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                                           Reorganization Meeting
                                           January 3, 2010
 
                      Minutes of the Reorganization Meeting of the
 
                 Borough Council at 2:00 P.M. on Sunday, January 3,
 
                 2010, in the Council Chamber, Borough of
Hillsdale,
 
                 Hillsdale, New Jersey.
 
1.                   The meeting was called to order by Mayor John
 
 
2.                                                                                         Sapanara who also led the Salute to the Flag.
 
3.  Invocation       Borough Clerk Sandt requested the audience
 
                 to remain standing while Father Bruce Harger
 
                 rendered the Invocation.
           
4.  ANNOUNCEMENT     Borough Clerk Sandt announces:  "This meeting
is for
    OF MEETING
                 the purpose of conducting the annual Re-
Organization
 
                 Meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this
3rd day
 
                 of January, 2010.  Not less than 48 hours prior to
this
 
                 meeting, public notice of this meeting was given
to The
 
                 Review, The Record, the Pascack Press and the
Pascack
 
                 Valley Community Life newspapers; a copy was
posted on
 
                 the bulletin board outside of this meeting room, a
copy
 
                 was filed in the office of the Borough Clerk, a
copy was
 
                  posted on the Borough ‘web site’ and a copy was
mailed to
 
                 all persons who had requested the same and prepaid
the   
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                 cost established by the Council.
 
 
                      Please notify the Municipal Clerk for any
disability 
 
                 requirements necessary for attendance at Mayor and
 
                 Council meetings.  The Fire Exits are located
through
 
                  the doors to your left.  Proceed through the
lobby and
 
                  exit the building either right or left.  Please
note that
 
                 this meeting is televised throughout Hillsdale on
 
                 Cablevision, Verizon Fios and re-broadcast on US
Cable. 
 

   Please silence all cell phones and pagers. 
 
         
 
5.  INDUCTION OF     Kathleen Donovan, County Clerk, administered
the Oath  
    COUNCILMEMBERS

   Of Office to Council Members Marie Hanlon and
Donna

 
   Schiavone.                       .
 
  

6. ROLL CALL:       Borough Clerk Sandt called the roll, those
present
  

   being Councilmembers Arnowitz, DeJoseph,
Giancarlo,

 
                  Hanlon, Schiavone and Weinstein.

 
7. STATE OF          Mayor Sapanara said he will have the State of
the                
   BOROUGH       Borough Address later in the meeting. 
   ADDRESS         
 
8. BOROUGH           Mayor Sapanara presented the name of Steven
Paul,
   ATTORNEY      Esq. for Borough Attorney for a one (1) year term
                 expiring December 31, 2010.  
 
                     Motion by Councilman Arnowitz that Steven
Paul,
                  Esq. be appointed as Borough Attorney, seconded
by
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                 Councilmember Giancarlo.
 
                  Roll Call Vote:                        
                  Ayes:  Council Members Arnowitz, DeJoseph,
Giancarlo,
                         Hanlon, Schiavone and Weinstein.
                  Nays:  None                    
 
                 Borough Clerk Sandt administered the Oath of
Office
                 Office to Borough Attorney Paul. 
 

 Borough         Mayor Sapanara presented the name of Dennis
      Prosecutor Harraka for Borough Prosecutor for the term

          expiring December, 2010.
 
                      Motion by Couincilmember Schiavone that

  Dennis Harraka be appointed as Borough Prosecutor,
  Seconded by Councilmember Giancarlo.      

      
9.                      Borough         Mayor Sapanara presented the name of Glenn

Public    Abolafia for Borough Public Defender for the term
Defender  expiring December 31, 2010.
 
                Motion by Councilmember Weinstein that
          Glenn Abolafia be appointed as Borough Public
          Defender, seconded by Councilmember Schiavone.
 

10.                 Council         Mayor Sapanara announced that the election
President for Council President is now in order.
 

                      Motion by Councilmember Schiavone to nominate
                 Councilmember Weinstein, seconded by Councilmember
 
                 Hanlon and unanimously carried.
 
                 Roll Call Vote:
                 Ayes:  Council Members Arnowitz, DeJoseph,
Giancarlo,
                        Hanlon and Schiavone
                 Nays:  None
                  Abstain:  Councilmember Weinstein
                      
                    Borough Clerk Sandt administered the Oath of
Office
                 to Council President Weinstein
 
12. COUNCIL         Mayor Sapanara announced the proposed
Council   
    COMMITTEES    Committes for the year 2010 and are available on
our
                 Website.
                    
                                               
                 Roll Call Vote:            
                 Ayes:  Council Members Arnowitz, DeJoseph,
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Giancarlo,
                        Hanlon, Schiavone and Weinstein
                 Nays:  None
 
                    (SEE COPY OF COUNCIL COMMITTEE LIST AFFIXED
HERETO)

 
13. FIRE           Mayor Sapanara presented for Council
confirmation, the
    DEPARTMENT   following appointments for the Regular and
Auxiliary

       Drivers, Mechanics, Fire Police and Fire Prevention
Bureau

                Official for the year 2010 as recommended by the
Board of
                Fire Officers in their letter of November 15, 2009.
 
                   Motion to approve was made by Councilmember
Schiavone,
                seconded by Councilmember Giancarlo, and
unanimously
                carried.
 
                Roll Call Vote:
                Ayes:  Council Members Arnowitz, DeJoseph,
Giancarlo,
                       Hanlon, Schiavone and Weinstein

            Nays:  None
         
14.FIRE             Mayor Sapanara reads the names of the following
   DEPARTMENT    Officers of the Hillsdale Fire Department for the
year
   OFFICERS      2010.
   
                 Chief Tim Van Riper
 
                Borough Clerk Sandt administered the Oath of Office
                to Fire Chief Van Riper.
               

  Deputy Chief Mark Durst      
 
  Borough Clerk Sandt administered the Oath of Office
  to Deputy Chief Mark Durst.     

 
     Hose Company                      Hook & Ladder Company
 
     Kathleen LaFrance - Captain       Jason Durie       - Captain

     Terry Beutel     -1st Lieutenant  Jim Domville      – 1st

Lieutenant

     Patrick Doody    -2nd Lieutenant Tom Kelley        - 2nd

Lieutenant

     Keith Capogna   - 3rd Lieutenant                      – 3rd

Lieutenant
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                   Borough Clerk Sandt administered the Oath of
Office to
                 the Officers of the Hillsdale Fire Department for
the
                 year 2010.
           

                   Mayor Sapanara read the names of the
following      
                 Association Officers of the Hillsdale Fire
Department
                 For the year 2010.
 
             President - Keith Capogna    Vice President – Kimberly
Saul
             Secretary - Max Arnowitz     Treasurer      - Patrick
Doody
             Assistant Secretary Treasurer -  William Becker
             Trustee through 2012 – Keith Durie  
       
15. POLICE         Mayor Sapanara presented for Council
confirmation the
    DEPARTMENT    following appointments to the Police Department,
Special
                 Officers, Auxiliary Officers and Police Matrons
for the
                 year 2010 as recommended by Police Chief Stalter
in his
                 letter of December 16, 2009.
 
                 Special Officer Class I
                 Luis Velez
 
             Police Auxiliary Officers
             Captain Donald Carty
             Lieutenant Richard Hirsch      Lieutenant Thomas F.
Ivancich
             Sergeant Eugene Siciak         Sergeant Gary
Fichtenbaum
             Patrolman John Buonadonna      Patrolman Christopher
Karcich
             Patrolman Drew Kaplan               Patrolwoman
Victoria Ferraro  
             Patrolman Richard O’Brien      Patrolman Brendan
Aponte   
             Patrolman Thomas Cole       
                           
            
                 Police Matrons
 
                 Kimberly Haffler
 
                   Motion to approve was made by Councilmember
Weinstein,
                  seconded by Councilmember Hanlon, and unanimously
                 carried.
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                 Roll Call Vote:
                 Ayes:  Councilmembers Arnowitz, DeJoseph,
Giancarlo,
                        Hanlon, Schiavone and Weinstein
                 Nays:  None
 
 
16. APPOINTMENTS    Mayor Sapanara presented the names of the
following
                 individuals for appointment to the positions
indicated
                 for the year 2010:
 

             Borough Auditor:  Paul Garbarini        
                      Land Use Officer: Keith Durie   
                      Assessment Search Officer:  Robert P. Sandt
                      Labor Counsel:    Raymond Wiss, Esq.
                      Fire Official:  Keith Durie
                       Borough Medical Examiners –
                        David Stewart, M.D.
                        Michael Rutigliano, M.D.
                        Carol D’Aquino, M.D.
                      Police & Fire Chaplains:
                        Rabbi Ruth Zlotnick
                        Father Bruce Harger
                        Pastor Frank Kowar

   Bond Counsel: Rogut McCarthy Troy PC
   Recycling Coordinator:  Keith Durie

                                                          Tax Appeal Counsel:  Morrison Mahoney LLP
 
                    Motion to approve appointments through Fire 
                 Official and Police and Fire Chaplains through
                 Tax Appeal Counsel was made by Councilmember
                  Arnowitz, seconded by Councilmember Schiavone.
 
                  

                  Roll Call Vote:
 
                 Ayes:  Councilmembers Arnowitz, DeJoseph,
                 Giancarlo, Hanlon, Schiavone and Arnowitz
                 Nays:  None
 
                    Motion to approve Borough Medical Examiners
                 Was made by Councilmember Arnowitz, seconded
                 By Councilmember Schiavone.
 
                    Roll Call Vote:
 
                 Ayes:  Councilmembers Arnowitz, Giancarlo,
                 Hanlon, Schiavone and Arnowitz
                 Nays:  None
                 Abstain:  Councilmember DeJoseph
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17. BOARD,         Mayor Sapanara presents the names of the
following in-
    COMMISSION    dividuals for appointment to the indicated
positions 
    &TRUSTEE      and the specified terms of office.
    APPOINTMENTS
                     

a)         Board of Health members:  Barbara Ann DeCaro, Ann Deutsch,
and     
Rona Weinberg for a three (3) year germ each expiring   
December 31, 2012.
 

b)         Swimming Pool Commission members:  Lee Ann Everett and Jack
O’Hara for a three (3) year term each expiring December 31,
2012.

             
c)  Recreation Commission members: Ann Cron and Richard
Gazzillo                    

for a five (5) year term expiring December 31, 2014.
                  
                                                     
    d)  Environmental Commission members: Lauren Mitchell and
Thomas       
        Wiseman for a three (3) year term each expiring December
31, 2012.
 

e)         Historical Preservation Committee members: Barbara Braun,
   
Peter Philip, Gerald Miano and Walter Brown for a one (1)
year term each expiring December 31, 2010.

 
    f)  Library Board of Trustees member: James Borowski for a five
(5)

year term expiring December 31, 2014.
 

g)  Our Town Committee members:  Peter Philip and Robert Hewitt
        for a two (2) year term each expiring December 31, 2011.

 
         Motion to approve the appointments was made by
Councilmember

        DeJoseph, seconded by Councilmember Schiavone.
 
        Roll Call Vote:
        Ayes:  Councilmember Arnowitz, DeJoseph, Giancarlo, Hanlon,
              Schiavone and Weinstein
        Nays:  None
 
18. PLANNING         Mayor Sapanara requested the Council to
nominate a
    BOARD        member of the Council to be appointed to the
Planning
    CLASS III:    Board as their representative as the Class III
Member
                 of the Planning Board for a one (1) year term
                 expiring December 31, 2010.
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                     Motion by Councilmember Arnowitz to nominate
                 Councilmember Giancarlo as Class III Member of the
                 Planning Board, seconded by Councilmember
Weinstein.
 
                 Roll Call Vote:
                 Ayes:  Council Members Arnowitz, DeJoseph,
Hanlon,  
                        Schiavone and Weinstein
                 Nays:  None
                 Abstain: Councilmember Giancarlo
 
19. PLANNING          Mayor Sapanara appointed the following
individuals
    BOARD        to the position and terms of office as indicated:
    APPOINTMEMTS
                 Planning Board Class II Member:  William Franklin
for a
                 one (1) year term expiring December 31, 2010.
                 Planning Board Class IV Member:  Elliott
Lichtstein 
                 for a four (4) year term ending December 31, 2013.
                 Planning Board Alternate #1:  Laura Calabria for
a  
                 two (2) year term ending December 31, 2011.
                 Planning Board Alternate #2:  Joanne Miano for the
                 unexpired term ending December 31, 2010.
 
                 Mayor Sapanara stated that no further Oaths of
Office
                  will be administered at this meeting.  However,
all   

                 appointees are required to subscribe to their Oath
of  

                  office before entering upon their duties, and
they are

                  therefore asked to present themselves at the
office of

                 the Borough Clerk for this purpose on or before
Friday,

                 January 8, 2010.
 
20. HILLSDALE     Mayor Sapanara proposed the adoption of the By-
Laws

    BY-LAWS      for the Hillsdale Borough Council for the year
2010.

       
                                                              

        Motion to accept was made by Councilmember Schiavone,
seconded

        By Councilmember Weinstein.
 
        Roll Call Vote:
        Ayes:  Councilmembers Arnowitz, DeJoseph, Giancarlo,
Hanlon,

               Schiavone and Weinstein
        Nays:  None
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7.  State of           
    Borough
    Address       

Mayor Sapanara said he wished to offer optimism to
everyone at this meeting, optimism and hope.  As you read
the papers every day there is nothing but bad news.  The
pages are talking about the economy, wars, difficulties
with finances and day after day you come away with the
feeling that things just aren’t going right.  One of the
things he wanted to say right now is that Hillsdale is in
a good state; good government, which we tried to bring to
Hillsdale, and that depends on good citizens and you are
the good citizens out there making all of this work.  He
wanted to give some idea of where the money is going: 
municipal taxes.  If you have a $10,000 tax bill about 20%
of that goes to the municipality.  Some of it goes to the
county, a lot of it goes to the schools, but about 20%
goes back to the municipality.  If you have a $10,000 tax
bill, $2,000 which divided up comes to about $175.00 a
month.  What do you get for that $175.00?  You get people
standing behind me who spend an inordinate amount of time
making decisions so that life will be better and easier
for you.  Councilmember Arnowitz has doing this for over
20 years.  Twenty years is a long time and a lot of grief
and a lot of difficulties and problems solved.  That is
certainly some service.  Everyone up there does a lot for
the community and they are involved.  They are involved on
a daily basis.  You get me as Mayor, you get the Police
Department.  You get a Police Department that will come to
your house in five minutes if you call them.  They will
save your life, administer CPR, solve a problem you may be
having with your spouse, intervene, and they are there
seven days a week 24 hours a day.  They are the kind of
people you are getting for your money, 

 
You get the Fire Department.  Fire Department

consists of volunteers and they will come to your house,
save your property and save your life if your house is on
fire.  You can’t ask for much more than that.  The Police
and Fire Department, in certain circumstances, saved
people’s lives in Hillsdale and that is the kind of thing
we can’t put a price tag on.  That is all included in your
$175.00 a month. 

 
Ambulance Corps.  If you are sick or having heart

problems, they will come to your house and in that
Ambulance Corps we have Mr. Abolafia.  Mr. Murphy has been
a member for about 40 years and puts in time every Friday
night.  Captain Lori Famoso puts in thousands of hours of
every year as a volunteer.  Jeff Alboum works at the Fire
Department, Ambulance Corps as well as working for the
DPW.  That also is part of your $175.00.  He said this is
a real bargain. 

 
Department of Public Works, Waste Management.  They

will pick up your garbage a couple of times a week and
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whatever you care to put on the curb on Thursdays and
Fridays.  Leaves, snow removal are included.  You get to
participate in Recreation Programs, Library Programs; the
Library is free.  Go the the Library and get any book you
want, they will get it for you and won’t cost you a dime. 
That is all part of your $175.00 which you pay back to the
municipality every single month. 

 
I sit there an think about this, how can you complain

about this and that when all of this is going on.  He
wants people to bring things to our attention and he wants
people to complain about things they feel are unjust or
not right.  We live in a very special place.  We live in a
place where all these things are provided to you for a lot
less money than they cost elsewhere.  Just looking through
this room, there are a couple of folks who come here every
meeting and go back and talk to the senior citizens about
the content of the meeting and let them know what is going
on. 

 
Members of our Board of Health are here, they do a

lot of programs for your benefit; for the benefit of kids,
for the benefit of senior citizens and a Public Health
Nurse, Lois Kohan, has been doing this for a number of
years.  There is a lot of social assistance hopefully you
will never need but it is there in case you or your
neighbors need it. 

 
Our court system.  You saw our Public Defender and

our Judge, that system works so well that we are sharing
it with another municipality.  Our Board of Health has
some programs; child health conference that 11 other towns
use ours because it is something they don’t have and they
use ours because it is a very good system. 

 
We have people from the Press who come to every

meeting and report what they see.  Some of it is good and
some is bad but he is glad for the opportunity to try to
meet the needs of the Borough of Hillsdale. 

 
He wants everyone to know that good government

depends on good citizens.  There are so many people out
there who volunteer to make this work; the Recreation
Programs Kate Leonard and Patty Hughes; the people who
volunteer for the sports programs.  All that works because
people like you make it work.  If it wasn’t for citizens
like you, it wouldn’t work at all.  Each and every year he
realizes things can be tough but they could be a lot
worse, but they are better because of folks like you and
folks sitting behind me.  He said he is really proud to be
the Mayor here in Hillsdale.  The job is made a lot easier
by people who volunteer, by people who take on the real
responsibility.  It is hard to say thank you enough to the
people who really make things work.  That is the message
he would like to leave to everyone here in 2010. 

 
He said he found a rock that looks just like New
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Jersey, shaped like the state, with Hillsdale there.  It
is solid and that is the way he feels about Hillsdale, it
is in good hands with this Council, it is in good hands
with our appointments, our Boards, Commissions and members
of the various committees and it will continue to be like
that because of the people willing to serve.  He thanked
all for allowing him to be the Mayor and thanked everyone
for all they do to make things work.

 
The Founding Fathers had it right, they wrote the

Constitution, the Declaration of Independence.  He
reminded everyone of the First Amendment in the Bill of
Rights of the United States Constitution which says:
“Congress shall make no Law respecting and establishment
of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof or
freedom of speech or of the press or the right of the
people peacefully to assemble and to petition the
government for a redress of grievances.”  That is what we
do twice a month here in Hillsdale at Council Meetings and
we encourage people to come forward and let us know what
you think.  Hopefully it won’t be grievances but if it is,
we welcome the opportunity to try to set things right. 
Those words were written over 200 years ago and they are
still in effect today and that in itself is an amazing
thing. 

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA
 
21.RESOLUTIONS:  Mayor Sapanara said the Consent Agenda items
                are considered to be routine and will be enacted
with
                a single motion; any items requiring expenditure
are
                supported by a Certification of Availability of
funds;
                any item requiring discussion will be removed from
the
                Consent Agenda; all Consent Agenda items will be
                reflected in full in the minutes.
 
10001  Temporary      Resolution 10001 was introduced by
       Budget
       2010      Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
 
                Councilmember Weinstein.    
 
10002  Establish.      Resolution 10002 was introduced by
       Interest
       Rate     Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
       Delinq.
       Taxes     Councilmember Weinstein.
 
10003  Desig.         Resolution 10003 was introduced by
       Boro.
       Depos.   Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
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                Councilmember Weinstein.
 
10004 Re-estab.       Resolution 10004 was introduced by
      annual
      Petty Cash Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
      Funds for
      Boro.Clerk Councilmember Weinstein.
      Police Dept.
      and Gen.
      Public
      Assistance
 
10005  Desig.         Resolution 10005 was introduced by
       time &
       place    Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
       of reg.
       Boro.    Councilmember Weinstein.
       Council
       Mtg. for
       2010
 
10006  Desig.         Resolution 10006 was introduced by
       Tax &
       Assess.   Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
       Search
       Officer   Councilmember Weinstein.
       for 2010
 
10007  Desig.         Resolution 10007 was introduced by
       Council
       Liaison   Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
       Local
       Assist.   Councilmember Weinstein.
       Board
 
10008  Desig.         Resolution 10008 was introduced by
       Auth.
       Drivers   Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
       of Boro.
       Vehicles  Councilmember Weinstein.
 
10009  Desig.         Resolution 10009 was introduced by
       Signatory
       of        Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
       Officials
       for       Councilmember Weinstein.
       Access
       Safe
       Deposit
       Boxes
 
10010  Authorize      Resolution 10010 was introduced by
       Assesor to
       File Tax  Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
       Appeals.
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                Councilmember Weinstein.
 
10011 Public         Resolution 10011 was introduced by
      Agency
      Compl.     Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
      Officer –
      2010      Councilmember Weinstein.
 
10012 Authorize      Resolution 10012 was introduced by
      Award of
      Fair &    Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
      Open
      Contract   Councilmember Weinstein.
      for Boro.
      Attorney
   
10013 Auth.          Resolution 10013 was introduced by
      Award
      Fair      Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
      & Open
      Contract   Councilmember Weinstein. 
      for Boro.
      Auditor 
 
10014 Auth.          Resolution 10014 was introduced by
      Award
      Fair       Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
      & Open
      Contract   Councilmember Weinstein.
      for Boro.
      Appraiser
 
10015 Award          Resolution 10015 was introduced by
      Fair                                                      
      & Open    Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
      Contract                                  
      for Bond   Councilmember Weinstein.
      Counsel
 

10016 Auth.          Resolution 10016 was introduced by
      Award
      Fair       Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
      & Open
      Contract   Councilmember Weinstein.
      for Risk
      Mgmt.
      Insurance
      Consultant
 
10017 Auth.           Resolution 10017 was introduced by
      Award
      Fair       Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
      & Open
      Contract   Councilmember Weinstein
      for
      Labor
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      Attorney
 
 
10018 Auth.           Resolution 10018 was introduced by
      Award
      Fair       Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
      & Open
      Contract   Councilmember Weinstein.
      for
      Attorney
      for Tax
      Appeals
 
10019 Auth.           Resolution 10019 was introduced by
      CFO 
      Authority  Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
      To Pay
      Certain    Councilmember Weinstein.
      Obligations
      As Needed
 

      A motion for the Consent Agenda to approve
                the foregoing resolutions was made by Councilmember
                Giancarlo, seconded by Councilmember Hanlon.    
 
                     Following is the result of the roll call vote
                on the foregoing motion:
 
                     Ayes:  Councilmembers Arnowitz, DeJoseph,
Giancarlo,
                            Hanlon, Schiavone and Weinstein
                           
                     Nays:  None
 
                 (SEE COPIES OF NINETEEN ORIGINAL RESOLUTIONS
                 AFFIXED HERETO)

22. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  On Motion by Councilmember Giancarlo,
seconded by
                   Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
Councilmember
                   Hanlon, the Minutes of the Council Meetings of
                   December 1, 2009, and December 14, 2009, were
approved
                   As presented.
 
23. CORRESPONDENCE:
 
1.          PASCACK ART ASSOCIATION REQUESTING PERMISSION FOR AN ART IN

THE PARK ON SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 2020.
 
Received, filed and approved on motion by Councilmember Giancarlo,
seconded by Councilmember Weinstein.
 
Roll Call Vote:
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Ayes:  Councilmembers Arnowitz, DeJoseph, Giancarlo, Hanlon,
Schiavone
       and Weinstein
Nays:  None
 
24.  GENERAL PUBLIC HEARING:
 
Mayor Sapanara opened the meeting to the public and invited comment
from the audience. Seeing no one, the public portion of the meeting
was closed.
 
25.  COUNCIL COMMENTS
 
Mayor Sapanara invited comments from Council members.
 
Councilmember Hanlon thanked the citizens of Hillsdale for their
confidence in voting for her.  She had a slight fall in her
driveway two weeks ago and thanked everyone for support and
assistance.
 
Councilmember Schiavone thanked Kathy Donovan.  She has been doing
her job for 22 years and hasn’t had the opportunity to get to the
Pascack Valley area.  Recently she saw a movie where a group of
several women moved into the same home together for financial
reasons.  Some are working, some are not, typical of what is going
on today with people losing their jobs.  At the end of every day
they toast and say we made it through another day.  She thought it
appropriate to say that this Mayor and Council made it through
another year and it was a tough year with a lot of decisions, very
heated debates and the best service we could give to the Borough
for the least amount of money.  She thanked all department heads,
Borough employees, volunteers who had to cut their budgets,
cooperate with the Council with having to change insurance
companies in order to save money and meet our budget, getting the
sports associations to donate to the fees for the lights for the
fields and things of that nature.  She thanked everyone for their
cooperation. 
 
As Fire Commissioner this year, she was able to see several efforts
of our emergency services, police, fire and ambulance; they are
amazing and she has seen the immediate response that they provide
and it is amazing.  She is very proud that we have that in this
town.  She thanked everyone for the opportunity to serve another
year.
 
Councilmember Weinstein congratulated the appointees and
volunteers.  He appreciated the support from his fellow
Councilmembers with regard to the position of Council President. 
It has been a difficult year and he believed 2010 starts off more
hopeful.  This Council has kept themselves above the fray, the
impact is felt here but we are also a very solid community with our
activities and finances.  We will continue that we don’t make life
too expensive for the residents here and we look forward to an
exciting 2010.
 
Councilmember Arnowitz wished everyone a Happy New Year.  He has a
lot of faith in our country and government and we will prevail and
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the same is true of this Borough.  We have a diverse group up here,
we watch everything and we will get through this crisis with the
least amount of effect on the residents of our town.  The rock is a
good analogy and we are the rock.
 
He congratulated Councilmembers Hanlon and Schiavone.  The ease of
their re-election is a testament to who they are and what they have
done over the years.  They are extremely dedicated and hard working
Council members. 
 
Councilmember DeJoseph congratuled Councilmembers Hanlon and
Schiavone and Council President Weinstein.  The year 2009 was
difficult for our residents, unemployment 10% nationally and some
of our residents are under employed.  Difficult decisions were made
last year and will be made over the coming years.  We have the
responsibility to do as much as we can for our residents.  Some of
our accomplishments were achieved without affecting any service in
town.  We have been able to reduce costs to the taxpayers.  We have
secured grants from PSE&G.  Hillsdale will be forming a Green Team
and many residents have expressed interest in becoming part of the
Green Team.  He listed the various tasks that will be implemented
in the coming year.   He thanked the residents of Hillsdale in
allowing him to serve them and the Council members and Mayor for
their support. 
 
Councilmember Giancarlo congratulated Councilmembers Hanlon and
Schiavone on their re-election and Councilmember Weinstein as
Council President.  Taxes are very much on our minds.  Regarding
our Founding Fathers, with a country of 15,000,000 during the
Revolutionary War, how did they manage to run 15,000,000 people
when they were in Washington for a month or two.  It is truly
remarkable.  They went back home, they farmed, worked as millers or
smiths, but they managed to do it all in two months.  They probably
would look at our government as unusual.  He believed we suffer
from too much government; we have town government, county
government, city government, state government, federal government. 
There are detrimental sides to all of this government.  His goal is
to recognize our stewardship obligations for the future and we need
to act diligently.  He thanked the citizens for the opportunity to
serve for another year. 
 
Mayor Sapanara said the Council is thinking about your welfare and
it is refreshing because they put an awful lot of work into it and
he is proud to be a part of that.
 
We have a new Governor this year and we will see how we can
integrate with the state on some issues, notably the Council on
Affordable Housing, the county government, few changes at the
Freeholder Board.  About 12% of the tax dollar goes to the county
and that is a good portion of the budget. 
 
26.  ADJOURNMENT
 
     A motion to adjourn was made by Councilmember Giancarlo,
seconded by Councilmember Schiavone, and unanimously carried.
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                                      ____________________
                                      Robert P. Sandt, RMC
                                      Borough Clerk
 
 
                                      APPROVED AS PRESENTED
 
 
 
 
                                      ______________________
                                      Robert P. Sandt, RMC
                                      Borough Clerk
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   


