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MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 5, 2011 PLANNING BOARD
BOROUGH HALL, BOROUGH OF HILLSDALE

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:           J. DeGise, E. Alter, F. Garra, K. Fuchs, Councilman Giancarlo,  
                                                W. Franklin
                                                                                   
MEMBERS ABSENT: E. Lichtstein, Mayor Arnowitz , L. Calabria, F. Franco, J. Miano
                                               
 
EMPLOYEES PRESENT:     H. Ritvo,  Esq. Board Attorney
                                                C. Statile, P.E., Board Engineer
                                                C. Wyssenski, Deputy Secretary   
 
Chairman DeGise called the meeting to order at 7:30 P.M. with a reading of the Open Public Meetings
Statement.
 

RESOLUTIONS:
PZ-13-11, Cortolano, Block 1625, Lot 8, 18 William Street, Variance Application
Mr. Ritvo provided the Board with a Memorializing Resolution approving the application.   Mr. Garra made a
motion to approve the resolution, seconded by Mr. Alter. 
 
PZ-17-11, Oliveri, Block 406, Lot 18, 48 Orchard Lane, Bulk Variance Application
Mr. Ritvo provided the Board with a Memorializing Resolution approving the application. Mr. Alter made a motion
to approve the resolution, seconded by Councilman Giancarlo. 
 
PZ-11-11, Petkovich, Block 1801, Lot 44, 115 Everdell Place, Variance Application
Mr. Ritvo provided the Board with a Memorializing Resolution approving the application. Mr. Garra made a motion
to approve the resolution, seconded by Mr. Alter. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS:
 
PZ-20-11, Elbogen, Block 301, Lot 15, 162 Paul Court, Minor Site Plan
Application is for a Minor Site Plan for tree removal.  
 
First Public Hearing on Application
 
Mr. Elbogen, the applicant, was sworn in and testified to site conditions at his home.  He is requesting a waiver so
that he can remove 20 trees in his backyard so that the backyard can become more safe and useable for his family. 
He will comply with all of the Environmental Commission’s recommendations. 
 
Ms. Fuchs made a motion to grant the site plan waiver, seconded by Councilman Giancarlo, and the Board voted
unanimously to approve the application.
 

PZ-18-11, Shapiro, Block 1803, Lot 7, 58 Westdale Ave, Variance Application
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“C” variance (hardship, exceptional practical difficulty or situation of property) and “d” variance (Floor
Area Ratio)        
 
First Public Hearing on Application – Councilman Giancarlo recused himself from the application.
 
Ms. Shapiro, the applicant and Mr. Bruno, the applicant’s architect were present.  Mr. Bruno testified to the
architectural plans he prepared for his client.  The applicant is proposing a 9.8 ft side yard setback, where 10 ft. is
required and a 28.72% floor area ratio where 28% is the maximum permitted.  Mr. Bruno testified the property has
a “V” shape in the rear and the house is setback from Midland Avenue approximately 25 ft. from the rear yard.
 
Mr. Alter made a motion to approve the application, seconded by Mr. Franco, the Board voted unanimously in
favor of the application. 
 
 
PZ-19-11, Buchanan, Block 1622, Lot 2, 76 Dwight Avenue, Variance Application
“C” variance (hardship, exceptional practical difficulty or situation of property) and “d” variance (Floor
Area Ratio)
 

First Public Hearing on Application
 

Mr. Adamo, the applicant’s architect was present and testified to the architectural plans he prepared.  The
applicant’s are proposing a major addition to both the first and second story of their home, essentially adding a third

level to their split level home.   The third level will look more like a dormer than an additional level to the home as
proposed. 

 
The following variances are required: 

 
Impervious Coverage:  33.25% proposed vs. 30% maximum permitted.

 
Front Yard Setback (secondary), Evergreen Street:  5.75 ft. proposed vs. 15 ft. required, a difference of 9.25

ft.  As a corner lot, the property has front yards on both Dwight Ave. and Evergreen Street. 
 

Floor Area Ratio:  38.6% proposed vs. 30% maximum permitted
 

The applicant’s requested the application be carried to the November 2, 2011 Public Hearing of the Board so that
they could revise their architectural plans to alleviate some of the Board members concerns regarding the Floor

Area Ratio and Impervious Coverage.
 

 

PZ-22-11, Lambrinos, Block 1514, Lot 13, 240 Magnolia Ave, Variance Application
“C”  bulk variance for the dwelling encroaching into the required front and side yard setback areas.

 
First Public Hearing on Application

 
Ms. Lambrinos, the applicant and her architect, Suzanne J. Baumgardt, were present.  Ms. Baumgardt testified that

during construction of the previously approved addition there was error made in the layout of the building due to a
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discrepancy in the plans.  Therefore, the applicant requires the following variances: 

 
Front Yard Setback:  29.6 ft. existing vs. 30 ft. minimum required, a difference of 0.4 ft. 

 
Side Yard Setback:  9.3 ft. existing vs. 10 ft. minimum required, a difference of 0.7 ft 

 
Mr. Star, 137 Knickerbocker Road, and Ms. Tai, 241 Magnolia, both spoke in favor of the application.

 
Mr. Garra made a motion to approve the application, seconded by Mr. Franklin, and the Board voted unanimously

to approve the application.
 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 p,m.
 

Respectfully submitted,
 

 
Christie Wyssenski

Deputy Secretary
 


