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HILLSDALE RECREATION COMMISION 

MEETING MINUTES OF June 7th 2018 

 

 

Attendance: Dewey Burleson, Ann Cron, John Corring, John Noone, Andy Puller, Rob Ricco, 

Josh (HS Liaison) 

 

Rec Director: Patty Hughes 

Councilman: Anthony DeRosa  

 

Guests in attendance: 

Baseball/ Football: John Stanberry 

Football/ Baseball: Devon Flannigan 

Baseball: 

Abby Lundy 

Jay Weinstein 

Greg Staub 

Jennifer Staub 

Chris Martin 

Peter Noto 

Dennis Constanas 

Chris Kirby 

Robert Harris 

 

Dewey called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm  

 

Approval of Minutes  

The minutes for May were approved. First motion made by Ann second by Rob Ricco 

 

Permit Approval 

Permit approved for Arsenal soccer to use the fields on 6/8. 

 

Chairman Statement 

Halftime report – Dewey reviews all of the things the rec committee has done thus far 

- Creation of sub committee 

- Hillsdale Festival 

- Coaching Certification 

- Funding for Cora field 

- Special events 

 

Directors Report 



Patty reports that summer pool night will on 7/14. It will be from 4-8. 5 dollars to enter and 

working with Davey’s to provide beer and wine.  Camp registration is going well and they are 

very busy. Patty is now at the swim club every day. 

-  

 

Open to public for Discussion 

Devon Flanagan who represents football speaks first. He states that the fields are embarrassing 

and it is very frustrating since everyone knows it and nothing is being done to correct these 

issues. Dewey responds by saying that we are listening however   there are 3 issues holding   

things back. 

1. Communication – there needs to be better communication about who is on what field and 

when so the DPW is aware. 

2. Manpower – the DPW is short-staffed 

3. Structural Issues- the fields were just not built properly which is causing a majority of the 

issues.  

Dewey would like to see a list put together of things wrong with each field in priority order. 

 

Greg Staub says that he too is frustrated and feels more can be done and nothing is happening.  

 

Jennifer Staub speaks next; she says she doesn’t understand why the fields are being closed when 

they don’t need to be. She suggests a live google doc that everyone can access and be updated 

with field closure activities. There is a word doc that is currently being used. The DPW needs to 

get a google account to access the live doc. Patty says that it’s not easy for the DPW to get an 

account that there is some red tape to go through. 

 

Dewey suggested cutting up the existing tarps into smaller ones to cover the mound, home plate 

and each base. They can be modified by sewing in a chain for weight making their movement a 

one man job as needed. Dewey also suggested using Eagle Scout projects to build small sheds 

for maintenance supplies (rakes, lining materials, etc) at each field.” 

 

Jay Weinstein speaks next. He says thousands of people in the town want the fields fixed. He 

suggests getting multiple bids from contractors and seeing how much it all cost. He said he came 

to the committee months ago with an idea of making a snack shed at memorial to raise money for 

the work. Dewey says we talked about that when the idea was mentioned but it’s not the right 

time. 

 

Greg Stab speaks again and is grateful that there is open communication now and happy that this 

has happened. Due to the communication he has been able to check on them himself.  

 

Anthony DeRosa council liaison now speaks. He understands everyone’s frustration and they are 

making moves to correct the issues. They have asked the company that fixed Cora field to look 

into the others and give estimates. He wants everyone to know they are taking this seriously and 

there have been multiples meetings to discuss the problem. He says the borough needs to start 

putting money away to put towards fields.   

 

Dennis Constanas says he sees very little effort being put towards the maintenance of the fields.  

He has never seen anyone working on the fields or has seen the DPW walking away. He said the 

grass is overgrown and the garbage is overflowing. Anthony responds to this by saying there is a 

new landscaping company and they are in talks about their performance and trying to make it 

better. He also says the DPW is making and effort and trying their best. 



 

Peter Noto agrees that the fields are not designed properly and the bottom line is they need to 

make a decision. Are they going to rebuild the fields, come up with a legit fix or do nothing. He 

said the people just want to know their concerns are being addressed and want an answer. They 

want to know their concerns are being taken seriously. He too suggests just getting estimates and 

make a decision already. 

 

Anthony says that this is being done just as it was with Cora. Dewey says that this is being done 

already.  

 

Chris Martin represents softball and says their fields have issues but not nearly as great as the 

baseball fields. He does not want softball to be forgotten though.  

 

Chris Kirby speaks now and suggests working on a new protocol. The volunteers should be able 

to work on the field. There is some confusion because rakes were left out but no one is sure what 

the exact protocol is. He sees the volunteers in other towns help rake the fields to keep them 

open to play on. He has tried to help as have other parents however they are treated poorly and 

unfairly when trying to help. They are treated as if they have no idea how to do anything.  

 

It is suggested the DPW work with the volunteers to show them the proper ways to maintain the 

field. John Stanbury said they took this idea to the DPW in a meeting they had and he reached 

out to Bill of the DPW. He said he never heard back from Bill regarding a time to meeting.  

 

The borough also needs to find out what the liability is with parents being involved in caring for 

the field.   

 

John Stanbury says the HSBA has even gone so far into looking into their own insurance and 

landscaper to the care for their fields.  

 

Robert Harris wants to know why the sprinklers were on when it was just raining. This causes 

more issues with the fields being wet. Abby said they are looking into rain sensors for the fields.  

He says a lot of the travel games have been canceled over the season due to the fields being 

closed. The fields were not closed in other towns at this time. He wants to know why other fields 

were open and not Hillsdale. 

 

Chris Martin speaks again however this time it is regarding his son coaching basketball. He loves 

the idea that the high school kids can coach younger kids; however there are some problems with 

it. He said his son was never given the proper equipment to coach such as a ball or a first aid kit. 

He was told this was because the materials are never returned. He was also told that if there is 

ever an issue to go get a custodian at the school. He believes this is not a good idea and would 

love a parent being present at the practice.  

Patty told him to reach out to her and she will correct these issues and provide the proper 

materials.  

 

Meeting adjourned, 8:34 pm  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Meredith Anides 

Next meeting, July 5th, 2018, 7:00pm 
 


