special law enforcement officers 

authorized to perform routine traffic details, spectator control and other similar duties.  Class one officers shall 

be empowered to issues summons for disorderly persons and petty disorderly person’s offenses, violations of 

municipal ordinances and violations of Title 39. Class one officers are not authorized to carry a firearm and 

shall not be assigned to any duty which may require the carrying of a firearm. Such officers are subject to the 

qualifications and provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:14-146.10, et seq., including terms of office. 

(7) Class II Special Law Enforcement Officers (SLEO II) who are special law enforcement officers 

authorized to exercise full police powers and duties similar to those of a permanent, regularly appointed full-

time police officer. Class two officers may only carry a firearm while engaged in the actual performance of the 

officer’s official duties and when specifically authorized by the Chief of Police.  Such officers are subject to the 

qualifications and provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:14-146.10, et seq., including terms of office. 

(8)   Class III Special Law Enforcement Officers (SLEO III) who are retired regular police officers and who 

may from time to time be appointed and shall serve at the pleasure of the governing body for a term not to exceed 

one year, which officers shall not be members of the regular police force but shall nevertheless be under the 

control and supervision of the Chief of Police for use solely as school security officers as detailed in N.J.S.A. 

40A:14-146.10, et seq.: as necessary. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19-14_(A).pdf
http://ecode360.com/10342090#10342090
http://ecode360.com/10342091#10342091
http://ecode360.com/10342092#10342092
http://ecode360.com/10342093#10342093
http://ecode360.com/10342094#10342094
http://ecode360.com/10342095#10342095
http://ecode360.com/15217051#15217051
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B. This Section shall not be construed as establishing any right on the part of any member or members of the 

Police Department to appointment to any position within the Department, nor shall it be construed as 

terminating or interrupting any period of service or tenure of any member of the Hillsdale Police 

Department.  The existence and continuance of any of the above-specified offices and the number of 

appointees to each such office shall be determined by the governing body as it may, from time to time, in 

its sole discretion, deem reasonably necessary for the efficient and effective operation of the Department. 

C. In the event that there is an unfilled vacancy in any of the superior officer positions, the maximum number 

of patrol officers shall be increased by the number of such vacancies.  However, in no event shall the 

maximum number of officers in the Police Department, including the Chief, Captain, Lieutenant, 

Sergeants and Patrol Officers, but excluding Special Law Enforcement Officers, exceed 19 members.   

D. The Borough Administrator of the Borough of Hillsdale shall be deemed to be the "appropriate authority" 

for purposes of the Borough Code and N.J.S.A. 40A:14-118. 

 

Section 2.  Ratification of Prior Actions; No Interruption in Service.   

The Borough does hereby ratify and reconfirm all prior actions concerning hiring and promotion in the Police 

Department taken prior to the adoption of this Ordinance.  Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed as 

terminating or interrupting any period of service or tenure of any member of the Hillsdale Police Department. 

Section 3.  Repeal of Inconsistent Ordinances. 

All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed only to the extent 

necessary to give this Ordinance full force and effect. 

Section 4.  Savings Clause. 

Nothing in this Ordinance shall be construed to affect any suit or proceeding impending in any court, or any rights 

acquired, or liability incurred, or any cause or causes of action acquired or existing, under any act or ordinance 

hereby repealed pursuant to this Ordinance, nor shall any just or legal right or remedy of any character be lost, 

impaired or affected by this Ordinance. 

Section 5.  Severability. 

The various parts, sections and clauses of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. If any part, sentence, 

paragraph, section or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, the 

remainder of the Ordinance shall not be affected thereby. 

Section 6. Effective Date. 

This ordinance shall become effective upon adoption and publication as required by law. 

 

Motion to open public hearing on Ordinance 19-14 by Council Member Lundy, Second by Council Member 

Escobar, and unanimously carried.  

 

I will now open the meeting to the public.  If anyone desires to be heard regarding Ordinance No. 19-14, please 

raise your hand to be recognized, come forward to the microphone and state your name and address for the record. 

Seeing no one, I will now entertain a motion that the public hearing on Ordinance No. 19-14 be closed and that it 

be resolved that this ordinance was posted on the bulletin board on which public notices are customarily posted 

and published in the Ridgewood News.  Copies of said ordinance were made available to the general public.  

Motion to close public hearing on Ordinance 19-14 by Council Member DeRosa, Second by Council Member 

Lundy, and unanimously carried.  

 

Motion to adopt Ordinance No.  19-14 by Council Member Lundy, Second by Council Member DeRosa. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members Escobar, Lundy, Council President Pizzella, Segalas, Horvath, DeRosa 

Nays:  None 
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Now, therefore, be it resolved that this ordinance is adopted and the Borough Clerk is authorized to advertise the 

same according to law.     

 

19-15 – (Introduction) 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO UPDATE ORDINANCE 19-08 THAT PROVIDES FOR AND DETERMINES THE 

RATE, AMOUNT, AND METHOD OF PAYMENT COMPENSATION TO PERSONS HOLDING 

CERTAIN OFFICE AND POSITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT IN THE BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE, 

COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (FOR THE ADDITION OF CLASS I & CLASS 2 

POLICE OFFICER RATES FOR THE 2019—2020 SCHOOL YEAR) 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, in the County of Bergen, and State of New Jersey as 

follows: 

 SECTION 1.  The rate of compensation of persons holding any of the hereafter named offices and 

positions of employment, which compensation shall be on an annual basis unless otherwise specified, is hereby 

fixed and determined to be as set opposite the title of each of the hereinafter named offices and positions of 

employment.  Whenever there shall be set forth a minimum and maximum rate of compensation the employee or 

officer shall be compensated at an annual rate within such range. 

 SECTION 2.  Each employee set forth in this Section shall receive annual compensation as set forth below. 

  TITLE MAXIMUM 

 

19a 
Class I Police Officers 

(2019-2020 -Hourly) 
 Not to Exceed $15.00/hr                        

 

19b 
Class II Police Officers 

(2019-2020 – Hourly) 
Not to Exceed $25.00/hr 

 

 

SECTION 3.  If an employee performed a unique assignment of exceptional value to the Borough requiring 

significant time and effort in addition to his/her usual responsibilities, the Borough Council may grant a bonus 

not to exceed $5,000 to this employee. 

SECTION 4.  The compensation fixed and determined by this Ordinance for the persons holding the respective 

offices and positions of employment herein named, shall, except as otherwise provided by statute, ordinance or 

resolution, be in lieu of all other fees, costs and charges received and collected by such offices and employees 

shall remit such funds promptly to the Borough Treasurer. 

SECTION 5.  All ordinances and resolutions inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby 

repealed as to such inconsistencies. 

SECTION 6.  This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage (in accordance with state law), 

approval (in accordance with state law), and publication of notice thereof as required by law, and the provisions 

of this Ordinance shall be retroactive to January 1, 2019, unless otherwise noted. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that Ordinance No. 19-15 does now pass a first reading and that said Ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a meeting of the Mayor and Council in the Municipal Building, 380 Hillsdale 

Avenue, Hillsdale, New Jersey, on September 3, 2019 and at said time and place all persons interested will be 

given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same, and the Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish 

said ordinance in the Ridgewood News once, at least one week prior to said hearing, with a notice of its 

introduction and of the time and place, when and where said ordinance would be considered for final passage. 

Motion by Council Member Lundy, Second  by Council Member Horvath. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members Lundy, Council President Pizzella, Segalas, DeRosa, Escobar, Horvath 

Nays:  None 

 

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): R19174 through R19202: 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19-15_(I)_b.pdf


 

12 
 Regular Meeting  

August 7, 2019 

R19174 Resolution Appointing Class III Special Law Enforcement Officer to the Hillsdale Police 

Department for the 2019-2020 School Year – Hugh Ames 
 

WHEREAS, On July 12, 2017 the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale adopted an Ordinance 

Amending and Supplementing Chapter 63 of the Borough Code to revise the Table of Organization of the Police 

Department to add the position of Class III Special Law Enforcement Officer; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of appointing Hugh Ames as a Class III Officer for the 2019-2020 school 

year; and 

WHEREAS, Hugh Ames is desirous of accepting the position; and 

WHEREAS, all funding is subject to reimbursement from the Hillsdale Board of Education; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey, that Hugh Ames, is hereby appointed as Class III Officers of the Hillsdale Police Department at an 

hourly rate not to exceed $33.00 per hour covering the 2019-2020 school year. 

 

 

R19175 Resolution Appointing Class III Special Law Enforcement Officer to the Hillsdale Police 

Department for the 2019-2020 School Year – Michael Niego 
 

WHEREAS, On July 12, 2017 the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale adopted an Ordinance 

Amending and Supplementing Chapter 63 of the Borough Code to revise the Table of Organization of the Police 

Department to add the position of Class III Special Law Enforcement Officer; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of appointing Michael Niego as a Class III Officer for the 2019-2020 school 

year; and 

WHEREAS, Michael Niego is desirous of accepting the position; and 

WHEREAS, All funding is subject to reimbursement from the Hillsdale Board of Education; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey, that Michael Niego, is hereby appointed as Class III Officers of the Hillsdale Police Department at 

an hourly rate not to exceed $33.00 per hour covering the 2019-2020 school year. 

 

 

R19176 Resolution Appointing Class III Special Law Enforcement Officer to the Hillsdale Police 

Department for the 2019-2020 School Year – Chip Stalter 
 

WHEREAS, On July 12, 2017 the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale adopted an Ordinance 

Amending and Supplementing Chapter 63 of the Borough Code to revise the Table of Organization of the Police 

Department to add the position of Class III Special Law Enforcement Officer; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of appointing Elwood (Chip) Stalter as a Class III Officer for the 2019-

2020 school year; and 

WHEREAS, Elwood (Chip) Stalter is desirous of accepting the position; and 

WHEREAS, All funding is subject to reimbursement from the Hillsdale Board of Education; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey, that Elwood (Chip) Stalter, is hereby appointed as Class III Officers of the Hillsdale Police 

Department at an hourly rate not to exceed $33.00 per hour covering the 2019-2020 school year. 

 

 

R19177 Resolution Appointing Class III Special Law Enforcement Officer to the Hillsdale Police 

Department for the 2019-2020 School Year – John Scordato 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19174(1).pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19175(1).pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19176(1).pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19177B.pdf
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WHEREAS, On July 12, 2017 the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale adopted an Ordinance 

Amending and Supplementing Chapter 63 of the Borough Code to revise the Table of Organization of the Police 

Department to add the position of Class III Special Law Enforcement Officer; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of appointing John Scordato as a Class III Officer for the 2019-2020 school 

year; and 

WHEREAS, John Scordato is desirous of accepting the full-time position; and 

WHEREAS, all funding is subject to reimbursement from the Hillsdale Board of Education; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey, that John Scordato, is hereby appointed as Class III Officer of the Hillsdale Police Department for 

the 2019-2020 School Year with an hourly salary not to exceed $33.00/hour. 

 

 

R19178 Resolution Approving the Purchase of Data Communications Systems from the State of New 

Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a – HPE Aruba Phone System 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c), may by 

resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the State of New Jersey 

Cooperative Purchasing Program and other approved Cooperative Purchasing Programs for any State or 

Cooperative Purchasing contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the Division of Purchase and Property in 

the Department of the Treasury and/or by the approve the Cooperative Purchasing Program; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program; 

and  

WHEREAS, the Borough will purchase HPE Aruba Phone System for the Borough in the amount not to exceed 

$5,000.00 through the State Cooperative Purchasing Program in 2019 on Contract #88130 & 89966; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Hillsdale approves the Purchase HPE Aruba 

Phone System from SHI International Corp 300 Davidson Drive Somerset, New Jersey, in the amount not to 

exceed $5,000.00 in accordance with the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program, Contract # 88130 

& 89966 valid June 1, 2019 through May 31, 2020. 

 

R19179 Resolution Authorizing the Signing of the Agreement with the Hillsdale Board of Education to 

Assign Class III Special Law Enforcement Officers 
 

WHEREAS, recent legislation has enabled municipalities to establish the position of Class III Special Law 

Enforcement Officer (SLEO III) for the purpose of serving as school security officers under the control and 

supervision of the Chief of Police; and  

WHEREAS, upon the recommendation of the Chief of Police of the Borough of Hillsdale Police Department, the 

Mayor and Council enacted an Ordinance to establish such a position in the Borough to assist with school security; 

and  

WHEREAS, the Hillsdale Board of Education (hereinafter “HDBOE”) has requested the assignment of SLEO 

IIIs at George White Middle School, Meadowbrook School and Ann Blanche Smith School; and  

 WHEREAS, the parties have agreed, or shall agree, to the terms and have created an Agreement whereby a Class 

III member of the Hillsdale Police Department, a Borough employee under the direction of the Hillsdale Police Chief, 

shall be assigned duty at George White Middle School, Meadowbrook School and Ann Blanche Smith School; 

and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey, that upon final agreement, Mayor Ruocco is hereby authorized to sign said Agreement with HDBOE, 

and all other appropriate Borough professionals are hereby authorized and directed to take any and all steps 

necessary to effectuate the purposes of said document. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19178c.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19179.pdf
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R19180 Resolution Authorizing the Signing of the Agreement with Pascack Valley Regional High 

School to Assign Class III Special Law Enforcement Officers 
 

WHEREAS, recent legislation has enabled municipalities to establish the position of Class III Special Law 

Enforcement Officer (SLEO III) for the purpose of serving as school security officers under the control and 

supervision of the Chief of Police; and  

WHEREAS, upon the recommendation of the Chief of Police of the Borough of Hillsdale Police Department, the 

Mayor and Council enacted an Ordinance to establish such a position in the Borough to assist with school security; 

and  

WHEREAS, the Pascack Valley Regional High School (hereinafter “PVRHS”) has requested the assignment of 

SLEO IIIs at PVRHS; and  

WHEREAS, the parties have agreed, or shall agree, to the terms and have created an Agreement whereby a Class 

III member of the Hillsdale Police Department, a Borough employee under the direction of the Hillsdale Police Chief, 

shall be assigned duty at PVRHS. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey, that upon final agreement, Mayor Ruocco is hereby authorized to sign said Agreement with PVRHS, 

and all other appropriate Borough professionals are hereby authorized and directed to take any and all steps 

necessary to effectuate the purposes of said document. 

 

 

R19181 Resolution Approving the Municipal Alliance Grant – Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and 

Drug Abuse Fiscal Grant Cycle July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020 
 

WHEREAS, the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse established the Municipal Alliances for the 

Prevention of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse in 1989 to educate and engage residents, local government and law 

enforcement officials, schools, nonprofit organizations, the faith community, parents, youth and other allies in 

efforts to prevent alcoholism and drug abuse in communities throughout New Jersey. 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey recognizes 

that the abuse of alcohol and drugs is a serious problem in our society amongst persons of all ages; and therefore, 

has an established Municipal Alliance Committee; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council further recognizes that it is incumbent upon not only public officials but upon 

the entire community to take action to prevent such abuses in our community; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council has applied for funding to the Governor’s Council on Alcoholism and Drug 

Abuse through the County of Bergen; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey 

hereby recognizes the following: 

1. The Borough Council does hereby authorize submission of a strategic plan for the Hillsdale Municipal 

Alliance grant for fiscal year 2020 in the amount of: 

 

   DEDR   $9,876.00 

   Cash Match  $2,469.00 

   In-Kind  $7,404.00 

 

2. The Borough Council acknowledges the terms and conditions for administering the Municipal Alliance 

grant, including the administrative compliance and audit requirements. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19180.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19181a.pdf
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R19182 Payment of Bills 

 

 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19182.pdf
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R19183 Resolution Approving a Waiver to Serve Alcohol at the Hillsdale Festival 

 

WHEREAS, Borough Code of the Borough of Hillsdale prohibits the consumption of alcohol on Borough 

Property; and  

WHEREAS, on September 14, 2019 (with a rain date of September 15, 2019) the Borough Council and the 

Hillsdale Recreation Commission is sponsoring a “Town Festival” at Beechwood Park, from 12:00 pm to 5:00 

p.m.; and  

WHEREAS, the sponsors desire to have a Beer Garden as part of the Festival. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey, that there shall be a waiver from said Borough Code allowing alcohol on Borough Property for the 

Hillsdale Town Day Festival, only for the date, location and times aforementioned. 
 

R19184 Resolution Authorizing a Shared Service Agreement between the Borough of Hillsdale and the 

Borough of Paramus for the Services of Quality of Life Officers. 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Paramus currently has Quality of Life Officers that provide the enforcement of 

Borough Codes and Ordinances such as (but not limited to) 

• Noise 

• Property Maintenance Codes 

• Commercial Zoning 

• Snow Removal 

• Building/Residential Codes 

• Parking 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has a need to hire a Quality of Life Officer for the Borough of Hillsdale; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Paramus will provide the Borough of Hillsdale Quality of Life Officers to help 

enforce all building/residential codes and ordinances to protect public health and safety; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Paramus will provide service as scheduled by the Borough of Hillsdale and as well 

as on an on-call basis; and 

WHEREAS, the Quality of Life Officers are authorized and have the ability to issue notice of violations and 

summons when necessary through the Borough of Hillsdale Court System; and 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Hillsdale and the Borough of Paramus wish to enter into a shared services 

agreement (“Agreement”) whereby the Borough of Paramus will provide Quality of Life Officers for the Borough 

of Hillsdale for a period of one year beginning September 1, 2019 through August 31, 2020 and at a rate of 

$25.00/hour; and 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19183.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19184B.pdf
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AGREED, in consideration of the promises and of the covenants, terms, and 

conditions hereinafter set forth, the Borough of Paramus and the Borough of Hillsdale agree to perform in 

accordance with the provisions, terms and conditions set forth in the Agreement. 

 

R19185 Resolution Approving the Purchase of Data Communications Systems from the State of New 

Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a – Cisco Phone System 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c), may by 

resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the State of New Jersey 

Cooperative Purchasing Program and other approved Cooperative Purchasing Programs for any State or 

Cooperative Purchasing contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the Division of Purchase and Property in 

the Department of the Treasury and/or by the approve the Cooperative Purchasing Program; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough will purchase a CISCO Phone System for the Borough in the amount not to exceed 

$20,000.00 through the State Cooperative Purchasing Program in 2019 on Contract #87720; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Hillsdale approves the Purchase CISCO Phone 

System from SHI International Corp 300 Davidson Drive Somerset, New Jersey, in the amount not to exceed 

$20,000.00 in accordance with the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program, Contract # 87720 valid 

April 16, 2016 through May 31, 2020. 

 

R19186 Resolution Authorizing the Refund of the Performance Guarantee for 117 Highland Avenue, 

Block 1908, Lot 11 
 

WHEREAS, Shannon Ribler, is the Property Owner of the property located at 117 Highland Avenue; in the 

Borough of Hillsdale, Block 1908, Lot 11 and has posted a Performance Guarantee in the amount of $3,500.00; 

and 

WHEREAS, the Property Owner has now requested the return of the Performance Bond in connection with said 

property; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has certified via his July 15, 2019 letter to the Construction Official that final 

inspections have been completed and that Shannon Ribler is entitled to the performance guarantee return in the 

total amount of ($3,500.00); 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale, County of 

Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby authorizes the return of the Performance Guarantee in the amount of 

$3,500.00.       

R19187 Approval to submit a Grant Application and Execute a Grant Agreement with the New Jersey 

Department of Transportation for the Borough of Hillsdale Intersection Safety Improvements 

Project. 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale desires to receive $242,310 in funds from the New Jersey Department of 

Transportation Highway Trust Fund for the purpose of making pedestrian safety improvements to intersections 

along travel routes to mass transit; and 

WHEREAS, the Department’s Safe Routes to Transit program is to encourage New Jersey residents to safely 

utilize mass transit, make pedestrian travel pathways safer, increase ridership; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer has developed a plan of action and cost estimate to improve key signalized 

and non-signalized intersections through the addition of high intensity pavement markings within the 

connecting crosswalks and other physical complementary safety improvements; and  

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19185b.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19186.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19187a.pdf
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WHEREAS, the intersection improvements will benefit the local schools and the business areas of the Borough 

by providing safer travel paths; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough, formally approves the grant 

application for the above stated project.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to submit an electronic grant 

application identified as SST-2020-Hillsdale Borough-00063 to the New Jersey Department of Transportation 

on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the grant agreement 

on behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale and that their signature constitutes acceptance of the terms and conditions 

of the grant agreement and approves the execution of the grant agreement.  

R19188 Resolution Authorizing the Donation of a 2006 Gulf Stream Trailer to the Borough of Lodi 

Office of Emergency Management 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is currently in possession of a 2006 Gulf Stream Trailer, VIN number 

1NLIGTR2061035608 (hereinafter, “Trailer”); and  

WHEREAS, the Borough does not currently utilize said Trailer, and have determined it is no longer necessary for 

Borough use; and  

WHEREAS, The Borough of Lodi Office of Emergency Management, located at 1 Memorial Drive in the 

Borough of Lodi, State of New Jersey, has a need for said Trailer; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale desires to donate said Trailer to the Borough of Lodi Office of Emergency 

Management. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey, that: 

The Borough of Hillsdale is hereby authorized to take all steps necessary to donate the 2006 Gulf Stream Trailer, 

VIN number 1NLIGTR2061035608, to the Borough of Lodi Office of Emergency Management. The Borough of 

Lodi shall be responsible for obtaining the proper Title, Insurance and Registration for said vehicle. 
    

R19189 Resolution Approving the Purchase of One (1) 2019 Chevy Tahoe Vehicle from the State of 

New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c), may by 

resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the State of New Jersey 

Cooperative Purchasing Program and other approved Cooperative Purchasing Programs for any State or 

Cooperative Purchasing contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the Division of Purchase and Property in 

the Department of the Treasury and/or by the approve the Cooperative Purchasing Program; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program; 

and  

WHEREAS, the Borough will purchase one (1) 2020 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV 4x4 Vehicle for the Police 

Department in the amount not to exceed $36,474.32 through the State Cooperative Purchasing Program Contract 

#19-Fleet-00842; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Hillsdale approves the Purchase of one (1) 

2020 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV 4x4 Vehicle from Gentilini Chevrolet, 500 John S Penn Blvd, Woodbine, NJ 08270, 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19188.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19189.pdf
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$36,474.32 in accordance with the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program, Contract #19-Fleet-

00842 valid September 15,2015 through September 14, 2019. 

       

R19190 Resolution Approving the Purchase of Police Car Lights/Accessories for the 2019 Chevy Tahoe 

from the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program N.J.S.A, 40A:11-12a 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c), may by 

resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the State of New Jersey 

Cooperative Purchasing Program and other approved Cooperative Purchasing Programs for any State or 

Cooperative Purchasing contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the Division of Purchase and Property in 

the Department of the Treasury and/or by the approve the Cooperative Purchasing Program; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program; 

and  

WHEREAS, the Borough will purchase police car lights and accessories for police vehicles through the State 

Cooperative Purchasing Program on Whelen NJ State Contract #17-Fleet-00768; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Hillsdale approves the Purchase of police car 

lights for police vehicles from East Coast Emergency Lighting, Inc, 200 Mecco Drive Millstone Twp, 08535, for 

a total not to exceed $14,347.60 in accordance with the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program, 

Whelen NJ State Contract # 17-Fleet-00768 valid May 15, 2019 through May 14, 2023. 

 

R19191 Resolution Approving the Purchase of One (1) 2019 Ford Explorer Vehicle from the State of 

New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c), may by 

resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the State of New Jersey 

Cooperative Purchasing Program and other approved Cooperative Purchasing Programs for any State or 

Cooperative Purchasing contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the Division of Purchase and Property in 

the Department of the Treasury and/or by the approve the Cooperative Purchasing Program; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program; 

and  

WHEREAS, the Borough will purchase one (1) 2020 Ford Utility Interceptor Vehicle for the Police Department 

in the amount not to exceed $31,787.60 through the State Cooperative Purchasing Program on Contract #A88728; 

and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Hillsdale approves the Purchase of one (1) 

2020 Ford Utility Interceptor Vehicle from Winner Ford, Cherry Hill, New Jersey, in the amount not to exceed 

$31,787.60 in accordance with the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program, Contract # A88728 

valid March 6, 2015 through September 15, 2019. 

 

R19192 Resolution Approving the Purchase of Police Car Lights/Accessories from the State of New 

Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program N.J.S.A, 40A:11-12a 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c), may by 

resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the State of New Jersey 

Cooperative Purchasing Program and other approved Cooperative Purchasing Programs for any State or 

Cooperative Purchasing contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the Division of Purchase and Property in 

the Department of the Treasury and/or by the approve the Cooperative Purchasing Program; and  

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19190.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19191a.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19192.pdf
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WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program; 

and  

WHEREAS, the Borough will purchase police car lights and accessories for police vehicles through the State 

Cooperative Purchasing Program on Whelen NJ State Contract #17-Fleet-00761 & Havis NJ State Contract # 17-

Fleet-00719; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Hillsdale approves the Purchase of police car 

lights for police vehicles from East Coast Emergency Lighting, Inc, 200 Mecco Drive Millstone Twp, 08535, for 

a total not to exceed $13,231.54 in accordance with the State of New Jersey Cooperative Purchasing Program, 

Whelen NJ State Contract # 17-Fleet-00719 & Havis NJ State Contract # 17-Fleet-00719 valid May 15, 2019 

through May 14, 2023. 

 

R19193 Resolution Authorizing the Additional Construction, Labor and Materials to Replace the 

Dispatch Desk at the Police Department Through the State of New Jersey Cooperative 

Purchasing Program N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a and N.J.A.C. 5:34-7.29(c), may by 

resolution and without advertising for bids, purchase any goods or services under the State of New Jersey 

Cooperative Purchasing Program and other approved Cooperative Purchasing Programs for any State or 

Cooperative Purchasing contracts entered into on behalf of the State by the Division of Purchase and Property in 

the Department of the Treasury and/or by the approve the Cooperative Purchasing Program; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the Educational Services Commission of New Jersey, New 

Jersey State approved Cooperative Pricing System #65MCESCCPS Purchasing Program; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough has the need to add additional work for the replacement of the dispatch desk at the 

Police Station through the Educational Services Commission of New Jersey, New Jersey State approved 

Cooperative Pricing System #65MCESCCPS Purchasing Program valid 6/26/17-6/25/20; and  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and the Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to 

execute an agreement for the additional work on the dispatch desk at the Police Station with Murray Paving & 

Concrete 17 Park Place, Paramus, New Jersey 07652, in an amount not to exceed $3,310.14 in accordance with 

the Educational Services Commission of New Jersey, New Jersey State approved Cooperative Pricing System 

#65MCESCCPS. 

 

R19194 Resolution Authorizing the Mayor to Sign and Submit the Forestry Management Plan for the 

Borough of Hillsdale 
 

WHEREAS, The Borough of Hillsdale, County of Bergen and State of New Jersey applied for and obtained a 

grant from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, State Forest Service, Green Communities 

Grant in the amount of $3,000.00 for the hiring of a certified arborist to assist in the development of a Community 

Forestry Plan; and 

WHEREAS, John. D. Linson, a certified Forester was engaged by the Borough of Hillsdale to prepare the 

Community Forestry Management Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale desires to authorize the Mayor to sign the Community 

Forestry Management Plan for the Borough of Hillsdale; and   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of the Borough of Hillsdale, that that they 

do hereby approve and authorize the Mayor to sign the Community Forestry Plan for the Borough of Hillsdale. 

         

R19195 Resolution Re-Authorizing Education Services Commission of NJ (ESCNJ) Cooperative Pricing 

System #65MCESCCPS; Bid #ESCNJ 18/19-25 (Grounds Equipment) & ESCNJ 18/19-22 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19193a.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19194a.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19195a.pdf
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(Snow Equipment) for the Purchase of a Kubota L6060HSTC 4WD Cab Tractor (Price 

Adjustment) 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the Education Services Commission of New Jersey County 

Cooperative Pricing System and desires to use the Co-Op for the purchase of a new Kubota L6060HSTC 4WD 

Cab Tractor for the Department of Public Works; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Education Services Commission of New Jersey County Cooperative Pricing System 

#65MCESCCPS, awarded to various vendors under the Co-Op Bid #18/19-25 (Grounds Equipment) and 18/19-

22 (Snow Equipment) for the commodity of a Kubota L6060HSTC 4WD Cab Tractor; and  

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale will be purchasing the tractor for the Department of Public Works Building 

through  

Cherry Valley Tractor Sales 

35 Route 70 West 

Marlton, New Jersey 08053-3099 

Contract Period is #18/19-25 (Grounds Equipment) is February 22, 2019 through February 21, 2020 and 18/19-

22 (Snow Equipment) is December 18, 2018 through December 17, 2020; and 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Hillsdale authorizes the purchase of a new 

Kubota L6060HSTC 4WD Cab Tractor for the Department of Public Works under the Education Services 

Commission of New Jersey County Cooperative Pricing System #65MCESCCPS with the amount not to exceed 

Fifty-seven thousand five hundred sixty-nine dollars and seventy-five cents ($57,569.75). 

 

R19196 Resolution Authorizing the Bergen County Cooperative System #11-BCCPS; Contract 

Purchasing System Bid #17-50.1 – Service Commodity: Roof Repair, Replacement & 

Maintenance 

 
 

R19197 Authorizing Disposal of Surplus Property Conducted Through GovDeals 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is the owner of certain surplus property which is no longer 

needed for public use; and  

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19196c.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19197A(1).pdf
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WHEREAS, the Municipal Council are desirous of selling said surplus property in an “as is” condition 

without express or implied warranties.  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Municipal Council in the Borough of Hillsdale in 

the County of Bergen as follows:  

 

(1) The sale of the surplus property shall be conducted through GovDeals pursuant to State Contract A-

83453 in accordance with the terms and conditions of the State Contract. The terms and conditions of the 

agreement entered into with GovDeals is available online at govdeals.com and also available from the Borough 

Clerk’s Office;  

 

(2) The sale will be conducted online and the address of the auction site is govdeals.com;  

 

(3) All buyers premiums to be paid by the purchaser;  

 

(4) The sale is being conducted pursuant to Local Finance Notice 2008-9.  

 

(5) A list of the surplus property to be sold is as follows:  
 

MISC 
EQUIPMENT 

          

YEAR ITEM MODEL.TYPE VIN/SERIAL NUMBER FIXED 
ASSET # 

MINIMUM BID 
AMOUNT 

2007 Police 
Interceptor 

Ford Crown Victoria 2FAHP71WX7X101204 1424 $500.00                         

N/A Wheel Balancer Snap-On EEWB304A G61EA020 1583 $100.00                               

N/A Tire Changer Snap-On EEWH304A 9001423 78 $100.00                              

1979 Tractor Ford 2000 M#B1022B S#C286128 N/A $100.00                                

1998 Truck/Salter International 4700 
DT466e 

1HT5CAANOWH541241 18 $500.00                                

N/A Seeder/Spreader 
Three Point 
Hitch 

Vicon 75400  52766 N/A $10.00                                  

  3/4 ton Military 
Trailer 

Cargo 500035-0542 N/A $100.00                                

N/A Chain Saw Poulan 365 Pro N/A   

N/A Chain Saw Poulan 365 Pro N/A   

N/A Chain Saw Poulan 365 Pro N/A   

N/A Chain Saw Poulan 365 Pro N/A   

N/A Chain Saw RedMax G3100T N/A   

N/A Chain Saw Solo 611 N/A  $25.00 ENTIRE 
LOT  

N/A Lightning 
Detector 

Course Alert N/A N/A  $100.00 ENTIRE 
LOT  

N/A Lightning 
Detector 

Course Alert N/A N/A 

N/A Lightning 
Detector 

Course Alert N/A N/A 

N/A Lightning 
Detector 

Course Alert N/A N/A 

N/A Lightning 
Detector 

Course Alert N/A N/A 

N/A Lightning 
Detector 

Course Alert N/A N/A 

N/A Lightning 
Detector 

Course Alert N/A N/A 

N/A Lightning 
Detector 

Course Alert N/A N/A 

N/A Lightning 
Detector 

Course Alert N/A N/A 

N/A Lightning 
Detector 

Course Alert Main 
Controller 

N/A N/A 
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(6) The surplus property as identified shall be sold in an “as-is” condition without express or implied 

warranties with the successful bidder required to execute a Hold Harmless and Indemnification Agreement 

concerning use of said surplus property.  

 

(7) The Borough Administrator sets the auction date. 

 

R19198 Corrective Action Plan 2018 Audit 

 

 
 

R19199 Resolution Appointing Class I Special Law Enforcement Officer to the Hillsdale Police 

Department for the Year 2019-2020 – Tabish Tahir  
 

WHEREAS, On August 7, 2019 the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale adopted an Ordinance 

Amending and Supplementing Chapter 63 of the Borough Code to revise the Table of Organization of the Police 

Department to add the position of Class I Special Law Enforcement Officer; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of appointing Tabish Tahir as a Class I Officer starting August 8, 2019 

through August 7, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, Tabish Tahir is desirous of accepting the position; and 

WHEREAS, the offer of employment is subject to the completion of the required background and medical testing 

as well as the completion of the academy; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey, that Tabish Tahir, is hereby appointed as a Class I Officer of the Hillsdale Police Department and 

will receive a one-time $1,000.00 stipend at the completion of the academy and then at an hourly rate not to 

exceed $15.00 per hour thereafter from August 8, 2019 through August 7, 2020. 

 

 

R19200 Resolution Appointing Class I Special Law Enforcement Officer to the Hillsdale Police 

Department for the Year 2019-2020 – Nicholas Novakowski 
 

WHEREAS, On August 7, 2019 the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale adopted an Ordinance Amending and 

Supplementing Chapter 63 of the Borough Code to revise the Table of Organization of the Police Department to add the 

position of Class I Special Law Enforcement Officer; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of appointing Nicholas Novakowski as a Class I Officer starting August 8, 2019 

through August 7, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, Nicholas Novakowski is desirous of accepting the position; and 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19198a.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19199a.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19200a.pdf
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WHEREAS, the offer of employment is subject to the completion of the required background and medical testing as well 

as the completion of the academy; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey, that Nicholas Novakowski, is hereby appointed as a Class I Officer of the Hillsdale Police 

Department and will receive a one-time $1,000.00 stipend at the completion of the academy and then at an hourly 

rate not to exceed $15.00 per hour thereafter from August 8, 2019 through August 7, 2020. 

 

R19201 Resolution Appointing Class I Special Law Enforcement Officer to the Hillsdale Police 

Department for the Year 2019-2020 – Tyler Soltes 
 

WHEREAS, On August 7, 2019 the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale adopted an Ordinance 

Amending and Supplementing Chapter 63 of the Borough Code to revise the Table of Organization of the Police 

Department to add the position of Class I Special Law Enforcement Officer; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of appointing Tyler Soltes as a Class I Officer starting August 8, 2019 

through August 7, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, Tyler Soltes is desirous of accepting the position; and 

WHEREAS, the offer of employment is subject to the completion of the required background and medical testing 

as well as the completion of the academy; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey, that Tyler Soltes, is hereby appointed as a Class I Officer of the Hillsdale Police Department and 

will receive a one-time $1,000.00 stipend at the completion of the academy and then at an hourly rate not to 

exceed $15.00 per hour thereafter from August 8, 2019 through August 7, 2020. 

 

 

R19202 Resolution Appointing Class I Special Law Enforcement Officer to the Hillsdale Police 

Department for the Year 2019-2020 – Juan Castellanos 
 

WHEREAS, On August 7, 2019 the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale adopted an Ordinance 

Amending and Supplementing Chapter 63 of the Borough Code to revise the Table of Organization of the Police 

Department to add the position of Class I Special Law Enforcement Officer; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough is desirous of appointing Juan Castellanos as a Class I Officer starting August 8, 2019 

through August 7, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, Juan Castellanos is desirous of accepting the position; and 

WHEREAS, the offer of employment is subject to the completion of the required background and medical testing 

as well as the completion of the academy; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of Hillsdale, County of Bergen, State of 

New Jersey, that Juan Castellanos, is hereby appointed as a Class I Officer of the Hillsdale Police Department 

and will receive a one-time $1,000.00 stipend at the completion of the academy and then at an hourly rate not to 

exceed $15.00 per hour thereafter from August 8, 2019 through August 7, 2020. 

 

Council Member Lundy requested removal of R19191 and R19192 from Consent Agenda.    

 

Council Member Segalas requested removal of R19194 

 

Motion by Council Member Lundy, Second by Council Member Escobar. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Council Members Segalas, DeRosa, Escobar, Horvath, Lundy, Council President Pizzella 

Nays:  None 

 

Resolution R19191.  Council Member Lundy said at our Budget Hearing we decided to go with a Chevy Tahoe 

but decided for a Ford Explorer; it doesn’t make sense to purchase two Tahoe’s.  She spoke with the Chief 

about waiting for the Explorer and he had no objection to that.   

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19201a.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19202a.pdf
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Mayor Ruocco said they want to see their experience with the Chevy Tahoe and not to go ahead with the 

purchase of the Ford Explorer.   

 

Council Member Lundy said they originally requested two Tahoe’s. 

 

Administrator DeJoseph said if we just purchase one the price is the same.  The other Resolution is for a Chevy 

Tahoe. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said the budget accommodates both. 

 

Administrator DeJoseph said correct; the way it is set up now is R19189 is for the Chevy Tahoe and R19190 is 

for Police Accessories for the Tahoe and R19191 I for the Explorer and R19192 for Police Accessories.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said the Chief will accept delay.  Assuming they like the Tahoe they will come back to us.   If 

there is no objection we will just remove R19191 and R19192. 

 

R19194.  Council Member Segalas asked that this Resolution be tabled. 

 

Mayor Ruocco asked if anyone had any difficulty opening the Forestry Management Plan.  If you haven’t read 

it you probably should table.  He asked the Administrator if there was any risk not passing it tonight and waiting 

until September.   

 

Administrator DeJoseph said we still have time to submit it. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said why don’t we delay this to the meeting of September 3 which gives everyone time to read 

the Forestry Management Plan; we will postpone that by agreement of the Council to the next meeting 

September 3.  If no one has read it, it is impropriate to read it now even though the Agenda was distributed 

Friday.  He requested the Borough Clerk send it via a special email to all the Council and everyone will have 

three weeks to read it.   

          

OFF-CONSENT: 

 

Motion ______   Second ______ 

Council Members Escobar, Horvath, Lundy, Council President Pizzella, Segalas, DeRosa 

 

Council President Pizzella indicated he wanted to make a motion. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said when the appropriate time to make the motion is and then we can have the discussion. 

 

Council President Pizzella said this is a motion to accept the recommendation of the Planning Board in designating 

the industrial area with specific risk of properties with the exception of the objectors as an area of redevelopment 

and to direct the committee proceed with appropriate next steps to start to develop a plan for that area.   

Second by Council Member Segalas.   

 

Council Member DeRosa did not want to move ahead with redevelopment.  He wants the Attorney’s advice and 

wanted to wait until the next meeting.   

 

Council President Pizzella said although we may not have a resolution to pass but we would have the acceptable 

motion and take the appropriate steps as a resolution; he wanted to be sure we are cognizant of our deadline in 

providing housing and also that we are diligent in making responses to what the Planning Board has done.  This 

was voted on a few weeks ago and he understands that Attorney Madaio is not here but a Resolution accepting 

the Planning Board’s recommendation, listing the properties, taking out the objector’s properties is that 

complicated.  He wanted to make sure that we are on top of it and doing what we need to take the appropriate 

steps.  Pending review of Council for a Resolution but we do have a draft Resolution that Attorney Madaio’ s 

assistant drafted and we also have the Planning Board’s Resolution and we could also reach out to others to be 

sure we are compliant.  It has taken this long and I don’t want it to go into October.   

 

Council Member DeRosa did not want to hold it up.  Based on correspondence, he believes he is in the appropriate 

time parameters and he believed the September 3rd and September 10 meeting would suffice. He believed the 

operating protocol is not good for something which hasn’t been reviewed.  No one is aware of an objection that 

would preclude the type of action you are talking about and September 3 would be the appropriate. 
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Mayor Ruocco said the draft sent by the assistant of Attorney Madaio had errors in the properties.  I am reluctant 

to recommend to the Council to move ahead with this, I would rather wait until Mr. Madaio or Mr. Wiss reviews 

a formal Resolution.  It is important, this Resolution is the critical document and I got a message too late this 

afternoon from the Court appointed Special Master (Frank Banisch)where it was emphasized to me because I had 

raised questions that he will be talking to Judge Farrington and he does not anticipate a problem.  We interpreted 

his prior written material correctly and we have until the end of September to pass this Resolution and there is no 

point to rush it; there is more risk to rush it than there is to be gained.   

 

Council President Pizzella withdrew his motion, thank you for seconding it. 

 

Attorney Wiss said you can do this at this juncture while the attorney has the opportunity to review the Resolution 

that was adopted by the Planning Board and not aware of any objection to the type of action that was encompassed 

with the motion.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said the only thing I would ask is that given we had discussions after the Planning Board meeting 

about the possibility of excluding other properties, does that have to be represented in the Resolution this Council 

will pass in September? 

 

Attorney Wiss said make sure it is not problematic in terms of the action of the Planning Board or the opinion of 

the implications which are excluded; if it is not problematic and not objectionable to the governing body it can be 

passed; if it creates issues in terms of either the approval having been based on those properties. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said if our regular attorney has not joined us, where we should go for these conversations.   

 

Attorney Wiss did not believe the legal aspects were problematic it is more designation of the area for the 

exclusion of certain properties as to whether that affects the immediate area of development if the notion is to 

improve the resolution of the Planning Board with the exception of the objectors properties.   

 

Mayor Ruocco said Council President Pizzella has had extensive discussions and has  been  the liaison ; could 

you have these discussions in the coming weeks? 

 

Council President Pizzella said he will reach out. 

 

Mayor Ruocco said Council Member has withdrawn his motion.  

 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTARIES: 

 

Council Member Lundy congratulated the Hawks on their amazing season and hopes they come home as 

Regional Champions. 

 

Council Member DeRosa said they are under level so they can go just far in the regional competition.  If they 

were at the 12 year level we would be watching them on TV; what they have done so far is great. 

 

Council Member Segalas amplified Council Member Lundy’s comments.   

 

Council President Pizzella said National Night Out was great; he congratulated the Hawks.   

 

Council Member DeRosa thanked the Emergency Services and Volunteers for their help for National Night Out.  

Robert Schramm who was Police Captain for many years passed away recently.  At the police desk there are 

photos of police chiefs, there are only nine of them. 

 

Mayor Ruocco, congratulating the Chief,  said there is a lot more stability in Police Chiefs than there are in 

Mayors.  With respect to the property tax bills that went out to the Borough residents, he urged the residents not 

to take out the frustrations they have on our clerical staff.  I have had reports today that residents have been 

coming to pay the bills and have been somewhat verbally abusive complaining to the clerks who man the desk 

of increases in the taxes.  I received a couple of emails from residents who are irate.  County tax went up 3%, 

school tax went up 4%, and municipal tax went up 2.2%.  County taxes represent 9%  of the overall budget, 

school taxes represent 70% of the overall budget, the municipal portion is only 21%.   Elected and school 

officials find it hard to say no to constituents and special interest groups that want various improvements, raises 

or programs; the average taxpayer needs to come before the school boards and Councils, not just Hillsdale but 

all municipalities, to voice concerns with taxes so that saying no becomes a little easier.  Do not take it out on 

the Borough employees; they have no ability to draft the budget.  It is this Council and I think this Council has 

done a good job of trying to keep the municipal portion of the tax to what we control to a modest increase.  I 
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attended a session in Trenton last week in negotiating an award where the 2% arbitration cap exists no more; 

that cap has protected tax payers for several years keeping contract awards to public employees to an affordable 

level.  Before the cap awards ran to about 4% to 5%.  After the cap, the awards are basically over 2%, the cap is 

now gone.  The 2% cap on revenue remains and puts municipalities in an untenable position which is 

unsustainable. This is beginning to be demonstrated by the economic impact of settlements that are beginning to 

percolate up in the state through the municipalities this year.  It has fallen on deaf ears to the legislative leaders 

and the governor but the NJ Association of Counties, the League of Municipalities, The Governor’s Office of 

Finance Association, the NJ Association of County Administrators and the NJ Conference of Mayors, NJ 

Municipal Management Association in an unprecedented fashion this week asked to meet with the Governor 

with the Democratic Speaker of the Assembly and Democratic Majority Leader to urge them to take action.  I 

personally have asked them one on one to take action and fingers keep pointing in different directions.  It is 

critically important more so now than in the past eight years for municipalities to prepare a comprehensive 

picture of their financial position and their ability or inability to absorb a large contractual increase that would 

come about from a bargaining unit.  Our CFO is going to play a critical role there and I have instructed him to 

begin preparations and if necessary to seek help from outside consultants to prepare a financial picture of the 

Borough so that we are prepared.  At the conference last week it was stressed that the municipality needs to 

work constructively with each bargaining unit to ensure a common understanding of the municipality’s financial 

capacity and to ultimately secure a fair settlement and avoid any chance of service cut back.  That is our goal.  

He wanted to express satisfaction with our mini partnership with the Burbio; we put the Burbio on the link of 

our website; Burbio is a company that will collect the events going on in the town and allow you to enroll so 

that you get an email periodically, I think twice a week, depending on your interests, and the email says what 

events are ongoing.  It costs us nothing and thanked Council Member Horvath, Denise Kohan our Clerk, our 

Borough Administrator Mr. DeJoseph, and Council Member DeRosa who investigated this and made it 

possible.                            

 

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION:   

R19203   To provide for a meeting not open to the public in accordance with the provisions of the New 

     Jersey Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 – Personnel, Contract Negotiations, 

Redevelopment Plan 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale is subject to certain requirements of the Open 

Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq; and 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 provides that an Executive Session not open to 

the public may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale to discuss in a session not 

open to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b) and designated 

below: 

     (1) Matters required by law to be confidential.  

__ (2) Matters where the release of information would impair the right to receive funds. 

__ (3) Matters involving individual privacy –  

__ (4) Matters relating to collective bargaining -   

__ (5) Matters relating to the purchase, lease or acquisition of real property or the investment of public 

           funds. 

___(6) Matters relating to public safety and property –  

X  (7) Matters relating to litigation, negotiations and the attorney-client privilege – Contract Negotiations, 

Redevelopment Plan 

X   (8) Matters relating to the employment relationship – Personnel 

__ (9) Matters relating to the potential imposition of a penalty. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale assembled in public 

session this date that an Executive Session closed to the public be and the same is hereby authorized for discussion 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/19203.pdf
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of matters relating to the specified items designated above.  It is anticipated that the deliberations conducted in 

closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the Borough Council that the public 

interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality. 

Motion by Council Member Lundy, Second Council Member Horvath, and unanimously carried.  

 

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING: 

 

Motion to reconvene by Council Member DeRosa, Second by Council Member Segalas, and unanimously carried.  

 

ADJOURNMENT:   

 

Motion to adjourn by Council President Pizzella, Second by Council Member Lundy, and unanimously carried.  

   

 

 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE  

 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2019 

 

 

 

 

     Denise Kohan, Municipal Clerk  

 

          _____________________________ 

               

                   APPROVED AS PRESENTED   

 

  


