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                                  Council Meeting                
                                  September 13, 2011
 
                   Minutes of a Council Meeting of the
                
              Borough Council held at 7:30 P.M. on
 
              Tuesday, September 13, 2011, in the Council 
 

Chamber, Hillsdale, New Jersey.
 
                   The meeting was called to order by
 
              Mayor Arnowitz who also led the Salute
 
              to the Flag.
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF MEETING     
 
     Borough Clerk Sandt stated, "This is a Meeting of the

Hillsdale Borough Council on this 13th day of September 2011. 
Notice of the time and place of this meeting has been provided to
The Review, Pascack Press, The Record and Community Life; a copy
was posted on the bulletin board outside of this meeting room and
provided to any interested parties.
 
Please notify the Municipal Clerk for any disability requirements
necessary for attendance at Mayor and Council meetings.  The fire
exits are located through the double doors to your left.  Please
silence all cell phones and pagers.
 
Mayor Arnowitz asked everyone to pause and meditate on the events
of 911 and the people who were lost.
 
ROLL CALL:        
 
     Borough Clerk Sandt called the roll those present
being as follows: Councilmembers DeJoseph, Frank, Giancarlo,
Hanlon, Schiavone and Weinstein.  Also in attendance Borough
Attorney Paul.                         
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
On motion by Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by Councilmember
Hanlon, and unanimously carried, the Minutes of the Council Meeting
of September 6, 2011, and Closed Meeting of September 6, 2011, were
approved as presented.
 
OATH OF OFFICE:  Borough Clerk Sandt administered the Oath of\
                Office to Police Officer Ramon Cruz.
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CORRESPONDENCE:
 
1.  ROBERT ANGELS, 59 SADDLE RANCH LANE, SEEKING HELP WITH    
    EROSION.                
 
Received and filed on motion by Councilmember DeJoseph, seconded by
Councilmember Frank, and unanimously carried.
 
Councilmember DeJoseph said the DPW Superintendent is away,
however, when he returns he will be requested to make an
inspection.  This request is also forwarded to the Borough engineer
for his inspection.
 
Mayor Arnowitz said this would require DEP approval. 
 
2.  JOHN BIRKNER, WESTWOOD MAYOR, PASCACK VALLEY FLOOD ISSUES.
 
Received and filed by the Council as a Whole.
 
Mayor Arnowitz said Mayor Birkner sent this letter to all of the
Pascack Valley Mayors.  Westwood is compiling a report on flooding
in the Pascack Valley with the Corps of Engineers and is seeking
support and funding from the surrounding towns that are affected. 
He referred this to the Finance Committee.
 
Councilmember Frank said the funding consists of requesting our
engineer to review, at a cost to the Borough, and offset the cost
of the review.
 
Mayor Arnowitz said the dollar amount would be approximately $7,000
that Westwood would incur.  Their engineer is providing an account
and if our engineer would review this, should that be sufficient?
 
Councilmember Frank understood that their engineer would review how
United Water operates the dam in Woodcliff Lake.  United Water
offered help and would provide information.  He was not certain
what else we can do between Boswell Engineering who has been
involved in this since day one and the information from United
Water. 
 
Mayor Arnowitz believed there was nothing more we could do, but
Westwood is looking to offset some costs.  He will be meeting with
them tomorrow and will get additional information and we will have
this on the Agenda for the October meeting; he will have detailed
information on what they seek from us. 
 
DISCUSSION:
 
1)          Town Web Site Contents.
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Councilmember Frank said our web site needs refreshing, not so much
for the content but for the design and accessibility.  He thanked
Councilmember DeJoseph who set up a meeting with Capture Point in
July and we had the Recreation Department and Stonybrook involved. 
We are looking at ways to enhance the web site where people can
actually sign up and pay for Rec programs and Stonybrook through
the web site.  The Stonybrook Commission will be looking at that. 
 
We are going to look at how we can improve the web site that we
have and found out that Capture Point was not interested in doing
this, they are no longer in the business.  We can become more
efficient and lower our cost by freeing up our employees.  The
template we work with makes it very difficult to access some
information.  He researched the services other towns web sites
offer and he said this should be done soon as it will improve the
services we offer to our residents and reduce our costs.  It will
tie up less time of our employees answering questions which are
probably repetitive. 
 
It would be beneficial to hear from residents as to what they think
we might consider putting on the web site, things that they find
difficult to find or not currently existing on the web site.  He
encouraged residents to send that information to us.  Councilmember
Schiavone has volunteered to pull together the information on a
preliminary report to give us some ideas on what we could do and
are hoping that we can get that together quickly.  He would like
this defined by the end of the year. 
 
Mayor Arnowitz will put this request in My Hillsdale in October. 
 
Councilmember Schiavone said based on presentations we have
received thus far and what the web sites are capable of now and
companies that are providing this service, she can’t imagine that
any resident could come up with something that is not already
accounted for and included in these presentations.  She was hard
pressed to come up with something.  There are things we wouldn’t
even think of that are offered today; Agenda creation and follow up
is included in the software, parks and recreation scheduling so
that we don’t have to count on volunteers to schedule our fields. 
She felt this is an investment in something that is going to be
used long term.  There are companies who have been doing this for
municipalities for eight and more years and they have managed to
iron out the kinks and add to their initial packages.  She believed
we need to go in this direction and purchase software from one of
these companies and whoever gives us the best long term scenario is
the one we should go with. 
 
Our current web site cannot be improved upon.  Capture Point is not
interested in improving upon it and companies doing that for a
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living are not interested in working on this archaic version of a
web site.  It is not compatible with the types of software we need
today.  We have had demonstrations; they are impressive and she
felt it would come down to dollars and cents.  We will have to put
this in the budget; the most attractive company offers extended
three to four year financing with no interest. 
 
Mayor Arnowitz said if you are looking for ways to change
scheduling of fields or signing up at Stonybrook, you have to be in
contact with Stonybrook, Recreation for fields, etc.  Any change
for these organization need to have input by them.
 
Councilmember Frank said with the new software we should keep it
modular, we don’t need complete soup to nuts with field scheduling
the day you turn it on.  Most software packages allow you to put it
into the right kind of package with pull down menus and start to
build on it.  If you wait until we have the entire thing done it is
not reasonable, we need to move quickly to get it upgraded. 
Modular software packages are being offered. 
 
Councilmember Schiavone said for an original investment, the cost
would be between $10,000 and $15,000; annual maintenance is less
than we are paying presently.  Maintenance plans include every
update that will ever occur, we don’t have to institute everything
all at once and wait until it is all available.  They assign a
design team, you get your site up.  We should plan so that the
borough will not have to replace it again.  We should purchase a
package now with the types of maintenance and updates they are
offering.  Multiple companies offer this type of package. 
 
Mayor Arnowitz said we would need quotes from three companies. 
This is not budgeted for 2011 and Councilmember Frank wanted to get
it done by year’s end.  This we will do in 2012.
 
Councilmember Schiavone said her thought is to have a company in
place that we have decided upon and start the work in January
because we don’t have the money to do it now and would be a 2012
project. 
 
Councilmember Frank thought the Finance Committee could work with
the CFO to see if there is a way of accelerating this.  Once we
have the specifications and an idea of the cost, then we can see if
this can be accelerated.
 
Councilmember Schiavone said a company that she favors offers
interest free financing and doesn’t take any money until the design
is done.  If we pulled it together and started work in December, we
wouldn’t be affected.
 
2)          Best Practices Inventory.
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CFO Henderson said this is the second year we have done the Best
Practices Inventory.  One requirement is that it comes before the
Mayor and Council on an Agenda; the State did not give us a
specific time to get this done and it has to be submitted by

December 1st; it came out in August.  If we did not submit it on
time, we could lose 5% state aid.  She forwarded a copy to the
Council of the information on the best packages.  She brought it to
the Finance Committee and from the point of view of the questions,
she asked if there were any questions by the Council.
 
Councilmember Giancarlo asked what is Best Practices.
 
CFO Henderson said the State of New Jersey has a list of procedures
that every municipality should be doing.  Each item on the list is
worth so many points.  If you cannot reach your goals, they start
taking away state aid. They feel you are not working properly,
watching your check book, doing everything you need to do.  Last
year they concentrated on financial regulations, this year it’s
emergency situations, general management practices, health
insurance and personnel problems.  This year we have 50 questions;
if you get 41 to 50 questions not applicable, you get 100% of your
aid.  We had 49 questions and we should get our aid.  It’s not just
how we spend money but our policies.  This is mandated in every
town; if you don’t want to do this, you lose state aid; in the long
run it is a positive thing for towns to follow. 
                             
Mayor Arnowitz had a question on one of the questions we had a “no”
on, which is health screening for the Fire Department.  He is under
the impression from discussions with them that this wasn’t a law,
this was a suggestion.  Here it sounds like it is a standard.  How
can the State ask this if this is not mandated? 
 
CFO Henderson said someone in the state office feels that it is the
best practice to do it; that is why if you answer 41 to 50
questions promptly, you get state aid.  If gives you leeway if
there is something you do not feel that you want to do.
 
Mayor Arnowitz said if this is now law it will affect emergency
services volunteers, this is being pushed by paid firefighters and
paid police.  Volunteers are not thrilled with it because it puts
another onus on them and is a fairly expensive proposition for the
fire department, about $10,000 to $15,000/year item.  If it is a
state mandate then the state should pay for it. 
 
CFO Henderson said this is outside of her area. 
 
Councilmember Frank said he has a meeting with the fire department
next week and this is one item he will talk to them about. 
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2)    Stonybrook’s proposed renovations.
 
Mayor Arnowitz said Stonybrook wants to put an addition on the club
house and the Council wants additional information.
 
Jay Campbell said the Seniors had a good day today at the club, it
was a beautiful day.  This project has been going back and forth
for a while and a question has been raised about the money and
about the club’s future.  We have put together some financial
highlights so that everyone has a good footing where we are. 
Membership revenue exceeds the target; our total revenue this year
is expected to be in excess of 1.1 million.  Our capital
improvements this year and future years is approximately $80,000;
the results of operation in 2011 in profit will be $40,000+.  That
is consistent with prior years.  Our surplus prior to the beginning
of this season was about $412,000, the anticipated end of season
will be $452,000; simply adding the $40,000 to it.  The renovation
would be fully paid for by the surplus at hand.  The $285,000
renovation leaves $167,000 plus which is a very good cushion.  The
commission decided that anywhere between $75,000 and $100,000
maximum is good to have. 
 
In lieu of taxes payment, this is a good time to have a
discussion.  We have this renovation coming but this has been a
number that has been going back and forth.  In the earliest of
years the town was loaning the club some money at the time even
though technically it was not supposed to.  It was expected to be
called the Hillsdale Swimming Pool Commission and it is by law and
formation required to operate independently of the town, not to
drain the town’s resources in any way.  The club’s property was
sold and that money used to pay back the town.  This was the year
he started, in 1990 or 1991.  Things got better and better and
money was being made and the issue was put forth that the town
should be neutral, the property should be available and should be
used by club members; if you are not a member of club, you should
not be penalized for that property.  We came up with the term of
“in lieu of taxes.”  The number was just a number that we applied;
we said we have this much money and we can afford to do this.  We
were paying $25,000 and now we are paying $185,000.  It seems the
only fair way to assess it is to look at that property if we were
to sell it and what would that ratable be worth.  The property at
Stonybrook is comprised of the soccer field; the utility
technically owns the soccer field. 
 
If you look at that area it seems you could have 20 condos at the
max.  The average homeowner is paying roughly $15,000 and municipal
taxes are 20% of that, that is $3,000 times 20, $60,000.  We are
paying $185,000.  He believed we are paying our fair share,
probably more than its fair share.  The commission believes it is
well beyond what the fair share should be, but we are not here to
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argue that point.  Because of the success of the club we can afford
to pay that to the town. 
 
If you are a member of the club and paying membership dues and you
are a taxpayer, if more money is taken than what is fair for the
club, then you are paying a disproportionate amount of taxes.  That
is where we see that point. 
 
Mayor Arnowitz said the way the number was achieved, was not
looking at it as the municipal portion of the taxes but the taxes
as a whole.  We looked at it as single family homes and when we
were looking to sell the entire club before Stonybrook condos came
in, as a recreational facility and what taxes would be generated
from it.  In the 1990’s, it was estimated to be in the hundred
thousand dollar range.  When you look at it the way you defined it
as just the municipal portion, if townhouses went in there or
single family homes, it would offset the entire tax bill, which
includes the schools, not the county but us, the library share of
what we paid into the library.  We still do provide Stonybrook with
services, sewers; when you empty that pool, it is a big expense to
the town.  We provide garbage, some is being reimbursed, some is
not and that is how that number was achieved. 
 
It was estimated that there would be no kids in the Stonybrook
condos; presently, there are about 20 that do affect the schools;
back then there were no children.    
 
Jay Campbell said this year we did further upgrades to the
bathrooms, additional landscaping, upgraded the computers,
membership cards updated. 
 
Patty Hughes said we added shade structures and slides, we upgraded
the sound system and put in speakers and fire monitors.
 
Jay Campbell said we look at larger projects and with this project
there will be no charge.  He gave a detailed explanation of the
renovations to the Council.        
 
Mayor Arnowitz asked if Mr. Campbell reviewed the questions the
Borough Engineer presented to the Council and the problems he had
with the contract. 
 
Jay Campbell said they will negotiate that with the architect.
 
Mayor Arnowitz directed the Borough Clerk to provide the memo that
the Borough Engineer generated to the Borough Attorney so that we
can have a report on it. 
 
Jay Campbell said tonight he would like to take this discussion if
we want to do this project, take a straw vote tonight so that we
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know the council is agreeable and pass the Ordinance in October. 
Then we would go forward and hire the architect.
 
Mayor Arnowitz said tonight, you are looking for the opinion from
the Council as to the entire project and feasibility.
 
Councilmember Schiavone asked if this plan would provide a
viewpoint from above to be able to see the whole facility.
 
Patty Hughes said there would be a viewpoint from above but the
office on the first floor would give a view of the pool. 
 
Councilmember Schiavone said absolutely something needs to be
done. 
 
Mayor Arnowitz asked for a vote whether or not Stonybrook go
forward with this project as far as engineering is concerned.  All
we are approving tonight is to go forward with the next step.  This
is a straw poll.
 
Roll Call:
Ayes:  Councilmember DeJoseph, Frank, Giancarlo, Hanlon,
       Schiavone and Weinstein
Nays:  None
 
GENERAL PUBLIC HEARING:
 
Mayor Arnowitz opened the meeting to the public and invited comment
from the audience.
 
Rod Capawana, 124 Baylor Avenue –
Many area towns have permanent memorials for 911 and asked if
Hillsdale would consider a permanent memorial in Veterans Park. 
 
Mayor Arnowitz was considering a memorial tree in Veterans Park as
the steel is no longer available from the Twin Towers.  The tree
would have a plaque; Hillsdale did have at least one resident who
perished.  He wants this done before 911, 2012. 
 
Jim Moldow, 21 Overbrook Place –
He expressed his thanks for all the dumpsters that were distributed
in the flood zone.  He thanked the Mayor also who went door to door
and met with residents individually.  He asked if the reverse 9-1-1
calls go to everyone in town. 
 
Mayor Arnowitz said the process is a notification to everyone who
requests it and affected by the flood. 
 
Mr. Moldow (Contd).
He has two phones and cell phones and the calls kept coming when we
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hit “1” and asked that be looked into. 
 
Mayor Arnowitz said he will discuss waiving construction fees that
Mr. Moldow requested to see how this can be accomplished. 
 
Mr. Moldow (Contd).
Inasmuch as the town has applied for FEMA, is it possible getting
funding for rip rap for certain areas where there is erosion.
 
Councilmember DeJoseph said that is included in our report.  They
only pay for what was lost, not something new. 
 
Mr. Moldow (Contd).
He also suggested sand bags that could be stored at the DPW.
 
Mayor Arnowitz said a problem we would have with that is anything
we stored there would wash away because the DPW floods.
 
With regard to United Water, he has a meeting on September 21 at
PVHS being put together by the Mayor of Westwood.  He was told it
was cancelled, however, Westwood said it is not cancelled. 
 
Borough Clerk Sandt said that meeting is cancelled and should be
rescheduled some time in October. 
 
Mayor Arnowitz does not see any benefit having a meeting with
United Water at this time; our issues must be taken to the DEP and
BPU.  He is working towards that goal.

 
Michael Brinzey, 33 Highland Avenue –
He referred to the Council’s acceptance of the Blue Acres Program
and the Government will purchase the property from the residents to
move them away from the flood zone.  He said Blue Acres was never
presented to anybody and never heard of Blue Acres until last
week’s meeting. 
 
Mayor Arnowitz said the Council has discussed Blue Acres in depth
with Ms. Vaccarro who owns property in the Park Section. 
 
Mr. Brinzey (Contd).
He said the government doesn’t have enough to buy these properties
considering the flooding with the Passaic River. 
 
Mayor Arnowitz said there are a limited amount of funds and taken
on a case by case basis.  The fact that the council approved to go
along with this doesn’t mean that someone’s home is going to be
bought.  They have to apply and the Blue Acres organization will
decide who and what is purchased.  The people there cannot keep
living like this and it is horrible to be flooded out.  They had
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six floods in 2011.
 
Mr. Brinzey (Contd).
If people still want to live there there is nothing you can do
about it.  The drawback on this deal is you are going to lose the
property taxes of each resident that will be bought out.  Who will
bear the increase in taxes and he did not think this is up to the
Mayor and Council to do this.  You are considering about $200,000
in property taxes and that is minimum; with the economic situation
as it is, the Hillsdale residents cannot afford the additional
property tax increase.  Before you increase the taxes it should be
put up for a vote in November by the people themselves. 
 
Jim Moldow, 21 Overbrook Place –
He has lived there for 20 years and has done many capital
improvements on his home and his taxes have doubled and tripled. 
Mr. Brinzey probably has not made capital improvements and his
taxes have not increased proportionately.  Many of the homes in
Glenbrook Park have been built to today’s flood specifications to
they are paying very high taxes there.  You are getting a
tremendous amount of ratables.  There is 12 million dollars left in
the Blue Acres fund and Wayne has applied for 150% of the 12
million.  When people hear about Hillsdale’s flooding problems,
they are not thinking about the schools, recreation, etc.  If any
homes are bought out, they are not huge homes and are paying the
smallest amount of taxes.  We should support the people who want to
apply to Blue Acres. 
 
After a discussion with the Council, the public portion of the
meeting was closed.
 
ORDINANCES:
 
Mayor Arnowitz said Ordinance No. 11-20 is removed from the Agenda
and we will proceed with Resolutions.
 
RESOLUTIONS:  (Consent Agenda)
 
Mayor Arnowitz read the Consent Agenda of Resolutions. 
 

Councilmember Frank requested Resolution 11134 be removed from the
Consent Agenda.
 
 

 
11130  Authorize Waiver of Permit Fees for Victims of Hurricane
Irene was introduced by Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
Councilmember Weinstein.
 
11131  Payment of Bills was introduced by Councilmember Giancarlo,
seconded by Councilmember Weinstein.            
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11132  Authorize an Agreement with Bergen Municipal employee
Benefits Fund (Dental) was introduced by Councilmember Giancarlo,
seconded by Councilmember Weinstein.
 
11133  Supporting a Fair School Funding Initiative was introduced
by Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by Councilmember Weinstein.
 
11135  Raffles License, Meadowbrook FFA, off-premise 50/50 was
introduced by Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by Councilmember
Weinstein.
 
11136  Endorsing Community Development Funds for Senior Citizen
Activities was introduced by Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by
Councilmember Weinstein.
 
Motion to approve the foregoing Resolutions on the Consent Agenda
was made by Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded by Councilmember
Weinstein.
 
Councilmember DeJoseph said if the Fair School Funding Initiative
goes through on a Senate Bill, it would save residents millions of
dollars.  Regarding Community Development Funds for Senior
Citizens, we are going with $6,000, the maximum amount for this
year.
 
Roll Call Vote on Consent Agenda of Resolutions:              
Ayes:  Councilmembers DeJoseph, Frank, Giancarlo, Hanlon,
       Schiavone and Weinstein
Nays:  None
           
11134  Authorize Reduction/Increase in Assessments Due to County
Board Judgments was introduced by Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded
by Councilmember Hanlon.
 
Councilmember Frank would like to postpone passage of this
Resolution and review it with the Tax Assessor.
 
Mayor Arnowitz we have to vote on this tonight but it can still be
reviewed with the Assessor.  He did not believe we have a choice
whether or not to approve it because it has already been ruled on
by the court.  CFO Henderson advised that we do not have a choice. 
 
Motion to approve was made by Councilmember Hanlon, seconded by
Councilmember Giancarlo.

 
Roll Call Vote on Resolution 11134:
Ayes:  Councilmembers DeJoseph, Frank, Giancarlo, Hanlon,
       Schiavone and Weinstein
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Nays:  None
 
(SEE COPIES OF THE AFORESAID ORIGINAL RESOLUTIONS AFFIXED HERETO)

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
 
Chief Financial Officer report for the month of August 2011.
 
Motion to receive and file was made by Councilmember DeJoseph,
seconded by Councilmember Schiavone, and unanimously carried.
 
(SEE COPIES OF THE AFORESAID ORIGINAL REPORTS AFFIXED HERETO)
 

COUNCIL COMMENTARY
 
Councilmember Weinstein thanked everyone with regard to
Stonybrook.  The presentation this evening was complete and very
well done, questions asked were appropriate and the process went
the way it should. 
 
A meeting was held today at the Montvale sponsored Tri-Boro Court;
several Council members attended along with members of the Citizens
Advisory Commmittee.  The presentation was done extremely well,
etc. and they gave us insight on some of the issues they face, how
they resolved it and how they interact nicely with the three
municipalities that are involved and the Police Departments.  The
potential next step suggested by the Court Administrator would be
to determine whether or not Hillsdale is ready to move forward with
a feasibility study.  There was a feasibility study done for
Woodcliff Lake, Park Ridge and Montvale and lead those to the
conclusion that they wanted to share that service.  It would make
sense to determine the financial and process implications would be
for Hillsdale if we were to either join the existing shared court
or potentially a shared court with River Vale.  Either way, a
feasibility study would make sense if this is something the Council
would like to pursue. 
 
Mayor Arnowitz wants this for discussion on the next Agenda.  He
asked for a copy of their feasibility study.
 
Councilmember Weinstein said they are presently forwarding this to
the Council.
 
Councilmember DeJoseph will send a copy of the consolidation study
to the Mayor and Council as well as a copy of the proposal from the
consolidation firm.  He will also send copies to the Citizens
Advisory Committee. 
 
Councilmember Frank said he attended the meeting and was impressed
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with what they have been able to accomplish the last few months and
looks forward to a discussion next week.
 
Town Day is Saturday, September 17 at Stonybrook and in conjunction

with the 75th Anniversary of our Library.  In addition to the pool
remaining open, there will be food available at a nominal cost and
the Library will have activities such as story telling, face
painting.
 
Councilmember Hanlon said everything is $1.00 from 1PM to 5PM at
Stonybrook. 
 
Councilmember Frank said this is open to Hillsdale residents only. 
Stonybrook is a wonderful facility and we hope everyone will join
us.  We received a generous donation from the Fire Association as a
sponsor for Town Day and also have a donation from the American
Legion and there will be a number of vendors.  Shop Rite is
providing food and there will be no cost to the
taxpayers.  A sign will be available listing all of the sponsors
for Town Day. 
 
Our new Tax Assessor started today; his name is Patrick Wilkins and
his hours will be one morning, Tuesday morning, and one evening
giving more flexibility to residents to meet with the Tax
Assessor.  His primary objective will be to review what has been
done previously with regard to a reassessment and to come up with a
recommendation within the next month or so.  We wish him well and
welcome Patrick to Hillsdale. 
 
He congratulated and welcomed Patrolman Cruz to Hillsdale Police
Department.
 
Councilmember Hanlon said she was impressed with the meeting in
Montvale.  She congratulated the new police officer and happy that
he came from Paterson, her home town.  She was advised by Patty
Hughes that the concession stand was going to be open for Town Day
but Shop Rite gave a lot of food, so the cooking will be done by a
couple of members of the club and everything will cost $1.00 that
day. 
 
Today’s Senior Lunch was a huge success and all the food from
Bensi’s, Lapore’s in Westood who covers a lot of our lunches, and
IceCreamery who donated everything, all leftovers were provided to
Meals on Wheels who were unable to attend the luncheon today. 
 
She urged residents to be aware of all the activities that are
going on in Hillsdale and these will be listed on the website and
town sign.  The Saturday after Town Day we will have Echo Day at
Beechwood Park which is a big plus.  The Green Team and
Environmental Commission are working very diligently on that.
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Councilmember Giancarlo thanked Councilmember DeJoseph for getting
the ball rolling for shared services and we are talking about a
feasibility study next time we meet.  He thanked Councilmembers
Frank and Hanlon for their work on Town Day.  Councilmember Hanlon
said we received over $3000 in donations, not just from Hillsdale,
but other towns.  We will have two Saturday events back to back in
town.
 
Councilmember Schiavone congratulated our new Police Officer. 
 
Councilmember DeJoseph said we will have to have a Special Meeting
to award the Road Program. 
 

Borough Clerk Sandt said the bid opening will be held on the 20th

and he will advise the Council the date of the meeting. 
 
Councilmember DeJoseph called the Bergen County Mosquito Control to
look at some trees in our stream as there is some potential
blockage.  The adjustor finally arrived today for the Library and
the DPW for flood insurance and damaged buildings.  It will take
about a month for a report.  These items will have to go out to bid
based on bid thresholds. 
 
Mayor Arnowitz has not received a reply to his letter regarding the
speed limit on Hillsdale Avenue.  He has reached out to the Search
Committee and the Negotiating Committee; he is awaiting contract
requests from the union so that we can set up meetings.  We are now
in the winter mode for garbage.  King’s made a donation to the Fire
Department and it seems there is a rumor around town that King’s is
leaving when their contract.  King’s said there is no thought on
King’s part and they spent a large amount of money restoring the
store after the storm.  King’s is not going anywhere, they are part
of the Hillsdale family and they are staying. 
 
He is still waiting to hear from Patty Hughes on what we would
spend on a holiday party.  The new Superintendent of the High
Schools, Eric Gunderson, came to talk to the seniors at the senior
luncheon and said he would be coming to future meetings.  It opens
up a new era of communication between the government, citizens of
Hillsdale, and the high school.  Councilmember Hanlon asked him to
get the meetings televised and Mr. Gunderson got the message. 
 
He spoke to Mr. Murphy of the Citizens Advisory Committee to make
sure he contacts Councilmembers Frank and DeJoseph with regard to
the 2012 budget.  Our new Police Officer is not a new position,
this is someone who is replacing a police officer that resigned two
months ago.  It is not increasing the force.
 
ADJOURNMENT
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A motion to adjourn was made by Councilmember Giancarlo, seconded
by Councilmember Schiavone, and unanimously carried.
 
9-13-11
 
 
                        __________________________
                        Robert P. Sandt, RMC
                        Borough Clerk
 
 
 
                        APPROVED AS PRESENTED
 
 
 
                        __________________________
                        Robert P. Sandt, RMC
                        Borough Clerk
    
 
 
 
 
 


